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Edwin L.

in, Delta '97

this

has been and is

question always

today emphatically
"She is,"

as

Chi, 1845,

in the

negative.

Brother Goldwin Smith,

1884, "college
friendship organized and perpetu
wrote in

ated." From her earUest
was

days

there

the reahzation that what the

choice

relationship meant to the
during college days must

brethren

find suitable

expression

in after hfe.

No doubt this first occurred to the
seven

founders

and those who fol

lowed them for
years,

meetings
so

Something
is

required

mobe than accueacy

in the

writing

tory of the Alumni

of

a

his

Associations of

Upsilon. We who enjoy the rare
privilege of membership in our broth
Psi

erhood know well that" initiation has
a
deeper meaning than a mere four
years of close friendship for the al

lotted time of

undergraduate life,

though that may be followed
by the happiest of memories.
even

A chronicle of this character should
endeavor to weave into history a

revelation of the underlying spirituahty by which Psi Upsilon has been
able to inspire her sons with an everincreasing appreciation of what true
friendship means throughout Hfe.
It may well be asked whether any
thing is really worth while, in the
largest sense, that comes to an end
in four years. Psi

Upsilon's

answer to

of

faithfully

Theta, Delta and Beta,
and

largely

their

Alumni,

at

Halls

early

as

nearly a score of
by the early

illustrated

as

as

attended

by

respective Chapter
1839 and 1840. A

few years later, at the Convention
of 1848 with the Xi Chapter at Mid-

dleton, Connecticut, Brother Joseph
R. Hawley, Psi, 1847, later to achieve
national eminence, wrote as a Sec
retary of the Convention in con

cluding

his report:

"I have attempted to give you a slight
sketch of the proceedings of this conven
tion; but of the true manly affection which
marked all their intercomse, the strong
love for our brotherhood, and the high es
timate of its excellence manifested, I can
give you no idea. If there is any brother
who grows weary in well doing, underval
uing his privileges and solemn duties as a
Psi Upsilon, I wish him to attend a general
convention, and by association with the
noblest young men of our country, learn
from them its objects, its effect upon the
character, and its true value."

Alumni Associations are
the
first actual record to
concerned,
So far

as

ANNALS

be found discloses that

OF

January

on

23, 1851,
years before the Civil
War, a group of distinguished resi
ten

dents of

a

state

the Theta held

far from the Hall of

UPSILON

PSI

association of Graduate Psi

Upsilons

in this

city.
An alumni association

organized

actually

was

in Detroit in 1877 and has

1853, under the title of "Members of

had a continuous and distinguished
record. Similar organizations sprang
up in 1878, in New York City, in

the Psi

Central New York, in

tion which

was

an

Alumni Conven

repeated

in 1852 and

resident

Upsilon Fraternity

in the State of Wisconsin." The

chives of the
two

Fraternity

ar

contain but

of any of the

copies
proceedings
unique organization. These

Chicago. A
appeared, in 1879

and in

ton

others

of this

nati,

literally priceless for when
Brother Albert P. Jacobs, Phi, 1873,
published The Psi Upsilon Epitome

in Kansas. The Psi

are

in

1883-1884, all records of the Wis

consin Association were beHeved to
have been lost. At the supper of the
Wisconsin Alumni Convention held in
1852 (supra), this beautiful toast was

proposed by

the Gamma

"The Founders of
�In their

our

Noble

Chapter:
Fraternity.

manhood may they fail
not to reap a rich reward for what
they so
gloriously began; and in their declining
years may they see their children, and their
children's children, protected by the same
goddess whose shrine they first erected."

ripened

The Lambda
Psi

Upsilon

Chapter

toasted the

Brethren of Wisconsin

in these words:
"Beautiful illustration of the
of

our

principles

pure and
for life, may

Fraternity: friendship,

lofty, for youth, for manhood,
they never be without its kindly greeting,
its holy sympathy, and ready aid."
From this

beginning

sin, alumni
various

York

in Wiscon

meetings
parts of the country,

City,

in

were

1853,

and elsewhere. The

held in
at New

in 1882 at

Httle later
at Cincin

Buffalo, and in 1883

Upsilon

meeting

of 1853

called

"to receive the report of

Committee ap
pointed at a previous meeting to take into
consideration a plan for forming a central
a

Associ

ation of Rochester appears to have
been estabhshed in 1884. On Febru

ary 16, 1886, the first
Psi

meeting

of the

Upsilon Association of New York,

of which Brother Chester A. Arthur,
Theta, 1848, was President, was held
in New York

City,

New York. On

morning Brother Calvin S. Har
rington, Xi, 1852, had passed away.
Among the tributes paid to him at
the banquet that evening may be
noted the following:
that

"No man ever lived who breathed more
truly the fraternity spirit, for whom the
fraternity had stronger regard, who shed a
greater lustre upon its hymnology, whose
death will produce more genuine regret
of our
among the very oldest and youngest
members than he."

And

again:

and unhappy will
Fraternity if the day ever
comes when the spirit which he illustrated
in his life and which he imparted in his
to and
songs and in his private utterances
ever depart
shall
the
Fraternity
concerning
from oiu: borders."
"He has gone from

us

it be for the

in 1872 and 1873

by A. Ogden Butler, Delta
1853, to be held at the Chapel of the
New York University,
was

Philadelphia,
Washing

Boston, in Portland, in

in

In 1889 the Psi

Upsilon

Associa

tion of the Pacific Coast, which had
been estabhshed in 1877, held a meet

ing

in San Francisco and

adopted

resolutions recommending that a
Uni
chapter be established at the

versity

of California. In 1896,

we

find
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Upsilon Association of Ne
braska giving a dinner in honor of
one of the founders. Brother Sam

these

uel Goodale, its Honorary President,
who was remarkably active up to his

described elsewhere in The
Annals. Having been familiar with

history
nor
are

death. In 1898,
he attended and

during a trip East,
spoke at no less than
five Psi Upsilon dinners, in Wash
ington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New
York City and in Chicago. On his
Nebraska

return to

(he

eighty-four years old)
Psi Upsilon Brother,

Meetings

Nebraska, which were held annu
ally from 1889 to 1896, might be re

in

vived. In 1899 the First Reunion and
Banquet of the Northwestern Asso
ciation

was

held

at

sociations

Minneapohs,

a

ers, the records of which

lost, unavailable
The

Epitome

served

or are

and

are

either

mentioned in

a

and go, their vitality usually
reflecting the ardor and leadership
come

some

group,

not

infrequently

of

of great value

to

respective Chapters in connec
Chapter House Devel
Our
Fraternity early real
opment.
ized the importance of providing a
suitable home for each Chapter and
leader in this field. Manifestly,

was a
as

a

and often have httle
organization, but do provide
the opportunity to meet the oncom
ing generations, to recall the old

financial

requirements

were

volved, alumni interest and
were essential.
with the Chi

York,

in

Chapter

Chapter,

1884, the
House

at

Ithaca,

comer-stone

was

in

loyalty

At the annual convention,

The Diamond,

useful purpose. Alumni as
sociations, hke alumni meetings,

of

were

tion with the

picture, by no
means
complete, of alumni organi
zations and meetings up to the turn
of the century. Doubtless many oth
presents

as a

their

Minn.

This

"Delta of Psi

Upsilon."
membership cor
poration, owns the Chapter house,
keeps it in repair and, with a thought
to the future, is slowly assembling a
capital fund in anticipation of re
quirements as they arise. Of course,
its contact with the undergraduate
Chapter is close, constant and, at
times, particularly helpful. These as
as

This functions

he wrote to a
of whom he

that Alumni

hope

association, which

graduate

is known

very fond, giving an interesting
description of his trip and express
the

reasonable limits,
appropriate, for they

beyond

fully

tion its

was

ing

far

would it be

the situation at the Delta for many
years, by way of illustration I men

then

was

organizations would extend this

held
New

of its

laid. On that

occasion Brother Andrew D.
Beta

White,
1853, then President of Cornell
notable ad

single member,

University, delivered

or no

dress. He said:

stories,

"Long experience among students, and
close observation of their modes of thought
and action, at this and other universities, at
home and abroad, have satisfied me that
the erection of buildings like this is a dis

to

to

keep

which

so

sing

the old songs and

so

aflame the old memories

joyously

abound within

our

tinct

circle.

days of the Fra
Chapter has had its own

From the earliest

ternity

each

Alumni Association. To present an
account of the activities of each of

gain

to

a

good order, manly conduct,

and sound scholarship. It is not then merely
as an old member of this society that I
gladly take part in the laying of this comerstone. I shall be not less happy to see every
other college society of high standing, or
indeed any group of good students, whether
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fraternity men or not,
similar purpose."

erect

a

building for

UPSILON
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OF
a

And he said in conclusion:

which the head of the institution
made the definite statement that the
continuance of the local chapter of
Psi

Upsilon

"I seem to see a goodly procession going
forth from these and other halls like it on
this beautiful hill, strong, manly, true, of
men who have built
up their characters,
and who go forth into every field to build
up their country, into the service of the
state, of the church, of education, of sci
ence, literature, art, of public and private
enterprise of every sort. Let me urge on aU
who have to do with this or other halls hke
this to so conduct them, to cherish in them
such influences, to throw around them such
safeguards, to scan with such care the men
whom they choose as their successors, that
this stately procession may never be un

however,

worthily interrupted.

operate.

"Let there be no petty, cliquish rivalry
between sister societies, but let this and
all fraternities see to it that the men who
come forth from these halls shall be
strong
both to improve our common country and
to elevate our common humanity."

decades ago Brother Willard Fiske, Psi, 1851, an ardent mem

Many

ber of the

mended the

attention to the fact that

calling
a

Fraternity, highly
Chapter House System,
com

result of this and other

as

fraternity

activities, the Greek letter system had

already
uniting

found a most useful link
the undergraduates and grad

of the various American higher
of learning, while no
similar connection binds together the

uates

institutions

great British schools; Trinity College,
Dubhn, Trinity College, Cambridge
and Trinity College, Oxford, for in
stance, have

only

a

name

in

com

mon.

How

important

have

a

part fraternities

in the actual work of

played
keeping alive their respective col
leges will probably never be gen
erally known. Psi Upsilon has always
been outstanding in these crises. No
less than four such situations have
come

to

my attention,

in

one

of

was

essential to main

of the college itself.
Another phase of Alumni activi
ties has been Psi Upsilon Clubs
which have existed for many years
in various cities, usually as luncheon
groups, although sometimes diimer
meetings are held. In New York
City, some fifty years ago, the Psi
tenance

Club maintained rooms and
Clubhouse of its own, which,

Upsilon
later

a

it does not

now

attempt to

No account of the Alumni activi

Upsilon is complete with
making reference to some of the

ties of Psi
out

more
were

notable alumni dinners which
outstanding occasions when

held.

the dinner at
Boston, Mass. in 1878, at which the
brilhant Governor of the State,

Among

these

was

Brother Alexander H. Rice, Theta,
1844, was toastmaster. His address
concluded with these words:
"The sentiment embodied in the motto
our
Fratemity-the taking of heart to
the
heart,
interchange of mutual respect,
friendship and confidence�when once it
has stood the test of experience, is vigorous
and undying. Once accepted it becomes
contagious to kindred minds and can never
be suppressed. It does not end with our
college life, because it has become a part
of our nature and can die only with our
selves. So it is that die Old Society stretches
from ocean to ocean, and tonight is the
witness of millions of heartthrobs while its
and
sons recount its incidents of
of

happiness

glory

in its success."

the Nebraska dinners in
honor of Brother Goodale, of which
mention has been made; the dinner

Others

were

in New York

City

in

1896, in honor
Finch, Beta,

of Brother Francis M.

^
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1849, then retiring
come

of

Dean

School;

a

Judge
Appeals

as

New York Court of

AS

O

of the
to

be

the

Cornell Law
dinner held in Philadelphia

which Brother WiUiam H. Taft,
Beta, 1878, was guest of honor in
1904; the dinner in New York City
at

in 1908 to celebrate the

seventy-fifth
Fraternity; the
City in 1913 in
celebration of the eightieth anniver
sary of the Fraternity; the Founders
Day Dinner held in Chicago in 1925,

of the
dinner in New York

anniversary

C

I

A

to

in

developed in connec
tion with the organization of our
entire Alumni body. Having been
active in my own Chapter Alumni
Association and having had a very
ing

concrete

real

enjoyment

ings, I, hke

Chicago;

Canada,

on

March 17, 1928, attended

by about 350, including representa
tives from all the Chapters; a dinner

by the Tau Chapter given at Phila
delphia in 1932, in honor of Brother
Owen J. Roberts, Tau, 1895, Asso
ciate Justice of the United States
Supreme Court, and the Convention
dinner in New York City in 1932.
The idea of

a

National Alumni As

sociation has been considered

dis
cussed for many years. As far back
as 1872 the Annual Convention re
ceived the following communication
from the Executive Council, although
no

or

record has been found of any ex
activity of the Association:

tended

"During the past winter the Council
have spent much time and labor in organ
izing an association called The Alumni of
Psi Upsilon. Their efforts have been
crowned with success; and as many of you
know, a very pleasant reunion of the Asso
ciation was held at Dehnonico's in Febru
ary last. This Association promises to be
of great importance to the Fraternity, as
it is not
merely a gathering of citizens of
New York, but, as it expressly declared,
it is the Alumni Association of the whole
Fraternity."

in its fraternal meet

many other Brothers,
had often wondered why it would
not be highly desirable for Psi Up

the Psi

ting, the installation dinner of the
Epsilon Phi Chapter at Montreal,

S

Canada, but for many years noth

included, of

international set

N

Fraternity continued to grow
size, having Chapters from Maine
California with strong Chapters

of

an

O

The
in

with the guest of honor Brother Max
Mason, Rho, 1898, just then having
become President of the University
in

I

T

so

silon to have

a

zation of her

Alumni, with Canada

organi

As President of

course.

Club of New York

1925,

in

nation-wide

Upsilon
I enjoyed

friendship of
Chapters, from

the

of many
many
near and far.
men,

This

strengthened my conviction
of the desirabihty for a national or
ganization to such a degree that late
that year I submitted the proposal to
Brother Earl D. Babst, Iota-Phi '93,
then President of the Executive Coun

cil, for the consideration of the
Council. However, at the time the
Council itself
for

a

meeting

was

developing plans

of Alumni

tives to be elected

and which it is

by

Representa

the

chapters,

interesting

to note

eventually aroused the alumni to the
point that they requested the Coun
cil to initiate a plan for a permanent
alumni

organization.
meeting of
Representatives is dated

The call for the first
the Alumni

February 3, 1926, and was held at
Upsilon Club, 28 East 39th
Street, New York City, on Saturday,
March 13, 1926, attended by sixty
alumni, representing the Executive

the Psi

Council, together with the various
alumni and corporate organizations
of the

Fraternity. The

next

meeting

was

on

May 6, 1927,

S

OF
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tion and

Convention of 1927 held with the

meeting was held in
City the University Club

pointed

Psi. The third
New York

February 25, 1928, attended by
fifty alumni, when the subjects an

Scholarship;

1.

2. Centennial Celebra

tion; 3. Attitude toward The Dia

mond; 4. Progress of Chapter His
tory; 5. Condition of Chapter Ar
chives

and

their

relation

to

our

National Archives.

1928, held

At the Convention of

with the
as

an

closed
more

the
after

about 300 alumni

Omega,

attended what

was

there

Alumni Convocation, and dis
an earnest desire to resume a
The

Fraternity.
a

Convocation

full discussion

following

adopted

the

Resolution:

the Executive Council be re
quested to call a meeting of representatives
of the chapter alumni and regional alumni
associations of the Fraternity to meet at
some convenient
place in the fall of 1928;
"That the Council appoint a committee
of five alumni to submit to this meeting a
plan for a permanent organization of such
alumni association."

suggestion

and

1899, called

request slowly

took form and two of

our

most

ac

tive and valuable

addition,

meeting of

proposal

Annual Convention,
held in 1931. This was done and the
Convention instructed the Executive

a

continuing growth

of their love for and interest in the
Fraternity and the colleges and uni
versities in which it has chapters,
and furthering of
and the

devising
by which the Alumni
help to the Fraternity

building

be

geographic

purpose

in the Alumni

ther and serious consideration. The
that the

twenty-one

alumni groups were present or sent
letters promising support.
The Constitution of the Associa
"to foster
tion sets forth its

means

suggested
presented to the

a

one hundred and fifty Alumni, in
cluded among whom were official
representatives from twenty-two
Alimmi Associations. In

alumni. Brothers
R. Bourke Corcoran, Omega 1915,
and Charles P. Spooner, Rho, 1894,
of the Council, gave the matter fur
latter

order

to

Chapter

"That

This

President of the Executive Council,
Brother Edward L. Stevens, Chi

designated

active interest in the affairs of

proposed

appointment was by
coincidence or by reason of their
knowledge of my previous interest
in the subject is immaterial. This
gracious action, a high honor in it
self ( and to me the mandate of the
Fraternity), was promptly conveyed
to me, the appointment was accepted
and arrangements for the organiza
tion meeting were completed.
On April 9, 1932, at the Hotel Gov
ernor Clinton, New York City, the

on

were:

a

Whether this

at

nounced for consideration

Constitu
and ap
therefor
By-Laws
Provisional President.
me

ation, drew up

the Annual

at

UPSILON

I

of

may be
in the

achievement of its ideals."
With this in mind we set about
the Association. Although
Alimmus
was a member, and
every
dues, which were nominal, were vol

reasonably substantial in
had to precede the adoption of

untary,
come

a

Alumni Association. In accordance

The officers
program of activities.
and its Executive Committee func

with these instructions the Council

tioned in wholehearted

Council to formulate

prepared
tion of

a

a

plan

a

plan

for the

for

an

a

cooperation.
the Presi
naturally
Necessarily
dent was expected to assume a leadand

organiza

National Alumni Associ-
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ing responsibility. Increase in duespaying membership came about as a
result of an extended correspondence
with all

chapters and with local
alumni associations and clubs. From
time to time the President visited
and

spoke before Alumni groups up
and down the Eastern Seaboard and
in Canada. As a result of these and
other activities, a membership, more
or less
permanent, and steadily grow

ing,

about,

came

so

that

today

there

650 dues-paying members, be
sides 187 life members. The Associ
ation now has endowment funds
are

OCIATIONS
what is undoubtedly the most complete
and accurate alumni list ever assembled;

(d) Constantly rendering assistance,
financial and otherwise, in connection with
various publications of the fraternity, in
cluding song books, song sheets, The Dia
mond and The Annals: in connection with
the publication of the latter, the association
has actually compiled the entire directory
section;

( e ) The estabhshment of an endowment
fund for the general welfare of the fra
ternity.
The support of the Council to this
of its responsibility has been un
failing, as it is in all fields, and to
arm

totalhng

aU alumni activities. Much of the
success which has come to the new
association is due to the unstinted

is held with the Annual Convention.

cooperation

about $8,000. There is an
annual meeting, well attended, which

The Board of Governors meets each

month for the transaction of routine
business and for the consideration
and formulation of

Upon

policies.

resignation

my

on

Novem

ber 24, 1933, Brother Luke I. Wil
son, Mu, 1895, was elected President
and served until

May 8, 1934, when
Benjamin T. Burton, Chi,

Brother

1921,

June 21,
and

elected and served until

was

1940. Under his

constructive

lowed

by

the

stimulating
leadership, fol

present President,
Rosenberry, Rho,

Brother Samuel L.

1923, during whose administration
these Annals

are

being published,

an

admirable program was formulated
and put into effect. Generally speak

ing

this is

as

follows:

(a) The award of honorary society keys
aU undergraduates elected to such soci
eties as a part of a thoughtful and com
prehensive effort to improve scholarship
to

throughout

the

fraternity;

(b) The encouragement of local Alumni

Clubs manifested by assistance in estab
lishment and extension;
(c) The establishment of a central office
which serves as a clearing house for the
entire fraternity and at which is located

it has received from the

Executive Council under the

guid

of Brothers Edward L. Stfevens,
Chi 1899, and Archibald Douglas,
ance

Lambda 1894, past

and

presidents,

of Brother Scott Turner, Phi
1902, present president, and their

now

colleagues.
And

so

approach

we

sion of this

history.

It

the conclu

reveals,

attitude of devotion

lieve,

an

high

ideals of

singularly

a

brotherhood that is without
in the

I be

to

the

choice

parallel

story of College Fraternities,

devotion that in the lives of many
outstanding men of the last century
a

began

at

the altar and ended at the

grave. These
of the

men,

Fraternity,

and many others
a dream,� the

had

Alumni Association, na
tional in scope. That dream has now
come true. The Association is here

dream of

an

stay. Its work commends it to the
Fraternity and amply justifies even
work of
more
generous support. The
to

the Association in connection with
the estabhshment of local Alumni

Clubs is most

clearly

important.

understood that

It must be
no

interfer-

ence

in the

operation
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slightest degree

with the

PSI

of these Clubs is contem

permitted. Every effort is
establishing and
the
fostering
development of such
wherever
local condi
organizations

plated

or

made to assist in

tions

words

are

appropriate.

While these

being written, a program
being developed which includes a
large Alumni Dinner in New York
City.
As this history comes to an end, I
are

is

submit to

our

brethren that

by

Chapters,

must

its invaluable

years that he before us, and so long
as the Fraternity itself shall endure.
When the story of another hun
dred years of the Alvunni of Psi Up
silon is written, their contribution to
the welfare of the Fraternity during
that period may well be determined
to no small degree by the extent to
which they give their support, timg,;

thought, money and effort to the
work which is being carried on so
effectively today by
alumni

As

the support of all the
be preserved to carry

sociation,
on

our

work, during the
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organizations

their
and

Chapter
by the
Upsilon,

Alumni Association of Psi
acting for the welfare of the whole

Fraternity.

The Alumni Association of Psi Upsilon. Board of Governors, 1941. Left
to right: seated, Scott Turner, Phi '02, Walter S. Robinson, Lambda '19,
Samuel L. Rosenberry, Rho '23, Oliver B. Merrill, Jr., Gamma '25, Benjamin
T. Burton, Chi '21; standing, Alfred H. Morton, Omicron '19, Alfred K.
Fricke, Xi '24, Robert P. Hughes, Delta '20, William C. Pierce, Kappa '28,
Fred G. Clark, Iota '13, J. J. Evans Hessey, Nu '13, Robert G. Fuller, Mu '23,
Russell S. Callow, Theta Theta '16. Absent, John E. Foster, Zeta '23, James
M. Nicely, Omega '20, Duncan McG. Spencer, Tau '20, Thomas J. Watson,
Jr., Sigma '37

Past

Left to

Psi

Upsilon

Club of New York

'89, George H. Fox, Upsilon '67, Frederick W.
Fales, Gamma '96, Ira A. Place, Chi '81, and
S.
Coleman, Xi '76
George

Robert L. Luce, Beta
Gamma '98, Frederick S.

right:

Goddard,

Presidents,

