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Albert C. Jacobs, Phi '21

world of change, to adapt itself
to the vicissitudes of life. From ad
from depression, from the
a

versity,

ravages of

war

our

have

Chapters

emerged triumphant, stronger
more independent.

and

fraternal fires were
on the altar of the
lighted
Theta, twenty-eight other "dear old
shrines"�from New York to the
Since

our

in 1833

Golden Gate, from Maine to Van
couver�have been kindled. At the
end of a decade the calcium light
beamed from ten historic colleges.
During the next forty years but

eight
Washington's Birthday, 1884,
the nineteenth jewel added to
fraternal

crown.

saw
our

On that memorable

the installation of the Eta
day
father
observed that after more
my
at

century "the badge, the
the methods, and the objects

than hak
name,

(of

Psi

Today,

a

remain the same."

Upsilon)
with

our

Fraternity nearly

years old,
the observations of the author of the
hold fast. Our cherished
one

hundred and

eight

Epitome

diamond

badge,

our

mystic symbols,

democratic Constitution and or
ganization, and our fraternal devo

our

tion-remain

a

priceless heritage.

Mellowed ui tradition, they have
stood the test of time. So soundly
did our Fathers build, so firm the
foundation stones laid by our great
that Psi Upsilon has had

pioneers,

the power and the

vitality

to face

more

shrines

installed. In

were

second half century ten were
hghted, to be followed at the dawn
of our second hundred years with
of stiU another. With
the
our

kindling

such loving care and vision did our
brothers of an earlier day select the
akars of our Fraternity that from
aU but two gleams the beacon hght
of venerable Psi Upsilon, a record un
annals. The
in

fraternity
Cambridge
have, to the great

paralleled

and New
sorrow of

altar fires at
Haven

Psi
every member of
come

extinguished,

Upsilon,

not

be

because of

in the Alpha and the
any weakness
internal conditions
because
but
Beta,
to Harvard and Yale, mih-

peculiar

tating against fraternities,

made it

difficult for those famous

Chapters
temple

of

our

Fraternity

to

"keep

our

walls still bright."
The

Story

of the

Chapters

of Psi

Annals

Upsilon
Chapter

is

of

cherish as it has done the sacred
traditions of democracy!

story of 1882 years of

a

life. The embryonic period
adds many years to this total. The
Beta Beta was thirty-eight years old,
the Nu twenty, and the Epsilon Phi

Chapters are autono
mous, self-governing bodies, they
have fortunately not adhered to one
pattern. They have built, as their
policies have dictated, a Fraternity
whose strength lies in the different
types composing it, all being united
before the altar of Psi Upsilon.
To tell the story of the Chapters
of Psi Upsilon is a privilege and an
obligation. It is a responsibility to
Because

for them the ivied
The first ef
unbarred.
gates
forts to erect shrines in Williams and
Wisconsin were made sixty-three and
forty-six years respectively before

twenty-four, when
were

they

successful. The Iota, Phi,
long and ardu

were

Pi and Mu all battled

for

ously
The

a

Chapter

of Psi

Upsilon.

Theta, Delta and Sigma have

hallowed Founders, to the
many pioneers who built our temple
walls, to our great historians, Wil

the next two years the Gamma, Zeta,
Lambda, Kappa, Psi and Xi will have
of

a

glorious

This is the

one

Psi

'73, who have

of 1882 years
of Chapter life, 1882 years of growth
of independent and autonomous

history

esty and the
Order. It is

own

over

the years to

battles and

to meet

fight

their

their

own

words that

in

be matched

never

groups, groups that have never, thank
goodness, been subject to strong cen
tralized control. Our Chapters, pri

vileged

Taylor, Theta '38, WiUard Fiske,
'51, and Albert P. Jacobs, Phi

liam

hundred years
brotherhood.
of

course

our

our seven

celebrated their centennials. Within

run

UPSILON

pSi

painted
of

the

maj

fraternal

glory
an
obligation
our

can

to

the

22,000 persons who have been privi

leged
over

to

wear

the diamond

badge

their hearts. To narrate 1882

years of
of

peculiar problems, have in their strug
gle to survive grown stronger, have
everywhere developed an interest in
and a loyalty for Alma Mater. They
stand today after 1882 years of life
as the finest
examples of democracy
�in their annual Conventions they
legislate on problems pertaining to
the Fraternity at large� in the Coun
cil they have an executive but not
a
governing body. It is our pride that
the undegraduates guide Psi Upsilon;
that in our Halls they gain experi
ence invaluable in later
days; that
our
Fraternity stands as an integral
part of Alma Mater. How fitting fiiat
Psi Upsilon, tracing its heritage to
Phi Beta Kappa, which was born in
the year of our independence, should

Chapter life and many more
embryonic existence, years in

which

22,000 human

souls

have

carved the destinies of Psi
a

Upsilon, is
undertaking. Few
privileged to wend their
the path which in the

monumental

have been

way

over

course

of eleven decades has led from

the Mohawk

outpost
To

The
to

on

Valley

to

the Canadian

the Pacffic;

sing again the good old songs.
mystic bond stiU bless;

foUow in the

footsteps

of

Taylor,

Fiske, and my father. It is with meek
humility that I deign to retrace the
as told
by these masters, and
embark upon the enormity of my
task. My father 'wrote of 554 years

history
to

of
52

Chapter

life in nineteen

Chapters,

THE

of the
our

C

H

of 6021 members of

domgs

hallowed Order.

Psi

Upsilon early

realized the im
of
portance
preserving its precious
heritage for those of a later day.
The Convention of 1845 resolved
To furnish
ress

an account of their
rise, prog
and present condition.

In 1867

Committee on Archives
appointed. The next year the
History of The Fraternity was dis
cussed, and in 1869 the History of
a

was

Psi

Upsilon

referred

was

Gamma. In 1870 it

was

to

the

suggested

That each Chapter write its own
History
and then place it in the liands of someone
to write a General
History.

years later this Conven
tion mandate is
being carried out. In
1874 George W. Elliott, Xi '73, was

Seventy-one

appointed

A

P

T

E

R

S

death of the author of the Epitome,
the Convention authorized the Exec
utive Council to establish

and also

Epitome
Fraternity annals
Epitome up to date. The next year,
owing to frequent inquiries for copies
of the Epitome, a Committee of the
Council consisting of Frederick P.
Keppel, Lambda '98, Earl D. Babst,
of

The

History of
Fraternity.
a

In 1875 Psi Upsilon Leaves were
issued at Cornell by our great his
torian and poet, Wdlard Fiske, Psi
'51. And the next year he read for

the first time The

Story of

The Psi

a

Iota-Phi '93, and Herbert S. Houston,

Omega '88,

was

appointed

to

con

sider the printing of the Epitome. At
that time Herbert L. Bridgman,
Gamma '66, suggested that any plan
for a new Epitome should include
some

method of

financing

its

publi

cation. So the next Convention

solved that the

brought

to

Epitome

re

should be

date and that the

Chap

and the Alumni be taxed for

ters

the expense of publication.
In 1920 the Convention adopted

a

of

the

resolution
To prepare

reprint

a

volume
bringing the

of the

proposals
accepting
Upsilon Club of Chicago to
re-organize and re-establish The Dia
mond and that the Psi Upsilon Club
of Chicago be authorized to le'vy an
the Psi

annual tax of $100 upon each of the

Chapters.
Six years later the Council out

lined

plans

for

Chapter

histories

so

Centen

Upsilon.

that at the time of the

1883, when the Fraternity was
fifty years old, a Committee to or

Epitome might be issued
which would contain a complete his
tory of each Chapter. From then on
Convention after Convention have
urged the completion of Chapter

In

the publication of
Memorabilia reported.

ganize

Fraternity

In the next year the Psi Upsilon
Epitome by Albert P. Jacobs, Phi '73,

nial

great

a new

was

histories. In 1927 alumni representa
tives were called together in New

the finest

York for the support of The Diamond,

published privately. This, still
history of any American
college fraternity, ended further his
torical

been

efforts; the Fraternity had

given

one

of which it could be

justly proud.
But in

1915,

six years after the

Chapter histories and the archives.
At long last efforts which began
ninety-six years ago are about to
bear fruit. The Chapters of Psi Upsi
lon could

not

have been written

�
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without the histories of the Chapters.
The author of necessity has relied
from
upon and has borrowed freely
re
own
his
to
them. In addition
search he has

to

depended

a

upon the material submitted
to him, the quality and the useful
ness of which have varied greatly.
Under the story of the respective
the author has hsted the

Chapters

various persons whose aid has per
mitted him to carry on. But over

the years many have helped in the
collection of memorabilia to whom
individual credit cannot be given.
Many of these have not been mem

all,
whether their help has been great
or small, the author expresses his

bers of

our

Fraternity.

But to

deep appreciation.
It is our hope that out of The
Annals will come the publication of
many of the fine histories that have
been written, following George A.
Coe, Upsilon '84, Albert P. Jacobs,
Phi '73, and Karl P. Harrmgton, Xi
'82, whose histories of their Chapters
have been landmarks. Out of The

hope to see a revival of
practice of writing annual his
tories of the Chapters, a rebirth of
the interest in Chapter Archives, in

Annals

we

the

the collection of memorabilia. To
Phi '73,

Albert P.
to

Jacobs,
Fraternity

anyone, the

splendid

archives,

more

than

owes

its excellent

its

mem

orabilia. No other person has col
lected through years of loving devo
tion such

a

store

of material

vital statistics have been taken
from the records in the office of the
Executive Council as of March 1.
our

1941.
Psi

large

extent

was

as

year
Manual.
The

Upsilon,

ternity chapter

a

in the fra

pioneer

house movement, has

contributed greatly, through its mem
bers, to the development of College
Alumni Associations. From early days
Psi U's planned permanent homes
and living quarters where the shrine
of our Order could be installed. The
of the many obstacles
in the attainment of this objective
made our brothers of an earlier day

overcoming

appreciate

the

more

the tremendous

and uni
versities. These men, who had the
initiative and the interest to make
their Fraternity strong and self-suffi
task of

building coUeges

cient, also turned their

ef

splendid

forts to the benefit of Alma Mater.
The valuable
making their

experience gained

in

Chapters financially

sound enabled them to become much
more useful as trustees of their re
spective colleges, as builders and
bulwarks of the Alumni Associations.
Many such associations have been
started through the efforts and en
couragement of Psi U's.
Our Chapters all have some form
of alumni trust association which
holds tide to their material assets.

Generally upon graduation a person
automatically a member of
his Chapter Alumni Association. This
becomes

gives him an immediate and an in
direct tie to his Alma Mater. The
experience gained in drawing up
these associations, in carrying on
their work, in time made our early

dealing

'With any college fraternity. His pio
neer book on The Greek Letter Soci
eties

UPSILON

pubhshed in 1879, the same
the first edition of Baird's

members conscious of the

things

had to be done to mould
alumni association.

figures given throughout
Chapters of Psi Upsilon dealing vidth
the

no

54

They

that

a

strong

have

played

small part in the progress that is

'

T
made in

heing

college

HE

C

H

alumni pro

More than

seventy years ago our
Chapter house was erecsted, the

Haven in 1870. This

of

an

was

the fore

iaggressive campaign

which resulted at the time of the
famous Centennial in 1933 in all of
,.our Chapters O'wning their homes.
sQn many campuses the Psi Upsilon
ihouse was the first to be erected for

purposes. This is tangible
(evidence of the loyalty of Psi U's

ifraternity
tto their

the

an

Mater.

Fraternity and of their faith
continuing growth of Alma
This

faith

invariably

goes

hand in hand with their work and

support of the college and alumni
.associations.

The

importance

of the

Chapter

Tfouse movement is difficult to ap
praise, but we do know that many of

colleges and universities have
been measurably eased by fraternity
alumni accepting the responsibility
for at least a part of the dormitory
facilities, which they have supphed
and supervised.
The world of today is a changing
our

tone.

Our social and economic hfe

materially, we live in a state
change and are at a loss to find
some
mooring and stability in the
flux. Conditions differ vasdy from
;fhose prevailing at the founduig and
during the glorious development of
Psi Upsilon. In this era of investiga
tion, of challenge, old institutions,
old traditions can no longer stand
by themselves. Precedent is not a
sufficient justification for then: con
tinuance. Fraternities along with
other institutions are subject to these
social and economic changes. They
:akered
of

T

cannot

E

S

R

exist

tradition,

on

even

on

the

though

the span, as in our case, has been
one hundred and
eight years.

famous Hall of the Beta ait New
runner

P

achievements of the past,

grams.
first

A

Instead, the grave question about
their usefulness to

higher education
has of late been raised within fra
ternities themselves, in college ad
bodies, and in the out
side world. Mere arguments and fine
ministrative

phrases will not resolve these doubts.
Acts probative of the value of fra
ternities in the building of character
and in the moulding of our under
graduates better to fulfill their social
responsibilities are what we need to
prove the case. Because of enlarged
college curricula fraternities have
lost much of their one time litera-y
and intellectual function. Today t aey
can best aid the
college by supple
its
educational
process along
menting
social lines, in the development of
character and personality.
Never before has the world so
needed leaders, men of character
and human understanding, men
trained to cope effectively with a
distorted society. Undergraduates
with these potentialities exist in our
Greek letter fraternities, men capable
of leading instead of following. Ini
tiation into Psi Upsilon does not
relieve us of further thought and

effort.

Instead, it imposes upon us a
century and more of responsibility
and heartfelt

obligation.

1882 years of Chapter Ike�from
these the undergraduates of today

only of our hallowed
enterprising brothers
past,
an
earlier
of
day solved their prob
lems, but can gain inspiration for the
part they must play. A knowledge
can

learn not
of how

of

our

The

our

past enriches

history

of

our

our

present.

Chapters

has

ANNALS

been

one

of

strength,

remarkable for

constancy, notable for the great
loyalty on the part of alumni old and
young. Our history, our past are seits

THETA

nals.

Upsilon

born

was

on

College,

then but

Hallowed in song and story.
Ever live Psi

Novem

years old and situated in Schenec
tady, at that time a village of four

justly been

called "The Mother of American Col

lege
had

Fraternities."

already

By

become

1833 old Union
a

remarkable

a

of students from far and

body

near.

haps because of youth and the
of high bound tradition, Union
ceded the
of New

more

manitarian

Per

lack

pre
venerable institutions

his

was teaching and in
He was perhaps
with boys.
even more notable in his
discipline. He
apparently gave a good deal of leeway to
the youngsters, trusting them for selfcontrol.
He was very lenient in taking
Union
students from other institutions.
was
as a sort of senior college
of
thought
and many came from other institutions
after two years in order to top off under
the great Dr. Nott.
.

President,

Dr.

remarkable

.

records for the year 1833
that
prove
many of the two hundred
and thkty-two students at Union Col
in that year had transferred
from other halls of learning. There

lege

sixty-six seniors, eighty-three
juniors, forty-six sophomores, thkty-

were

three freshmen, and four special stu
dents. Dr. Nott's liberal attitude in

welcoming students
leges, in this he was
than his

.

Ehphalet

.

The

ahead of it, but Harvard and Princeton
were behind and
Columbia was much
behind. There is no question but that in
1833 Union was the leader. This was not
due so much to its location or its fine
buildings as to its faculty and particularly
was a

...

...

Most of the time from 1825 to 1850
Union College was the
largest in the United
States. Several different years Yale
got

its

describes

His main power

Fox:

.

College. Dr. Fox
eminent predecessor:

dealing

England

.

hu

was one

country's

of Union

narrow

Ryan

reforms.

Dr. Nott

foremost educators.
As President from 1804 to 1866, for
sixty-two years he guided 'with a
wise and human hand the destinies
of the

in departing from
classical training.
The early days of old Union are
well described by one of America's
leading historians and the present
President of the CoUege, Dr. Dixon

the

out

eloquent preacher, an
standing inventor, a leader in
An

leader in the

academic Ike of the country. Cer
tainly outside of New England it was
the foremost educational institution
in the United States. To its halls
Union attracted

Upsilon.

November 24, 1833

thirty-eight

thousand inhabitants, has

an

detract from them.

can

C H A P T E R

ber 24, 1833, in a quaint Dutch set
tlement on the banks of the Mohawk.
Union

Nothing

fraternity

in

unmatched

cure,

Union College

Psi

UPSILON

JP Si

OF

of

from other col
far

contemporaries,

strength

more

lenient

was a source

to Union.

It has been said that Dr. Nott

was

tender to the wkkul and

"specially
wayward,"

Nott. Dr. Nott

man.

56

too much

so

in the

opin-

THE
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ion of

some. But the records show
his
that
tolerance reclaimed many a
spirited but well-meaning boy. Be

ment.

yond

of

tude

doubt this

understanding

WiUard

atti

one

founded

Alpha
Phi in

at

fraternities

Union

CoUege�Kappa

(thus carrying on the two letter
tradition), Chi Psi in 1841, and Theta
Delta Chi m 1848. The first three,
sometimes called the "Union Triad,"

access

chap

.

the idea

nomenclature,

and has since remained

THE

in The

Story

Upsilon,

sources:

to

its

privileges dependent
.

ter, the fifth, had been placed at
Union in 1817. But Phi Beta
Kappa,
which beyond doubt
gave to the

early became

'51,

upon

scholastic rank than upon good fellowship.
Its decline brought with it the establish
The
ment of other student societies.
other impulse which had its share in giving
birth to these sodalities was the public
excitement that prevailed throughout the
country, during the decade and a half
which stretched from 1820 to 1835, in re
gard to the right or wrong of free masonry.
The politics of the time referred to
turned upon the question of secret socie
ties; and the opponents of free masonry
organized anti-secret societies over all the
land. In the midst of so much public dis
cussion it naturally occurred to college

may be called the founders of the
American fraternity system. Phi Betta
Kappa had been established at Wkliam and Mary in 1776, and a

CoUege fraternity

Psi

...

were

1825, Sigma Phi and Delta
1827, Psi Upsilon in 1833

American

scholastic attain

The remoter starting-point was the
academic associatioii known as Phi Beta
At the end of the first quarter
Kappa.
of this century the Phi Beta Kappa had
begun to lose its hold upon the imdergraduate mind�possibly because it had
ceased to possess the attractive elerneht of
mystery, possibly because the college fac
ulties had asserted jurisdiction over its
transactions, arid had elected to make

in

of the Greek letter

Fiske,

The Psi

cipal

birth and nurture of the American

college fraternity.
Six of the leading

high

attributes the
Greek letter fraternities to two prin

of the factors which
made Union such fertile sok for the
was

reward for

a

BmTHPLACE OF

.

.

.

.

PSI

UPSILON

Original home of Union College, Schenectady, N. Y., built in 1797; from a photo taken
about 1860 and never before reproduced. The principal features are the fan lights over
the doors, the long Palladian windows lighting the stair wells, the cupola and railing on
the roof, the high wooden fence typical of Dutch inclusiveness. At the time this
in 1900.
picture was taken the building was used as a public school. It was demolished
57

Edward Mar
Img Goodale Hadley,
tindale, Charles Washington Harvey
and Merwin Henry Stewart. Thek

students that they, too, ought to have their
"secret" associations, and they accordingly
proceeded to establish them; and these
were ultimately followed
by "anti-secret"
societies

as

George
ert

impossible," he later wrote,

to restrain them and I have
decided to lead them and train them

'longer

infancy,
a

as

it

might

at

dying

less human and broadminded

American student Ike

was

skon. In the narrow and prescribed
coUege Ike of the early nineteenth

exec

century fraternities furnished

to

differs

Opinion

the

causes

founding

of Psi

as

to

an
surplus
aU
in
opportunity for expression. But
probabkity the deske for congenial
companionship was the underlying

motive in the foundation of

In his oration before the

Upsilon.

Convention held with the

1880, die Hon. Clarkson

'42, the grandson of

Dr. Samuel

Nott Potter

Dr. Nott and

motive

was

were

one

paramount.

Taylor '38,

the

tensely bitter college politics of that
day was the dkect reason for the
action of

our

.

speaker undoubtedly

of the Rev.

first freshman to enter the portals of
Psi Upskon, beheved that the in

Toward the close of a summer day a
young man was looking out of an upper
window.
Just then another student
entered and the two friends fell to talking
of the beauty of the scenery and the col
lege and college affairs. Presently two
others joined them and their conversation
turned upon the need there was of a new
society. At last as it grew dark, the visitors
arose to leave. It had been
fully decided
that these young men would endeavor to
establish a new fraternity. "Good
night,
thine, cordially," said the visitors as they
departed. "Good night, thine, always," re
sponded to each the one who remained.
It was thus, as I have heard, that our fra
ternity was first suggested. It was to the
casual parting that we owe the four-sided
rhomboidal badge with its emblem of
clasped hands. By these four men and
their three associates the Society was estab
lished.

the

Fra

Goodale, Theta '36,

The Hon. William

autumn of 1833:

The four students referred to

opinion

our

of the iUustrious seven, the social

intimately
early
Chapter, undoubtedly spoke of one
of several meetings held in the early

.

In the

ternity.

Phi in

connected with the

.

out

an

energy and gave

let for

allowed to

grow and bloom in fertke sok.
which led to the

Barnard.

fluenced the foundation of Psi Up-

in

the hands of

utive, this unusual contribution

were

The presence at Union of Kappa
the
Alpha, Sigma Phi and Delta Phi,
first general coUege fraternities in
the United States, beyond doubt m-

doubted the usefulness of fraterni

to useful ends." Instead of

Samuel Goodale,
Washington Tuttle and Rob

associates

weU.

Understanding though he was of
student problems, at first Dr. Nott
ties. "It is

UPSILON
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Founders. In his "Rem
our Found

iniscences," he 'wrote of
ers:

being members of any secret society,
felt that they were used and abused
in the distribution of honors and officers
in the Delphian Institute.
Not

they

And

they

so

ternity

decided

of fhek

to start

a

fra

o'wn.

In the cloistered Ike of Union Col

the

literary

societies

played an
important part. Presenting debates,

lege

orations and declamations

of

on

aU sorts

subjects, producing plays, main
taining exceUent hbraries (in the
early years superior to that of the
College), they were encouraged by
the faculty. Among these societies

by

Ster58
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for

rivalry

members, for literary su
premacy and in campus politics was
keen.

The

oldest, the Adelphic Society
founded m 1797, passed out of exist
the nineteenth
century.
Society which
began in 1798 stiU functions. The
Delphian Institute was started in
1819 and existed with more or less
vkality down to 1933. Our historians
state that the
Delphian Institute was

during

ence

The

Philomathean

founded

by

southern aristocratic in

fluence,

in

opposition

societies, and "was

to

the older

more

close and

further information

we

the

on

who -wrote

on

History of
ternity, writes:

.

Delphian
Ingham '47,
1847:

I was initiated into the
Institute
a society in this college.
Delphian
It
has I think more of an enterpris
ing spirit than either of the others�I did
not join on account of any great benefit
I expected to receive but in order that I
might have "a local habitation" after I had

This

.

.

.

.

morning

.

.

bid adieu to the

Professor

college.

Fiske,

.

.

our

the

Taylor '38, in
Psi Upsilon Fra

Several of the students of Union College,
members of the Sophomore Class of 1833
and belonging to the Delphian Institute
being desirous of a more close and
friendly intercourse than that afforded by
that association, determined to unite them
selves into a club� or secret society. The
first record of their meetings is in the fol
lowing words:
�We, the Undersigned, having a de
termination to form a secret society, and
having had some conversation upon the
subject, do now and hereby pledge our
sacred honors that we will keep all that
has been said and done a most profound
secret and that, if we please, at or be
fore the beginning of the next term, we
will meet and form a society.

of the

January 23,

long preserved� a precious

was

The

Delphian

...

more

had aroused

sentiment in col

The Hon. WiUiam

turn for

The members of the Delphian Institute
were in a
large part the organizers of Psi
Upsilon. But it is not correct to say that
Psi Upsilon supplanted the
Delphian Insti
tute
it went on for
many years. There
was double
membership as between the
Institute and the fraternities. Chester A.
Arthur, who was a Psi U, was also a mem
ber of the Delphian Institute.

Institute from Albert C.

styled,

1833.

Institute:

We learn

were

and notably in the lower
classes. Seven independent and spirited
members of those classes resolved to coimteract the tendencies of the old secret
societies by the formation of a new one,
which should be broader and more liberal
in its constitution and action. This resolu
tion grew directly out of a literary society
and class contest, in which these seven had
stood shoulder to shoulder until their
efforts ended in victory.
After this successful struggle they jointly
subscribed a formal agreement, pledging
themselves to unite in an association which
should be conducted for the common weal.
This "Pledge," as it was subsequently

of three hundred and
To Dr. Fox

they

lege circles,

termed,

ary societies." The Founders of Psi
Upskon belonged to the Delphian
Institute which
during its one hun
dred and fourteen years had a total

membership

as

great deal of indignant

a

bit of tawny paper� in the archives of the
new
organization, and was wisely and rev
erently copied by the Hon. Alexander
Hamilton Rice, into the capitular records
of the Theta, where its text may still be
read. It bears the date of November 24,

secret than either of the other hter-

twenty-two.

"haUs,"

.

.,

Signed:
Sterhng

R. Barnard,
Geo. W. Tutde,
C. W. Harvey, Saml

M.

H.

G.

Hadley,

Stewart,

Edw. Martindale,
Goodale, Union Coll.

.

Nov.

24, 1833.

brkliant his
With the

torian, writes:

Psi

arbitrary action of the Greek-letter
already existent, especially in
reference to the literary associations or
The

Upsilon

The

societies

Psi

59

signing
was

seven

Upsilon

of this

Pledge

born.

immortal Founders of
were

Samuel Goodale,
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and notable career at the bar.
A member of the Legislature of New
York, and of a Constitutional Con
vention, judge and surrogate, a reg

Goodale Hadley, Edward
Martindale and George Washington

Sterhng

a

Tuttle of the class of 1836, and Rob
ert Barnard, Charles
Washington

Harvey

and Merwin

Henry

sturdy

stock, they
found

England
were

a new

qualified

end in 1901.

Edward Martindale, bom at Sandy
HiU, New York, was the thkd of the
founders who were members of the
class of 1836 to be honored with

to

order.

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Goodale was
born in 1814 in Berkshire County,
Massachusetts.
He
received his

bachelor's

degree

in

1836,

election to Phi Beta

was

York,

prominent lawyer
Jersey and Iowa. Enlisting in
the Union forces during the Civil
War as a private, he rose to the rank

gained

degree

He

New

Kappa Key, re
degree in 1839,

and in 1841 earned the

Kappa.

in New

a

the coveted Phi Beta

ceived his master's

bankruptcy, state assessor,
distinguished career came to an

his

and New York

well

long

ister in

Stewart

of the class of 1837. Men of ability,
of foresight and energy, bred of the
New

UPSILON

PSI

of colonel.

of

For

offered

gallant

service

commission

he

brig

bachelor of

was

eral

general which he refused. He
was the first mihtary governor of
Petersburg, Virginia, a command he

divinity from the Gen
Theological Seminary. Fkty

a

as

a

adier

years after he had aided in founding
our
Fraternity, Nebraska CoUege, in
recognition of his long and useful

hfe, conferred upon him the degree

one
year. Colonel Martin
dale died in San Diego in 1904, in

of doctor of

his

divinity

honoris

From 1841 to 1848 he
in

was

eighty-seventh year.
George Washington Tuttle,
went to Union College from

causa.

engaged

missionary work in central
During the next eighteen

York.

he

was

held for

New

gate,

years
the rector of various churches

in New

along

York, Michigan, Illinois and
1866, appointed missionary

recendy

Raihoad, he took up his resi-.
dence at Columbus, Nebraska, and

ous

became the rector of the

York

cific

honorary

canon

Win-

the age of

career

as

a

merchant, first

Ulster

six

County and then in
City. Retiring in 1868, he

in

New

lived
for many years in Bath, New York.
He died in 1903.
Robert Barnard, a native of Pough-

Episcopal

Church there. Dr. Goodale retked
from active service in 1886. From
an

at

was admitted to the bar, but
shortly
thereafter began a long and prosper

constructed Pa

1868 untk his death in 1898 he

York,

teen, received his bachelor's degree
in 1836. He then studied law and

Iowa. In

the

New

who

was

of the Cathedral

N. Y., entered coUege at the
of
sixteen.
He received his bach
age
elor's degree in 1837 and his master's

keepsie,

in Omaha.

The Hon. Sterling G. Hadley was
born at Goshen, Litchfield
County,
Connecticut, in 1812. Elected to Phi

in 1840. After

brilhant legal
Poughkeepsie which lasted
from 1840 to 1853, he was forced in
the latter year to move, for reasons

degree
career

Beta

Kappa, he received his bach
degree in 1836 and his master's
degree in 1839. Admitted to the prac
elor's

of

tice of law in the latter
year, he had

health,

to

died in 1855.
60

a

in

Cahfomia,

where he

THE

C

H

A

Charles

Washington Harvey was
Albany in 1810. Leaving col
after
two years, the
lege
only one of

P

T

E

S

R

the freshman and

sophomore

years

bom in

was

the

members of these classes. Albert P.
Jacobs, Phi '73, began The Epitome

founders not to receive a
from
Union, he graduated
degree
from the medical department of the
University of Buffalo, and in later
seven

years

was

the

recipient
For

orary degrees.
of high repute in
to

Ike in

private

a

city of Schenec
building, now
used as a public school, but which, fifty
years ago was tenanted by students of
Union College. In an attic-room of this
edifice, Nov. 24, 1833, seven undergradu
ates met, and signed a formal pledge to

physician

Buffalo, he retired
1872, and died in
Stewart

graduation

after

Kappa, was a private tutor
Virginia. Richly gifted in heart
and mind, while yet the Fraternity

stood at the threshold of its career,
was called
away in 1838 as he
was about to enter the sacred min

hundred

Psi U's

Theta

meeting

the present Union campus.
hkely the mystic place was in
doyratown Schenectady. The min
cure

on

some

reveal

a

motion to

as

on

June 24,

wrote

the

follows:

since five
No. 11 Old

The formation of the

nity

was

at

first

rians inform

se

memento from the "Old

Union School" which

Y.,

which I may claim to be Father and shall
be present unless I am detained by at
tendance upon Supreme Court at Utica.

More

utes of 1890

N.

sophomores met at my
College and conceived
the idea of estabhshing the Society of
which we are now proud. Nothing will
give me more pleasure than to attend the
Decennial Anniversary of our Society of

the hallowed

stand

Waterloo,

passed
room

band was held.
Some have assumed that it was in
one of the rooms in the venerable
North or South Colleges which still
of

its west side.

Yours of the 20th was duly received this
I was much startled to be
thus forcibly reminded that ten years has

today may well ask
immortal Pledge was

and where the first

purposes,

morning and

of

signed

educational

to

1843, Sterhng G. Hadley

eternal debt.

the

on

From

twenty-two thousand members of

where

Wil

no

Raihoad,

one

eight years ago as
freshmen and sophomores acted with
such wisdom and foresight some
owe an

by

longer belonging to the Univer
sity. It stands, surrounded by trees, in the
heart of Schenectady close to the Central

and

Fraternity

devoted

stul

though

istry.
students who

society.

Many of us have seen, perhaps without
knowing it, the venerable cradle of Psi
Upsilon. It is a stately building of stone,

he

seven

secret

lard Fiske, Psi '51, who wrote in
1876:

in

To these

a

massive stone

a

This view is corroborated

in 1837 and election to

Phi Beta

our

stands

organize

Henry

were

Near the center of the

tady

1886.
Merwin

Our Founders

on.

with these lines written in 1884:

of many hon

long

carried

ening
society

being torn
down since this was the place "where
our Fraternity was founded." The
College in the thirties maintained a
building downtown. West CoUege it
was called, at Union and College
was

its

us

kept

that it
in

position

to

new

Frater

Histo

secret.
was

the

strength
Uterary

which its members be

longed, and otherwise laying the
foundation for an auspicious start.
Psi

Upsilon's

year

or

smooth.

streets, where much of the work of

gested
61

career,

two,
Edward

the

was

during
by no

its first
means

Martindale

symbohc

sug

letters which,

have touched the hearts of

twenty-two thousand
of which with

the Official Constitution of that date
was discovered in 1936 in the shop

nearly

successors,

and

of

good poet, John
Saxe,
Godfrey
Alpha '53, we proudly
our

of thirteen other members of the
Fraternity, is now in the archives of

thanks to old Cadmus, who made us
his debtors.
By inventing, one day, those capital letters.
Which still from the heart we shall know
how to speak
When we've fairly forgotten the rest of
our Greek.
was

the Executive Council.
The foUowing are the

arranged

the

It
Badge pubhcly
F.
Mr.
Luke
designed by
Newland, a noted jeweler in Albany,
the maker of our earliest badges,
who had been consulted by a com

had been

Harvey

was

their initiation.

a

pohcy of conservative expansion. It
was
adopted, we are told, at the in
of Maunsell Van Rensselaer

'38, later President of Hobart Col

lege.
In the meantime
were

added to the

members

youthful society.

the first decade,
and did take place at any

Initiations,

might

new

during

time, often

Upsilon
fraternity

at

seems

special meetings.
to

Psi

have been the first

to initiate

members from

Sterling

G.

Order. His election was for a
kept secret so that he could
work quietly among the members of
his class.
The Minute Book of the Theta
tells us that the first Constitution of
our

16, 1834. On

time

brouck '37, and Samuel R.

Fratemity

uary 10, 1834.

Hadley

The first to be initiated after the
adoption of the Constitution was
John H. E. Beach '38, on January

aU classes, and Wilham Taylor '38,
was the first freshman admitted to

our

they

'36; Edward Martindale '36; Samuel
Goodale '36; George W. Tuttle '36;
Robert Barnard '37; Edward F.
Cushman '36, Feb. 6, 1834; Duncan
Turner '36, Feb. 6, 1834; Charles
Floyd-Jones '36, Feb. 14, 1834; Wkliam H. Backus '36, ( date unknown) ;
Merwin H. Stewart '37; Chr. W.
Harvey '37; John H. E. Beach '38,
Jan. 16, 1834; S. R. Beardsley '36,
Jan. 31, 1834; Comehus S. Conkhng
'36, Feb. '14, 1834; Jeremiah S. Lord
'36, Feb. 14, 1834; Absalom Townsend '36, Feb. 14, 1834; Ehsha Tay
lor '37, Feb. 6, 1834; James Brown
'36, Sept. 6, 1834; Archibald Reid
'36, Sept. 26, 1834.

member. The name "Theta" was not
assumed until 1838, by which time
Psi Upsilon had embarked upon its

stance

signatures

in the order in which

The names
appear on this document.
of the seven Founders are printed in
italics. The figures which follow the
other names indicate the date of

wom.

mittee of which Dr.

manu

beyond doubt the Constitu
tion signed by the seven original
Founders and bearing the signature

Many

June, 1834,

rare

tance,

same.

until

dealer in old and

scripts. This document, an
manuscript of great historic impor

Success to Psi Upsilon, beautifvd name
To the eye and the ear it is pleasant the

Not

a

undated

say:

Diamond
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'36,

January 31,

Louis Has-

Beardsley

initiated, and, at a special
on
meeting
Febmary 6, Edward F.
Cushman '36, Duncan Turner '36,
and Ehsha Taylor '37, were instaUed.

adopted on Jan
By happy comcidence

were

At another

was

ary
62

14,

special meeting on Febru

Absalom

Townsend

'36,

THE

C

H

A

P

T

E
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S

Charles

mously adopted

Lord '36, and Comelius S.

ary

Floyd-Jones '36, Jeremiah S.
Conkhng
'36, joined Psi Upsilon. James Brown
'36, and Archibald Reid '36, became
members of the

Fraternity

on

Sep

tember 26, 1834. This accounts for
all who are mentioned as being mem
bers in

September, 1834.
Apparendy the early members
were not
entirely satisfied with the
Constitution as originally 'written,
because,
on

we

are

May 9, 1834,

sisting
send,

of

told, at a meeting
a Committee, con
Stewart and Town-

Hadley,
appointed

to revise the
document. It is evident that a new
Constitution was not drafted in its
was

final form until later, because the
names of
James Brown and Archi
bald Reid, who
until

were

initiated

not

September 26, 1834,

appear on
this old document which must be re
garded as the first and original Psi

Upsilon Constitution.
Joseph W. Gott '37 and WiUiam
Taylor '38, both of whom were initi
ated

on

November 17, 1834,

first members whose

names

are

the

do not

appear on this original document.
This indicates the early Constitution
fell into disuse subsequent to Sep

tember, 1834.
LeRoy J. Weed, '01,

in

speaking

of this Constitution, wrote in The
Diamond of June, 1939:
That this
is the first

recently-unearthed

one

document

is further substantiated

by

with a later Constitution
which appears in the Minute Book. The
language of the former has been much
improved. By comparing the handwriting,
it is evident that this original docvunent
was written
by Sterling G. Hadley, while
the Constitution which has been in the
archives of the Theta Chapter for more
than a
was written by Merwin H.

comparing

it

century
Stewart, as indicated by its chirography.
In conclusion, it is the opinion that this
document

was

the

one

which

was

imani-

at

the meeting

10, 1834� Brother Goodale

Janu
being in

on

the Chair� and that it was continued in use
until September 26, 1834. It is our belief
that this recently-discovered document
should, therefore, be designated THE
FOUNDERS' CONSTITUTION.

years of Psi Upsilon
were not without
hardship. Growth
and progress were hindered by the
The

early

older Greek letter societies. The
"Union Triad" agreed to exclude
from Phi Beta Kappa even those

Upsilon who were
quahfied scholastically. But Presi

members of Psi
dent Nott

issued the

came

to

following

the

rescue

and

ultimatum:

Gentlemen, I want you to elect two
members of the Psi Upsilon society, and if
you do not do it in term time, why, you
see, we can and will do it in vacation. So
do just as you please.
The Psi U's

were

elected.

The minutes of the Theta give in
the
many instances a clear hint as to
hfe and customs of the

changing
Chapter.

But

now

bare statement tells
can

only conjecture

and
so

again

httle that

what

the
one

prompted

the resolution. In 1836 it was re
solved to have only twenty -five mem

bers. The minutes of 1846 state that
to be ehgible for election to Psi Up
skon the candidate must be enrolled
in a college or university instead of

just being hberally educated.

In

1849 the initiation fee was six dol
lars. A pass word for entrance into
the haU was not required until 1856.
A year later it

was

decided that

A member of the Union College faculty
shall be a regular or honorary member and
that the fratemity will cooperate with the
college to its fullest extent.

During the Theta's early decades
meetings were held in various places.
September 15, 1843, Hooper C. Van

Vorst

'39,

from

wrote

Albany

to

I am much pleased with the contem
plated ( action ) of the Theta Chap, to fur
nish a permanent Hall in Schenectady

old

I make

that the

question but

no

call to
should

would

respond to a
assist you in adorning it properly
you care to call on them generally.
graduates

The Psi records

an

invitation

on

March 16, 1848, to attend the dedi
cation "of the Psi Upsilon Hall at
Union." Until the Civil War k was
customary to meet in downtown

occasionally

Schenectady,

stu

a

dent's room served as "The dear old
shrine." The problem of obtaining
lodge rooms occupies much of the
minutes.

By

dollars

ing fifty
Hotels

1856 the Theta

disappeared,
long
only by the oldest inhabit
Schenectady, are mentioned

at least

Saloon and

Brigg's

once

the Truax Saloon.

In 1855 Theta

paying,

was

minutes tell us, twelve dollars

for pew rent,
town

church,

in

e'vidently
so

a

years a tmly re
the ivied haUs
trod
markable group
of Psi Upsilon at Union. MaunseU

During

Shakespearean play

the

a

year
down

a

rejected

that tiie exercises be

an

Chapters. John Upfold

'39, served as a judge of the
Circuit Court of Indiana, as a mem

large

ber of the House of
and
zil.

proposal

as

His

was

respected judge

the

as a

'39,

in New York.

member of

M. Wheeler

John

Upsilon enjoyed period of prosper
ity. Former historians of the Theta,
Frederick B. Richards '88, and Wk-

Van Vorst

classmate, Clarkson Nott Potter

'39, served

con

Representatives,

United States Consul to Bra

Hooper Gumming

was a

University

'41,

of

Congress.

Treasurer of

Michigan,

who

aided the Phi from its birth, as he
continued to aid it untk his death,
with time, money, and wise counsel,

a

Sa'wyer '95,

associate founder of the Delta

and Lambda

hterary subjects.

L.

as a

pohtician
lawyer,
York City, where he was active in
founding our first branch. The Hon.
WiUiam Taylor '38, had a long and
distinguished career, as professor of
mathematics, an inspector of pubhc
schools in New York City, a member
of the State Legislature, and editor
of the Whig Press. Always active in
the affairs of the Fraternity, he was

From 1833 untk the Civk War Psi

loughby

Isaac

in New

'writer and

read at each

and in 1847

fined to

classmate,

His

Pettit

meeting,

a

'38, President of Ho

College, was the first of a long
hue of distinguished Psi Upsilon
presidents of American colleges and

in the

was

early

bart

meetings. From the first
on various
essays
topics assigned by
the Chapter were given. In 1841 one

part

the

Van Rensselaer

that the members

might worship together.
Literary exercises played

Kappa.

Dayton '38, gained prominence

re

again and again. Givens, Mathews,
City, American, Phoenix and Tem
perance are among the names given,
and

of Phi Beta

rent.

since

of

soon

universities.

membered
ants

Chapter

pay

was

year for

a

became influential in
membership was made
college affairs,
men of high ideals and character,
of
up
and a correspondingly high standard of
scholarship maintained. In after life an un
usually large percentage of its alumni be
na
came prominent in pohtical affairs of
tion and state; in the church, law, medi
cine, education, army, na-vy and business.
In the first twenty-five years of its history,
one initi
seventy of its two himdred and
ates were elected to the honorary society

The

its

Alexander H. Rice '44:

City; and

UPSILON

SI

J

OF

ANNALS

write:

wrote
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some

of

our

most

beautkul

THE

songs,

H

A

including "Psi Upskon, Psi U."

Samuel Winslow

judge

C

of the

Jackson '42,

Supreme

was

P

T

E

R

S

served with the Confederate
As the war dragged on, the

Army.
Chapter,

a

Court of New

as

would be

expected,

York. Alexander Hamilton Rice '44,
a
representative in Congress, a dis
tinguished Governor of the Com
monwealth of Massachusetts, influ
ential in the founding of the

low ebb

President of the SemiCentennial Convention. WendeU La-

founder of the Iota.

when, had

Robert

held

was

'44,

moroux

a

prominent educator,
at Columbia,

among the first of a distinguished
fine of Psi U
bishops. Charles Babwas

CorneU

leamed

professor
University. Chester A. Arthur
was a

at

'48, elected Vice-President of the
United States, served as the
twentyfirst President of our
country and
its destinies from 1881 to
1885. Frederick WiUiam Seward '49,

guided

saved. The Convention of

Albany July 21, 22, had
chapters to aid in re-estab
lishing the Theta, 'Tay sending thither
members of the Fratemity from
asked the

their

numbers." And the Con
vention of 1864, held with the Psi,
own

voted that the "Resusci

of the Theta be entrusted

Chapter." According

to

was

too

far removed

delegated their pow
ers in the
premises to the Psi Chap
ter which thus felt it had plenary
powers and acted accordingly."
and

In the

so

spring

of 1865 five Union

undergraduates were initiated by the
Psi. The minutes of 1865 spe'cffically

severely handicapped.
Kappa Epsilon, Theta

mention the Psi "whose fihal

Delta Chi, and Zeta Psi, became ex
tinct at that time, but the Theta

�two

was

matter

CoUege suffered during the
Civil War. The fraternities in par

was

'61, the sole

1863 held in

1866, "The Xi

Union

survive. War

Iota

from Union to take action in the

member of the United States House
of Representatives.

managed to
entirely new

timely

the minutes of the Convention of

George Crockett Strong '55, a
Major General, died during the Civil
War. Lyman Kidder Bass '56, was a

Three,

Theta

with the Xi

son.

were

McNekly,

July 19, 20,

Assistant Secretary of State
under Presidents Lincoln and
John

Delta

1864

Brasee, Iota '63, and David M. M.
Zeller, Iota '64, to Union. The pe
titioners had repaid their debt; the

tation

was

ticular

1863 and

it not been for the

in the dark days of the Civil
the
Iota came to the rescue of
War,
the Theta by sending Morton E.

professorships

'47,

dechned. The

Then,

WeUs and Union. Abram Newkirk
Littlejohn '45, Protestant Episcopal
Bishop of the Diocese of New York,

cock

in

aid of the Iota, the Chapter would
have died. The Theta had initiated

Alpha

Chapter,

came

outstepping

the bounds of

love,

conven

tional restraints, displayed its po
tency in the earnest efforts which
resulted in the triumphant re-estab-

not

to our Mother Chapter
members of the Theta had

hshment of the Theta, the Mother
Chapter of our glorious brother
hood." No class has passed at Union

marched away to the Mexican War
�one was killed at Monterey. Dur

the Civil War some fifty mem
since 1836 without a Psi Upsilon
bers of the Theta were in the armed
forces of the Union, over ninety per
delegation and after 1865 prosperity
cent were officers, and at least one returned to the Theta.

ing
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town, in the eighties having rooms io
the Myers Block on State Street.
Of the housing situation at this

The minutes of the late nineteenth

century reveal that the Chapter's Ike

steadily became more regularized.
Meetings were held at stated inter
vals, initiations generally in the fall.
Pew rent was still paid the First
Dutch Reformed, the Presbyterian
and the Episcopal Churches. Much

time.

.

held

are

and all sorts of subjects are dis
cussed. Many have to do with fra

ternity
to note

"That,

matters, but it is of interest
that in 1895 such topics as

the United States should

belhgerency

Hawaii"

decided in the

of

rec

Cuba,"

were

.

debated and

negative.

One custom of the Theta still

tinues�that of the
their

.

...

"That, the United States should

annex

'84, has

...

the

ognize
and

Dow Beekman

When I entered coUege in 1880 the
Chapter had three large rooms in the sec
ond story of what was called at that time
the "Myers Block" on State Street imme
diately west of the Erie Canal. The rooms
consisted of two sitting rooms and the
The rooms
Lodge Room in the rear.
were well fiuriished and were very com
fortable and the Chapter was in a prosper
Of course we were then
ous condition.
tiie
idea
of building a Chapter
advocating
House. Some of the graduate Psi U's who
resided in Schenectady vuged the purchase
of a brick building on Union Street a short
A ie^
distance south of Chiurch Street.
of us were opposed to this idea. Against
I urged that a
considerable opposition
Chapter House in the lower part of the
City removed nearly a mile from the Col-

these years refer to general frater
nity matters, to petitions from other
colleges. Literary exercises become

important� still they

Judge

written to the author:

of the material in the minutes of

less

UPSILON

pins upside

con

pledges wearing

down to mark their

ties to the Mother

Chapter

of Psi

Upsilon.
But above all in the late nine

teenth

century, the Theta

ested in
1871

a

building

a

inter

home. As

committee of

appointed

was

early as
undergraduates

Theta House of 1892

to raise

money for a
"new haU." The Theta had hired the
was

formerly occupied by

rooms

Odd Fellows. But

a

house

would be entirely unsuitable
and unattractive on account of the dis
tance which the students would have to
walk to reach the Chapter House to attend
their classes. In those days there were no
street cars in Schenectady. Otir ideas finally
prevailed and negotiations were opened
between the Chapter and the Trustees of
the College which finally culminated in
the College agreeing to lease a lot on the
Campus on which we could erect a Chap
ter House. It was an innovation because
up
to that time there was no
Fratemity House
on the
Campus, but we, however, obtained
the best location on the Campus Grounds.
The location being on a rise of
groimd
nearest to the
College Buildings and over
looking the Campus. Bonds were issued by

lege Campus

the

was ever

in the back of their minds.

By 1873
which
after
a time
rented,
abandoned. A Psi Upsilon eat
club was formed which contin

one was
was

ing

ued with some
regularity. Still no
house was built and rentals rose

steadily.
$108

In 1876 the

chapter paid

year. Finally, in 1877, the
Theta resolved that a "commodious
a

chapter house be built." Meanwhile
the Theta continued to meet down
66

Theta Chapter House, Union College. Built in 1938 on site
of former house. College Campus,
New York

Schenectady,

Interior of Theta

Chapter House,

1938

Theta Chapter of 1876

Theta

Group

of 1878

THE
the

CHAPTERS

few years afterwards
Chapter
were
paid and some others who held bonds
surrendered and donated them to the

which

a

Chapter gratis.

beautiful

stone seat, about the flag
the
pole
campus, inscribed with
the names of the Founders. Eight
on

memorable Conventions have been
The

house,

large

a

wooden

building

nineties,

was

comfortable

held with the Theta-those in 1843,
1852, 1863, 1869, 1883, 1903, 1922

typical of the
completed in 1892, and
with appropriate ceremo

dedicated

so

and 1933.
Almost

the Commencement Exer
cises of that year. The most notice

nies

at

able feature

was

a

over

the

forts of the late Edward
J. Wheeler
'85, this house stood until several

of the

Chapter.

Some

the

By

the

twenties the Theta

inadequacy

flourishing and the
Chapter House

was

'15, and Mrs. Baker.
1833, the Theta has had
and ten members;
hundred
eight

Baker

of the

Since

became apparent. Sentiment again
developed for a new home, prompted

two

somewhat by the approaching Cen
tennial. Some money was raised, but
it was not
enough to finance a new
and
the funds were expended
house,

refurnishing and a partial
building of the old one.
on

The

glorious

Centennial in 1933
event in

was

ing.

ual mention of aU who have served
Heading the

hst, of

a

and the Theta. Over a thou
sand Psi U's and friends attended
the celebration on November 22, 23,

lon

a

presented

the

college

at

distinguished

least ten have

careers

as

judges

a

forty

Upsi

with

President of the

great many have been prom
inent at the bar; over twenty have
been leaders in education; nearly
and

present who

Centennial Memorial Psi

one

Governors;

state

had

had attended the Semi-Centennial.
As

course, is

United States, and at least eight
members of Congress; two have
served in the diplomatic service of
their country; several have been

re

temity

were

hundred and sixty-three are UvSpace does not permit individ

their state and nation.

the Ike of the Fra

24, 1933. Thirteen

style

a

dignity, and conforms in spirit with
charming North and South Col
leges, which were constructed in
1814 after plans of the famous
French architect, Jacques Ramee.
The house was completely furnished
through the generosity of Walter C.

nor

College and the
fifty to sixty mem

early

more

alumni.

Theta

smooth stucco finish, the ef
fect is one of great simphcity and

bers served in the armed forces of
their country and of these four
paid
the supreme sacrffice.
once

on

costing $115,000,

seventy-five

with

of the Theta continued. The
the

and

Built in the "Greek Revival"

century the

again disrupted

again.

successful and the

formally opened

was

CoUege,

from

rebuilding.

mal Ike

was

the house, the finest on the Union
Campus, was made possible by gkts

years ago, twice suffering fires which
necessitated partial

growth

house started

April 30, 1938. Designed by McKim,
Mead and White, the architects of

Valley hkls. Made a possibkity
through the interest and untiring ef

World War

Theta

new

the Mo

hawk

With the turn of the

new

This time it

tower, the top

of which looked

room

for the

immediately the movement

have been

clergymen

and mis

sionaries; many have had brilliant

a

67

careers as

doctors;

Centennial; Frederick B. Richards
'88, Secretary and Treasurer of the
New York Historical Society; John
Myers Furman '89, a noted organist,
headmaster of a boys' school, a priest

fifteen have

some

been editors. Of late years,
creasing number have made

an

in

an

ex

cellent record in business.
But

of

few of the Theta's

a

distinguished

alumni

can

long
be

list

of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
nine
During the last decade of the

men

tioned. Of those who attended Union
in the late seventies, Charles M. Cul
ver

'78,

was

a

teenth century Herbert CrandaU De
'90, Governor of North Dakota;

prominent physician;

Puy

and Frank Louis Sevenoak '79, was
professor and for a time Acting
of

President

Technology.

Institute

Stevens

The

eighties brought

the halls of the Theta

an

Mayor
estant

to

raihoad builder and

one-time

Evening
Schaick, Jr. '94, clergyman, edkor,
teacher, active in religious and pub
lic affairs, a major during the World

distinguished Chicago
execu

War, and Red Cross Commissioner
in Belgium under Herbert Hoover;

'84, judge, lawyer, and

editor of The Diamond; George F.
Allison '84, prominent New York

WiUiam

trial

York

lawyer,

active in civic

editor of The

editor of the Bal
Sun; John Van

literary

timore

tive, editor of The Diamond; Dow
Beekman

Episcopal Bishop

'92, Prot

of the Phil

ippines; George Briggs Lynes '94,

Ripton '80,
ing group: Benjamin
Professor of History and Dean of
Union College; Henry Chancellor

lawyer,

Schenectady;

'93,

the Rt. Rev.

Gouverneur Frank Mosher

of

H.

'83,

of

Voast

Van

SiUiman

Horace

outstand

Wood
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'95, Judge of die

AUen

Court of General Sessions in New

City, were members
Mother Chapter. LeRoy J.

hfe, also

Diamond; Irving P.

of our
Weed

Estcourt

'01, Vice-President, Ginn and Com

Service

pany, a member of the Executive
Council of Psi Upsilon, a trustee of
Union College; Dr. G. MarceUus

'84, formerly with the Civil
Commission; Wallace Turner
Foote '85, a member of Congress,
and associate editor of The Diamond;
Edward Jonathan Wheeler '85, a
chemist of wide repute; J. Mont
gomery Mosher '86, a distinguished

Clowe '11,
Charles L.

prominent physician;
Hequembourg '12; and
Walter C. Baker '15, have been loyal
supporters of the Chapter.
Since 1836, ninety-five members

clinical

professor of neurology, in
sanity
electro-therapeutics at
the Albany Medical College, a welland

a

of the Theta have been honored

known medical 'writer; Rowland F.

with election to Phi Beta

B.

eight
Fratemity

Mahany '87, la'wyer, congressman,

editor of the

Buffalo Enquirer,

to

the

Act

of Labor, 1920-1921,
the American representative on the
International Commission of Immi

The

ing Secretary

sons

gration and Emigration at Geneva
1921; Hubert C. MandeviUe '88,

McLean
Vain

the

Kappa

and

record of which

justly proud.

of the Theta have added

the

renowned la'wyer, trustee of his
Ahna Mater, and Master of Ceremo
at

is

a

inspiring songs of our Fra
ternity. John M. Wheeler '41, com
posed "Psi Upsilon, Psi U;" Ward
to

in

nies

Sigma Xi,

'43, "Pleasant

Regrets;"

the

Memories and
Rev.

Tmman

Weed '75, "Brodiers of Loved Psi
U," and "Re-Union Jubkee;" and Dr.

never-to-be-forgotten
68
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Charles M. Culver '78, "The Heart
felt Bond."
The Theta has
in the affairs of

the

Fraternity.

A

P

T

S

Four

nears

The

are

Theta

stands

its second

cil. Four Theta

tions of Psi

Upsilon,

for the

to

nity;
to

Ward McLean

'43, from

1879

material

freely from

tradi

inspiration

an

come.

Qiy

Henry Case
John Morrell

The author has taken

days

glorious

We part tonight, to meet again;
Yet when we part for aye.
Unite us with
golden chain,
Psi Upsilon, Psi U.
John M. Wheeler '41.

1883, and the fourth President of

the Council; William
'66, from 1872 to 1873;

prepared

on

the Theta

G. Marcellus Clowe '11. Use has also been made of A
History
Chapter of Psi Upsilon by Frederick B. Richards '88, and

Dr.

by

of

Theta

Willoughby

Sawyer '95. Valuable assistance has been
LeRoy J. Weed '01.

DELTA

given by

local

Upskon
society

continued

at Union

to

College

be

February

that

a

was

corner

of Nassau and

Jeremiah Skidmore Lord
Dayton, were classmates

branch, the venerable Delta

Chapter at New York University,
originally called the "University of
the City of New York," was founded
February 11, 1837. No Chapter can
boast of sons more loyal, more de

and Isaac

until the

end of 1833.
To

John

V. Irwin

'94,

a

former

member of the Executive Council
and one-time archivist of the Fra

voted to Alma Mater and to Psi

ternity,

Upsilon.

Branch

we

of

indebted for The
Upsilon, a valuable

are

Psi

and accurate account of

than five years before, in
September, 1832, New York Uni
versity had first opened its doors.
Columbia, later to be the home of
Less

our

second

chapter:
The records of Union College show that
Lord matriculated there on January 4,
1834. In February 1834 he was initiated
into Psi Upsilon and in October of that
year he joined the Eucleian Literary Soci
ety at New York University. It thus appears
that from September 1832 to perhaps the

the Lambda, was then seventy-eight
years old. During that first autumn
one hundred and five students ma

youthful

11, 1837

Beekman Streets, the home of the
Mercantile Library. Two of these,

1836 had left the Theta's haUs. Our

triculated in this

'84,

L.

and

situated in Clinton Hall at

the southwest

until

after the members of the class of
first

Dow Beekman

CHAPTER

Ne-w York University

Psi

it

as

century, strong and vigor

tribute to the

a

ous,

have served on
the Executive Council of the Frater

today,

the end of the first decade of

members of the Board of Trustees,
and sixteen on the Graduate Coun
men

1879; and
'01, since

to

Weed

LeRoy Jefferson
1928.

U's

R

'73, from 1878

Rider

always been active
the College and of
Psi

E

institution
69
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end of 1833 he was at N. Y. U., during the
first part of the year 1834 at Union; and
from the fall of 1834 to 1836 again at
N. Y. U., where he graduated in July 1836
with the degree of A.B.

Of Isaac

the Delta's

Dayton

UPSILON

PSI

cember of 1836, Isaac Dayton, Theta
'38, WiUiam Taylor, Theta '38, and
Monkaws, Theta '39, re

George

turned to their homes in New York.

ac

historian writes:

curate

There is a record of the former Phdomathean Society of New York University
showing that Dayton was connected with
it from May 3, 1833 to December 13,
1833. It cannot be stated positively when
he left N. Y. U. The records of Union
CoUege show that he matriculated there as
a
sophomore on September 3, 1835 and
graduated there in 1838 with the degree
of A.B. In October 1835 he was initiated
into the Psi Upsilon. Lord was then in his
senior year at N. Y. U.

long Dayton conceived the
placing a chapter of Psi Up
in New York University. On

Before

idea of
silon

November 7, 1835, a committee was
appointed of which he seems to
have been the chairman "to

spond

University
a

on

the establishment of

branch thereof."

on

corre

with Bro. Lord at the N. Y.

Dayton reported

January 15, 1836 "that the estab

lishment of

a

branch in the Uni

City of New York was
not at present practicable," because
another Greek-letter society had just
entered that youthful institution.
This society was Alpha Delta Phi.
In fact both Sigma Phi and Alpha
versity

Delta

of the

Phi

had

in

1835

the first

other

society to extend to an
college, going to Hamilton in

1831, which

founding

undoubtedly
Alpha

there of

24, 1836, Psi

pointed

a

Upskon
branches.

we

called

ing

learn of

an

by Dayton

informal meet
and himself

on

December 6, 1836. This meeting, ac
cording to a letter of the beloved A.
Butler '53, was in a hotel at
of Fourth and Wooster

Ogden
the

corner

Streets, which "hotel," Irwin informs
us,

is

now

76

South. Of this

Washington Square
meeting Taylor re

called:
After

Delta Phi

on

October

at Union

ap
arrange for

During

De

some

conversation it was

meet

The

of

again the

adjourned

at the
residence of one of those gentlemen. Five
members of the University were present in
addition to the brethren from Union.

to

same

evening

evening meeting, at the home"
L. Graham, 26 St. Marks

John

Place,

committee to

estabhshing

1843,

led to the

in the next year.

The records show that

Taylor in The History of
Upsilon Fraternity written in

From "Bill"

the Psi

instaUed

chapters at New York University.
Sigma Phi, it is interesting to note,
was

Delta Hall of 1836

was

attended

by George

W.

'39, Wk-

Schuyler '37, Joshua
'39, John L. Graham,
Jr. '40, and undoubtedly Dayton and
Taylor. From Taylor we learn that
Foster

ham W. Patton

immaa^m

\:

'\

\'^M

%m%

�

MlfTiSK^^

LKL 'Vi

Theta

Group

of 1888

-''*!'>-.:

/^"�S

,'=^*�*i,:

I'.

JJ.*^,*

^

Theta

Chapter

of 1893

Delta Chapter House, New York University. Built in 1898
and remodeled in 1928. 115 West 183rd Street, New York
City

Deka

Chapter

of 1878

THE

CHAPTERS

It
practical meeting, a temporary
Constitution and by-laws were proposed
and adopted, officers appointed and sev
eral new members elected (two, Irwin
states). For President, Geo. W. Schuyler

arrangements for establish
branch of this society would repre
sent that one of the members of this Com
mittee having visited the City of New York
during the vacation with two or three other
members of the Society assisted in the
secret formation of a Secret Association in
the University which from its flemishing
condition as well as the rising reputation
of the Institution in which it is located
your Committee would recommend should
be incorporated as a branch of this Society
as the
apphcation from the Association in
1836 to make

was a

.

.

.

and

J. Foster, Secretary.

This

society

cember 6, 1836,

so

organized

was

on

De

called "the Em

bryo Branch of the Psi Upsilon So
ciety." At a meeting two days later,
also held at Graham's home, Henry
Hedges HaUiday '38, Charles Kel
logg '39, WiUiam B. Meech '39, and
John Taylor Johnston '39, were initi
ated. Further meetings took place on

Branch

was

Dayton,

Theta '38. The

expedient

to

Y. University was vmanimously
adopted. On February 3, 1837 it was re
ported by Maunsel Van Rensselaer, Theta
'38, that the necessary documents had
been transmitted to New York, with au

the by-laws to suit the
of the members of The
Branch. Upon their safe arrival a meeting
was held February 11, 1837 at the resi
No. 7
dence of Mr. John Johnston

thority

peti

to

modify

circumstances

.

.

Washington Square North
were formally adopted with
.

.

.

.

when

the

they
proviso of

such alterations as are necessary
for the wants of "this association." The ofiicial date of the establishment of the Delta
as fixed by The Fratemity, is therefore,
February 11, 1837. The founders of the
Delta, however, believed its foundation to
date from December 6, 1836, when they
were taken into the Embryo Branch of the

making

KeUogg of
John L. Gra
October

Psi

Upsilon.

At the

a

meeting

on

Febmary 11,

1837, John Sheffield '37, succeeded
George W. Schuyler '37, as presiding
officer, and Robert Bogle '39, and
Wkliam Elliott Trask '40, became

branch in New York University.
This report, signed by Maunsell Van
Rensselaer, Theta '38, Wilham Tay
lor, Theta '38, Joseph W. Gott, Theta

'37, and Lawrence J. Goodale,
'38, was as follows:

gives a
Fraternity.
account of subsequent events

N.

at

peti

establish

integral

an

Irwin

and Monilaws, appeared with the
petition before the Society at Union on
January 24, 1837 and on that date the
request for the incorporation of The Branch

24, 1836, by the society at Union re
ported January 13, 1837, that it
seemed

become

our

Dayton, presumably accompanied by

W. Patton and Charles

appointed

the first branch of Psi

to

Taylor

1837, Henry H. Halhday of the class
of 1838, John T. Johnston, Wilham
B. Meech, Joshua Foster, Wilham

The committee

long
was

in the bkth of the Delta:

tioners were: George W. Schuyler
and John Sheffield of the class of

the class of 1839, and
ham '40.

of

vivid

tion, StiU in the archives of the
Theta, be placed in the hands of
Isaac

University requests.

part

of Psi

dkected that this

the

Upsilon

Embryo
Upsilon met, prepared and signed a
petition to "the Psi Upsilon Society
at Union," asking for affihation there
with. It

a

Before

December 14 and 22, Edward Trask
'40, who in later years practiced
medicine in Cahfomia, being initi
ated at one of them. On January 12,
1837 the

ing

members of the

Theta

the

Chapter.
early period member
new

During
ship was kept secret.
time badges were not

undersigned, the Committee of five
appointed at the meeting October 24th
The

71

And for
worn

some

immedi-
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ately following

OF

initiation. Irwin

re

cords that:
The Branch decided March 4, 1837 to
secure
badges but first obtained permis
sion from the parent society on bdialf of
which Maunsel Van Rensselaer wrote Jime
22, 1837 "We think you may assume the
badge. This will of course be as you may
desire." This letter reached New York on
July 1, 1837 but it was not until October
22, 1837 that the badges were ordered
from Luke F. Newland of Albany.

On October 8, 1837, George Moni
laws and Maunsell Van Rensselaer
wrote from Schenectady to John T.

Johnston:
respectfully suggest that with
httle delay as possible badges be procinred� We have another reason for urging
this measure. Several members of the Sigma
Phi and Alpha Delta Phi societies have
circulated a report that the P U branch
in the University was a wretched affair and
that the parent society at Union had pro
hibited the putting on of badges. Now we
rejoice to say that this is as bald a lie as
was ever fabricated. The parent society
feels proud of her N. Y. Branch. Yet we
cannot but perceive that such a report will
operate unfavorably to your interests if
uncontradicted. The better way woTild be
to contradict it at once and forever by
We would

as

putting

on

And

publicly

dollar
extra

Pennsylvania

room

regular meeting,
meetings gratis."
per

In 1838

an

important step

Rensselaer had written
Johnston as follows:

to

Van

John

T.

The committee are of opinion that a
should be adopted for naming the
different branches of the fraternity and
would propose to you the foUowing: That
each branch shall be denominated by what
ever consonant of the Greek alphabet they
at
may choose, for example the branch
this College to be called the "Psi Upsilon
Society of Union College," your branch
"The Psi Upsilon Society of the Univer
sity of the City of New York," etc. We
hope the plan will be considered by you
and adopted if thought proper.

plan

both Irwin and Taylor
communication from Union on
a
January 20, 1838, announced that it

According

to

had selected Theta

dis

as

its

designa

tion, and Delta for The Branch. On
Febmary 28, 1838, Henry H. Hal

hday

and

Foster wrote the

Joshua

Theta from New York:

of the

We approve the plan of naming the dif
ferent branches proposed by you, and have
selected the letter Delta to designate our
branch provided it meets your wishes.

Irwin 'Writes that
received from
put on the

a

letter of

Jan

uary 11, 1840, from the Theta is the
first communication in which the

Albany and immediatealy
badge. This step has contributed in no
small degree to our stability and reputa

words "Delta

Chapter" are used.
a
leading part in
arranging for the Fraternity's first

tion.

The Delta took

The
not

with

in Fra

ternity pohcy was
vember 25, 1837, MaunseU

and Dumb, 'wrote to Moiulaws and
Van Rensselaer as follows:
we

35

taken. On No

Institute for the Deaf

A few weeks since

period

served as the
was hked "for one

Street

McDougal

on

principal

denied.

considerable

a

"shrine." A

H.

who later became

was

rein

early meetings

1837, for

January 3, 1838,
Halhday, who died soon
Henry
after graduation, and Joshua Foster,

played.

for

petitioned

of the Branch
at Johnston's
held
were
generally
November
20,
home. On and after
The

5, 1837, the badges

for the first time

UPSILON

Graham later
statement and

badges.

your

On December
were

PSI

early days

of the Branch

were

without trouble. In March of

1837,

Convention.

Patton and

Kellogg, Graham,
resigned thek membership.

From the minutes

June 7, 1841,
were
given

we

Sheffield

tions
72

of

learn that instruc
to

our

brethren at

THE

Union, Providence and Yale
of

expediency
in the City.

a

CHAPTERS
on

the

reunion and dinner

The first of

our

many
successful Conventions was held on
Friday, October 22, 1841, in the old

University Building
Washington
and
was attended
by fortySquare
on

four members of the Psi
At the Delta

ary exercises
of the early

as

Upsilon.

the Theta hter

at

important part
meetings. A set of Bywere an

Laws

adopted
provided that

on

October 18, 1841,

the

hterary

1851 the cost to each

renting

'53,

was

with the Lambda

ings

The Delta

were

largely respon
Chapter at
Columbia, and, in order to keep the
Chapters in close contact, joint meet
mon.

was

year.

attended

by

Ogden Butler
one

joint meetings languished.

hundred

A

com

mittee of three members of the Delta

appointed

on

February 13, 1860,

confer with the Lambda in
revival

proved

an

to

effort

unsuccessful. In

years, starting in 1935, the
Delta and the Lambda have held
recent

meetings together.

To Irwin

meet
com

a

persons. In the late fifties, 'with the
decline of interest in debate, the

several

joint

$139.50

held at the home of A.

merits of

hterary performance.

of

June 2, 1852, the joint meeting

On

at

Before the Civk War

was

Chapter

for the Delta

room

and the Lambda

program
should consist of two essays, two
orations and a discussion on the
some

joint

a

of the

we

turn

for

an

early meeting places

account

of the

Delta:

sible for the Lambda

ings were held. At the
January 10, 1844, and

first one, on
attended by
four
were initiated
fifty-one persons,
into the Lambda, two into the Xi
and
on

one

into the Delta. The debate

"Was

cial to

Napoleon's career benefi
Europe" was decided in the

aflBrmative. In

a

letter to the Theta

The "Hall" of the Delta was not a very
permanent abode during the Forties. It
moved as the Arab tent. It is interesting to
find that the upper hall of the University
building was used as a meeting place; that
the room of the Philomathean Society shel
tered a special meeting of the Chapter;
and in June 1846 it met in the Wash
ington Square Parade Grounds, now Wash
.

.

.

ington Square.
On December
met

at

18, 1843, the Delta

"The Rainbow." The "Star

Cornehus Earle

House" served as "The Dear Old
Shrine" on March 17, 1845. On De
cember 21, 1846, The Woodcock; on

which we hold
month are tall affairs fifty or sixty
members being present including gradu
ates�
By our By-Laws all our initiations
take place on these occasions and new
members are thus duly impressed with a
sense of oinr
magnitude and importance.
Our Literary Ex. consist of essays, ora
tions and discussions which are sustained
by members of both Chapters. After these
are over the
Chapters separate, the doors
between the two rooms are closed and
each Chapter dispatches any private busi
ness it
may have.

December 4, 1848, Pamorama HaU;
on
January 8, 1849, Brother Du-

on

April 15, 1844,

'45,

wrote:

These joint meetings

once a

In all
were

seventy-one joint meetings
held, the last in May, 1859. In

mont's, 50 Charles Street; on May
27, 1849, Robert Lowry's home, 28
Wyckoff Street, Brooklyn, consti
tuted the "shrine" of our Order. A
meeting on October 14, 1850, was
held in Odd Fellows Hall, whke on
September 30, 1851, the Deka as
sembled in Janitor Smith's room. On
December 11, 1851, the Chapter met
in the building at the corner of
Fourth and Wooster Streets, where

ANNALS

December 6, 1836, the first meet
ing had been held. During the fifties
on

meetings

were

often held

dences of members,

at the resi
at

frequently

the home of Thatcher M. Adams '58,
46 West 22nd Street, or of George
Z.
In
a

Gray '58, 32 Washington Square.
the fall of 1858, the Deka hired
room

the fourth floor of the

on

University building for its lodge
room. In April of 1860, the Chapter
moved to Broadway and 21st Street
where

hired for $200 a
year. And in December of 1861 a
room was rented for $12 a month at
a room was

Broadway, at the
Washington Place.
713

corner

of West

An illustrious group have trod the

the

destinies

of the

Chapter

remarkable
body Of men. The foundations of the
Delta were laid with firm and skill
in the hands of

were

ful hands.

the

first

George

W.

executive

founder of the Transfiguration Guild,
one of the oldest charitable organ
izations in New York City, a loyal
devoted his
member of Psi

Upsilon,

hfe

charitable and to philan
Edwin Smith '42,
causes.

to

thropic
a
pioneer Egyptologist. George

was

H. Moore

'42, for twenty-seven years

Librarian of the New York Histor
ical Society, from 1872-1892 served
as
Superintendent of the Lenox Li

brary. WiUiam AUen Butler '43, was
a
lawyer and poet, the author of
"Nothing to Wear;" while his class

a

Sedgwick '47, and Hugh Lennox
Bond '48, were distinguished judges,
of the

City

of

the

held many posts of trust
confidence�Treasurer of the
State of New York, Superintendent

Superior

respectively.

New York

distinguished lawyer and legal
was
long the custodian of

a

author,

Banking Department,

member of the State Legislature and
Chairrnan of its Banking Committee,

Trustee and Treasurer of Cornell

'51, Dean of the
University Law School,

Austin Abbott

and

a

Court in New York

and of the United States Circuit

Court

Schuyler '37,

officer

the trust fund of the Delta.

classmate.

D.

Henry
prominent New

a

was

Dr.

(2nd Duryea Zouaves)
ble

Metropolitan Museum of Art, a mem
ber and later president of the Coun
cil of his Alma Mater, was a gen
erous

donor

William

and

patron of art.
'39, was a

Meech

Rkhngs
distinguished district judge in New
York. The Rev. Henry Martyn Scudder '40, was, for nearly twenty years,
a renowned
Presbyterian missionary
in India. Dr.
George Hendric Hough
ton '42, the founder and for
forty-

Noyes '51,
physi

'55, Brevet

Colonel 165th New York Volunteers

University. John Taylor Johnston '39,
the Central Raihoad of
New Jersey, first president of the

His

York

Gouverneur Carr

cian.

President

of

was a

Presbyterians. John

leader among

Chapter,

of the State

of The Little
Corner, the

years the rector
Church Around the
nine

mate, William Pratt Breed '43,

Delta's halls. In the thirties and for
ties
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joumahstic

career.

had

a

nota

Lawrence H.

Mills '58, held the distinguished ac
ademic post of Professor of Philol

ogy at Oxford
land.
In 1849 A.
came

a

of

University

Ogden

Butier

in

Eng

'53, be

member of the Delta. The

distinguished la'wyer and
University, the
of
an
nephew
Attorney General of
the United States, he
occupied a

son
a

a

founder of the

most

enviable

City.

Irwin writes:

74-

position

in New York

THE

C

H

He brought with him into the
Chapter
and into the Fratemity, the energy, zeal,
integrity and ability for which his fairiily
was noted. His time, his social
position,
and his purse were ever at the command
of the Chapter, which he considered fur
nished a most powerful incentive for manly
living and thinking. Repeatedly his home
at No. 13 East 14th Street was
open to the

Chapter,
To the

.

.

.

deep

sorrow

June 6, 1856,
third year. By
trust

a

fund

of all he died

while in his

on

twenty-

his will the income of

was

given

to

provide

a

Hall for the Deka.
The Hon. Wilham

Theta

Taylor,
strength to
the New York Chapter. So regular
was his attendance at the
early meet
'38,

was ever a

tower of

of the

A

P

T

E

R

S

Auchincloss '64, banker and
merchant, was the first of a long line
of Auchincloss Psi U's. John Clinton

Edgar S.

Gray '65, was an outstanding Chief
Justice of the Court of Appeals of
New York. Benjamin Holmes Bayliss
'65, served for fourteen years on the
Council of his Alma Mater, while
his classmate, Thomas Stokes '65,
was

noted financier.

a

On

May 25, 1863,
dues,
interesting
it is

the initiation
to

lars. The
were

monthly dues,

we are

After the Civk War,

absent." To his enthusiasm and coun
owes much. For its

but three

nity

is

and memorabilia the Frater

everlastingly

in his debt.

The Convention of 1854

was

held

exercises in Dr. Cheever's Church

on

Union
A

Square.
glance at the

brkliant. In those dele

gations

many who have brought
thek Alma Mater, to
and to the Delta. Albert

were

distinction
Psi

University,

undergraduate

members:

'68. The number

creased to fi've

by

soon

in

the initiation of

'69, and George
tells of how the

B. Newell

Palen '69. Irwin
Delta

was

graduates

rallied around "The

Dear Old Shrine":
No records exist of any Chapter meet
ings from May 1866 to April 9, 1867 on

which date Newell in response to a letter
from WiUiam H. Beadleston '62, Charles
A. Sherman '63, Rufus King '60 and W.
Forbes Morgan '65 appeared before them,
with all the Chapter documents, and an
nounced that he was the Chapter. These
graduate brothers under Beadleston's lead
ership and later under that of Morgan,
exercised their constitutional right and re
newed their active membership and were
elected to the necessary chapter offices.
Later Edgar S. Auchincloss '64, Edward
L. Nieoll '65 and John Clinton Gray '65i
also renewed their active membership and
the entire chapter machinery was kept in
working order; the active membership be
ing composed of seven graduate members
and one undergraduate member. These
seven graduates may well be considered
the Second Founders of the Chapter.

Delta's rolls shows

the members initiated during the
late fifties and the early sixties were

particularly

account

Edward N. Bement '67, John K,
Myers '68, and Vernon K. Stevenson,

George

took

place in the large Chapel
of the Old University Building on
Washington Square, and the public
ings

on

the Delta faced serious difficulties.
In the faU of 1866 the Chapter had

Jr.,

with the Delta. The business meet

told,

$1.50.

of the weak state of the

history

were

raised from five to ten dollars, and
on December 7, 1863, to fifteen dol

Delta, that the minutes
ings
of January 22, 1844, record that
"Taylor to the surprise of all was
sel the Branch

note,

to

Upskon
Gray '60, was Warden of
Racine College, Wisconsin. Charles
W. Woolsey '61, financier. Chief of
Bureau of Daily Memorandum, Army
of Potomac, and Aide de Camp to
Zabriskie

Generals WiUiams, Grant, Bumside,
Hooker and Meade, was Brevet Lieut.
Colonel 164th New York Volunteers.
75

ANNALS
were

Sutherland's

Office. Later
16

home,

held

monthly, at
Restaurant, at Morgan's

Meetings

a

in Sherman's

room

20th

West

Street,

was

rented for two years at $150 per
annum.

Zabriskie '70, who

George
become

was

to

prominent lawyer and

a

Chancellor of the

Episcopal
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Diocese

of New York, and George J. Rock
well '72, were, in the autumn of

1875, coincidental with Rus
sell's valedictory honors, the scholar
From

of the Delta revived. Down to
1895 fifty-one members won the cov
eted key of Phi Beta Kappa.
The eighties saw a fine group pass
the haUs of the Delta. Fred

ship

through

Seymour Wheeler '81,

erick

was

Chairman of the Board of the Ameri
can Can Company; and his classmate,

undergraduate members of
By Aprk of 1870, WiUiam
Aikman, Jr., '72, and George C. Ey-

George H. Hazen '81, of the CroweU
Pubhshing Company and a tmstee
of the Century Company. In the
study of the Rev. Vincent Pisek '82,

land, Jr., '72, had been initiated.

pastor of the Bohemian Presbyterian

1869, the

the Delta.

June
bers

ship.

In

of that year the alumni mem
resigned thek active member
The

historian

of

the

Delta

writes:

Church in New York City, during
the World War the Constitution of
Czecho-Slovakia was drawn up and

by Mazaryk to Bohemia. Rob
ert W. Higbee '82, banker and manu
taken

The fall of

1870

opened

with three

members, namely, Aikman, Rockwell and

facturer,

Eyland, all of '72. Eyland later left college,
and Ellwanger '73
was initiated.
The fall of 1873 found the chapter com
posed of Richard W. Stevenson, Isaac F.
Russell, and W. H. Russell, all of '75, to
be later joined by Samuel L. Beckley, '74,
who came from the Beta at Yale.

faks.

.

Prosperity

soon

.

.

.

.

.

returned to the

Delta. Members initiated

during

the

so-called lean years carried on the
high traditions of the Chapter. Isaac

Franklin RusseU '75, who shared the
valedictory honors at the 1875 Com
destined to become
mencement,
the Chief Justice of the Court of
Special Sessions, New York City, and
Professor of Law and Political Sci
ence at his Alma Mater.
James Henry
was

Darlington '77, was to be the Protes
tant Episcopal
Bishop of the Diocese
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Wklis
Fletcher Johnson '79, a member of
the Counck of New York
University,
was

an

author, educator, and for

fifty years member of the editorial
staff of the New York Herald Tribune.
a

prominent

was

in civic af-

James Abbott '83,
Treasurer of the Century
and President of the Delta

tion, served for

a

Assistant

Company
Corpora

quarter of

a cen

Counck.

the

University
Morgan Kingsley '83, one of
Delta's outstanding sons, a mem

tury

on

Charles
the

ber of the Executive Council of Psi

Upskon from

1884 to

1901,

at various

times Treasurer of New York Univer

sity,

President of the Board of Trus

tees

of the Union

Theological

Semi

nary, is President of the United States
Company. Alexander S. Lyman

Trust

'84, served for twenty-two years
General

Attorney

as

for the New York

Central

Rakroad, and later as its
valuation counsel. Gerard Bostwick
To'wnsend '87, la'wyer and President
of the

Delta

Corporation,

was

a

Lieutenant Commander in the 1st
Naval Battalion, New York Naval

Mkitia.
The meeting
continued to

places of the Delta
change. In October of

CHAPTFRS

THE

1878 the

Chapter

moved to

a

suke

rooms
costing $30 a month on
Clinton Place and Mercer Street. In
June, 1881, the Chapter rooms were
shifted to 58 Clinton Place, two

of two

months later to 124 West Washington
Place, and in October of the same
year to the fourth floor at 701 Broad
way. In February, 1885, a move was
made to 743-5 Broadway; in Septem

ber, 1887, to 20 Lafayette Place; m
Aprk, 1888, to 11 Washington Place;
and in September, 1891, to 52 Wash
South. The

ington Square

Washington Square

move

South

1894) of the academic college at Wash
ington Square, saw members of the Delta
holding and receiving such a large number
of positions as to produce no small amount
of discontent among outsiders.

In 1893 the decision to

academic

college

to

Square

from

a

site

move

the

Washington

the east bank of

on

the Harlem River,

now

known

as

University Heights, was made pub
change a certainty, the

lic. With this

to 52

(since

de-

mohshed and built upon by the Jud
son Memorial ) where the two lower
,

floors served for three years as the
home of the Delta, was made possible
by the action of a committee com

posed

of C. Akred Bkl '92, Alfred
Manning Car

Delta House of 1894

H. Brown '92 and H.

penter '94.
in the

eighties hterary
exercises were revived, due largely to
the inspkation of George M. Duncan
Beginning

'81, who from

1888 to 1923

Professor of

distinguished
Metaphysics at

was

Logic

a

and

Yale.

The Delta celebrated its

Semi-

Centennial

by holding, on February
24, 25, 1887, the forty-sevendi Con
vention of the

Fraternity,

under the

chakmanship of Wkliam M. Kingsley '83. The business meetings were
held in the Masonic Temple, the
Public Literary Exercises in the Met
ropolitan Opera House.
Irwin teUs us that the period from
1880 to 1894

on

versity campus
litical activity.

die New York Uni

was one

of

great po

for college office and
the constant incidents of col
lege life, but not to the neglect of scholas
tic standing. The last five years (1889-

Fraternity politics

honors

were

need of

plans

for

a

Chapter

House

and for a definite financial program
became apparent. The movement was
started on June 5, 1893 with a rally
in the Chapter rooms. The old Uni

versity Building
the

summer

demolished in

of 1894. In the

the Delta hked

Hampden

was

a

Street,

autumn

house at No. 10
now

West 183rd

of $1,000 a year.
We turn again to the Detla's his
torian for the results of the move

Street,

at

a

rent

ment:

College life on University Heights was
materially different from that at Washing
ton Square. A great expansion of under
graduate activities began with the change
of location, and with it fratemity lue
ceased to constitute as large a part of the

visible activity as theretofore. Athletics
took a great step forward. The college
spread itself over its campus with the con
sequence that it was no longer possible
to find a majority of the students within
a small compass as had been the case at
Washington Square. These circimistances
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Wright Leonard '99, became a
Bishop in the Methodist Episcopal
Adna

change in fratemity methods,
particularly in those of the Delta.

produced
and

In
tons

a

September, 1893, pledge
were worn

Church. Henry Noble MacCracken
'00, has been President of Vassar
since 1915; whke his class

but

for the first time, and

CoUege

in the same year, on December 4,
mock initiations were prohibited in
the future. Irwin records that at this
time the Christmas gatherings of the

years before the Civil War were
�vived as the Annual Yule Log.

mate T.
nown

and

alumni and three

empowered

many illustrious men
the diamond of Psi Upsilon.

University

and Psi

Upskon.

as

Henry
dent of

MacCracken '94,

was

Wil

John
Presi

Thomas Stokes

'65, Charles

'94, Louis I. Snyder '97, WiUiam M.
Campbell '98, and Wkliam Northrop

well-kno'wn

'99. Soon Frank

'94^ Professor of Pediatrics, New York
Post-Graduate

man,

made valu

able

Gould '99 and

Jay

C. Mason '92

on

Whitney '96, prominent physician,
has long been active in the service

1897,

resolved

to

incorporate

committee

place.

December 9,
under the Joint

on

The pa
December
21,
pers
signed
1897, and the certificate of kicorporation was approved December 27,
1897. By law the number of dkectors
was fixed at not less than nine.

for East

were

District of New

York, now Judge
of Kings County Court, was the
founder and first

was

Membership Association Law of New
York as the "Delta of Psi Upsilon"
with the members of the general

of Alma Mater, and is President of
the National Alumni Association.
Edwin L. Garwin '97, formerly

Judge

added.

March 7, 1897, and

Frederic Baker took his
It

were

who had been elected Chak-

died

contributions in the field of
children's diseases. Dr. Chester F. S.

ern

S. Bene

dict '80, James Abbott '83, Gerard B.
To'wnsend '87, John H. MacCracken

George
Bayhss,

senior United States

as

January 4, 1897, a committee of
was
formally selected: Frederic
Baker '52, Benjamin H. Bayhss '65,
On

ten

John
la'wyer and active civic worker in
Brooklyn; and Godfrey Roger Pisek
Hospital,

committee of

obtain such incorporation

Chief

York surgeon. Colonel, M. C, U. S. A.,
and the holder of many citations;
a

a

as
may be
the
the
of
for
holding
purpose
necessary
title to and caring for the property and
with power to enlarge their nmnber as they
may deem advisable.

to

Lafayette CoUege; John J.
'94, a prominent New
'94,

undergraduates was

select

Irwin says,

Moorhead

E. Ruston

to

House" and with power,

Chapter

City's sanitary code. Allan Lindsay
Briggs '94, Lieutenant Colonel U. S.
A., Military Attache at Vienna prior
World War, served

present corporation

"with power to solicit and collect
moneys for the budding of a new

Jeremiah Mklard '93, a promi
nent New York la'wyer, rewrote the

of Staff of the 32nd Division.

30, 1896

ten

liam

to the

forth the

of the Delta. A committee of three

Charles A. Bkl '92, financier, has been
one of the most
loyal supporters of
the

archeologist.

brought

Heights

were

as

Leslie Shear '00, won re
a Greek classical scholar

A resolution of November

re-

During the last years at Washing
ton
Square and the early years at
the

UPSILON
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president of the
Upskon.

Alurnni Association of Psi

78

as

incorporators.
on

THE

CHAPTER S

in

January, 1898, Frederic
elected President; Charles
S. Benedict, Vice-President; and
James Abbott, Secretary and Treas

Early

Baker

urer.

was

Soon

chosen to
At

John

H. MacCracken

serve

as

meeting

a

1898, the dkectors

November 21,

decided to let the

about $24,000, to be located on three
and a quarter city lots at Hampden
Street and Loring Place that had

purchased. That evening, Frank
Jay Gould, Chakman of bukding
been

committee, turned the first sod.
The house was made a certainty
through the generosity of Frank Jay
Gould. He offered to

$8,000,

to erect

buy

the land

the house and

deed back the property, the Cor
poration to pay whatever had been
obtained by subscriptions and to give
him mortgages for the balance.

three,

James Abbott '83, John
'94, was appointed to have
of
charge
opening of new house in
autumn of 1899. The formal opening
and dedication, on initiation night,
November 27, 1899, was attended by

completed

nual dues, and vvhenever it became neces
for a tangible
sary to raise a subscription
as
such
need,
repairs, improvement, mort
a convention,
gage reduction, or holding
there was usually a surplus which was de
voted to the working capital of the corpora
tion. We therefore have become convinced
that it is a good policy not to irritate our
alumni with petty annual dues, and we
beheve it leads to greater generosity for a
definite object. About sixty per cent of our
living graduates are members and we try
to uphold the idea that when a man gradu
ates from the active Chapter, he gra:duates
The Chapter
into the Corporation.
House which is free and clear of mortgage
at a
now, is rented to the active Chapter
low rental, just enough to cover taxes, in
surance and incidental repairs.
.

.

of the mortgages on the
in 1928
A
property. final drive' made
resulted in the satisfaction of the

mortgages and

at

of $32,098.72, $8,000 for die
land and $24,098.72 for the building
and equipment. The cash subscrip
a

.

reduction

group.

The house had been

.

During

Gibson '54,

large

.

the years foUbwing the
dedication of the house in 1899, lliere
had been a steady stream of con
tributions into the "permanent basis
account" of the Corporation for the

Hanson C.

V. Irwin

a

Chapter who subscribed $50.00 or
building the house was entitled
to membership. This was subsequently
amended to provide a class of associate
membership by which the $50.00 could
be paid in five annual installments.
The Corporation has never required an
for

.

to

A committee of

In order to have a definition of member
it was decided that any member of

ship

more

necessary contracts for excavation of
the Chapter House that was to cost

for

The Diarhond

wrote in

1933:

Delta

was

Secretary.

on

Corporation,
for January,

in the renovation of

the house.

cost

The Convention of 1907 was held
with the Delta on Aprk 11 and 12.
WiUiam M. Kkigsley '83, for the sec
ond time was Chairman of the Com

tion totaled

$10,445.93. It was re
on
February 28, 1900, to re
purchase the property from Gould on
die foUowkig terms: cash $10,098.72,
first mortgages of $10,000, $10,000
and $2,000, due June 1, 1915.
solved

mittee of

Arrangements. The business

meetings were held at the Delta.
On Febmary 20, 1912, die Delta
celebrated its

seventy-fifth

reunion

hun
dinner, attended by
dred and fifty, at the Hotel Lafayette

with

the years the Delta
has
continued to be a
Corporation
strong and active body. Charles Al

Throughout

on

a

University Place.

'75, served

fred BiU '92, whke President of the
79

one

Isaac F. Russell
'

as

toastmaster.

'
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The Deka, at the time of the World
War, turned the chapter house over
to

the S. A. T. C. for

use as a

tory, reserving the lodge
fall of 1918 there

dormi

room.

In

eight
graduates in the Chapter. After much
debate and difficulty caused by war
measures, eight members of class of
1922

were

1918. This

of the

initiated
was

on

During the early days
1937, the Delta passed

of

gained
tator.

baritone,
a

as

a

music

Joseph

A.

critic,

commen

Esquirol '17,

an

at

torney, was a New York State Senator.
The Delta throughout the years has
been active in the Councils of the
and of the Fratemity.
Nearly a score of Delta men have
been on the Council of thek Alma
Mater. Nine have served on the Exec
utive Committee and on the Execu

University

February,
was

renown

opera composer and radio

its hundredth

milestone. The first event

concert

teacher of voice, served on the Exec
utive Counck of Psi Upskon from
1932 to 1939. Deems Taylor '06, has

spkit

The Convention of 1932 held with
the Delta, and the Convention Com
mittee for thkd time was headed by
WiUiam M. Kingsley '83.

'05,

Metropolkan Opera Company,

of the War De

partment.

was

Werrenrath

October 23,

done within the

regulations

raised. Wkham Le Baron
'05, was a playwright and motion pic
ture executive. His classmate, Reinald
ment

under

were

UPSILON
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the

annual initiation of the Delta at the

tive Counck of Psi

Chapter House, which was attended
by more than one hundred alumni.
The public exercises were held at
the Delta on Febmary 10, 1937. The
Centennial Banquet was on Febmary
11, 1937, at the Hotel Pennsylvania.
WiUiam M. Kingsley '83, presided
and the blessing was asked by the
Rev. Henry Everton Cobb '84. The
Hon. Philip J. McCook, Beta Beta '95,
responded to the toast of the Frater
nity, and Henry Noble MacCracken
'00, to the toast of the Delta. Judge

Reed Stkes '52, 1857-1859; Wilham
Forbes Morgan '65, 1869-1874, and
the first President of the Counck;

Edwin L. Garvin

founded the Medallion Alumni of
New York University, its purpose
being to recognize continuous and
active interest in the affaks of Alma

'97,

was

George Zabriskie '70, 1874-1876;
Hugh Bouronvkle MacCauley '77,
1881-1882; Benjamin Holmes Bay
liss '65, 1883-1897; WiUiam Morgan
Kkigsley '83, 1884-1901; John Vos
burgh Irwki '94, 1901-1908; Austin
Meigs Poole '87, 1909-1923; and
Reinald Werremadi '05, 1932-1939.
In 1932 the Federated Alumni As
sociation

Chairman

of the Centennial Fund Committee.

During the early years of this cen
tury the high caliber of the Delta's
membership continued. Arthur S.
Draper '05, assistant editor of the

55,000 graduates but
hundred and fifty-one awards
have been made; fourteen to Delta
alumni: James Abbott '83, Charles

Literary Digest, served
the Council of his Alma Mater.
Vincent Roberts '05, an
engineer,

S. Benedict

'80, Arthur S. Draper '05,
'97, WiUiam M.
Kingsley '83, Vincent Roberts '05,
Leslie J. Tompkins '90, Elmer C.
Wayne '05, Chester F. S. Whitney

on

Edwin L. Garvin

Chakman of the National
Alumni Committee of his Alma Mater
as

to

$3,000,000

University

one

New York Herald Tribune and editor-

when close

of New York

Mater. Out of

in-chief of the

served

Upskon; Henry

of endow
ao

DELTh

Chapter

Deka

Chapter

of 1881

Delta

Chapter

of 1893

9A/y/-/yj&~'7M

Deka

Chapter

of 1896

'4
^.

Deka

Chapter

of 1897

Deka

Chapter

of 1903

Deka

Chapter

of 1904

Delta Centennial

Banquet,

Hotel

Pennsylvania, F

THE

CHAPTERS

'96, Charles A. BiU '92, John V.
Irwin '94, John H. MacCracken '94,
Percy B. Wightman '93, and Frank
W. Wilcox '03.

'58, "Youth

Eight hundred and forty men have
passed through the Delta's halls, have
worn the diamond of Psi
Upsilon.
Three hundred and seventy-three are
living today.
The scholastic standing of the
Delta has been high. Many members
have been elected to Phi Beta
Kappa
and Tau Beta Pi. Down to 1912
twenty-one members of the Delta
had been class valedictorians and
one hundred and sucteen wearers of
the

golden key

Two Delta

The Delta has added to

of Phi Beta

work

Thee,

history of

Psi

Brown

nearly
Fraternity did

and Alfred H.

'92, "Come, Brothers, Round

The Delta,

nearly

now

Fraternity, pointing
past achievement,
the Delta's

with

leadership

Psi

The story of the founding of the
Beta Chapter is the story of one of

William

wore

second branch

then

one

pioneer

at

over

England. Yale,
thkty-eight

years old, had been founded in 1701,
and had become one of the nation's
centers of

Erigena

who

ever

Upskon,

Robinson. From the

of

our

Fraternity:

In after-hfe Mr. Robinson wrote, under
the signature of "Richelieu," a long series
of remarkable letters in the New York
Tribune, and became the prototype of that
important functionary of the metropolitan
press, the Washington correspondent; still
later "Richelieu" Robinson gazed up, as
he is still doing, at his old place in the re
porters' gallery from the floor of the House
of Representatives, in which he sits as the
delegate of a Brooklyn constituency. His

hundred and

outstanding

men

the diamond of Psi

pen of Wklard Fiske, Psi '51, virriting
in 1876, we learn of this distinguished

days become the watchwords of our
Fratemity. In 1839, however, Psi Up

crossing

fine

August 9, 1839

University nurtured the
only shrines of Psi Upsilon. Internal
development and a policy of cautious
extension had already in those early

Yale,

the

Upsilon.

New York

into conservative New

run."

entirely from

the most remarkable

its

wkl continue
are

Luther W. Peck '45.

which it had been born. Untk the
summer of 1839 Union
CoUege and

placed

to its

CHAPTER

years the young
not leave the state in

for the first time

pride

Swift as an arrow time has flown.
The stars retire before the sun;
But in her golden sphere, alone.
Forever shines Psi Upsilon.

'94, The Branch of

six

silon

hun

one

is confident that

"tkl the sands of Ike

Yale University
For

Once;" Wk
"AU Had to

dred and five years old, stands high
in the annals of Psi Upsilon. The

Kappa.

BETA

'91,

Upskon;"

the Delta has been taken almost

V. Irwin

songs.

the Altar."

men

of John

Comes But

liam A. Hamikon

have been Rhodes
Scholars�Franklin F. RusseU '11, and
Richard D. MaUery '28.
The

our

The Rev. Luther W. Peck '45, wrote
"Serenade;" the Rev. George Z. Gray

learning.
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ardent Celtic temperament lent a glow of
unusual warmth to his love of Psi Upsilon,
and his eager desire to see its glories ex
tended made him instrumental in adding
some of the fairest
pearls to its chaplet.
He himself vsTites:� "Years
ago I took more
interest perhaps in Psi Upsilon, and de
voted more time to it than did any other
member of the Fratemity."

1839, while still

more, he chanced to

Union for
was

then

a

a

journey

visit with

senior,

Theta '39, who

a

Old

to

become

experiences

a

in Schenec

tady:
In that visit he leamed, almost for the
first time, of Psi Upsilon; he found his
friend a member of the Theta, and was
introduced to many others of the chapter's
active associates. The result of it all was
that he was initiated, Van Vorst
presiding
at the ceremony, with the view of
making
an effort to
establish a chapter at New
Haven. With a copy of the Constitution,
and the other essential documents, Robin
son started for his
college, passing through
New York, where he obtained the consent
of the Delta, and consiolted with William
Taylor, who predicted the failine of the
scheme.

Robinson

was

Theta, May 3,

initiated

by

On

the

1839. He thus became

haps

scholarly

edi

tor

Till
ter in

to

Monilaws:

reaching

New Haven Robin

as

the

most

remarkable

man

in

others of the junior class in Psi Up
silon. These first consultations, we
are told, were held in Robinson's
room, then number one hundred
forty-four, over the old chapel. There

hundred and six sur
letter, dated July 10, 1883,

Robinson wrote to the
of The Epitome:

Robinson

the class above him," and with his
aid was successful in interesting

whom thirteen
a

June 8, by

Fiske tells us, took counsel
with George Hooker Colton, "per
son,

the first of three thousand two hun
dred and five to whom have been
unbarred the ivied gates of years, of
vive. In

on

Fraternity

letter vsritten from

The AA$ society make their elec
our class. I know the
fellows I think whom they will choose.
Some may be discontented and if we can
get 6 or 7 good discontents out of one
class and the same nmnber out of the
Junior and a few the next term out of the
present freshmen, I think we would be
doing well. We would then make arrange
ments and "swing" on the Commencement
day. Some of the Seniors tell me that I will
be chosen into the AA$ about that I don't
care much, but if I am, I can with better
grace belong to the other as they cannot
accuse me of joining the Psi
Up's from dis
think
on the whole
ambition.
I
appointed
our
prospects are good though it is all as
yet speculation and I think it is better to
have it remain so tiU the others have de
clared their election which I beheve is
now made. It needs considerable caution
and some advice which I will be glad to
receive from you.

City. Fiske,
charming clarity, tells of

Robinson's

Yale

a

tions this term out of

minister in New York

with his

copy of

a

term.

George Monilaws,

was

In the archives of the
is

yet

friend who

a

kept

was

Our prospects here I think are good but
I have done nothing yet. I think that the
most favorable time for doing anything is
come but that it will come this
not

sopho
to

a secret, and
my connection
as
class
with
initiated
juniors,
my
again
not one of whom knew that I had been a
member.

therefore

George

Robinson matriculated at Yale in
the autumn of 1837. In the spring
vacation of

UPSILON

PSI

OF

August, 1839, I was die Beta Chap
myself. I had my badge with "Beta"

August 9, 1839, Robinson initi
ated thirteen members of the class
of 1840, who with him form the
on

on it three months before
any of those
mentioned as founders were initiated, and
I initiated them all in my room. I was then
a
sophomore, and, had it been knovm that
the society admitted any one below a
junior, it would have killed the chapter. I

charter members of the Beta. He

82

then

withdrew,

skon

as a

to reenter Psi

Up

member of his class. Thus

THE

C

H

to the records of our Fra
the Beta's Ike
began August

according
ternity,
9, 1839.
one

of

our

Van

Vorst, Theta

great pioneers,

wr-ote

of the first of aU Yale Psi U's:
Robinson is truly the founder of the
Yale chapter. He associated with himself
the best members of the classes, and
they
laid the foundations of a
chapter which
has always maintained a
high rank. Too
much praise caimot be awarded Mr. Robin
son in this
regard. His election at Union
was a master stroke of
pohtics, as the re
sult has proved.

Our

distinguished historians, Wk
Fiske, Psi, '51, and Albert P.
Jacobs, Phi '73, aided by the remi
niscences of Noyes and Dexter, two
of the founders of the Beta, tell of
lard

the charter members. Wklard Staun
Babcock '40, whom his class
mate Dexter caUs "a noble soul, a
mature and even learned man, and
ton

"an author of
in 1847.
died
rising fame,"
Hemy Booth '40, dean of the Union
College of Law, Chicago, is de
scribed as "a hard student and a
a

sweet

poet,"

was

who

clean-hearted, clear-headed, strong
man, without fear, without reproach,
and

one

P

T

of the most affectionate of

ffiends." Wkliam Bartlett Brinsmade

'40, was a distinguished civil en
gineer, as was Enoch Long Chkds
'40. George Hooker Colton '40, salutatorian and

leading

class, "was

poet,

a

S

R

time minister resident in

some

Hayti." Chauncey Henry

Hubbard

'40, was a well-known Congregational
minister, as was Horace James '40,
of whom Dr. Dexter writes: "James
did a great work in the world with
his

royal

temper,

common

sense,

his sunny

and his love of hard

he served

labor;

Chaplain of a Massa
chusetts regiment during the Rebel
lion, and as Superintendent of Freedmen in the South afterward."
John
Smith Kelley '40, and James Smith
'40, died in early Ike. Amos Edward
Lawrence

as

'40, and Daniel Parker

well-known Congre
Noyes '40,
gational ministers in Newton Centre,
were

Mass., and Wilmington, Mass.,

re

spectively.
Along with

Robinson these were
the persons who started Psi Upsilon
at Yale. They were the forerunners
of probably the most remarkable

group of

men

longed

one

nity.

to

Of his

who have

chapter

ever

be

of any frater

classmates,

Dr.

Noyes

viTTOte:
one of them had some
gift, some
charm. As I recall the list, a sense of
truth, of honor, of brotherliness comes
over me. There was a
great deal of affec
tion and of magnanimity in the company.

Every

sure

In

August

of 1839, eleven

bers of the class of 1841

member of his

wrote

E

poet, a novelist, the author of a his
tory of Connecticut, a lawyer, "was
for

Judge Hooper C.
'39,

A

were

mem

initi

ated, along with Robinson. These

'Tecumseh,'

work of great popularity in its
day, and started, edited, and, before
his too-early death, well founded the

"associate

a

founders"

of the

Beta

Alfred Amos Abbott, William
Sullivan Barry, Maunsell Bradhurst

were:

Field, Edmund Pendleton Gaines,
Edward MiUs, Charles Sherman
Minor, John Dale Powell, Guy Bryan
Schott, Hezekiah Sturges, and Henry

American Whig Review." Robinson
caUed him "about the best Psi Up
skon I ever knew." Henry Martyn
Dexter

'40, editor of the Congregationalist, was a prominent clergyman.
Gideon Hkam HoUister '40, class

Perrine Townsend. The Beta thus
consisted of members of the junior
83
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and senior classes. But Robinson, in
a letter of
January 13, 1884, posi

tively
not

of

asserts

that Psi

Upsilon

was

and the author

junior society,
Epitome writes

a

The

that

"the

reminiscences of his associates agree
with him in this."

Robinson

February

wrote

the

Theta
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on

10, 1840:

freshmen to Lenonia, led by General
David Humphrey, of 1771, then a fresh
man. Seven seniors seceded on this plat
form and with fourteen freshmen made up
the first membership of "Brothers in
Both societies became secret when

Unity."
this rivalry began.
secret

as a

society

.

.

.

In 1780 Phi Beta

Kappa

at

established

was

Yale, but confined

.

We

are

not

yet settled and having been

somewhat entangled with some snares of
the AA$'s we wanted to wait till we
might be in better trim. I hope however
that the ship will soon right herself and
that the crew will all stand firm to their

posts.
Robinson's

concern

explained by

William

'38, who

apparently
Taylor, Theta

But shordy after the organization of the
Beta it was foimd that not a few of the
members of that Chapter were also associ
ated with the Alpha Delta Phi. In May,

find a proposition from the Theta
to amend the Constitution so that no indi
vidual could at the same time belong to

1840,

we

were

Yale of what

the

Delta

established
which

confronted with

Yale

at

prob

Pi, and

the New York Herald Tribune, re
printed in The Diamond of January,
1927.

Key

in

1836.

Psi

New

Haven

of

was

Upsilon,
three

of

pique eloped,
an

to

independent

1844." As the classes

increased, chapters

by

so

were es

Zeta Psi and Beta Theta

in later years

by Alpha Sigma

Phi and Chi Psi.
In 1841 twelve members of the

class

of 1842 founded ScroU and
as a

Head

society. Then Wok's
established, to be foUowed

senior

was

the Elkiu Club as an open
ciety. The article continues:

by

The fraternities at Yale originally were
a class
society system, which was
an
outgrowth of an earher system dating
back to the days of Nathan Hale.
So far as is known, "Crotonia" was the
first organized student society at Yale, but
little is known of it except that it was in
existence when the famous "Lenonia" was
founded in 1753.
Lenonia was an open society and elec
tion was on application. In 1768 there arose
a freshman riot over the non-admission of

part of

.

chapter

entered

tablished

to

.

be called

Phi, the fifth,

speak,
family at Yale in

Yale. These condi
peculiar
which
tions,
go far to explain the
subsequent history of the Beta, were
set forth in late 1926 in an article in

a

the rise

saw

to

fraternities. A

junior

Alpha

came

and founded

from the start fraternities in New
Haven

thkties

eighteen

moment

The Beta had been established by
remarkable group of men. But

lems

.

years later, became the proud parent
of Delta Kappa Epsilon, "who in a

two societies.

a

The
at

wrote in 1843:

.

day.

ent

is

its

the senior class. In 1821
came Chi Delta Theta, which is the guard
ian of "The Yale Literary Magazine," also
secret, but for the two upper classes.
Then the present Skull and Bones was
founded, as a strictly senior society, and
within the next few years a class society
system was established that has lasted,
with the unceremonious lopping off of the
turbulent freshmen and sophomore socie
ties by a long suffering faculty, to the pres
to

membership

so

With the junior and senior classes
sup
with their own class societies the two
imder classes began to demand their own
system. So in 1838 the first of the famous

phed

sophomore societies. Kappa Sigma TTbeta,
foxmded by the class of 1841 and dis

was

banded in 1858.
This was followed

Psi in

1864

in the

.

.

as

a

Psi

.

.

by Phi Theta
Upsilon protege, and

same year
by Deka Beta Xi, a Delta Kappa
These
Epsilon reply to the challenge.
.

84
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THE

sophomore
in the college

societies

really played

CHAPTERS
no

part

life except as feeders" to the
junior societies xmder whose protection
they were. They were not in the natural
Yale society scheme, and few shed tears
when they passed away.
This whole period in Yale
society his
tory, however, shows how early and how
.

the

strongly

trenched in
how
lines.

.

society idea was in
the college student mind, and
secret

definitely

The

.

it

was

drawn upon class

important part played by

This
and

sounded

note is

same

again

in the

correspondence of
the Beta. In October 19, 1858, Al
fred C. Palfrey '60, wrote to the
again

Theta:
Our number in

our class is full, and we
and filled with the love of
^Y. Our Hall is the scene of weekly jubi
lees which "need but to be seen, to be
envied" by the rest of the coUege world.
are

congenial

the

senior societies in the life at Yale
cannot

be

overemphasized. They
shaped the course of the whole
fraternity movement in New Haven.
have

From the outset the Beta flour
ished. Even in the early
years Psi
Upskon had the pick of the best
men
son

at

Yale.

wrote to

We

June 24, 1841,

Robin

the Theta:

in a
very prosperous condi
have the first 4 of the 5 editors
of the Yale Magazine which is the
highest
honor in the Senior Class. We also
expect
to have the three Presidents of the three
large societies, which are the first honors in
are now

tion. We

College.
This

Beta Hall

The Beta minutes from 1839
1869

situation

continued

during

the ninety-five years of the Beta. On
March 27, 1858, John C. HoUey '59,
wrote the Theta from New Haven:

junior appointments

lead everything,
honors� to one taken

the date of

we

...

ered the page with

three of the highest
by all the other so
It

gives

me

.

put down

and then

cov

poem; at other
alongside of

a

times cartoons appear

special

the record of the

chronicle the prosperity
and success of our Beloved Fratemity�
for never have I passed more pleasant
hours than those spent in old Psi Upsilon�
I am confident that every member of the
Beta can say the same�for not one mo
ment of discord
has interrupted our
intercourse� we have been a unit on every
subject� and whenever we have set forth
to
accomphsh anything�we have marched
in unbroken
phalanx to victory�no other
society here can say the same.
.

meeting

a

exercises.

literary

Sometimes the recorder

taking

cieties together.
pleasure thus to

took the form of what

be called

might

...

with ease, and in

deposit
University. They

do
not, however, follow the pattern of
the minutes which our other Chap
ters have kept. Rather from the be

brary

of Yale

to

in the Li

are now on

ginning they

The Beta is also in a prosperous condi
tion
In the strife for editors of the
Yale Literary we elected both our men,

of 1870

written in

meeting

which is

humorous vein. Little

a

reference is made to officers

or

to

rules of order.

Until
rooms

1844

in

a

the

block

Beta
on

the

occupied
comer

of

.

Chapel

and State Streets in New

Haven.

In that year the

moved to

Chapel
85

a

and

hall

on

College

the

Chapter
comer

of

Streets, which
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housed in temporary
HaU of the Beta,
quarters. The new
time

retained until 1870,
when the Hall of the Beta� the first

a

building ever erected for Psi Upsilon
�was
completed. The following ex

just off York

the

Fraternity

theatre,

Weekly, Aprk 2,
Upsilon

had

rooms

was

Rogers

1926:

tect
Psi

Street and next to the

fittingly designed by

the eminent architect, James Gam
ble
'89, who was the archi

taken from the Yale Alumni

tract is

was

at one time in

the

for

Memorial Dormitory

the block opposite Osborne Hall and then
owned the residence on College Street next
to the theological school. It built its pres-

Harkness
Yale. The

beautiful
at

HaU, according to Robert W.
Carle '97, who had charge of the

new

building operations, involved an ex
penditure of $175,000, which was
cash.
Trumble Tmst owned the
property of the Beta. For years Rob
ert W. Carle '97, served as Treas

met in

The

urer,

and

was

Parmly Day

succeeded by George
'97, and Richard W.

Goss '29.

Large delegations

have

always

been the custom at Yale. The classes
of 1842 and 1843 consisted of sixteen

members. Fourteen, sixteen and fif
teen were in the classes of 1844,
1845 and 1846 respectively. But be

ginning

average class

home on High Street just north of Elm
in 1870. The whole value of which, at that
time, was said to be the large sum, of
ent

1860

Hall of the Beta

later reconstructed with
and still later

a new

which this

badge.

24, 1833, when
founded, her sons

Upsilon was
have gained renov^Ti

in every field
of human effort. But nowhere has

quite completely

re

building

stood

was

the

jeweled crown of our Fraternity
glittered more brightly than at Yale.
Members of the Beta have rendered

sold

for $39,000, just
to the erection of the last HaU

University

outstanding

sons

country;
of Alma

Mater; have been preeminent

In 1926 the extensive

arts and sciences

building pro
the
launched
by
gram
University
made it necessary for the fraternities
to vacate their halls and to bmld
homes. As

service to thek

have been devoted

of the Beta.

new

of the diamond

Psi

was

front

built, under the direction of Francke
H. Bosworth, Jr., '97. The land on

prior

the Beta; in the
there were thirty

Since November

original

the

at

delegation

wearers

$15,000.

to

delegation,

twenty-one, the numbers increased.
For some years twenty-five was the

Beta Hall remodeled 1895

The

with the 1847

a

and the

From the outset

in the

professions.

group of re
markable men joined the Beta Chap
ter. In the first ten classes, in addi

result the Beta for

tion
86

to

the

a

distinguished

charter
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members whose achievements have

road. Professor Lewis Richard Pack

been noted,
such men
fessor John Addison Porter

Director of the American Classical

were

chemical writer;
TrumbuU '42, the

James

as:

Pro

ard

'42, the

Hammond

philologist, librarSecretary of State of Con
necticut;
Congressman Benjamin
Tucker Fames '43; Henry Stevens
'43, the noted antiquarian and biog
rapher; Senator Orris Sanford Ferry

^

ian and

Minnesota; Francis Miles

'49, judge of the highest court
State, Dean of the Cor
nell Law School, the "Poet Laureate
in New York

Upsilon."

School in Athens; the Rev. Augustus
H. Strong '57, President of the

Theological Seminary, one
Upsilon Chap
ters; Addison Van Name '58, long
the Librarian at Yale; Eugene Schuy
ler '59, distinguished author and dip
lomat, son of George W. Schuyler,
Deka '37; Judge Samuel D. Faulk
ner '59; and
Joseph H. Twichell '59,
Hartford clergyman and friend of
Mark Twain� were a few of the early

Finch

of Psi

Yale,

Rochester

of the United States District

Court for

at

of the founders of the

'44; Rensselaer Russell Nelson '46,

judge

'56, HiUhouse Professor

sons

of the Beta.

To him the Frater

is indebted for many of its most
beautiful songs. These men in the

nity

of Psi Upsilon at Yale estabhshed the high standards which

early years

succeeding generations

of the Beta

have maintained.
The classes

during the second de
brought more hon
ors to the
Fratemity. Homer Baxter
'52,
Sprague
professor at Cornell,
President of the University of North
Dakota, a colonel during the Civil
War, was an Enghsh scholar of note.
cade of the Beta

Beta House

was a

noted

diplomat

distinguished professor
famous paleontologist;
Yale,
Delafield
Francis
'60, distinguished
first
the
president of the
physician,
Association of American Physicians
and Pathologists, for many years held
a
professorship at the College of
Physicians and Surgeons. William W.
Phelps '60, Unked States Minister to
Austria, was active in furthering the
Iota. The class of 1861 brought klus-

and

of

statesman, minister of his country to
Germany and Russia. The Rt. Rev.

classmate, Edmund Clarence
Stedman, had a notable career as a
poet, critic and essayist. Chauncey
M. Depew '56, a lavvyer, United
His

States Senator from 1889 to 1911,
was

dent and later Chairman

Huxley,

at

Thomas F. Davies '53, was a Bishop
of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

distinguished speaker,

1928

The high caliber of membership
continued. The Beta roll of the sixties
reads like "Who's Who in America."
Othniel Charles Marsh '60, a friend

Andrew Dickson White '53, the first
President of Cornell University, one
time Professor at the University of

Michigan,

of

Presi

trious

of the

a

was a

names

to

Eben Baldwin,

Board of the New York Central Rail87

the Beta:

Simeon

lawyer, scholar, long

Taft, head of the famous Taft
School; Walter E. Nettleton, noted

ace

D.

American

artist;

and

S
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Charles

W.

Harkness, the well knoviTi phkanthropist, added laurels to Psi Upskon and
The

1884

Frederick S.
of Yale

delegation
Jones,

Dean-Emeritus

Frank Strong, Presi
University of Oregon and
Chancellor of the University of Kan
sas; John S. Havens, lawyer and Con

CoUege;

dent of the

George W. Patterson, be
professor of Engineering at the
University of Michigan, long a de
voted friend of the Phi; and Henry
McMahon Painter, prominent New
gressman;

loved

York obstetrician. Wkliam M. Car-

and

at

the

versity

of

Samuel

J. WaUcer, noted specialist

Chicago

now

CoUege of the Pacific, one of Psi Upsi
lon's most beloved members; and Dr.
in

children's diseases.
The class of 1889 maintamed the
tradkions of the Beta with James

the Beta.

included

UPSILON

I

high

Gamble Rogers, famous architect;
Gifford Pinchot, former Govemor of
Pennsylvania; Robert L. Luce, justice
of the

York;

Court of New

Supreme

Albert M. Freeman, Dean of Blak
Academy; Charles C. Paulding, rak
road executive; the Rt. Rev. Edward
L.

Episcopal

Protestant

Parsons,

Bishop of Cahfomia; John W. Beckwith and Walter S. Brewster, prom
inent lavi^ers; George W. Woodruff,
Robinson,

S.

distinguished New
specialist. His classmate,
Wilbur L. Cross, Sterling Professor
of English at his Alma Mater, former

federal

judge; Henry

lawyer.

President of the Connecticut

Dean of the Yale Graduate

executive.

hart '85,
York eye

was

a

Mutual

Lke

Insurance

and Thomas E.

School,

Editor of the Yale Review, served
four terms as Governor of Connecti

Company;

Donnelly, printer and

In the nineties the classes

about

forty.

The

averaged
largest delegation of

Carlton M. Lewis '86, author and
poet, was professor of English Litera

the decade

was

there

ture at Yale.

Robert W.

forty-seven Beta Psi U's.
Pomeroy, prominent law

cut.

Yale

were

that of 1896 in which

brought
distinguished
sons� Madison Grant,
lav^yer and dis
tinguished zoologist; Wkliam Lyon
Phelps, Yale Professor of English,
author, and lecturer; James R. Shef

yer, industrialist and economist; and

field, former Ambassador to Mexico;
and Roger N. Corwin, professor

kkig,

The class of 1887

some

to

of the Beta's most

emeritus

Henry

from

delegation

Huntington '92, is
Episcopal Bishop in An-

China. Irwin B.

ambassador

to

Spain,

guished diplomatic

Laughlin '93,
had

career.

a

distin

The 1894

class included Hamilton Holt, Presi
dent of Rolhns College, former Editor
of The Independent; Frank L. Polk,

New

lawyer, one time United States
Attorney for the Southern District of
New York, Secretary of State, Gover
nor General of the
Philippine Islands,
in these troubled times the
Secretary
of War; Amos Alonzo Stagg, for forty-

York

one

Con
were

Rev. Daniel T.

Protestant

included

Stimson, prominent

a

Connecticut,
gressman
members of the 1891 class. The Rt.

of German at his Alma

Mater. The 1888
L.

John Q. Tkson, lavs^yer, long

famous New York

lawyer, one-time
Department;
Harry Payne Whitney, charitable
benefactor and polo player of world
Counsellor to the State

renown; and Howard

of the New York

years football coach at the Uni90

Fox, President

Academy

of Medi-

Beta

Delegation

of 1897

Beta

Delegation

of 1909

Beta

Spring Play

Beta

Play

1911

of 1922

THE

cine. In the next year

C

Brigadier

H

Gen

eral Comelius Vanderbkt; RosweU
B. Mason, prominent
Chicago law
yer; and Francis Burton Harrison,
one-time Governor General of the

Phkippine Islands, added to the lau
George H. Netdeton,
author, distinguished Professor of
English at his Ahna Mater, formerly
Dean of Yale
CoUege, one time Act
ing President of Vassar CoUege,
Dkector of American
University
Union in Europe, a member of the
Executive Counck of Psi
Upskon
from 1923 to 1926;
Jules Gabriel
Hemi de Sibour,
distinguished archi
tect; Henry J. Fisher, prominent pub
rels of the Beta.

lisher, and member from

1908 to
1912 of the Counck of our
Fraternity;
and George K. McLanahan,

lawyer

and

member of the Council of our
Fraternity from 1915 to 1918 were in
the 1896 class at New Haven. George
a

Parmly Day,

Treasurer

of

Yale,

Founder and Dkector of the Yale

Edward S. Hark
raihoad
executive
and generous
ness,
benefactor of Columbia, Harvard and
Yale; and Robert W. Carle, Chak
man of the
bukding committee of the

A

P

T

E

R

S

of earlier days had
Fraternal altar.

men

Zenas M. Crane '00, executive, rak
road magnate, charitable benefactor;
Charles E. Brinley '00, President of

the

Baldwin

tionally known authority
losis and

a

tubercu
member of the Yale fac
on

Parmelee Reed '04, a
member of the New York law firm of

ulty; Lansing

Davis, Polk, Wardwell, Gardiner and
Reed; the Rt. Rev. Harry Real '06,
Protestant

Episcopal Bishop, Canal
Hugh R. Wilson '06, dis
tinguished diplomat, former Ambas
sador to Germany and Switzerland,
Zone; and

are
among the many illustrious sons
who trod the haUs of the Beta during

the first decade of the present

cen

tury.
Robert A. Taft

'10,

a

distinguished

lawyer. United States Senator from
Ohio, the son of our great President;
WiUiam C. BuUitt '12, continuing
the Beta's contribution to the diplo
matic service of

members of the class of 1897. In
the next delegation were Hkam Bing

to

ham,

and Rhodes

S. Mason, well
known New York newspaper man;
and Henry H. Curran, long promi

Works;

States, a member of the Yale Corpora
tion, the son of Thomas Thacher '71;
Dr. WiUard B. Soper '04, an interna

New Beta House and for many years
Treasurer of the TmmbuU Tmst,

audior and biographer, former
United States Senator and professor
at Yale; Moreau Delano, banker and

Locomotive

Judge Thomas D. Thacher '04, for
mer Solicitor General of the United

University Press;

were

placed on our

our

country, served

Ambassador to Soviet Russia and

as

France;

George van Santvoord '12,

Head Master of the Hotchkiss School

Scholar;

as was

G. Arthur

Gordon '34; Wkliam A. Harriman '13,
Chakman of the Board of the Union
Pacffic

phkanthropist; Julian

Raihoad, responsible for the
Valley" project in Idaho; the
Rev. Hemy Wise Hobson '14,

"Sun
Rt.

of New York

Protestant Episcopal Bishop of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio, a brkliant

With the turn of the century the
delegations at the Beta continued to

during the World War; the
Angus Dun '14, Dean of the
Episcopal Theological School, Cam
bridge, Mass.; Archibald MacLeish

nent in

the government

City.
be

officer

Rev.

Her sons, active in every
added to the honors which Beta

large.

field,
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'15, author, poet, former editor of
Fortune, presently the Librarian of
Congress; Robert A. Lovett '18, re

cently designated
Secretary for Ak;
son

the Assistant

as

Coolidge,

and President of the

Museum of Natural

carried

on

the

History,

glorious

have

traditions of

The members of the Beta will

ever

high place in the annals of our
Fraternity. The jewels with which
they for nearly a century adorned the
crown of Psi
Upskon wik always glit
ter. Thek magnfficent contributions
to the growth and development of
Psi Upskon can never be erased.
a

In 1840

one

collegiate gatherings was
Taylor,

records this notable

successful
so

building

the famous Hall of the Beta bukt in
From the Beta have come some
of the most beautiful and touching
of our Fraternity's songs. Albert

Mathews

'42,

"Golden

wrote

was

long line of
Conventions that have
our

of Francis

Mkes Finch '49, have

"Psi

Upsilon Smoking Song,"

come

"Andiem," "The HaUs of Psi Up
skon," "The Brothers' Love," "The
Fairies Song," "The Mystical Bower,"
and "The Old Men's

Song."

Wkhs

the Moments

'38,

event:

in New Haven

much to

Days
gkted pen

held with

the forerunner of that
added

the whole student world." The first
erected for Psi Upskon was

Theta

In June of the same year ( 1840 ) we find
the Delta appointed Delegates to attend
the annual meeting at Yale�this is the
first advance toward that reciprocal system
of visits which now forms so pleasant a
part of the duties of our members.

meeting

of

'50, composed "Welcome
Brothers;" Edmund C. Stedman '53,
"Psi U Choral;" the Rev. James K.
Lombard '54, "Jolly Psi U," "Swkdy

of the earliest inter

the Beta. WiUiam

This

possession

common

in Old Psi U." From the

the Beta.

hold

become "the

1870.

F. Trubee Davi

'18, Assistant Secretary of War

under

UPSILON

S. Colton

Fly," "Think of Psi Up
"The
Band
of Brothers," "The
silon,"
and
"The
Diamond,"
JoUy Convoca
tion." Professor Charles F. Johnson
'55,

wrote

"True TiU Death;" Alfred

L. Edwards

'57, "Lauriger

Throughout
ous

career

prominent

Fraternity.

Psi

Up

silon," and "Old Psi U;" and Charles
A. Boies '60, the beautkul "Brothers,
the Day is Ended."
her

long

the Beta

and klustri-

was

active and

in the Executive Counck

of the

Fraternity.

tributed to the Ike of Psi

Forest

'70, 1869-71, 1872-73; Henry

The first

Ward Beecher Howard '72, 1873-76;
Thomas Thacher '71, 1877-81, and

In many other ways the Beta

con

Upsilon.
fraternity membership cata
logue was the catalogue of Psi Upsi
lon published in 1842 by the Beta.
The first college songbook was the
Psi Upsilon songbook that was pub
lished by the Beta in 1849. This and
the second Song Book which followed
were both
largely composed by and
pubhshed by the Beta. They were un
doubtedly the earliest printed collec
tion of American student lyrics, and
some, hke "The Smoking Song," have

Robert Weeks de

the thkd

President; Frank Lorenzo
'72, 1892-1901; Henry John
son Fisher '96,
1908-1912; George
Xavier McLanahan '96, 1915-18;
and George
Henry Netdeton '96,
have
1923-36,
given our Fraternity
HaU

thek esteemed counsel.
In the years 1845, 1855, 1861, 1870,
1879, 1902, and 1930, seven never-

to-be-forgotten
92
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have

THE

been held with the Beta. The
occasions of Psi Upsilon have

C

H

public
always

been

graced by Beta members.
Chapter has been more active
in extending Psi Upsilon to other col
leges. Yale Psi U's did much to place
No

in

Fraternity

Brown, Amherst,
Dartmouth, Rochester, Kenyon, Cor
neU, Lehigh, WiUiams and the Uni
our

A

P

ordinated

placing
University
McGkl University

and

Toronto

cessity eliminated entirely from the
valued contacts of fraternity experi
ence. And
during the senior year the
interest

major

society

Today,

as

was

to

likely

which

in the

cieties of fifteen

be the

to

one

belonged.

past, these

men are an

so

integral

part of Yale student Ike.

Secret

in

character, with thek gorgeous
"tombs," the members are expected,
under penalty of heavy fines, to at
tend two meetings a week. Fines,
however, are seldom inflicted be
cause

the members take thek ob

ligations
standing
societies,

ings
sible.

most

The Beta

point

seriously.

men,

elected

to

customarily

to

were

held

least

at

year

at

the

spring initiations,

Chapter made it a
play invariably

the

monies, and

was

initiation

followed

quet. Frequently

attended�the three
as

ban

a

hundred

delegations,

and

residing in New

members of the Beta

Haven, such

by

one

over

cere

George

H. Nettleton

'96, and the Rev. Thomas L. Riggs '10.
The latter, always interested in dra
matics, participated during his col
in

lege days
successful

some

plays,

of

the

most

and has since di

rected many others.
Then came the announcement of
the adoption of the so-called Yale
"College Plan." That every under

graduate

was

requked

least eleven meals

a

to

take at

week in his col

caused consternation among the
fraternities; the meals were at rates

lege

substantially

lower than the frater

nities could afford to

give

thek

mem

bers.
October 5, 1934, at the

the Beta's ninety-sixth
Council sent the
Executive
the
year,
following telegram to all the Chap

meet

almost of

and other fraternities

a

attend. A

Friday,
beginning of

the senior

frequent fraternity

class.

one

large meetings

On

For the out

ters:

necessity impos
Chapter meetings of the Beta

are

built to accommodate

accompanied

as

senior

room was

the members of

when the whole

elsewhere. The reason is not
difficult to find�the freshman and
sophomore years, the formative
period of college days, were of ne
ant

were never

gatherings of the Beta, but rather
of one delegation. In fact, the Chap

time of the fall and

Fraternities, due to the existence
of the senior societies that are such
a vital
part of student life at Yale,
have there never loomed so import

normal fra

a

ternity chapter. Meetings

of

Montreal.

it exists

as

full

of
at

life

fraternity

adhered�the size of

two

in the

S

elsewhere. Delegations have always
been large� to this pattern the Beta

make Psi

Upskon
fraternity by aiding
Chapters in the

R

The great stress at Yale "on one's
has militated against co

ter

international

E

class"

versity of Washington. Recently the
late President Wkliam Howard Taft
'78, lent his powerful influence to
an

T

The Executive Coimcil of the Psi Upsilon
announces the retirement of its
Yale Chapter from the Fratemity, as soon

seldom

Fratemity

held.
93

the necessary formal steps shall have
been completed. The retirement from the
Fratemity of one of its oldest Chapters,
founded in 1839, is a matter of keen re
gret on the part of the Yale Chapter and
the Fratemity. In taking this step, the Fra
temity recognizes the diflBculty of the
Chapter continuing owing to the changed
conditions at Yale University.
as

The retkement of the Beta
in 1934 did not

Chapter

much

cause so

sur

prise,
widespread understandkig
and regret. It followed immediately
as

upon the dissolution of the Yale
Chapter of Alpha Deka Phi. Both

steps,

were

moreover,

result of

taken

the

as

changes at Yale, originating
fraternity field, and that

outside the
too

time after the

some

Yale had

cieties

at

affaks

more

junior

adjusted

so

thek

UPSILON
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Prkiceton and Harvard. This senti
al
ment was far from constant and

alumni sup
k lacked that spkk of
democracy which has

general

ways without

port,

as

intercollegiate
been always a

student tradition at
Yale, and which has been always fol
lowed and
by Yale men in

promoted
especially in thek

thek alumni years,

fratemity

contacts.

happens when reports
reach alumni that thek student suc
As

often
are

cessors

threatening

some

over

turn of old traditions, those discus
of Yale
New Haven
at
sions

solidarity, awakened
interest

wide-spread
graduates. NaturaUy
pings

of such

a

and

aroused

among

Beta

the out-cropdiscussion, and its

tional status, and to the practices
prevaking in thek sister colleges and

for support, did not pass
unnoticed in the Fraternity at large.
the subject came into the

universities.

open;

closely

to

thek tradi

struggle

Gradually

Council. In these conferences Frank

much so, that Beta dele
the middle
gates
the
twenties deprecated
reports then
current, and stated in Convention
that they were under express iastmctions to assure the Fratemity that

Fisher '96,
W.

the Beta intended to maintain fully
its traditional and historical place

decision

The

was

reached

only

after many meetings between loyal
and interested Beta men and desig

nated members
L.

Polk '94,

George

H.

of

Executive

our

Henry J.

Netdeton, '96, Robert

so

to Conventions in

George Parmly Day
'97, actively participated. Charles P.
Spooner, Rho '94, arranged the re
tkement procedure.
The beautkul Chapter House of

and activities.

the Beta, bukt

to

Carle '97, and

twenties, is

at

now

great

cost in

occupied by

Club," of which all past
are
ipso facto members.

Fence
men

the

These declarations at the Conven
tions

at

the twenties there

times,

a

provide the
Chapter House

with a new
of the open-house
In
1926
the
famous HaU of the
type.
Beta was closed, and shortly there

"The
Beta

such

the senior

is

represented by

societies, and the club system

Beta

imposing new Chapter
House was opened. Simkar steps
were taken
by other junior societies,
and the sentiment for solidarity, like

appeared,

solidarity,

as

after

student sentiment at New

Haven, for greater Yale

took substantial form and

direction. The awakened alumni in
terest soon led to a successful effort

It may be of interest to review
briefly the period and its changes.

During

soon

an

many another, seemingly reached a
traditional decision, satisfactory to
students and alumni alike.

at

94

Beta

Delegation

of 1932

Beta

Delegation

of 1934

Sigma Chapter House, Brown University. Built in
4 Manning Street, Providence, Rhode Island

Sigma Chapter

of 1884

1893

THE

However, the
been

CHAPTERS

house-warming

had

long past,

when events
transpked outside the Beta, and even
outside the student body, which
not

completely changed the outlook and
the decision so satisfactorky taken.
Paradoxically, these events were in
itiated by a Beta graduate who had
been the leading spkit and the
larg
est contributor to the new
Chapter
House, Edward S. Harkness '97.
It is hardly necessary to recaU
the bewkderment and consternation
caused by the acceptance of the
Harkness gkt of mklions for the

and whose
acceptance there was still
When
Yale afterwards ac
pending.

cepted its

own

Harkness mkhons and

entered upon its own College Plan,
everything else gave way� student
discussions, alumni traditions, and

the Beta and its

even

nearly
Beta,

of

it is safe to
say, would stkl be

the

in

history

century. Otherwise, the

a

accustomed

and

honored

place.
The
are

history, the past
secure, unequalled

of the Beta
in

chapter

annals. In the hearts of Beta

men

*

estabhshment

at

Harvard

of

a

Hallowed in song and story

"House" plan, so-called, which had
been previously proposed to Yale

Helpful suggestions

Ever

hve, Psi Upsilon.
Charles A. Boies '60.

have been made

by Henry

J. Fisher

'96, and Robert

W. Carle '97.

SIGMA

CHAPTER

Brown University

March 28, 1840
upon me to address
able Body.

year after the Beta Chapter had
been estabhshed at Yale, Psi Upsilon
A

advanced farther into New
Brown

in

R.

Chapter

was

installed.

In the archives of the

.

Sigma

is

a

letter vvritten

January 25, 1840, by
A.
Edwards, then a junior
Benjamin
in Brown

line to your Honor

Circiunstances appeared pecuharly fa
vorable for the formation of a new hterary
Society, last term, in Brown, there being,
at that time, men of acknowledged talent
and character, who preferred to form an
other society, rather than to unite with
either of those then existing.
Although
oin: union is yet without a name, we stand
pledged to each other, in view of the ad
vantages to be derived from such associa
tion, of kindred minds, that we will vmite
ourselves into a fratemity, for oiu: own
improvement in Literature and mental
cultivation, which society shall, (provided
circumstances prove favorable) become a
chapter of some honorable brotherhood in
one of the colleges of New England; other
wise, it shall stand on its own basis, sacred
to these praiseworthy objects.
Having made inquiries concerning your
fratemity, and, so far as we have leamed,
being pleased with its condition and pros-

England.

Providence,
I., had been founded in 1765.
There on March 28, 1840, the Sigma

University

a

University, petitioning the
a
Chapter of Psi Upsilon.

Beta for
This letter stands as the only viTritten
record of the events and discussion
leading up to the petition for a char
ter of our
Fraternity at Brown.
In behalf of a literary fratemity recendy
formed in Brown University, it devolves

95
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second chapter
years later the
of Delta Phi had been there estab
lished. Beta Theta Pi was to enter

pects, we unanimously and respectfully
request, that we may become a chapter

thereof, provided the

shall

measure

two

meet

approbation.
Concerning the number,

yoiu:

1849, Zeta Psi in 1852,
Theta Delta Chi in 1853, Deka Up
silon in 1858, and Delta Kappa Ep

character and
talent of our members, and the
principles
by which we intend to be governed, we
would state, that our fratemity had its ori
gin in the Junior Class last term, that, as
the Seniors will so soon leave
College, we
did not think it advisable to elect
any
members from that class, that we embrace
eight from the Junior and eleven from the
Sophomore Class, concerning whom we
think we may with truth and
modesty as
sert, that so far as character and talent are
concemed, we have nothing to fear by a
comparison with either of the other Socie
ties. The Alpha Delta Phi
Society has, in
deed, but five members from these classes.
The Delta Phi Soc. has ten. But
thinking
themselves somewhat injudicious in their
first election, they
delayed further choice,
until they found that several of the most
talented fellows gave the preference to
the contemplated Society. Moreover, sus
pecting that they were about to make
elections from the Freshman Class, several
of our mmiber having been, for two or
three years, well acquainted with some of
its members, and
seeking the fullest confi
dence in them as gentlemen and as schol
ars, knowing also, the opinion of the officers
to whom they recite, and of the students
generally concerning them, we did "take
the tide at its flood," and secured seven of
the first men of tlie class, some of whom
our rivals
attempted to obtain, but who
firmly adhered to us. We are aware that,

Brown ki

silon in 1859.

January 30, 1840,
the Brovra petition

.

had been dis

not

urging

of the

matter.

They

aU

seem

for their

to

stand
and

Scholarship

well in CoUege
gendemanly de

portment.
A letter written

by John

February 8, 1840,

Sanderson, Delta '43,

W.

formed the Theta that the
at

New York

Brown

University

in

Chapter

favored the

petition.

After canvassing the matter freely, and
a favorable
opinion expressed by
Messrs. Taylor, Monilaws and others, their

hearing
request

was

granted.

Febmary 10, 1840,

Wkliam E.

Robinson,
'41, the "indefati
founder
of
the Beta, wrote to
gable"
Daniel Shepherd, Theta '40:
Beta

I have got leave of absence from
college
for the remainder of the term. Some of the
brethren wish me to go to Brown. Perhaps
I may as I reckon it a
providential overture
that twenty-six noble and talented fellows
asking humbly for leave to enlist them
selves imder our banner�the banner of
Union and love is an occurrence not to be
met with every
day, may the event prove
as
happy as the omen. My love to the
brethren individually.

number,

any whose scholarship, talent, or moral
character is at all questionable
Should it be your pleasure to
grant the
establishment of a chapter at Brown, we
wish you would send an answer without
necessary delay, and forward whatever in
formation you may deem
proper.
.

after

only the cause
newly organized BroviTi So
haste in handling the
but
ciety
the Theta

why oiu- prospects are not superior
honorably perpetuating the Society.
our

days

New Haven, Amos E.
patched
Beta
'40, forwarded it to
LaviTence,

not see

We intend not to elect to

five

to

to some this
step may appear rash. But we
knew the men, and think it is
decidedly in
our favor.
They will, unquestionably, be
men of influence in
college, and will re
main longer than
any others now present.
In the three classes from which our
elections have been made, we think there
is no question but that we have more talent
than either of the other Societies, and can

for

UPSILON

PSI

.

The

from the youthful
bore
fruit. Just over two
society
months after it had been forwarded

petition

soon

Alpha Delta Phi had mstalied ks
chapter at Brovm in 1836, and

to New

Fraternity estab
lished its second branch in New
Eng-

seventh
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Haven,

our

THE

C
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A

land. The minutes of the Sigma
record that on March 28, 1840, the
group met in the "ap
room" where Wkliam E.

Robinson, Beta '41,

was

"received

respect." "He there in
itiated the men and organized them
as a branch of the
Fraternity." Ac
to
The
cording
Epitome and The
Story of The Psi Upsilon, Hemy M.
Dexter, Beta '40, who 'liad passed
his freshman and sophomore years
Upskon

On March

the
the

founding
following

itiated

meeting

new

were

the
to

after

an

organi

branch. It

was

de

should be

Chapter
Sigma. Future meet
be held "in a college
of the

undated,
every month,

are

interval of ten

members.

March

on

devoted to the

in the

weeks, probably

Chap
held,

were

sometimes

days

or

During May

two

of vari

rooms

and

June

28, 1840, the date of

ous

of the

of 1840, several persons were added
to the rolls of the Sigma.

Sigma Chapter,

Brovra

men

were

in

Thus did the

George

of Psi
of "an
and

was

popular chap
seven

hundred

members of whom
are

living.

Convention, which
held with the Sigma, a century

of Psi

1940

Upsilon

at Brown was

One

of the

Sigma's

fittingly

most

trious sons, Albert Harkness

of the

college

of his

illus

'42, tells

day:

Student life at Brown in the early days
academic life pxne and simple. The
students hved together in the college,
dined together in Commons Hall. The
hours for devotion, for study and for recrea
tion, the same for all, were regulated by
the college bell with the precision of
clock-work.
was

Lamb Miller and Harrison Carleton
of the class of 1843; and Caleb
Blood and Akred EUenwood Giles,

Page,

of the class of 1844.
writes

and

celebrated.

1842; Percival Whitiiiore

'51,

loyal

eighty-eight

With the

Bartlett, Lowell Holbrook, Ezekiel

Psi

ever

four hundred and nine

Judson Huntington, Noah
Ford Packard, James Munroe Phipps,
and John Barstow Wklard, of the

Fiske,

become a part
Thus
Upsilon.
began the Ike

Sigma

ter," which has had

Adonkam

cerning

as

sometimes

Bartol, Henry Harrison Button, Asa
Howard Gould, Zuinglius Grover,
Albert Harkness, Mkton Hebard,

these

of the

was

ter, many

Smith and Alanson Harris Tinkham,
of the class of 1841; George Murillo

Wklard

rest

building."
The early meetings

Washington Brown, Thomas Clem
Campbell, Wilson Conner
Cooper, Benjamin Alexander Ed
wards, Merrick Lyon, Elbridge

of

The

ings

ent

class

D.D.

known

Brown.

charter members:

as

ington,

cided that the

the Providence institution," was of
material aid to Robinson in estab

lishing

S

R

zation of the

at

at

E

28, 1840,

with all due

Psi

T

are known to
every Rhode Islander; and
the Rev. Professor Adoniram Judson Hunt

petitioning

pointed

P

con

its early years the Sigma,
than any other Chapter of Psi
Upsilon, bore the brunt of official

During

men:

more

Many

of whom

have

since

risen

to

divines, scholars, and states
men�men of the
stamp of Samuel Green
Arnold, historian of Rhode Island, lieutenant-govemor and United States Senator;
Albert Harkness, LL.D., the celebrated
Latinist; Merrick Lyon, LL.D., whose
eminence

as

exalted services in the

cause

opposition to secret fraternities.
Early in the autumn of 1840, a meet
ing was called, September 26, 1840,
to consider the steps the Sigma
should take concerning the com-

of education
97

munication which had

sued

President

by

been is

just

of

Wayland

was

Bartol and Giles,

chosen

To wait upon the President

to

...

ascer

precisely what are his
views concerning our
chapter, and to en
deavor to effect {if possible) a repeal of
the prohibition.
tain

correctly

Thus

and

began

President

relentless warfare

through

eradicate

opposing
deskes

fraternities. Oc

college

attitude

casional references to his

the

early

1847

approval

he

minutes

was

not

of

untk

dis
expressed
rules
college
legally adopted. No
his

in the form of

which he had

meeting

Chapter

forties. But it

that

evi

worked in

the President's

appear in the

fra

to last

some

with Delta Phi in

strenuously
to

Sigma

new

was

decade. There is

a

dence that the
concert

Wayland's

the

on

Brown, which

ternities at

could be held "unless

such time and

place

as

the President

faculty

tion of the

aboli

probably

action,

society.

The minutes of

a

meeting

held

June 19, 1848, show the Sigma's
growing resentment. A committee
was
again appointed to present the
Chapter's private records to the
President and

at

the

express to him the

members, and

same

he intended to pursue.
Dr. Wayland's reply dated

1848,

was

problem

of rela

stkl
University
unsolved. The Sigma, staunch in ks
decision to continue as a chapter of
tions with the

was

faced a future that
seemed dark indeed. A committee
consisting of James B. AngeU '49,
'49, which had
and

Upskon,

Psi

James Tklinghast

appointed March
ported May 25, 1849:

been

29, 1849,

re

Your Committee waited on the Presi
dent at the earhest opportunity and in
formed him that the society were not dis
posed to comply with his request, but
chose rather to incur the penalty prescribed
for disobedience
awaiting the action of

by

the

Faculty

for its

suppression.

Whereupon the Committee in
formed the Chapter, the President
had given to the members of the
Sigma marks of fifty on conduct,
the

lowest

"which

grade

can

be

reached."

By

1849 relations with President

Wayland

seemed

impasse,

and at

11, the
but to
further

to
a

have reached

meeting

voted not

to

on

an

June

disband,

Sigma
adjourn indefinitely untk
notice. The Chapter decided,

after much deliberation,
to initiate

new

to continue

men, to continue to

elect officers, but to discontinue offi
cial meetings so that the President
could not expel the members for

transgressing his rules. "Unofficial"
meetings during the term were held

of the

the

.

A year later the

time to

feehng

to ascertain

.

.

to meet

at

may dkect." The records and meet
ings were at all times to be open
to official inspection. Violation would
mean

abuses.
They are permitted
records
only on condition that their
to his inspection.
always open

to severe
are

Brown that "You need not make any
more elections." A committee, con

sisting of CampbeU,

UPSILON
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informaUy for literary purposes and
"to keep ahve the Psi U Spkit." It
was decided that the
regular meet

course

July 19,

ings,

uncompromising:

at

which

new

members

were

elected and initiated, should take
place during the vacations. Meetings
seem to have been held on the cam

While secret associations are hable to
many abuses he is not aware of a single
advantage which they offer which is not
equally offered by associations not liable

pus
98

frequently

and

successfuUy.

THE

In Memories

Hoppin '61,

C

H

of Brown, William W.

wrote:

be recorded.
When President Wayland
was in office and the late Hon. Samuel G.
Amold was a member of the corporation,
the advisibility of doing away with secret
societies in coUege was under considera
tion. President Wayland strongly advocated
the measure of abohtion, and, as is well
known, whatever President Wayland advo
cated was generally adopted. Govemor
Amold was one of the
members of Psi
Upsilon in Brown University, and to the
end of his life an enthusiastic member of
that organization. He strongly and unflinch
ingly defended the secret societies, then
five or six in number, frankly opposing the
views of President Wayland. The result of
the discussion was that secret societies
were not done
away with, and, although
the mode of conducting them may have
been modified, they are today an impor
tant factor in
coUege hfe. The whole fra
temity system at Brown is largely due to
the character and manly action of Gover
nor Amold.
.

P

T

E

R

S

of Psi

Upsilon at Brown the practice
putting the minutes in verse was
frequently followed. The muse of
poetry has always thrived at the
Sigma. Literary meetings, held every
two weeks, in
early days recorded
in glowing terms, were serious and
erudite, involving debates and pa
pers on literature.
Occasionally,
of

One incident in the history of secret so
cieties in Brown University it seems should
.

A

.

.

.

of humor and wit,

however,

a

such

"mock trial,"

note

injected.
delegations at the
included
an
outstanding

as a

was

The first ten

.

Sigma
group of

men.

Benjamin

'41, wrote June 8, 1841,
Wheeler, Theta '41:

A. Edwards
to

John

M.

pleasure to inform you that
of the brethren of our chapter
have just been elected members of the
Phi Beta Kappa Society, and that our pros
pects are in all respects bright as ever.
I have the

six

more

Samuel Greene Arnold '41, lawyer,
of Rhode Island, Lieu

historian

September 10, 1850, the Sigma
resume
its meetings "at
regular intervals." Thus the most
crucial period in the Sigma's long
history passed without an actual dis
banding of the Chapter. It is appar
voted to

ent

that

sure

great deal of alumni pres
had been brought to bear on

Wayland

neutrality"

guished

and Literature, was
"celebrated Latinist." He died in

Greek
a

Albert Harkness '42, distin
author and professor of

Language

his

with the result

that "a kind of armed

as

to 1863.

1907, after giving fifty-two years of
high character and great services

a

President

of his State, served
United States Senator from 1862

tenant Governor

to

his Alma Mater.

Phipps '42,

was

was an

Monroe

outstanding phy

sician. Eli

Thayer '45, educator and

nities continued unmolested. A battle

inventor,

served

in behalf of the whole Greek letter

from

fraternity had been fought and won
by a courageous band of Sigma un
dergraduates. In this battle James B.
AngeU '49, later to become the be

of Ohio, while his classmate, Thomas
Durfee '46, was a distinguished

established,

and after 1850 frater

James

Massachusetts. Franklin J.
Dickman '46, from 1894 to 1908 was
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

loved President of the University of
Michigan and a Ike-long friend of
the Phi, played a valiant part.

During

the

early

years the

serious

vein. In fact for the first half

century

were

written in

Chief

Justice

of the

Supreme

Court

of Rhode Island. Pendleton Murrah

'48,

a

lawyer,

was

Governor of Texas

from 1862 to 1864.

Sigma

a

minutes

Congressman

as

geU '49,

one

of aU Psi
99

James

of the most

U's, had

a

BurriU An

distinguished

notable

career.

ANNALS

Teacher, editor, diplomat. President
of the University of Vermont, later
for many years the beloved President
of the University of Michigan, he
was

at various times Minister

United States

key.

to

'64, called him "one of
and

men,

President
Let
much

us

of the

China and to Tur

In later years William W.

Bailey

greatest
devkish good fellow."

a

AngeU

once

our

said:

all remember that there is not

power in
organization
A society is always just what its
members make it by their character; noth

abiding

merely.
ing

more,

Charles

nothing
H.

less.

Mason

served in 1859

'49,

a

lawyer,

Acting Governor
of Washington Territory.
During 1852 the meetings of the
Sigma seem to have been carried on
in the

manner

society.

The

of

as

an

honorary literary

meetings

which for

a

number of years had been held in
Union Hall were now transferred to
the Lyceum, and were held weekly

Fridays, instead of every fort
night. At this time a motion was
passed for the raising of a sum of
on

$15
a

be put aside and added to for
rooms suitable for meet
of the Chapter.

to

suite of

ings

The classes of the Sigma during
the fifties continued the high stand
ards set by thek brothers of the
a

decade.

James O. Murray '50,
Congregational clergyman, an

prior

author

and

editor,

Princeton

and

Dean

brigadier-general

a

was

the United States

Army.

phkanthropist; Henry H. Washburn
'59, an Episcopal clergyman. Arnold
Green '58, composed some of our
finest songs� "Hak to Psi Upsilon,"
"The Star of Psi U," "Three Cheers
U!", and "Psi Upskon

for Old Psi

Supper."
By the 1860's the Chapter meet
ings were being held in No. 34 Uni
versity Hall. In 1864 the Sigma for
the first time adopted an initiation
fee of five doUars. By 1866 special
meetings were being held in 36 Hope
College, with regular meetings in the

'lodge rooms." In 1868 a series of
Shakespearean plays were produced
at the Chapter
meetings.
During the Civk War the Chapter
small; few

was

In the

lege.
to

men

eight

inclusive

1869

there

twenty-nine Sigma
time

were

men.

were

But at

but
no

it necessary to suspend or
abandon the -Chapter�its record of
was

continuous existence

was

thus main

tained.
the

Twenty-three members of
Sigma served vvdth the armed

forces

during

the Civk War. Two

gave thek lives.
The minutes of the meetings held
from 1869 through 1876 are missing

1877,

Court of Rhode

in Col

classes from 1862

from the archives of the

'54, author and classical pro
fessor were all prominent members
of the Sigma. Horatio
Rogers '55,
manufacturer,
historian.
lawyer,
Jus

in

His class

mate, Marcus Waterman '55, was an
artist of note; Robert H. I. Goddard
'58, a merchant, manufacturer and

of

Mille

Supreme

Island,

L.

University; Jeremiah
Diman '51, a well known professor
of history; WiUiam H. Watson '52,
physician and surgeon; James De

tice of the
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Sigma. By
meetings were
held weekly, business and literary
sessions
alternating. In May 1878,
we

know the

the initiation fee

dollars,

was raised to fifteen
and the semester tax to ten.

From WiUiam

Ely '78, we learn that
college days the meetings were
held downtovm where the
Sigma had
Chapter rooms on the top floor of the
in his

THE

CHAPTERS

and

building occupied by Glanding's
Drug Store on Weybosset Street, at

turer

of Harkness Court, where
the Colonial Building now stands.

banker. United

the

corner

A.

Henry
Laughlin '60, kon and
steel manufacturer; William W.
Hoppin '61, New York lawyer; James
A. DeWok '61, die audior of "Alma
Mater," the University hymn, one
time Surgeon General of Trinidad;
Samuel R. Dorrance '63, banker and
cotton manufacturer; William W.
Bakey '64, chemist, botanist, edu
cator and author; Charles W. Lippitt
'65, manufacturer, banker. Governor
of Rhode Island from 1895 to 1897;
and the Rev. Reginald H. Howe '66,
clergyman in Brookline, were mem
bers of the

Sigma delegations in the
Bailey '64, until

sixties. William W.

his death in
most active

1914,

was

one

members of the

of the

Chapter.

philanthropist; Henry

Lippitt '78,

States Senator from
to

1916; and

'79,

rakroad

Rhode Island from 1911
Frank

Farnham

A.

counsel,

were

a

prominent Sigma
In the

the

few of the many
men.

eighties,

are

we

business

ducted with

told, that

con
meetings
and
dispatch.
efficiency
were

trials, during this period,

Mock

F.

manufacturer,

textile

seem

have been very popular. Debates,
generally on historical or govern
mental topics, were common. By
1882 the Chapter was seriously dis
to

cussing a Chapter House and build
ing up the fund which was later to
be used for that purpose. In 1885
the Chapter meetings were being
held in 18

generally
tober. In

University

Hall. Initiation

place early in Oc
September, 1885, the Sigma
took

the songs he penned to
Many
Psi Upsilon and the Sigma. In the

voted to occupy rooms off the cam
pus, and obtained space in the Way-

eleventh edition of our Song Book
appear ten of his beautkul songs�

land

are

"Initiation

Mystic Home,"
Night," "Songs of Psi Upsilon,"
"Our

"Psi

Paean," "Hurrah for Old Psi U,"
"The Ship Psi U," "The Candidates'
U

Song," "Anticipation

and

Realiza

tion," "Hail to Thee," and "O Mother
Dear, Psi Upskon."
In the seventies Isaac Nelson Ford

'70, journalist, author and foreign
correspondent; William Blodget '71,
banker; Daniel L. D. Granger '74,

lawyer

and

Congressman

from

Rhode Island; Webster Knight '76,
banker, financier and phkanthropist;
Richard H.
'76, audior and

Tingley

engineer; Rathbone Gardner
'77, lawyer, banker and Unked States
District Attorney; Howard F. HanseU '77, physician and ophthalmolo
gist; Wkliam GammeU '78, manufac
civk

101

in downtown Provi

Building

dence.

It

unfortunate that the

is

minutes from 1886 to 1889

ing

are

miss

from the archives.

eighties brought to the Sigma
outstanding Psi U's at
Brown. Augustus L. Abbott '80, law
The

some

of the

yer and Trustee of his Alma Mater;
Henry B. Gardner '84, Professor of
Economics at

Brown,

dent of Phi Beta

one

time Presi

Kappa

and the

Economics

Association;
'84, educator, author.
Dean of Brown University from 1912
to 1930; Norman S. Dike, '85, jurist,
official Referee, New York Supreme
Court; John B. Diman '85, educator;
Clinton P. Knight '85, cotton manu

American

Otis E. Randall

facturer, banker and

philanthropist;

Theodore F. Green '87, lawyer. Gov
ernor of Rhode Island 1932-1936,

United

States

Senator

1936-1942;

ANNALS
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and Warren S. Simmons '89, physi
and surgeon. Dean Randall,

1893

cian

in the annals of the

For this occasion Wkliam W.

'65,

wrote

During

brick

an

minutes.

of each year.

The years between 1878 and 1900
saw the
Sigma at the height of its
social selectiveness.

During this era,
before the deske to attend
coUege
away from home, the Sigma was an
recruited from the best famkies of Providence. Before that era
the Chapter had received the keen

nually

from Delta Phi and
and
after
Psi,
1900, from Alpha
Delta Phi. Herbert L.
Bridgman,
Gamma '66, in the
of his offi

competition

Zeta

report

cial visit to the

1899,

an

exercises.

marked. The min

Sigma's annual sleigh-ride took
place in January, and was an imquahfied
success. These
sleigh-rides have a tradi
tional significance, they having been held
each winter by the Sigma, with but one
or
two exceptions, for more than
fifty
years. They have always been confined ex
clusively to the active members, and are
a
decidedly unique feature of the middle

est

co

dome consti

ideal location. By passing through
the Soldiers' Memorial Gates class
rooms can be reached in two or three

more

During the eighties there had been
much talk about the erection of a
new
building to house the Sigma,
which had been accustomed
in various downtown

offices

Sigma, February 3,

wrote:

With only Alpha Delta Phi does the
Sigma acknowledge even a shght competi
tion. In the social life of the
City of Provi

dence, Psi Upsilon, with many
aliunni, is recognized as vidthout

prominent
a

to meet

buddings

for thek business

and

sessions,

the lodge room to dor
mitories on the campus. The deske
for a house built solely for fraternity

later

The

term

a

Street from the back campus in

increasing dislike of
literary
During the
early nineties it became the practice
for the members of the
Sigma to
have groups of rooms in the college
buildings. The Psi Upsilon Review
for April, 1896, records a custom of
the Sigma:
all

design,

modffied

of

with

tuting a thkd story, the home of
the Sigma is just across Thayer

poem.
the last decade of the nine

yearly

structure

lonial

a

indicate

opening of the new
Manning Street

the northeast corner of Thayer
and Manning Streets. A two story

Sigma.
Bakey

century the trend from a liter
ary society to a social fraternity be

utes

the

House at 4

on

teenth

came

saw

Chapter

of the class of 1884, was not
initiated until 1907, a procedure

though
unique

UPSILON

SI

moving

purposes constantly grew. A building
fund had been slowly accumulating.

Sigma alumni set up and in
corporated a body known as the Lin
coln Library Association to hold the
money aheady collected. Genera
tions of Sigma men pledged $10 a
year for ten years after graduation
to finance the
long-hoped-for house
and to provide for its endowment.
By 1892 $10,000 was in hand and
work was begun. The architect was
Howard Hoppin, not a member of
Psi Upsilon, but the lodge room and
its
entrance
were
designed by
Waterman
'86.
Stephen
Unique at
Brown in that it was designed solely
for fraternity purposes, for decades
the house has been a show place in
Providence. Even today it is the only
The

house

cially

the Brown campus espe
constructed for the use of a fra
on

ternity.

rival.
102

At

first, the house had

no

dormi-
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tory arrangements, but

only

as

club

rooms

week and for

SI

used

was

a

throughout
on
Friday
dormitory wing

Beginning

pledged
ing

in 1901.

completed
large social hall on the
floor was completely remodeled
emerged as a beautiful Me

first

and

1926,

basement store

a

turned into

was

room so

rathskeller
that meals could^be
a

new

dedicated

Aprk 14,

were

This

be initiated untk the

of the second semester.

beginning

The nineties

room

dining

served

Sigma

was

dedicatory
Bridgman,

Upsilon.

'91, banker and railroad executive;
Hezekiah A. Dyer '94, artist, painter
and lecturer; Russell Grinnell '97,

Executive

Frederick M.

manufacturer

ing

and WiUiam T. Aldrich

and

philanthropist;

United States Senator from

Five members of the

and Ambassador

active service in the

to

Kentucky
Germany, de

livered the bukding to Rathbone
Gardner '77, president of the Lin
coln Library Association, the cor

poration holding

by

the latter it

the

Sigma

its
was

and

legal title,

for its exclusive

active

utes

the Convention of that year, the
mortgage on the house was paid.

and

Gamma.

to take

hterary meeting

exercises

to do so, "shall be subject to no fine;
but such an offense shall be consid
ered a breach of honor until the
obligation is discharged." During the

winter of 1896

a

series of

of much

smokers,

enjoyment

note

103

to

the close

maintained be

Chapters
Sigma, particularly the
Dues by 1901 had risen to

new ones.

concerning

play�

In 1902

the

a

we

find

a

of

a

production

tradition known to

every delegation since the
of the century. The literary part

nearly
turn

of the

ally,

meetings disappears gradu

later revived in the form of the

"Owl," short articles contributed by
brothers.

Sigma

to

The min

Sigma.

meetings refer

$17.25 for older members and $27.50

freshman

and who shall fail

to 1910 was

the various Psi U

the

for the

in the

the

at

relationships always

Aprk 1, 1898, a by-law was
adopted that a member appointed
a

one

of the

tween

from

at

Chapter saw
Spanish-Amer

The decade from 1900
an

use.

over

'00, architect.

ican War.

transferred to

1914, with funds left

productive

Sigma:

Kentucky, United States Am
bassador to Germany; Frank A.
Sayles, '90, manufacturer and phi
lanthropist; Colonel Robert W. Taft

'90, Chakman of the Bukd
Committee, destined to be

part

the

brought to

Frederic M. Sackett, Jr., '90, lawyer,
industrialist. United States Senator

Sackett

In

being
signify

going to attend
practice carried well

they

cannot

man

1893. Isaac N.

'66, spoke for the

Council of Psi

upon

from

home of the

Ford '70, delivered the
address; Herbert L.
Gamma

still

eth century, when its evils were, to a
great extent, stamped out by the interfraternity council. Today a fresh

in the House.

The

Upsilon

men

were

into the second decade of the twenti

morial Room, dedicated to the four
members of the Sigma who gave
thek lives in the World War.
In

to Psi

that

Brown.

In 1922 the

about 1890

preparatory school

in

the east end to accommodate six
teen to eighteen was under
way and

undergraduates alike,
Chapter House.

held at the

was

on

was

UPSILON

alumni and

the

meetings

1900

nights. By

OF

From

was

1906

particularly

to

1909

active

on

the
the

campus, the 1907

UPSILON
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During the past decade not more
Sigma men have come from

delegation being

than six

outstanding.
During the forepart

decade of the present century, the
Sigma was active in athletics. By

Rhode Island. Times have changed
from fifty years ago when nearly the
whole Chapter was recmited from

^917

Providence.

rule

a

of the second

ratffied

was

by

the Inter-

fraternity Council that there was to
no
"rushing" during the first se

for local

mester.

trialist and

beautkul Memorial HaU

1922 the
in the

the

of

members

the World War. In

Chapter

House

was

dedicated

the memory of the four
men who lost their lives.
to

Sigma

The

Chapter was in a healthy con
during the twenties. Larger
delegations were the vogue� on the
average there were about thirtythree men in the Chapter. The middle
dition

this

of

years

decade

active in all

Sigma unusually

the

found

cam

pus affaks. From 1920 to 1926 seven
members were elected to Phi Beta

scholarship continued
problem� too many were forced
to leave college. Literary efforts were
made through the "Owl," which
Kappa.

be

But

to

a

seems

to

have lasted

out

this decade

surviving vestige of
Sigma's literary enterprise. With
the last

as

dining-room

new

able to

the

Chapter

the

the

The minutes from 1930 to 1934
ter

an

abnormal attention to

scholarship

ebb. Alumni,
the

as

which
an

was

incentive,

B.

chap

at a

low

set

up

AngeU Scholarship.
Sigma had a
of
procession
larger delegations.
But scholastic "mortality" continued
to be very high.
James

From 1935 to 1940 the

Starkweather '13, investment banker;
Samuel Greene Arnold Rogers '15,
author; EUiott L. Thurston '17, jour
nalist; Kenneth S. Parker '18, indus-

triahst; Arthur Blak Moody, Jr., '22,
and Frank

journalist;

'24, author; Edward

Olney Hough

T. Richards

member of the

lawyer,
Council,

'27,

Executive

few of the many
Sigma men of this cen

are

prominent

a

tury.
The

Sigma

has

six occasions

on

been host to the Conventions of

our

1847, 1856, 1870, 1890,
1914, and 1940. The Conventions

Fratemity,
with die

served

to

in

Sigma

1890 and 1940

in

the Semi-

commemorate

Centennial and the Centennial of the

WiUiam Conrad Rhodes '64, 186971; Isaac Nelson Ford '70, 1871-72;

brothers

show

K.

efficiency engineer; John

'13,

Chapter.

early
usually had selected some
nearby boarding house or restaurant
where they dined together.
During

Seidel
A.
Hahn
Clifford
'12, industrialist;

the
was

twenties

indus

the

meals in the house.

serve

Masury '04,
engineer; Harry G.

Alfred FeUowes

be

Seventy-seven
Sigma served in

tendency is
away to college.
the

Today
boys to go

and Edward T. Richards

1932-37;
'27, since

1939, have served

Executive

Kenneth A.

O'Brien '28,
on our

Council.
The Lincoln
is

Literary

Association

today defunct, having been

placed by

Providence, duly
General

erty

Assembly

to

hold the prop
Sigma and to

and funds of the

administer them. It
and

keeps

the house

refurnished,
repaired
slowly building up a small
ment
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re

Upsilon Club of
incorporated by the

the Psi

and

is

endow
fund. Edward T. Richards '27,

Gamma Chapter House, Amherst College. Built in 1913
South Pleasant Street, Amherst, Massachusetts

Gamma

Delegation

of 1871

l>/^..%.
W

W

Gamma

Delegation

of 1873

THE

CHAPTERS

and an executive committee govern
the Chapter from the Alumni stand

delegations
one

Colonel H.

point.

is President of

Anthony Dyer '94,
the Chapter Alumni

ber of the

One hundred years of the

produced

one

Sigma�for

Sigma

hundred and

of Phi Beta

Kappa,

The

delegation

and about

junior

of 1851

placed
fraternity. In several
classes between fifty and sixty per
cent of the undergraduates elected
to Phi Beta Kappa were Psi U's I

undergraduate
ment of

for

Then

The story

of

came

lapses

were

the

Brown, 1840-1940,

a

a

continuing

common

of

mutual

interest."

Upsilon,

Sweet as thy memories be.
We come again unto thy shrine.

And here renew to thee
The pledge we made in youthful days.
When life was gladness all;
We chant orn: loudest hymn of praise.
Responsive to thy call.

decline

WiUiam W.

has been based

prepared by

finer

Ike and the establish

Then mother dear, Psi

of several

Sigma

even

bond of heartfelt interest

"young gentlemen

tastes and

first hak century which did not in
clude at least one member of Phi

Kappa.

generation only about
Sigma delegation

useful future for the enrichment of

This great procession of scholars
passing through the halls of the
Sigma remained undiminished for
nearly two decades. Rare it was to
find a Sigma delegation during ks

untk there

a

wkl be maintained; that
records wkl be made in a

year.
all in

this scholastic

Beta

the last fourteen

graduated. The alumni and under
graduates realize the seriousness of
the problem and are making earnest
efforts to rectky it.
The Sigma begins her second cen
tury with a feeling of optimism that
the glorious traditions of the past

ter, which averaged between five
and twelve members per class, about
sixty per cent of the members of the
Sigiria gained the coveted golden
hak of them in thek

Only

a mem

one-half of each

four members of Phi Beta
Kappa.
In the early delegations of the Chap

key

Kappa
Sigma in

has been

years. With this has come a serious
decline in the scholarship of the

Association.

have

between members.

Phi Beta

Paul J.

on

Spencer

The

Bafley

'64.

Sigma's Century

'26. Valuable

at

suggestions

have been received from Edward T. Richards 27.

CHAPTER

GAMMA

November 16, 1841

Amherst College

CoUege, founded in 1821,
become the home of the next
Chapter of Psi Upsilon. There the
Amherst

was

to

Gamma,
nals of

in the

our

an

prominent
Fratemity, was installed

ever

November 16,

1841.

Gamma, the

initial letter of the Greek word for
North Star, has been a symbol of

leadership

in the

Fraternity.

The urge to join, so characteristic
of the American youth, plus the excitingless calm of a small country
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We shaU

Upskon.

never

know

town

Psi

extracurricular

whether the motive underlying this
foundation came from some student
who was disappointed over fakure
to make Alpha Deka Phi, or from
the existing
one discontented with

forced Amherst students to
seek a pleasant outlet for excess en
ergies. It is not surprising that these
first

energies should

show themselves in the form of liter

ary clubs� Northampton was seven
long miles in an expensive buggy;
movies, radio, sports programs, and
taboo. At Amherst

were

Wright

else

members of the Gamma, would seem
to indicate the importance of the

The

latter:

unknovni; drinking, danc

cars were

ing

clubs. The Reminiscences of Elijah
H.
'42, one of the charter

where societies

were

as

organized.
split

charter students

fifty-three

into

I think there

societies, the Athenian and the

two

Alexandrian, formed

to

of-class interest in

things literary.

The

harmony

promote

was

impact

of

body,

a

and

shattered

soon

fast

growing

by

so

the

student

tions

resigned to
presumably more

form
elite

a

a

ganization

organiza
thkd and

organization,

in existence in

of the

CoUege,

problems
plexing. Should

enduring
Alpha
chapter in

was

or

to 1840 many

large

was

ganized,
Society,

classes

During

die

period

from 1821

other groups were or
such as die Antislavery

the

Colonization

the Antivenean

Society,

and

secret

caUed the Chi Delta Theta,
forerunner of the Amherst chapter
of Phi Beta Kappa (1853).

society

From this scrambled

of

background

organization rivahies, sprang,

in

1841, Amherst's second Greek letter

fraternity,

the Gamma

Chapter

discuss die

or

the

secret

organization

be

it to be and from what

were

the members to be

se

lected? What would be the attitude
of the faculty and the administra
tion? Those matters had beyond
doubt been thrashed out in pre
liminary meetings. Slowly the an
swers were evolved, and in June the

Society,
a

new

become affiliated with an
established national fratemity? How

local

1836.

to

of
society,
that would fiU a niche left va
cant by the existing organizations.
were many and per
The

ganization

a

needs.

Delta Phi with its sixth

a

spring of 1841 six students
junior class gathered in Room

23, South

Alexandrian,

fraternity

Amherst

In the

one

Greek letter

preemi
chapter.

by its members; to this or
feehng of opposition grad-

other secret and non-secret groups
were formed to fill real or
imagined
first

our

several of
sprang. Again there were
to imite to
desired
who
friends,
us,
intellec
gether for social enjoyment and
tual improvement. While we felt ourselves
"aristocrats," we determined that our in
fluence should be "democratic."

With this break in the ranks of

Amherst's

form

warm

called the "Social Union," Amherst's
first secret society.
the Athenian and the

two motives
to

uaUy

group to corner the best talent. The
climax of this rivalry came in 1827
when the leaders of both

claimed

ence

the deske of each

by

was

us

society which arrogated to itself supreme
exceUence and endeavored to tyraimize,
so to speak, over the students generaUy,
without possessing the talent�in our day,
whatever it might have been in earher
times�to command the respect and defer

which first character

ized the relations of these two
cieties

First, there

out-

were

inducmg

nent in

of

group
to

Psi

ready
Upskon,

was

founded less than

106

seek admission
which had been

to

eight years

before.

THE

We

are

told that in

June, 1841,

Edward D. Martin '42,
six, dispatched a letter
in the senior class at

CHAPTERS

to

In The

of the

one
a

friend

Yale, John

Amherst had been enlisted in

night
a
chapter

came

plan. In about a fort
reply, favorable to

the

Amherst,

at

and

Wkham E. Robinson, Beta '41, the
great pioneer of Psi Upsilon, writes
of the installation of the Gamma,
November 16, 1841, which he and

suggest-

ing that two or more of the petitioning group visit New Haven to discuss
the quest for Psi Upskon. Thus mat
ters

stood

the end of the

at

Edward Trask, Delta '40, conducted:

coUege

year of 1841. In the meantime, whke
new members had been added to the
its existence

embryo society,
a

was

secret. About commencement

When Edward Trask (Delta '40) and I,
1841, instituted the Amherst Chapter,
I took with me some thirteen or fifteen
badges made at Albany. Trask's mother
lived in Springfield, whence we drove to
Amherst with two of her spirited steeds,
making quite a display as we arrived at
the hotel of the quiet collegiate town.
The next day we enjoyed from the gallery
the excitement caused in the chapel, at
public exercises, by the entrance of our
new boys, the flashes of light that gleamed
from their badges being reflected by those
which flamed from our ovm. It was a
grand day for the Delta, Beta, and Gam
ma, especially for the Gamma.
in

still

time,

Charles B. Duffield '42, and Elijah
H. Wright '42, two of the original
Amherst group, were sent to New
Haven, but finding the seniors of the
Beta

vacation, returned with

on

no

answer.

Soon
to the
no

the

more

members

petitioning

were

added

October,

group. In

having been received from
Beta, Wright again journeyed

word

Haven. This time

to New

Upsilon

tent

Beta '41. Before an answer
had been received several members
of the junior and sophomore classes
at

The Psi

The ever-loyal Robinson was not con
with having added two new estates
to the Psi Upsilon domain. The next year
he heartily supported the petition of cer
tain imdergraduates at Amherst, one of
whom, Ehjah Hawley Wright, was dis
patched to Yale empowered to cooperate
with Robinson in measures preliminary
to the acquisition of a charter.

D.

Powell,

favor of the

Story of

Wklard Fiske '51, writes:

The installation ceremony was held
in the house of a Mr. Chase in the

success

crowned his efforts�he returned to

village.

Amherst

of the sixteen fathers
of the Gamma are: RosweU Lom
bard
Chapin, Waldo Hutchins,
Issachar Lefavour, Edward Duffield

bearing

an

official

The

commu

nication, dated October 7, 1841,

to

the effect that it
the Psi Upskon

of

a

chapter

ing

him

at

was

the

Society

pleasure
to

establish

Martin, Edward Duffield Neill, and

Amherst, and authoriz

to

arrangements.

make
The

the

Elijah Hawley Wright,

necessary

Theta,

names

Delta,

Sigma had been convinced
that Amherst would make fertke sok
for Psi Upsilon. And then on Novem
Beta and

ber 7, 1841, a letter was received
from Wkham E. Robinson, Beta '41,
fixing the date when the Amherst

students would be taken into the
fold of Psi Upsilon.

of the class

of 1842; Henry Webster Parker,
Frederick Alonzo Reed, Josiah Mk
ton Stearns, and Wkliam Wallace
Williams, of the class of 1843; and

John Stacy Belknap, George Augus
tus

Chase, Henry Kingman Edson,
EUsworth, John Ed-

Erastus Wolcott

wards Emerson, and Galusha Aaron
Grow, of the class of 1844.
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The

author of The

the Gamma born and
thus did the forerunners of one thou
Thus

in

Epitome

1884 described the first of all Am

Of these

who

Chapin died in 1846; Hutchins
distinguished lavs^er and politician

Fraternity.

the

chapter letter),

at

was

But,

University of Minne
sota, and afterwards president of Macales-

Glenwood,

Dr. EUsworth

Perm.

'44, spoke

in later

life of the charter members:

ing

tions.

.

.

not

organiza
position, yet
authority, the new
its

two reasons:
a

first,

a

the

faculty
permission for

out to

Chapter pointed

that it had not asked

young

tutor was

Alpha Delta Phi and
block the request, and, sec

member of

likely

to

short time before, one
Daniel Temple had been refused
permission to establish a new fra

ond, only

a

ternity. These

sufficientiy
impressed
ulty so that they agreed to give the
problem further thought.
The faculty, we are told, made no
reasons

the members of the fac

to hasten thek decision. The

strengthen the
together the new

served to

that bound

as

vacation

neared,

passed
by the
Chapter, come what might. It was
during the vacation that the official
decision was made� the new Chapter
was
to be suppressed. The Rev.
Henry NeiU of Hatfield, who had
a

The expansion program resulted in
Delta's initiating on April 7, 1838, David
S. Bogert Bennett of Amherst College, he
being then in New York "as it was con
templated to estabhsh a chapter" at his
college. His name has never been entered
on the list of the Gamma
Chapter.
Bennett's initiation was more dian three
years in advance of the estabhshment of
the Gamma Chapter at Amherst and during
that interval other Amherst graduates were
initiated.

was

secret

new

of

members, who,

the Gamma:

.

for all

humble before

ties

of Psi Upsilon we
interesting passage concern

to

Brown, aU

at

Proud

delay only

In The Branch

find this

approval

attempt

The fathers of the Gamma were demo
cratic in their ideas, and selected their
associates for literary merit and scholar
ship, rather than for dress or address.

Uving

disband the Gamma for breaking
a
coUege mle which requked faculty

College. Wright is a physician at
King's Ferry, Fla. In a recent letter he
speaks of himself as living without fra
ter

resides at

as

men are

smooth sailing for the youthful Chap
ter. The faculty soon threatened to

one

time chancellor of the

ternal companions in his vicinity, but as
always glad to hear of the successes of
our members. Professor
Henry W. Parker
has had a long term of service in the
faculty of the Massachusetts Agricultural
College; Reed, Stearns, and Emerson have
ceased in death their labors as Congrega
tional clergymen; the Rev. Dr. Williams
of Toledo, O., is a well-known Presbyterian
minister; Belknap died in 1852; Professor
George A. Chase, LL.D., of Louisville is
an eminent educator, as is also the Rev.
Mr. Edson of Grinnell, Io.; Mr. EUsworth
has gained distinction as an inventor and
writer; the Hon. Galusha A. Grow, famous
for his long career as member and speaker
of the national House of Representatives,

Gamma

fifty-one
day.

represents the twelfth district of
New York in Congress; Lefavour has spent
his life as a teacher; Martin died in 1856;
the Rev. Edward D. NeiU, D.D. (who
now

suggested

was

sand two hundred and seventy-seven
Amherst Psi U's become members
Five hundred and
of our

herst Psi U's:

is the

UPSILON

PSI

OF

resolution to stand

brother in the Gamma, Edward D.
'42, learning of the faculty de
cision, immediately told the mem
bers of Psi Upsilon and suggested a
a

NeiU

by which the youthful Chap
might be saved. IThe plan was to
call a special meeting soon after the
faU term opened and ostensibly dismeans

ter

108

THE

solve the

Chapter,

hide the

had been

(which

C

H A P T E

badges

"donned"), and
then formally petition the
faculty for
charter,

"disclaiming

any intention
infringing
regulations of the
institution." Moved by this humble
approach, the faculty appointed a
a

of

the

special

committee,

WiUiam S.

consisting

of

then Professor of
Latin and Greek, who was later to
become a member of the Gamma,
and Professor Hitchcock, to examine

Tyler,

in secrecy the

by-laws, rules, fees,
claims, and objectives of the new
Chapter.

After

a

careful

study

the

committee recommended to the entke faculty that the
Chapter be

granted a charter, provided the
membership be drawn from the
junior and senior classes only, and
that the sophomore members with
draw untk thek junior year. This
rule continued until November, 1845,
when sophomores and freshmen
were

aUowed to

join.
requkements
fraternities, the

Since these
to aU

were

to

apply
quickly agreed to meet the terms of
the faculty, and a charter was
granted. The original charter gave
liberty "to estabhsh a literary society
to be entitled the Psi
Upsilon So
ciety." Perhaps to prove to the fac
ulty that the fraternities promised
no evk. Professor William S.
Tyler
was initiated in 1846, and
thereby
became

a

Gamma

member of the Gamma
of 1830. In 1846

delegation
Long '45, wrote

to

Josiah H.
WiUiam S. Tyler:

I think it would be better for

otur col
did neither society exist there; but as
our
iniquitous brothers (Alpha Delta Phi)
remain, we must remain to cast them out.

lege

At

last, with an understanding
faculty, a suspicious but reasonable

administration,

and

an

alarmed

com-
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R

ki

petitor
Gamma

S

Alpha

Phi, the

Delta

free to devote its full
to
the
energy
bukding of Psi Up
silon at Amherst.
The history of the Gamma, now
was

approaching its hundredth mkestone,
may be divided into three separate
and distinct periods: 1845 to 1879;
1879 to 1913; and 1913 to 1941.
The disastrous fire of 1879, which
destroyed all the virkten records of
the Chapter, forces the historian to

delve into dusty college archives for
clues about the Gamma in the first

Fortunately, we have learned
something of the meeting places
during this early period, of where
the Chapter's shrine was located. In
1841 the Faculty had assigned, at a
era.

fak

rental, the southwest

room

corner

the fourth floor of South
which was not to be altered.

on

College,

This in aU

probabkity continued as
Upsilon until Janu
1848, when we note in the diary

the shrine of Psi

ary,
of Wkliam G. Hammond

'49, this

phrase:
Visited the new Psi U Hall and had a
chat with Seelye (Julius H. Seelye

long

'49).

According
new

hall

to

was

Hammond's

diary,

the

dedicated

formaUy

on

March 15 when:
The

with its tasteful furniture, was
and the members were
present in their best "bib and tucker."
Henshaw ( MarshaU Henshaw '45 ) gave us
a
good address on the standard of Psi
room

brilliantly lighted

Upsilon, Long (Josiah

H.

Long '45)

a

the choice of a profession and
poem
then speeches aU around and songs from
Peck (Henry N. Peck '49), we closed with
Auld Lang Syne, and found our way back
to college about midnight.
on

We do not know where

second

hall

of the

this, the
Gamma, was

located. But it was used until 1857
when the Convention was held with

Gamma and

block

a

It has

hall in the Sweetser

per

dergraduate
by three Psi

and rented for $200
until 1876 when the rent

increased

$300. The

to

hurled Amherst to
over

Voted to keep fire in hall foiu: days a
week for benefit of brothers who may wish
to rehearse.

was

Initiations, probably because of

Our initiations were held in the Amherst
of Free Masons so that there existed
in the minds of our freshmen a firm con
viction that Psi U was 5880 years old on
account of certain statements in the room
and the fact that the compass and the
square were the antique Egyptian equiva
lents of the Greek Psi

From

a

that the

passed

a new

quarters

in 1877 "to

hall"

were

not

gather
altogether
we

satisfactory.
The fire in 1879 has left

us

much

in the dark about the Gamma's meet

ings during

study

of the

indicates that
have

this

early era. But a
college at that time
literary exercises must

pared
speeches
was one

whke in the

crew,

Gamma

was

repre

E. Brewer '74.

by George

Upsilon

opportunities

offered

Delta Phi

and

were

established

Amherst between 1841 and 1879:
Delta Kappa Epskon in 1846, Delta

Upskon
Chi

in

1847, Chi

Phi in

1873.

Psi in

1864, and

These

societies

added much to the college, and the
report of President Seelye to his
in 1887 shows

trustees

change

that had taken

clearly
place in

the
the

attitude of the administration:
Besides other helps toward the good
works of the college, important service is
rendered by the societies and society
houses. No one now familiar with the col
lege now doubts, so far as I know, the
good sectu-ed through the Greek letter so
cieties as foimd among us.
They are cer
tainly well managed. Their houses are well
kept, and furnish pleasant and not expen
sive homes to the students
occupying them.
The rivalry among them is wholesome,
kept as it certainly seems to be, within
excessive limits.

dominant part. Pretalks, debates and impromptu

played

'71,

at

of

motion

victory

A. Barnes

in the formation of

national fraternities

Upsilon.

seek funds for

73 to 32

by
Alpha
were
open to so few undergraduates,
other secret societies naturally rose
to challenge them. The foUowing

Lodge

friends.

the

race

Since the

Psi

of 1879:

heating difficulties,
only formal meetings, entertainments
and plays were held in the early
chapter rooms. Many of the social
gatherings were in town taverns, col
lege rooms, and at the homes of

Alpha

Hyde '61,

D.

a

James

prominent

sented

the limited space, were not carried
on in this hall. The
following extiact

history

Wkliams.

Amherst's first
first

Because

U's and three

collegiate
sophomore, Hemy

minutes

of 1875 carry this note:

is from the annual

of

pohcy

Delts. At the first American inter
baseball game a Gamma

stakways,

annum

was

been the

always

the Gamma to seek the weU-rounded
man, with the result that the Chapter
has furnished more than a fak share
of campus leaders. Student, the un
newspaper, was started

officially dedicated. There
Chapter met untk the fire in
1879. According to the lease, these
quarters, which were heated by a
fireplace, consisted of the thkd story
of the Cutler building, and the use
was

the

of two
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a

.

The

.

.

increased

members

brought

competition
on

by

this

for

rapid

increase in the number of national

customary. Singing
of the principal pastimes.
were

fraternities did not,
110

as

might be

sup-
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weaken the Gamma, but
rather served to increase the im

posed,

of the Chapter, due
the intensified deske of the mem

portant standing
to

bers

keep

to

Psi

Upsilon at the top.
July 2, 1859, to
die Theta by Nathaniel MighiU '60,
summarizes the
standing of Psi Up
A letter written

silon at Amherst:
We

prospering finely, in the full
of all the charms and joys of
Psi Upsilon. Indeed the Gamma has never
seen a more cloudless
sky or basked in the
beams of a brighter sun. In the state of
her finances and the character of her men,
she stands ahead of our Amherst societies
�all of which are embarrassed by the ef
forts of obtaining new haUs. Psi U took
the lead in that movement and has emerged
free from debt and is first in devotion.
are

possession

the

first

period in the
Gamma's history, many distinguished
Psi U's trod "the halls of yore." Wk
liam S. Tyler '30, professor of Greek
During

and Latin at his Alma Mater, heads
the roU of Gamma men. Waldo

Hutchins '42, was
York pohtician and

Congress;" the

a

"notable New

representative

Rev. Edward D. Nekl

'42, Chancellor of Minnesota,
time President of Macalester

lege,

writer."

one

Col

historical

"ingenious
H.
Elijah
Wright '42,

was

in

an

prac

ticed medicine in Florida. The Rev.
W.

Parker, D.D., '43,
Henry
"pastor, professor and poet." Erastus
was

W. EUsworth

'44,

was

a

a

"vvriter of

distinction." His classmate, Galusha

'44, served in Congress from
1850-1863, and as Speaker of the

A. Grow

House of

Representatives

1861-1863.

In the late forties and in the fifties

the Gamma continued
of whom Psi Up
produce
silon is proud: Wilham S. Clark '48,

the classes
to

at

men

President of the Massachusetts State
Agricultural College; Wkliam J. Roke

A

P

T

E

R

S

'49, the Shakespearean Scholar; the
Rev. Julius H. Seelye '49, profes
sor at Amherst, beloved President of
his Alma Mater, from 1875-1877 a
member of

Congress, at one time
declined the presidency of the Uni
versity of Michigan; Lucien H. Bugbee '54, President of Alleghany Col
lege; Elijah P. Harris '55, long a
distinguished professor of chemistry
Amherst; and Ozi W. Whitaker
'55, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of
at

Nevada.
The classes in the sixties
to

brought

the halls of the Gamma�William

Cole

Esty '60, author and distin
guished professor of mathematics and
astronomy at Amherst; Marquis F.
Dickinson, Jr., '62, prominent Boston
attorney; William G. Thompson '63,
Mayor of Detroit; the Rev. Dr. Henry
M. Tenney '64, pastor, educator and
founder of the Anti-Saloon League;
and Joseph G. Houghton '65, banker
and executive. In the class of 1866
was

Herbert L.

Bridgman, newspaper
Brooklyn, member of
Executive Council of Psi Upsilon

executive in

the

from 1877

to

1924, and President

from 1883 to 1924,
one

in

years,

a

fraternity

a

period

service without

of

fortyparallel

annals. On his death in

1924, Earl D. Babst, Iota-Phi '93,
who succeeded him as President of
the Counck, said:
Herbert L. Bridgman was our best be
loved. He was without doubt known per
sonally to more generations of undergradu
ates than any other man who ever wore
the diamond of Psi Upsilon.
The initiation, sixty-four years ago, of
a tall and, we can fancy, awkward
youth
of eighteen made one of the most notable
entries in the long and honorable roU of
the Gamma. The Fratemity will always
rest imder a special obligation to the
Gamma; the Gamma has long had the
reflected glory of Brother Bridgman's mem
orable career.

of the Congregational Church;
Edmund Monroe Smith '74, long die
Professor of Roman

In the passing of Herbert L. Bridgman,
Psi Upsilon has lost its exemplar, a loyal
and devoted son who held ti^e respect, ad
miration and affection of the Psi Upsilon
family as these have rarely been given to
any member. Let us carry on in his spirit
in his

and,

things

than

ter

distinguished
Law and

revealed."

outstanding

Presby

writer.

Society

for Prevention of Crime in New

Comparative Jurispmdence

Columbia University; LeRoy W.
Hubbard '79, prominent surgeon;
and Dr. John Franklin Jameson '79,
historian, scholar and
at

words, "To greater and better
even
our
glorious past has

Charles H. Parkhurst '66,
terian Minister, crusader for
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The members of the Gamma, who
stood on a hot July Fourdi evening,
1879, on South Pleasant Street, watch
embers of the fire
the

York;

cooling
destroyed aU die physical
were not so
property of the Chapter,
the
crushed by
unexpected calamity
as
might be expected. Two years be
ing

which had

fund had been started to
provide new quarters. The Gamma
now attacked with renewed zeal the
fore

a

funds for the new
bukding. Some insurance added to
the contributions of undergraduates
and a few alumni enabled the Gamma
to make a dovsm payment of $3,500
on the Webster House, bukt ki 1821
task of

Gamma House

1879

of

Edwin A. Grosvenor '67, scholar, lin

guist, archeologist, historian, profes
sor of French
language and History
at

Amherst, President
of

Chapters

Phi

Beta

of United

for President Moore and used

Kappa,

President Humphrey. The purchase
took place in August, 1879, and soon
a letter was sent to aU Gamma alumni
seeking to "put the Gamma on a

a

founder of the National Geographical
Society; Henry Carmichael '67, noted

inventor,
doin

one

professor at Bow
John E. Kellogg

time

CoUege;

'69, editor and banker; and Water
T. Hewett '69, author. Professor

Language

and Literature

and further

and head of German

Cornell,

were

other

Department at
prominent mem

to raise

bers of the Gamma in the late sixties.

During
Chapter include:

one

untk 1913
skon

Colgate University;
Jesse

F. Forbes

Rev.

'74, prominent

at

The

time

President of Board of Trustees of
the

bukding

in the

summer

This, the first house devoted
exclusively to the Gamma, served

the Rev. Har

'71, pastor and

were

of 1880.

vey Porter '70, author, scholar, pro
fessor; the Rev. Dr. Wkliam M.
LaviTcnce

under way
funds with which to

plans

more

remodel the

the next decade the rolls

of the

by

strong ground and augment her
power of doing good."
Before the year ended, the pur
chase price of $7,000 had been paid

man

of German

raising

ture

minis-

an

Up

unfinished thkd story,
made over and used

was soon

for quarters.
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the home of Psi

building was a two-story struc

with

which

Dr.

as

Amherst.

In

this house

Noah

Gamma

Gamma

Chapter

of 1880

Delegation

of 1894

Gamma

Delegation

Gamma

Chapter

of 1896

of 1935
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A

Webster, while staying with his
who

daughter
Fowler's

married

T

Professor
his fa

son, wrote much of

dictionary. There Eugene Field
when a boy in Amherst often played.

dent group

was

mopolitan

character.

Chapter

plain

a

two-

story white washed bukding with an air
about it of past greatness and of present

even

work of

provements,

and

To be

im

remodellings,
changes, this house

of the

with these

an

old

sure

house, remained firm.

certain social customs

gave way to the new, emphasis
shkted from the scholastic to the
athletic and back again, and tradi-

served the Gamma well for three
decades and more.
Just as the thirty-four year period
from 1879 to 1913 witnessed a com
plete transformation of the physical
assets

a more cos

ma, like the foundation and frame

decay.
But with several

assuming

changes in
the character of student body, the
fundamental objectives of the Gam
But

was

S

England small town families of
Congregational background, the stu

historian, writing of this house,

House

R

New

said:
Our

E

Amherst. Then too, with an increase
in students from metropolitan cen
ters and with a decrease in boys from

mous

An

P

Chapter, so the passing
change in the attitudes

years saw a
and interests of the student. In 1879
Amherst had an enroUment of three
hundred and fifty; in 1911 of five
hundred and

thirty-two.

Evidence of

swing in student attitude may be
noted, for instance, in the vocational
the

aspkatioiis of the class of 1879, when
all but nine of the seventy-six gradu
ates chose the

professions,

as

Gamma House remodeled 1880

com

tions died

with the class of 1911, when
sixty-six of the one hundred and four

pared

through

a

of song and

compared
eight preferred business,

two

law,

lone senior selected teaching
as a career. This metamorphosis was
due in part to the growth and de
of communication and
and

one

velopment

transportation
ments which

facilities,

brought

develop

Amherst

into the world and the

more

world into

qualities

friendship,

and

a

deter

Chapter

su

preme, remained constant.
Durkig the period under consider
ation the social Ike of the Gamma,
as
portrayed in the annual histories,

with 1911 when

one�

be reborn, but

mination to make the

occupation was as foUows: ministry,
five; law, three; medicine, one; busi
ness,

to

of Psi U, the brotherly cooperation,
the honor of the Chapter, the love

business career.
graduates
The Gamma statistics echo those of
the college, for in 1880 the choice of
chose

only

all this the essential

was

fuU and

eighties

complete. In the early
highlight of the

the social

annual

Bum.

Spring
year was the
Held in the Chapter House, this gay
affak consisted of a minstrel show,
vaudevkle, songs and good food, The

U8

skits

were

loaded with gay

tom contkiued untk 1931.

the

historian,
Bum, says:

in

Spring

addition to

continued

reception

to

pew, Beta '56,

forgotten
annual

was

sence

coach

ride

spreads,

the senior coach ride

on

always

on

top,

story

presidents. In athletics
always been one of
1884

The

historian

the

period, 1879 to 1913, wknessed the groviih of a sound spkit
of understanding and cooperation
between undergraduates and alumni.
It took the fire of 1879 to lay a good
foundation for this brotherly spkit
�the alumni realized fuUy and for
This

the first time the

meaning

of the

words, "Brothers of the then and
now." It took this disaster to show

undergraduates that the bonds
Upsilon reach beyond the col
lege years, beyond the limits of the
college, and into the hearts of every
living brother near and far. In 1893
the

been

of Psi

of the way the Gamma has
worked for Amherst. The scholastic
of the

eighteen

athletics the Gamma does herseff
proud. We have the pitcher and captain of
the nine, the captains of the '85 and '86
nines, the president of the football asso
ciation and the captain of the '86 eleven.

proud
rating

responsible

In

Mountain

always

Gamma

writes :

Night after night we gathered on the
broad veranda for a song in honor of her
we love the most. Little
groups of people
stopped on the walks to listen and many a
belated farmer reined in his hvurying steed
to get a snatch of the
melody.

Fraternity

has

leadership.

1898 records:

has

the

of barter in elections. In 1882

the four class
the

Day, dances, hare and hounds, bi
cycle rides, sings. The historian in

The

period

hold many

important college offices, including

Greenfield,

to

to

the Gamma had six out of

never-to-be-

a

$135 for Alpha

the campus. Historian after
posts
historian refers to the complete ab

visiting speakers�
Chauncey M. De

event�floor

to

on

of varied types
usual. Gamma men recall the

entertainment of

prizes

this

During

Bums, fort

the

in

$555

Delta Phi.

nightly entertainment
the

Psi U's. The greatest victory
scored in 1897 when the Gamma

won

The toasts, serious and jesting, the tilt
between our two infants Bridgman and
Williams over the rum question, in which
Brother WiUiams found to his surprise that
"Bridgie" was not so much of an infant
after all, the poem, which estabhshed the
reputation of our poet tonight, all this to
say nothing of the more intellectual feast
and the more physical boxing matches
filled the night full of merriment and
jollity "tfll the stars beUs chimed in the
golden mom."

was

Phi Beta

were
was

We can weU say that though Psi U
Bums of years past had seemed jolly be
yond compare, this was the joUiest yet.

In

junior

of the Gamma; in 1896
Kappas
to
nine
four out of
gain the coveted
Phi Beta Kappa in thek junior year
were

cus

In 1881

of the

writing

In 1885 four of the

quips

about members and alumni. The
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Gamma, though not
was
usually respect

a room was

able. The historian in 1881 writes:

There

We have one and possibly two of the
first fom- scholars in die Junior Class, cer
tainly two of the first four among the
Sophomores and three men in the first
division as now formed in the Freshman
Class.

growing
uates in

114

aside for alumni

use.

many other signs of a
interest on the part of grad

the Chapter. Indeed, it was
due to the alumni that the

mainly
Chapter
debt

set

were

in

not

only

freed itself from

1894, but

purchased

for

THE

$10,000

large

a

CHAPTERS

lot to the north of

author, naval officer, naturalist, edi

the house.

tor, with

close a great
brought
in the history of the Gamma,
period
a
period that saw the Gamma su
1913

to

preme ki all fields of

college hfe,

that

brilliant record in

Spanish-

Lansing '86, prominent international
lawyer, served as Secretary of State
under President Wkson. George B.
Mallon '87, was the City Editor of

a

who not

produced
only made outstanding records in
college, but who also carried into Ike
the qualities of leadership they had
gained in Psi Upskon.

period

men

a

American and World Wars. Robert

a

the New York Sun; and Herbert C.
Emerson '89, a physician, analytical
and

consulting

chemist of note.

In the nineties,

James

S. Cobb

'92,

few of the many sons who
But
trod the Gamma's halls from 1879

President of Abercrombie and Fitch;
Frederick S. Allis '93, Secretary of

be mentioned. In the
were the Rev. Charles

Amherst Board of Trustees and of

of the most

Presbyterian

Breed '93, and Henry H. Abbott '93,
prominent New York lawyers; Dr.

Henry P. Field, Judge,
Northampton, President of

Alfred E. Stearns '94, Head Master,
Phklips Academy, Andover, Chak

a

to 1913

can

class of 1880
E.

Bronson, D.D.,

one

honored ministers of the

Church;
of

Mayor

Amherst Alumni

Association;

the

and

ette, Indiana, Chakman of Board of
Trustees of Purdue University. Fran
cis A.

Christie, leading authority

Charles

History;

on

the Rev.

H.

Dickinson, Congrega
tional Minister, author of theological
works; Arthur H. Russell, prominent
lawyer; and Price Collier, author
and novelist, were classmates in the
1881

'82,

delegation.
doctor,

a

Walter S. Ufford

was

for

nearly thirty

years the leader in social wekare in
the District of Columbia. Dr. How

ard A.

C.

of Board of Trustees of his

man

Osgood

'95, prominent orthopedic surgeon in
Boston; Frederick S. Fales '96, Presi
dent, Standard Oil Company of New
York, active in affairs of Amherst,
member of Executive Council; and
Gkbert H. Grosvenor '97, President,
National

Geographic Society

and

Editor in Chief of National Geo
graphic Magazine, author and ex
trod the Gamma's halls.
In the early years of the twentieth
century Major Thomas J. Hammond
'00, lawyer and judge in Massachu

plorer,

Eugene S. Wilson '02, law
trustee, Deerfield
industrialist,
yer,
setts;

Editor-in-

Bridgman '83,
Congregationalist. Wil
C. Atwater '84, a prominent
was

Counck; Wkliam

Alma Mater; Dr. Robert B.

Wkliam V. Stuart '80, lawyer, banker,
raflroad executive. Mayor of Lafay

American Church

Alumni

member

of

Executive

Chief of the

Academy,

liam

Counck, 1930-1937, President of the
Gamma Corporation, wore our dia

President of the
Gamma Corporation; Walter F. Wkl-

industrialist,
cox

'84,

a

was

distinguished

statistician

and Professor at Cornell. In the 1885
class were the Rev. Dr. Wkham G.

Thayer,
School,

Head Master of St. Mark's
Minister; and

an

Episcopal

Commander Edward Breck, scholar.

mond

'

badge. Joseph

'04, Chakman,

B.

Eastman

Interstate Commerce

Commission; Charles R. Blyfh '05,
banker and industrialist in San Fran
cisco; and Wilbur F. Burt '12, dkec
tor,

York,
115

Ok Co., New
Psi U's at Amherst. Paul

Socony-Vacuum
were

Annals
D. Weathers

Amherst

'15,

College;

New York
C.

accepted responsibkity for the intel
lectual and moral growth of under
classmen, and a strong spkit of co

is the Treasurer of

and Wkliam C.

Esty II, '16, head of

prominent

a

advertising

agency.

operation among delegations

John

Esty '22, Oliver B. MerriU, Jr., '25,
Eugene S. Wkson, Jr., '29, have

the

Chapter

is noted that in 1917 there

distinction in thek various

seven men

Upsilon.

Department
ing quarters

The Gamma's thkd

began in
Chapter dedi
era

1918

for

House

decades
has so well served the needs of the
Gamma. A new house had been the
dream of undergraduates as far back

Gamma had

as

nearly three

1898. The treasurer of the

had estabhshed train
on the campus, and in
use

the Chapter
barracks. The
officers in the Am

more

as

herst Battahon than any other fra
ternity. In 1919 the House was re
turned to the Gamma, and life

Chap

began

with the

anew

pledging

ter in that

strong group of twelve

a

the return of

year set aside $200 to start
fund for a new building. By the

hope

to

enjoy

thek donation.

qikckly gained
Gamma has

delegations

added thek share. Fkteen years after
the building fund had been started,

its

With

its

equihbrium.

consistently

maintained

of Amherst's out

place
standing fraternities. In scholarship
new
heights were reached in 1932

the

Chapter had collected enough
pledges from alumni and
undergraduates to complete, at a

as

one

when the Gamma stood first among
the fourteen fraternities. In campus

in cash and

of $60,000, the present house.
old physical plant gave

cost

a

In the years since the War the

the rewards of

Future

men.

of

eighteen brothers who
had been in the service, the Gamma

end of the year he had raised $100
more from
undergraduates who could
never

only

commandeered

cated the beautkul colonial brick
house which for

were

in the Gamma. The War

fields and have been active in Psi

1913. In that year the

arose.

impact of the World War on
can be reahzed when k

The

and

gained

tjPSILOM

SI

of

As the

is rich with tri

activity

the

umphs.

In 1924 the Gamma boasted

period

way to the new, it was quite natural
that the alumni should feel con

the Senior Class President, the Cap
tain of BasketbaU and Tennis, Man

cerned lest the

luxury of the new
quarters produce an unhealthy in

ager of the "Amherst Writing," Presi
dent of Scarab (the senior honorary

fluence

society)

on

modern
were

the
nus

the character of the then
So

generation.

bers,

outspoken

the fears of the alumni that

Committee. In 1929 the

undergraduates
every alum
a
on the
report
standing and

objectives of the Chapter. Stimulated
by a new and well-equipped library,

graduates
Phi Beta

pursuits

increased

to

of the under

the

point

became

that

com
Kappa keys
monplace. During the early years of
the new house the upperclassmen

mem

Captain

of

Football, Manager of BasebaU, Presi
dent of the Sphinx Club, President of
Scarab, President of the Christian
Association, President of the Interfratemity Council, Captain of

sent

the intellectual

and three of its ten

and President of the Honor

Hockey,

and three of the thirteen

members of Scarab

were

all of the

Gamma. In 1935 the President of the

Christian Association, President of
116
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the Phi Beta

Kappa, President of
Sphinx,
Manager, Manager
of the Glee Club, Captain of Golf
and Advertising Manager of Lord
Jeff were members of the Chapter.
Through the years Daniel Green
leaf Thompson '69, 1869-70, 187274; Herbert L. Bridgman '66, 1877-

have

'78.

Today, 1941,
after

of 1844, 1857, 1872, 1891, and 1913,
and in the early autumn, 1941, whke

Psi Ul thy
Ever shall

Centennial, wkl hold

glory
higher

rise:

be branded
On vaulted skies.

Thy

sixth.

of Gamma

the record

at

throughout these first hundred years,
they could only say, "well done."
May the future brothers of the
Gamma, inspired by this rich heri
tage, carry the Diamond of Psi Up
silon to even greater heights.

Fraternity's Conventions, in the years

From the pen

If the

a

founders could look

The Gamma has held five of the

a

hundred years
the Gamma main

one

foundation,
position of leadership.

tains

members of the Executive Council
of Psi Upsilon.

celebrating

come

ten

1924, and President from 1883 to
1924; Eugene Smith Wkson '02,
1930-37; and Frederick Saywood
Fales '96, since 1936, have served as

its

"Our

Mystic Home," writ
by the Rev. John D. BeU '55;
"Jubilee Song," by the Rev. Charles
H. Richardson '60; and "We
Sing of
Our Home," by
George N. Whipple

Football

men

name

George

N.

deep

Whipple

'78.

The author has taken
Psi

Upsilon

been made

written

by

freely from the History of the Gamma Chapter of
by Eugene S. Wilson, Jr., '29. Valuable suggestions have

Frederick S. Fales '96.

ZETA

CHAPTER

Dartmouth College

It

was

until the

spring

of

At

Fratemity added an
chapter. Dartmouth College

1842 that

other

not

May

our

ers

The
�Psi

letter

was

Dartmouth
the first Greek
a

chapter

there-the Zeta has had a long and
illustrious career, and is now making plans for tts Centennial in the

spring

of 1942.

at

earher
In

day

other
our

ven

broth

installed Psi

associations

1783

a

had

society

knowTi as the Social Friends had
been established. This society, which

at

Upsilon was
fratemity to place

an

Upsilon,
long existed.

instaUed.

pioneer society

of

student

N.

silon,

as

erable institutions where

Hanover,
H., had been founded
in 1770. There on May 10, 1842, the
Zeta, the sixth Chapter of Psi Up
in

Dartmouth,

10, 1842

was

literary

in its nature,

the favor of the

soon won

an infaculty
stitution furthering the education
which the young gentlemen of that
period came to Dartmouth to find.
as

Three years later, in 1786, under the
name of the United Fratemity, a
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hterary society was born. From
the beginning a sharp and bitter
rivalry, particularly in the recruiting
of members, developed between
rival

Social Friends and the United Fra
ternity, which the college tried un
successfully to quiet. In spite of the
friction which

they

caused

on

the

for
campus, these societies did much
the coUege. They developed splen
did libraries, superior even to that of

college, which came
by faculty and students

the

be used

to

ahke. The

activities of these societies consisted
in the main of
a

literary

a

weekly meeting

of

of Phi Beta

chapter
Kappa, its fourth, the Alpha of New
Hampshire, was established at Dart
mouth. Scholarship was stressed and,
quite properly, election to Phi Beta
Kappa was deemed a signal honor.
At diat time Phi Beta Kappa was
a

still rather secret and bore
resemblance to
cieties

began

a

to

a

fraternity.

greater
The

so

compete for elec

tions to this scholastic order.

Rivalry

continued and became so furious
that it was necessary for the college
actively to interfere. It was decreed
that aU members of Social Friends

Fratemity should be se
alphabetical order from
the entering class. The rivalry was
thereby allayed, but the new system
was not
popular, and interest in the
old societies diminished. They grad
ually went into a decline from which
they never recovered, and, finally, in
the early twentieth century died a
and United
lected in

natural death from "malnutrition."
Due to this

of their ovra. Word had
reached them of the signal success of
a
fratemity recently founded

ganization
young

at
a

old Union. In the spring of 1842
letter was sent to the Beta at Yale

requesting

discontent and
to a violent disagreement within the
ranks of the United Fratemity, a
group of men in the latter society

surging

seceded and decided

to

form

an or-

that

a

chapter

of Psi

Up

silon be established at Dartmouth.
The Beta, after receiving the proper
authority from the other Chapters,
Beta '40, one of
sent Horace

James,

charter members of the Yale
to initiate the Dartmouth

the

Chapter,

instaUation took place
group. The
May 10, 1842, and thus began die
Zeta's long and successful career.
The

nature.

In 1787

UPSILON
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S

record

of

the

first

meeting

states :

the various col
for hterary pur
which at the same
as a bond of social

Believing that among
lege societies estabhshed
poses; there
time served

was

none

sufficiently

further

among its members, and
that the existence of such a fratemity
calcu
among fellow students is eminently
lated to promote their present and future
union

more

it was thought desirable by
certain members of the Senior Class in this

happiness,

institution to estabhsh here

a

society which

shaU more fuUy answer this purpose. With
this end in view a correspondence was
held wtih the Yale Chapter of the Psi
Upsilon Society, in which the principles of
that fratemity were as fuUy explained as
was allowable at that stage of the business.
The communications thus received proved
so far satisfactory that it was determined
to foimd a chapter of that society in this
college. A letter was accordingly written
to the Yale Chapter, requesting them to
send a member for the purpose of initia
tion, that power having been delegated to
them at the last general convention of

chapters.
fourteen men, all
seniors of the class of 1842, became
the charter members of the Zeta:

May 10, 1842,

Tappan Akerman, George
Bradley Barrows, Lincoln Flagg
Brigham, Aaron Day, Caleb Emery,
Owen Glendour Peabody, Wilham
Gilman Perry, John SewaU Sanborn,

Amos
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John Eugene Tyler, Clement
Walker, George Walker,

CHAPTERS

Adams
Abner

the

faculty at
Sigma and the

Spicer Warner, Moses Hazen White,
John Smith Woodman.
The learned author of The
Epit

enced.

and

ome

wrote in 1884 of

Dartmouth that the
Gamma had experi

Non-members,

perhaps

piqued because of this fact,
supposed that the Fraternity was en

these fathers

in what

gaged

might be

termed sub

of the Zeta:

versive activities. In 1846 and

Nearly aU of these have risen to distinc
tion. Akerman was
attomey-general of the
United States under President Grant; Bar
rows has been
president of the Maine Sen
ate; Brigham is chief justice of the Su
perior Court of Massachusetts; Emery has
charge of the CharlestOvm High School;
Sanbom, who died in 1877, was judge of
the Canadian Court of Queen's Bench;
George Walker is now consul-general at
Paris, France; Clement A. Walker, an
eminent physician of Boston, died
April 26,
1883; Woodman died in 1871, having been
for twenty years one of Dartmouth's lead

in

ing professors; Day, Peabody, Tyler,
White

are

as

This

early

again

authorities

it is
on

interesting to note,
the books of Dart

College. Since that time,
therefore, in reality all fraternity
elections have been illegal, a fact

and

The

Dartmouth unearthed

a

few

shall see,
years ago. However,
by 1856 fraternities had established
as we

a

In the

coUege

mouth

ever

countered the

mle,

still stands

also dead.

been the subject of an envi
able pleasure to the brethren of the Theta
to watch the
growth of that htde (band)
which was formed at our fireside in 1833
and to see it extending in these directions
only upon the sea of friendship where sail
the choicest vessels with the choicest and
the most vahant crews. Having selected
the flower of the best institutions in her
native state and still having room at her
boards for others of the same high aspira
tions and the same sohd worth how nat
ural that our beloved fratemity should
direct her eyes to New England the
home of aU that is noble generous and
refined to select from her honored sons
those who should complete the halo of her
glory� The first scion from the parent stock
in that direction was
planted in the fruit
ful soil of Old, Venerable Yale�from this
a shoot soon
sprung up in the neighboring
gardens of Brovra University�again a flour
ishing branch is fixed in tiie heart of the
Old Bay State and finaUy from among
the "granite hiUs" even, time honored
Dartmouth shows a sprig which promises
to rival all.

the

No election shall be made, except by
permission of the faculty, to any society
other than Phi Beta Kappa, Social Friends,
United Fratemity, and the Theological So
ciety.

foUows:

It has

1849

frowned upon the group. In the
latter year it* was decreed that:

November 18, 1842, Alexander H.
Rice, Theta '44, wrote the new Chap
ter

a

little

firm hold
In

1843,

United

on

the Ike of Dartmouth.

the other faction of the

Fratemity� one,

it must be

remembered, had founded the Zeta

�organized Kappa Kappa Kappa, a
society that has always remained
aloof from national

affihations.

A

letter from the Zeta to the Gamma
dated
tense

the

April, 1843, speaks of the in
rivalry between the Zeta and

new

society:

We have just elected eight members
from the present sophomore class. We
have been very happy in our selection, and
are acknowledged to have chosen the best
men. We anticipated the three K's by a
day when they got wind of our proceed
ings, and immediately made their election.
They chose four of our men, but we very
much fear they were too late.

gives further informa
concerning the problems which
early confronted the Zeta:
This letter

tion

years the Zeta en
opposition from

same
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Whatever may be its (Kappa Kappa
Kappa) merits, it has answered one object
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effectually, as it has embraced many who
formerly scrupulously opposed to the
principles of secret societies, and the more
bitterly when they saw themselves ex
cluded from the Psi U., it had entirely shut
their mouths, and changed their opinions
most marveUously, so that I doubt not they
were

would

now insist that secret societies are
the most proper things in the world pro
vided always that they be members. Since
its formation we have been comparatively
urmiolested. The majority of the faculty
are favorable to our
society; and those who
may not at heart hke the principle of such
associations are silent.

The writer

perhaps optimis
concerning the silence of the objecting members of tiie faculty-in
was

tic

fact
their

they were rather
disapproval.

It is

spite

interesting

of this

to

faculty

early meetings
in the home of

vociferous in

recall that, in
opposition, the

of the Zeta
one

were

held

of the most pop

ular and best known members of
the

Dartmouth

faculty.

Professor

Sanborn, the uncle of John
bom '42. The

S. San

used

by
John
ings were
edge and cooperation of the Zeta's
warm friend. As
early as June 30,
to
the minutes, the
1842, according
room had been
engaged.
room was one

'43, but the meet
held with the full knowl

N. Putnam

a

WiUard Fiske, Psi '51, tells of this
experience in the life of the Zeta:
The fathers of the Zeta foimd an espe
cial friend and protectress in the wife of
Professor Sanbom, who, despite the fac
ulty, offered them a room for their gath
erings in her house. The high opinion
which this lady entertained for the Fra

temity was an enduring one; for, years
later, it is recorded that one of the pleas-

antest features of a convention held at
Hanover was a reception given by Profes
sor and Mrs. Sanbom.

Thus did the Zeta
real

acquke

its first

meeting place. Previously
meetings were held according to
journment, the place being

the

UPSILON

PSI

nounced by the Initiation Master.
This system did not prove satisfac
since the college might consider
this secretive method of meeting as
a
grounds for stamping out the new

tory

Chapter.
The early business of the Frater
nity was conducted, we are told, in
an
orderly fashion, and the members
were, according to the minutes, con
scientious in preparing the hterary
exercises which at Hanover

as

else

In the late

where

were so

spring

of 1843, as the Zeta comj^g gj-st year, the year's use of

pigt^jj

important.

Professor Sanborn's ex
pired. It was deemed the best for all
concerned that thereafter the Fra
the

room

at

elsewhere. A room in
the "Tontine block was tried, but
found unsatisfactory. An ideal room,
discovered in Brovra HaU, was for
meet

ternity

mally dedicated October 28, 1843,
though it had been used for weeks
before.
The Zeta, stkl in its

infancy, played
important part in placing the
Kappa at Bowdoin College. In the
an

middle of

July, 1843,

after almost

a

year of consideration, consent for
the estabhshment of the Kappa was
obtained. Since the first
which had been

sent to

apphcation
the Gamma

refused due to objections on the
part of the Theta, the second was
sent to the Zeta
through which the

was

consent

of the other

Chapters was
quickly secured. And in July, 1843,
Lincoln Flagg Brigham '42, was sent
to Brunswick to install the
Kappa.
The Zeta functioned smoothly; its
meetings were held regularly; and
the literary exercises were attended
to with
scmpulous care. Again and

ad-

again

an-

with
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the minutes

record trouble

Kappa Kappa Kappa, which

Chapter House, Dartmouth College. Built in 1908
and remodeled 1940, Hanover, New Hampshire

Zeta
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Chapter

of 1882

of 1905

Zeta

Chapter
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Chapter of
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for

some

Upsilon.

accepted

an

the

But the Zeta made

progress towards
as

the rival of Psi

was

years

CHAPTERS

steady
establishing itself

institution in Dart-

mouth life. The fact that

through

only. Kappa Kappa Kappa,
being excluded.
Psi Upsilon was coming to regard
Alpha Delta Phi as its natural rival.

hold

The
to

ously

struggling

previ

for existence

chapter,

its

be followed

twekth,

by

Delta

in

Hanover,

Kappa Epsilon

nature

of the

ing

slow but

a

most

tions.

recognized
integral part of the undergraduate Ike of the college.
By 1851 the need for an adequate
meeting place was felt by the mem
as

to

be. A

expanding hrecently acquired
brary required space. Committees
were
appointed to find more suitable
and

Hanover, situated far from the

HaU for years to come.
A forerunner of future relations
between Psi Upsilon and Alpha

changing

among the fraternities

its

quarters

in order that

the life of the members could expand
also. This was finally done, the Chap

in the autumn

agreement
concerning

out

side world, fraternities had been the
only outlet for surplus energy.
Periodically the Zeta considered

quarters, but for some reason the
Zeta continued to meet in Brown

Delta Phi appeared
of 1856 when the usual

of essays and disserta
Conversations and debates

wholly

began to appear. The hbrary
was
finally, late in 1858, disposed of.
No longer, the minutes show, were
students impressed by serious liter
ary exercises. They were still held,
but other interests were beginning
to attract the student body. Dart
mouth at this time was a growing
college and its social life was begin
ning to expand with it. Hitherto in

bers of the Zeta. It is evident that
the sixteen by thkty foot room in
Brown Hall was not the luxurious

seemed

Chapter was undergo
steady change. At

then

an

once

drastic

first the exercises had consisted al

the fraternities had achieved their

it had

a

taken. The exercises of the

step
meetings indicate that the hterary

to

full status and

quarter

Zeta,

of the

was

and Zeta Psi in 1853, and in subse
quent years by many others. By 1856
were

beginning
Upskon Con-

the students. In the Zeta

did not stop others from entering the
fold. In 1846 Alpha Delta Phi placed
a

be felt. Since the Psi

truly intercollegiate spirit
Fraternity had permeated the col
lege.
As Dartmouth grew, pohcies be
gan to change. The strictly classical
curriculum, hitherto mandatory, was
giving way to subjects which were
of more real and practical interest to

The fact that fraternities at Dart
were

fratemity

national

a

was

the

alluded to.

mouth

local

vention of 1846 held with the

Dartmouth to stay. Some members
of the faculty, however, did succeed
in 1846 the rule

of

superior prestige

over a

anti-fratemity members of the fac
ulty. By 1846 it was evident that
the Greek letter fratemity was at

passing

was

for the first time

meetings in his home for a
had
made a real impression on
year
the campus and on the die-hard

in

of freshmen

Delta Phi

the

intercession of his wife Professor
Sanborn had permitted the Chapter
to

electioneering

made. The agreement of that year
was between Psi
Upsilon and Alpha

ter

moving

Tontine

121

into

a

building

in the

set

of

on

the main street

rooms
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of Hanover. There at last the Zeta
found comfortable

quarters and

free to conduct itself
The

growth

as

it

of New

was

Zeta's most iUustrious sons. The
Rev. Wkham Jewett Tucker '61, was
of the Presbyterian
minister
a
Church, who, as President of Dart

Dartmouth, fourteen hundred and
fifty-six have trod the Zeta's halls, of
vive. The

sons

of the Zeta have

honors in every field of human
deavor.

mouth, changed

a

it from

England College

sur

to

a

a

smaU New

great

national

institution. Edward Tuck '62, finan
cial wizard, banker, was Dart
mouth's greatest single benefactor
and one of France's warmest friends.

won
en

early days of the
letter written July 5,

We learn of the
Zeta from

a

reer

rapid, until now it is the second
Chapter of the Fraternity in the size
of its alumni body. During what wiU
soon be a
century of Psi Upsilon at
fifty-six

lawyer and Govemor
Hampshire, had a long ca
'56,

of pubkc service.
The minutes of the year 1861 con
tain the signatures of two of the

pleased.

of the Zeta has been

whom six hundred and

UPSILON

Alanson Palmer '60, a well knovra
superintendent of schools in Long

1843, by WiUiam H. Willcox, Deka
'43, to the Theta:

Island, was one of the organizers of
the Teachers Mutual Benefit Associ
ation. George S. Morris '61, "able

lately received two very in
and
encouraging letters from our
teresting
Sister at Dartmouth. They have a fine spirit
there and said a Yale neutral to me not
long since, who was by no means favor
ably disposed toward the ^�Y, "Whatever
your society may be elsewhere, in Dart
mouth you have taken the very choicest
fellows in College." He spoke from actual
We have

accomplished gentleman,
good Psi U," became Profes
sor of
Modem Languages at the
University of Michigan. The Rev.

scholar,
and

Daniel C. Greene, D.D., '64, states
man-missionary, was a pioneer Con

acquaintance.

gregational missionary

to

Japan.

Particularly distinguished among
the early members, in addition to
the fathers of the Zeta, were Henry

William B. Stevens '65, author, jur
ist and banker, served as a justice of

S. Parker

Walter H. Sanborn

N.

'43,

a

the

prominent educator;
Professor of

'43,
Literature; the
Language
Hon. Harvey Jewell '44, lawyer and
legislator in Massachusetts; Gov
emor Charles H. Bell '44, of New
Hampshire; Charles A. Aiken '46,
President of Union College; James
W. Patterson '48, Senator from New

John

Putnam

and

Greek

Hampshire;

Chief

Justice

Charles

'49, of New Hampshire; and
John Ordronaux '50, distinguished
lawyer and author, long a professor
at Columbia, author of "Centennial
Doe

Ode

to

Dartmouth

"Ode to Psi

and

College"
Upsilon." Benjamin

F.

Superior

Court in Massachusetts.

'67, held

a

seat

the federal bench for

on

thkty-six
Presiding Judge of

years, finally
the United States Circuit Court of
as

Appeals. Henry R. Montekh '69, was
a
lawyer and educator; the Rt. Rev.
Isaac L. Nicholson '69, a Bishop of
the Protestant Episcopal Church.
Following the Civil War an era of
great reconstruction began. The
whole period had a shattering effect
both on students and faculty who up
to

this time had

the

isolation

an

absolute faith in

college. The
marked
the
period
beginning of the
end of the academic isolation which
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hitherto had been taken for granted.
In the faU of 1870 the Zeta

paper most appropriately
called "The Occasional." The enter
prise in the first edition was a huge
success, but was soon discontinued
a

because of lack of effort. A
year or
so
later another pubhcation
ap
peared, the "Psi U Drawer" which
was issued
by the juniors and read
at

the

the

meetings

as

diversion from

a

serious matters. For

more

years this litde paper

flourished, ultimately

to

die for

and at

A

once

$1,200

few weeks later

had been
to

joint

alumni, and

was

was

was

that we should pause
few of the many men
who trod the Zeta's halls in the sev
It is

enties and who later

committee

lawyer,
Supreme Court

gate

a

Zeta's

a

A

for

semi-permanent
to report progress.
The great activity to obtain a
home continued. A meeting October
14, 1874, voted

steps

to

tions

by

that

to

take immediate

obtain sufficient subscrip
January 1, 1878, for a house
But

to cost at least $8,000.
this active campaign the
of
spite
was not raised by that date,
money
for on January 3, 1878, we read in
die minutes, the lease on the old hall

in

was

were

'70, author,

George

nervous

C.

our

CoUege,

the
the

Coffin,
Execu

L. Dana, noted
diseases, Pro
at

Cor

one-time Presi

dent of the New York

Academy

of

Medicine; Akred R. Evans, lawyer,
judge and banker; and George F.

Stackpole, prominent educator. Fran
'73, author and editor,

cis E. Clark

the

was

on

nell Medical

the founder and head of the

Christian Endeavor Movement. His

classmate,

John

King

Aitkin '74, long
in Massachusetts.

'76, served

Kivel

'73,

School in Con

King

John A.
judicial office

necticut.

held

U.

Hiram

founded the

joint

mittee which

justice

'70,

of the

of New Mexico. The

Council; Charles

was

com

a

fessor of Nervous Diseases

was

working
undergraduate-alumni com
mittee on subscriptions went into
the matter very thoroughly, and was

as

and member of

authority

house. This committee,
in cooperation with the

as a

lawyer

tive

selected to investi
location

renown

Presiding Bishop of
Episcopal Church. In

class of 1872

new

established

the

Protestant

committee from the

suitable

gained

Rt. Rev. Ethelbert Talbot

secure

was

served

a

fortnight
a
plan for the
new
hall. Apparently the Zeta
wanted a home and not merely a
new
meeting place. A little later a
authorized to

a

in various fields. Ira A. Abbott

started

later

fitting

to mention

empowered

a

by

success.

want

pledged.

ren

the members themselves.

made to raise money for a new
house, but for some years without

committee that

a

appointed

name a

renewed, and the quarters

was

subscription

S

R

were

some

March 1, 1871, the matter of a
new hall was
brought before the

E

From time to time further efforts

of nourishment.

Chapter.

T

ovated

to have

seems

P

was

put

out

A

as

Chief

of the

Court of New

one

of the most noted h-

Superior
Hampshire. James F. McEhoy '76,
composer of the Psi Upsilon song
"Glory Be Unto Thee," was a prom
inent educator. John Cotton Dana

Justice

'78,

was

brarians in this
Foster

'79,

a

Horace K.

country;

well known

physician

in Massachusetts.

With the

eighties

the

building

of

Chapter house was not forgotten.
By that time the Zeta Association
a
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had been

formaUy organized,

1884 several
discuss

by

Chapter rooms
was
destroyed

long

composer

fire. Before the minutes of the
dated

February 9, 1887,

following cryptic

meeting

held

was

previous

account of

records,
were

in

to

Song,"

Febru

most

wealth of

the burn

Chapter

mouth;

miraculous way,
The next meeting

leading

more

quest for

especially for money,

now

become

a

crying

decision

was

lot

the prospect of see
dream long cherished reahzed.

thusiastic
The

over

purchase

of the lot

was

concrete

evidence of the activities of the As
so

long

project

seemed almost
In 1902

the

a

new

been centered

that

on

reahzation
to be true.

its

good
working plans for
was
completed and
began the hard task

too

set of

house

accepted. Then
of collecting the
been pledged.

money that had

the
ers

delegations
passed through Dartmouth and
Zeta. In the eighties among oth
were

William

E.

Barrett

'80,

from

Massachusetts
and Editor-in-Chief of the Boston

Congressman

Daily Advertiser;

Montenegro

dent Taft. Charles A. Perkins
was

as

District

County.
painter,

Attorney

Neal

L.

'90,

of New York

Hoskins

musician and

'94, a
scholar, was

Algar E. Carleton
prominent diplomat.
During these years other changes
were
taking place in the Zeta. There
began to appear in the Ike of the
Fratemity a semblance of what it
a

doctor of note;
a

be in later years. The custom
of having an annual initiation and
was

to

banquet
spirit

of

had

been

cooperation

instituted.
was

A

arising

among the Dartmouth fraternities.

In the meantime many

had

'86,

the Administration of Presi

during

'95,

sociation. The dreams of the Zeta

had for
this

to Dart

Towle '85,
Wheelock
manufacturer; Ehner F.

Minister to Greece and

made. The

Finally
belonging to the Episcopal
Church was purchased for $1,600.
Members were now becoming en
a

ing

material

shire, editor and author, served

need.

a

priceless

prominent \a.wyer,
lawyer and dkec
tor of many corporations; and Syd
en
ney E. Junkins '87, prominent
Zeta Zeta.
of
the
father
the
gineer,
George H. Moses '90, United
States Senator from New Hamp

guage Room when the matter of the
was
again discussed. The

which had

Enghsh
College, who

French '86,

John

house lot
land, and

"Stein

V.

Botsford

held in the Smith Modem Lan

Association continued its

famous

the

several of his Ahna Mater's
beautiful songs and left a

wrote

some

preserved.

of

one-time Professor of

Literature in Barnard

is

remark: "No

ary 9, 1887,
ing of the Tontine." The
on

was

Tontine

been located

meeting
the

to

impetus

however, when the

Block in which the

had

held

were

house. The real

long sought
came,

meetings

'81, Judge of the Court of General
Sessions in New York; Louis BeU
'84, consulting engineer, professor of
apphed electricity at Purdue; Rich
ard Hovey '85, one of America's and
Psi Upskon's greatest poets, the

and in

suitable location for the

a
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Warren W. Foster

An

interfraternity conference was
held each year, foreshadowing the
modern Interfraternity Council which
at the
present day governs the fra
ternities at Dartmouth. And Psi

Up

silon continued to be looked upon
as the
leading fratemity in Hanover.
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Meanwhile the

rushing system had
according to
rules that were to be observed
by
all. The "chinning" system was in
use and in 1902
"chinning" cards
been

into vogue, which for

came

a

temity

time

fairly well.
A change was made in the method
of selecting officers for the Frater
nity. No longer were there general
a

committee

E

R

S

houses�under

circum

no

a maximum of cubic
feet to be exceeded. In this way
the fraternities at Dartmouth were

stances

worked

elections. Instead

T

meals in the house. The
college also
had mles
the
size of fra
regarding

formalized

more

P

was

spared many a headache caused in
other colleges by building races. In
1908 only ten men lived in the new
house� ten men out of a chapter of
forty.

was

elected to prepare a slate of officers
which was then voted on by the
Chapter as a whole. The slate was
almost always adopted

unanimously.

From that

to

was

the

come

system which has been

present

most success

ful of

having the BuUatai select the
officers and install them at the next
formal meeting of the Chapter. The
exercises of the

literary
due to

Fraternity,

lack of interest, were dying
a natural death. The social side was
coming to the fore.
a

In 1903 it

$896

Zeta House

found that only
needed to start build

more was

ing operations. Finally,

in the

In 1929 Allan L.

spring

a

of 1908 construction started. The op
erations continued all through the
In the autumn,

Association,
$300

it

by

a

The house

style,

nities,

was

was

and

the other frater

considered

a

not allow fraternities to house
ten

men

and did not

more

permit

of $2,000

briefly

rebuilding

from time to time.
movement

R.

Association,

was

sent

to

all

alumni. At last the ten year old
dream was to be reahzed. The
money which the Zeta Association

was

than

John

Zeta

mansion.

Built to accommodate ten men, it
the most spacious on the campus.
The college, it must be noted, did

subscription

leadership
Burleigh '14, a drive for
funds was begun. The undergrad
uates pledged $1,500 to get the ball
rolling. A pamphlet, issued by the
of

home of its

of the Dutch Co

by

initial

The year 1938-39 saw the
gather speed. Under the

own.

lonial

an

had flared

year,

tation the Zeta had

re

the late Edward Tuck '62. Since

that time discussion of

then rented for

was

Priddy '15, began

drive for funds with which to

with

considerably less than
at the
present day. Thus after more
than thirty years of hope and expec
a

1908

build the house, which, owing to the
depression, had to be abandoned,
even
though the start was auspicious

though not
quite complete, the house was ready
for occupancy. Ovimed by the Zeta
summer.

of

was

and constmction started. The home
sought for two years was collected
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for occupancy in the
himn of 1940.

ready

was

whose modern twin stands

Hall,

on

the

but $11,000 and Dart
mouth Hall not much more. Thus
the first Fraternity to appear at
same

site,

cost

Dartmouth,

long
glorious century, has a home
that is worthy of the best traditions
of Psi Upsilon.
now

completing

a

and

Five memorable Conventions of

the

Fraternity

have been held with

the Zeta in the years
1873, 1893, and 1916.

1846, 1860,

have been the

outstanding

Many
Zeta

tury;
but

a

men

since the turn of the

here

it is

possible
few-Eugene F.

fessor of German

at

zine;

John

of the Zeta

ecutive Council of

During
more

Psi

our

Fratemity.

the last three decades and

Upsilon

has continued to

be the leading fraternity on the
Dartmouth Campus. The change
from a hterary society to a modem
fraternity has become more marked.

varsity

a

FoUowing
eight

Venice;"

in 1930

good

battle."

the

World

give

War,

in

members of the Zeta

gave their hves to their country,
Dartmouth greatly increased the size
of its freshman classes. The
was

In

college

prosperous condition.
the twenties the system

in

a

of

sophomore rushing was adopted by
the Interfraternity Counck, and has

a brilhant World War
the
Rev.
Dr. Donald B. Al
career;
drich '17, noted minister of the Epis

continued to the present. In the late
thirties a rule was passed by the In-

copal Church, rector of the Church of
the Ascension, New York City; Lloyd
K. Neidhnger '23, Dean of Dart

Strong

'24, Freshman Dean at his Alma
Mater; Edward J. Duffy '26, editor
and

one

A. RockefeUer

'30, President, Rocke
Inc., coordinator of

time head of the

journalist,
Department of Journalism of George
Washington University; and Nelson
feller Center,

before he

could go to Oxford
great loss
to Dartmouth and Psi Upsilon.
George Clark Coffin '72, 1873-76;
and Emmett Hay Naylor '09, 191734, 1935-38, have served on die Ex

which

Association; Francis K.

Robert C.

death

was a

the

Housekeeping Maga
Burleigh '14, President

College;

untimely

the Zeta basketball team "could

Douglas '16,

mouth

whose

"The Merchant of

Clark '01, Pro
Dartmouth and

'11, Vice-President and Business Man
R.

than K. Parker '26; Carl B. Spaeth
'29; and Robert H. Michelet '34,

The founders of the Zeta discussed

cen

to mention

Secretary of the College; Emmett
Hay Naylor '09, beloved member of
the Executive Council of Psi Upsi
lon, long its Secretary, prominent in
the paper industry; Warren C. Agry
ager of Good

the Americas.
Three Rhodes Scholars have come
from the Zeta of Psi Upsilon: Na
tween

a

beautiful edifice costing about twice
what many of the college buildings
worth back in 1842. Reed

cultural and economic relations be

au-

The rebuilt house of the Zeta is

were
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OF

terfratemity Council limiting the
size of aU chapters at Dartmouth to
fifty-five by 1941. Except by special
permission no delegation was to ex
ceed

twenty-one. The Zeta's

bership

was

mem

sixty when the
The plan, which

about

mle was passed.
has been effective, is one of the main
points of the revitahzing plan for
Dartmouth fraternities.
Recent years have seen at Dart
mouth the efforts on the
part of fra-
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ternities to revitalize themselves in

human nature, and also to promote
moral and intellectual standards.

accordance with the recommenda
tion of the committee which had
been

appointed

to

investigate

the

With this came the now standard
"big brother" system at the Zeta, by
which the Chapter seeks to orient its
sophomores to the ways of

so

cial activities of the
the

college. During
fraternity hfe
steadily until the col
decade

preceding

incoming
fraternity

had declined
lege authorities felt that fraternities
were no longer
serving thek avowed
The
purpose.
chapters at Hanover
thus

faced with

were

a

serious

hfe and at the

strug

"big
sophomores

the fraternities at Dartmouth sever
their national affihations. Others

�college

for existence. Real consideration
was
given to the idea of having all

has been

a

notable revitahzation of

the Dartmouth

fratemity�in this the
Zeta has played no small part.
The Psi Upskon Chapter at Dart
mouth at once appointed a commit
tee to
agree upon the definite objec
tives

of the

minutes of
were

Fratemity.

From the

September 22, 1937, these

stated to be:

the influence of one member
another to develop the strongest pos
sible personahties, with a knowledge of

Through

on

same

time

sophomore with an in
provide
he may take his
whom
timate to
problems. Simple and effective�the
enables the
brother"
each

gle

sug
gested that the whole fratemity sys
tem be abandoned. The
period from
1937 to 1940 has been one of trial in
which the fratemity system at Dart
mouth has had to justify itsek in the
eyes of the coUege and the student
body. This trial is stiU going on, but
much has been accomphshed. There

high

system

learn the traditions of
the house and the one cardinal rule
sohdarky shall not be sac-

rfficed

alty
the

to

the

to

is to

Fraternity�the first loy

Dartmouth, the second

to

Fraternity.

The Zeta of Psi Upsilon stands to
day, as it has for nearly one hundred
the Dartmouth
years, a leader on
in the life of to
campus. Born again
day, strengthened in the splendid
ties which bind the members of the

Chapter together by a reahzation of
its glorious past and the duties it
owes the college and Psi Upskon,
the Zeta

turns

with confidence to its

second century.
Then glory be thy portion here.
Whose pathway shines with wisdom's light.
And prouder stiU be that career
Of thought, engaged in loftiest flight;
Till in some future Pantheon,
Mankind shaU crown Psi Upsilon.

John

Ordronaux '50.

The Story of the Zeta is based largely on a history prepared by George
C. Burleigh '40. Use has also been made of a History of The Zeta Chapter
Ben Ames Williams, Jr., '38.
edited
of Psi

Upsilon

by
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LAMBDA

A letter was read from several students
of Columbia CoUege, requesting the estab
lishment of a chapter in their Institution.

A month after the Zeta had been

estabhshed 'mid the
of

Hampshke,
Upskon

of Psi

Chapter

With the Beta,
Zeta

Sigma,

firmly planted

hills"

"granite

seventh

the

New

This

born.

was

England,

scene

lege,

which had been founded in

1754,

in New York

College,

was soon

City,

as

of the famous Lambda of Psi

a
meeting held at Columbia CoUege,
the vmdersigned desirous of organiz
ing ourselves as a chapter of the Psi Upsi
lon Society, respectfuUy offer ourselves as
members of the same and solicit from the
Chapter of said Society connected with
the N. Y. University information as to the

At

seat

Up

necessary

silon.
In the archives is

a

copy of

a

written

T.

letter

Everett

Kemochan, W. H. Parmly,
Smith, G. P. Quackenbos.

May 17, 1842,

the scattering of your members
through kindred institutions a fair oppor
tunity is afforded for the founding of
branches, we wiU heartily acquiesce in any
measure
proposed by yotur Chapter for the
spreading of the fratemity, in order that
they may be located in every respectable
college in which an opening is afforded.
Columbia CoUege has been suggested by
many of our members, your views will be
more
acceptable to us, on account of your
proximity, and also from the fact that some
of yoiu' members are now located there.

Van Vorst may have alluded to Wil
ham NicoU '40, and Edward D. Nel
son '41, who had been initiated
by
m

tively. John

1837 and 1838 respec
Irwin, Delta '94, is

V.

uncertain whether NicoU and Nelson

when initiated

were

students

at New

Columbia.

University
Probably the latter assumption is cor
rect. The
Fraternity carries thek
or

at

on the roUs of the Lambda.
The minutes of a
meeting of the

names

Delta, May 16, 1842, record:

a

letter

Watson M.

was

viTritten

Clarkson N. Potter, Theta '42,
then a senior at Old Union, by Wil
to

In

York

Buckley,

C.

Roberts, Robert
Sym, WiUiam McCune, W.

O.

S.

'39:

die Deka

introductory steps� Signed� T.

Jaffray, John

the

February 1, 1839,
Delta by Hooper C. Van Vorst, Theta
to

May

we

King's

become the

to

Delta,

stiU in the

is dated

12, 1842:

returned to the state of our
Fraternity's nativity. Columbia Col

the

original petition,

archives of the

Gamma and

in New

1842

June 20,

Columbia University

liam H. Wklcox, Deka '43, George
H. Moore, Delta '42,. and Cornelius
Earle, Delta '45, the committee ap

pointed

to

attend to the Columbia

petition:
These

the flower of their Insti
would honor our Soci
ety. Nearly all of them are personally and
intimately knovra to one or more members
of our Chapter, and
they are spoken of as
men of the
highest moral worth, of fine
talents, and of warm hearts. We regard
their request most favorably, and cannot
but hope that our feUow
chapters will
do the same. The Institution,
you know,
is one of the oldest in the
country, and
was the Ahna Mater of
many of our rev
olutionary worthies. The Estabhshment of
a
chapter of our Fratemity in such an In
stitution, a chapter too composed of such
men, we should hail as a bright omen of
the increasing
prosperity of our Brother
hood. They feel aU alflce on the
subject,
and are anxious to have the matter con
summated as soon as
Please
possible.
answer
by retum of maU, informing us
men

are

tution and such

as

.
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Chapter House,

Columbia

627 West 115th

Street,

University. Built
City

New York

in 1901
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Chapter

of 1893
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what probably wiU be the vote on the sub
ject when it shall have been before you
the Constitutional
period.

The Delta

at once

1842, die Delta resolved:

on

Wkham Taylor, Theta '38, and
Comehus Earle, Delta '45, the most
active member of the committee
ap-

pomted by the Delta, are credited m
our
Fratemity annals as being the

founders of the Lambda.
The next meeting of the Delta
was held on
June 20, 1842. The Co
lumbia petitioners were
and

introducing

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

gotten.

present

And the words

mitiated mto Psi Upsilon. Wk
ham Clkt, Delta '41, was m
charge
of the ceremonies.
were

Clkt, Delta '41,

spoken by

are

the archives of his

How appropriate that we should
leam of die Lambda installation from
the pen of WiUiam
Theta '38,

Select such

men

as

WiUiam

stkl recorded in

Chapter:
you wiU be

proud

your personal friends
acknowledge
in any company, vmder any circvimstances.
Never yield yourselves up to the delusive
idea that there is strengm in mmibers. It
is a fatal weakness in select societies and
nothing will sooner bring ruin upon your
Chapter than hasty and numerous elec
If your elections are numerous
tions.
to

Taylor,
splendid member of our Frater
nity so largely responsible for the
metropolitan Chapters. One June 21,
1842, the day after the Lambda had
been bom, he wTOte to
Hooper C.
that

as

for

night

mysteries of the society.

.

May 30,

That the members of Columbia, about
form a chapter there, be initiated at
our next
meeting, if practical.

'39,

S

.

to

Van Vorst, Theta

R

them
The
place of convocation was at the house of
one of the brethren
The meeting con
sisted of some forty-two brethren including
the seven new ones from Columbia Col
lege. In addition to the acting members of
the New York branch and several gradu
ates of the same, there was French, Mc
Lean, Blackman and your servant of dear
Old Union�Robinson and Lawrence of
Yale and Hutchins of Amherst.
The president was seated between the
windows opposite the folding doors, on the
right and left members of other branches
recognized as delegates from the same.
When all was ready, the doors being
opened the novitiates were led into the
assembly and that Constitution dear to
evety Psi Upsilon having been read was
responded to by their warm honest and
hearty approval when the right hand of
feUowship was given by the president the
members foUowing in the "great circle"�
The hearty, student-like grip (for who
gives his heart in his hand like a student)
which I received brought back to my mind
the days past but never, never to be for

have been

quickly secured, because,

E

should be the

favored the in

consent seems to

T

into the

stallation of another
metropolitan
Chapter of our haUowed order. Whke
some of the
Chapters urged caution,
as wiU soon be evident, thek unani
mous

P

as

...

the

society wiU

and
desirable.

thing

follows:

soon

membership

become a common
therein wiU be un

I will

giye you a faint, believe me a
vety faint and imperfect sketch of the
ceremonies of last night when a new and
bright link was added to that golden chain
which binds a few but as true-hearted
souls as were ever joined together. It
might be weU to state in the outset that
the tone of the letter rec'd from Yale and
Union made the branch in the University
exercise renewed care and it was not imtil
a
vety protracted debate that a final de
cision was made on Saturday evening that
the application be granted.
It was decided mat Monday evening

On that memorable

night Robert
Wkliam
Seymour Kemochan,
Jaffray,
Wheelock Hendee Parmly, Oliver
Everett Roberts, John Sym, of the
class of 1842, and Thomas Charles
Taylor Buckley, Wkliam McCune,
and

George Payne Quackenbos,

of

the class of 1843, became the charter
members of the Lambda, which
through its long and glorious career

129

has

seen

nine hundred and

Psi U's pass

eight

Today

eight

Lambda

Albert P.

eighty-

its classic

through

five hundred and

halls.

men

survive.

Jacobs,

Phi '73,

thkty-

spoke

in

1884 of the fathers of the Lambda:

highest scholar
and Quackenbos
their class. The
last named, whose death the Fraternity now
mourns, became widely knov(Ti through his
educational works. Jaffray is a banker in
Wall Street. Kemochan, a lawyer by pro
fession, resides in Paris, France. The Rev.
Dr. Parmly is pastor of the First Baptist
Church in Jersey City. Roberts resides in
New York City. Sym died in early Iffe,
greatly lamented by his chapter. Buckley,
at the time of his death, ten years ago,
was a
lawyer of high repute in the metrop
olis. McCune, who in his youth gave evi
dence of great literary genius, has with
drawn from public attention.
All

were

of the

men

ship; Buckley, McCune,
being the honor-men of

John Sym '42, most active in fur
thering the Lambda petition, died
three years after the installation. His
great vktues were commemorated by
a

tablet which the Lambda

in the vestibule of the
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placed
College, and

which for many years has been in
the

and this
vety cautious
the
chapter smaU
keep
though it may
in nmnbers, will preserve it sound to the
that founded
core. They were noble spirits
the chapter and should tiiey transmit their
mantle to those who come after them, we
have no fear but that its course wiU be
its ex
bright and glorious as the dawn of
istence was dark and dubious. They are
the 7th star in our literary Pleiadeslustre
brightly shines the Lambda in the
hour. Should there ever be
of her
Her members

moming

a

lost Pleiad from

Heaven

ond

Upskon
fraternity

with the Delta which
were to continue untk the eve of the
Civil War. For years almost every
meeting was held at a different place.
The Mercer House, Constitution HaU
are mentioned.
May 2, 1846, the
of

meetings

Lambda took "the front parlor on
the second floor of the house No.
417 Houston St. for the term of one

year," at a yearly rent of $120. The
next change, noted in the minutes
of June, 1848, was the home of
"Brother Hubbs," apparendy Isaac

place

a

sec

chapter

in

Columbia's haUowed haUs. In 1836
the fourth chapter of Alpha Delta
Phi had been instaUed. Our Frater
nity was to be foUowed in 1842 by
Delta Phi, m 1847 by Deka Psi, and
in 1874

by

Delta

Hubbs, Delta '40, where the
were

in

held until
1850

the

Lambda moved from

thus became the
to

meeting of the new Chap

"the school room. No. 163 Greene St.
at TA o'clock." On January 10, 1844,
was held at "The Rainbow," in How
ard Street, the first of the long line

ings
Again

Psi

group (which may

held, the minutes of the
Lambda record, June 21, 1842, in

G.

authorities.

our

it wiU not be her.

was

the group, because of its scholastic
superiority, found favor with the col

lege

forbid)

The first
ter

Chapter House.
new
Chapter did not have to
face a faculty opposition such as
confronted the Sigma, Gamma and
Zeta in thek early years� instead
The

are

ever

Kappa Epskon.

October 22, 1842, Wkliam Clkt,
Delta '41, vkorote the Theta concern
ing the new metropohtan Chapter:

June,

meet

1849.

shrine of the

place

to

place

�Florence's Hotel; the "Chrystal,"
Grand Street; Constitution Hall; Stebbin's Store, Barclay Street; Bowery
Hotel.
Of the

early meetings

Reynold '43,

Dr. Charles

vwrote:

Our meetings were almost pvu'ely hter
ary, and I look upon them as being ex
tremely beneficial to us all. Some of the
papers read on those occasions were ex

ceedingly creditable; not a few were pub
hshed in the Anglo-American, to which
130
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journal at least two of om:
time regularly contributed.
A worth-while

CHAPTERS

nmnber at that

fraternity chapter

must reflect all that is best in the

Ike of the institution at which it is lo
cated. That institutional life changes
from year to year in every American
college and university. Usually the

process is

and the

gradual,

change

from

generation to generation is not
very great. To relate the annals of
the Lambda of Psi Upsilon, however,
reckon with the fact that,

must

one

since the installation of the
ter in

1842,
lumbia, has

its academic

Chap

changed beyond

period

There have been within the
at least three, and
perhaps

result the

same

as

a

number of different

Lambdas.
The

Chapter

Columbia

was

known at

aU,

was

founded when

known, where
as

a

it

was

local Episcopal
better able than

which was
the average to pay for good scholars
upon its faculty and, thereby, attract
the sons of "old New Yorkers" to its
classrooms. It had no dormitories

college

and

no call for them, as all the stu
dents lived at home. The students
were not all
wealthy, for the college
had a number of scholarships, most

of them open to candidates for the

Episcopal ministry.
The early Psi U delegations

con

tributed thek full share of leaders to
the Ike of the

'42;

city.

To the bar the

of her most ksons�William S. Kemochan
Thomas C. T. Buckley '43; Fred

Lambda
lustrious

sent

some

'50, head of the
firm of Coudert Brothers, active in
kitemational affaks, particularly in
eric Rene Coudert

those

dealing

relations,

at

with South American

one

time the

legal

great laviyers of his day, a generous
benefactor; and Frederick W. Hinrichs '74, who had a brkliant career
as a

lawyer

and civic worker. To the

ministry the Lambda sent many out
standing men, including Wheelock

Parmly '42; Charles Reynolds '43,
"noted divine;" Morgan Dix '48;
the Rt. Rev. George F. Seymour '50,
first Protestant Episcopal Bishop of
H.

a

Springfield, Illinois;
John
Hodges '50; James De
Koven '51, prominent clergyman,
long President of Racine College;
the Rt. Rev. John Henry Hobart
Brown '52, first Protestant Episcopal
Bishop of the Diocese of Fond du
S. B.

rec

ognition.

four, different Columbias, and

ment, a distinguished trustee of his
Alma Mater; Julien T. Davies '66;
Lewis Cass Ledyard '71, one of the

the Diocese of

home, Co
aU

resentative of the French Govern

Lac; and Marvin R. Vincent '54. To
the field of

banking,

131

among

Brown '59.

the Lambda

Henry

others, John
M.

DeForest

'72,

an

C.

Congdon '54,
specializing

architect of note,
in church architecture;
was an

Lockwood

artist of interna

tional repute. To the Columbia fac
ulty the Lambda gave George P.

Quackenbos '43. William Henry
Draper '51, a prominent physician,
a
was
distinguished professor of
clinical medicine. One, whose ad
dress curiously enough was lost for
thkty years, toward the end of his
Ike became one of the most generous
benefactors of Columbia� Horace W.
Carpentier '48. Benjamin B. Odell
'77, who attended Columbia toward
end of the first period, was
Governor of New York.
At that time and continuing on

the

to the

rep

engineering

contributed Wkliam A. Hooker '66;
and Frederick R. Hutton '73; to

present,

an

honorable propor-

tion of Lambda

became tmstees
of thek Alma Mater. Among the

early

men

Psi U trustees

Carpentier '48;

were

Wkliam

Horace W.
Dra

Henry

per '51; Frederic Rene Coudert '50;
Lennox Smith '65; John B. Pine '77,
and

lawyer

the

of

clerk
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board,

founder and first editor of the Co
lumbia University Quarterly, histo
rian of Alma Mater. Since 1891 the
Secretary of the Trustees has been a
Lambda man, John B. Pine '77, hold
that

ing
post from 1891 to 1922, m
the later year being succeeded by

Hartley Dodge '03.
early days
contributed generously to our beau
tkul songs. Phkip W. Holmts '57,
MarceUus

The Lambda of the

Columbia Ike. Untk 1883 the
Law School classes were held down
into

town at

the

and Great
the School

corner

of

Lafayette Place
and when

Jones Street,

joined

the other

of

parts

the institution at 49th Street and

Madison Avenue in 1883, it brought
Psi Upsilon members in numbers
from other Chapters, many of whom

aflBliated themselves with the Lamb
da.
ran from,
say,
The students from
whom the Lambda drew for mem
bers were measurably less aristo
cratic, more cosmopolitan, and per

This second

1875 to

period

1900.

composed "Come Psi U's, Hearken!"
Wkliam H. Boughton '58, "The Col
lege Chorus," "The Regular Toasts;"
RosweU Weston, Jr., '58, "The Mystic

haps contained a higher proportion
of reaUy able men. Of the graduates
of the Chapter who took thek place
on the Columbia faculty, President
Nicholas Murray Butler '82, is, of
course, the outstanding example.

Tie;" and George P. Smidi '66, "Fra

President of his Ahna Mater since

ternity Song."

1902,

The

high.

twice

are

of the Lamba

scholarship

"The honormen of the
as numerous as

was

Chapter
of aU

those

the other societies combmed."
In

the

change.
tion

seventies

there

came

a

The income of the kistitu-

was

increased

greatiy

as

the

value of its real estate holdings went
up. The growth of the city created
a

demand for

university

services.

vdnner in 1931 of

one

hak of

the Nobel
Prize, President
since 1925 of the Carnegie Endow
ment for International Peace, author,
statesman, the recipient of numerous
honors at home and abroad. Presi
dent Butier is a great citizen, an
outstanding member of Psi Upskon.
Peace

John

'72, professor of

K. Rees

tronomy; Frederick

professor

R. Hutton

of mechanical

as

'73,

engineering;

'82, professor of

Meanwhke, the social habits of the

Francis B. Crocker

old New Yorkers

electrical engineering; Arthur L.
Walker '83, professor of metallurgy;
Abraham V. W. Jackson '83, profes

in
to

changed,

and

boys

increasing numbers were sent away
school. Thek

were

taken

by

Yorkers,
the suburbs,

more

places

the

sons

at

Columbia

of

new

New

and more of them from

as

transportation

facki-

sor

of Indo-Iranian

other Lambda
and teachers

Languages;

men

who

graced

the

as

were

scholars

faculty

of

improved. The establish
ment of the School of Mines, 1854,

Alma Mater. Frederick P. Keppel
'98, President since 1923 of the Car

and later of the School of Architec
ture attracted ambitious
boys from a

negie Corporation,

distance and introduced

Thkd Assistant

ties

were

a new

note

1918
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1918-1919, Dkector of Foreign Oper
ations of the American Red Cross,
1919-1920, a member of our Execu
tive Counck, 1911-1918, he is one of
members

the

outstanding
Upskon.

this second

During

era

gave to die world many

of

renown.

William

Sculpture is represented by
Ordway Partridge '85, sculp

masterpieces, de
signer of our Founders' Tablet; paint
ing by Clark G. Voorhees '93. Henry

Psi

the Lamba

tor

of

H.

Flagler '94,

numerous

Cortiandt F.

City.

a

distinguished

music in the life of the

patron of

distinguished

is

Bishop '91,

Presi

Comell '77,
engineers� George
identified for fifty years with the
construction of raihoads and with
the valuation of public utkities
throughout the world; Thomas B.

dent of the American Art Galleries,
during the twenties purchased the
Anderson GaUeries. Jacob B. SmuU

'81, mining and mechanical
engineer and manufacturer; Francis
B. Crocker '82, founder and head of

active in the formation of the Port
nent in

the School of Electrical Engineering
at Columbia, one of the world's fore
most electrical engineers; AUen N.

of the out
standing men in the field of real
estate and banking, active in the af

B.

'96,

Stearns

Spooner '86,

of Herbert L.

was

initiated

by John

Kendrick

by

represented

tecture Edward P.

Casey '86, designer

of many famous bukdkigs including
the New York State monuments on
die battiefields of Antietam and Get

O'Connor '81; Edward P.
'93, initiated by the Delta;

J.

Bossange
Benjamin W. Morris '94,
ated by the Beta Beta, have
and

was one

Upskon.

men

York; Frederic

son

of his

Rene Coudert

distinguished father,

international lawyer of renovm, legal
adviser to the British Embassy 1915-

1920, the recipient of many honors,
member of the American Olympic
Committee, trustee of his Alma

Mater; Harvey R. Kkigsley '93, judge
and legislator in Vermont; Paul Arm-

itage '94, prominent

New York law

yer; Archibald Douglas '94, one of
the Lambda's most beloved, lawyer
of note, Ike trustee of Columbia,
member of the Executive Counck
of Psi Upskon 1926-1937, President
from 1933 to 1937, long active in
phkanthropic work; Edwin P. Shattijck '99, member from 1908 to 1911

tysburg, Washkigton's Grant monu
ment, and the Congressional Library;
Michael

'90,

Bangs '83, author,

humorist and lecturer, one-time Pres
ident of the Halsted School; Frank
D. Sherman '84, author and profes
sor of
Graphics; Guy W. Carryl '95,
whose "When the Great Gray Ships
Come In," was the best of the Span
ish war poems. In the field of archi

'81,

Succeeding the lawyers of the first
period were Wkliam S. Andrews '82,
Judge of the Court of Appeals of
New

are

Autiiority, was promi
banking world. WiUiam

of affaks include bankers
and brokers such as John A. Barnard
'92, and Andrew V. Stout '93.
Other

the Beta.
Letters and arts

the

faks of Columbia and Psi

the

City,
nephew
Bridgman, Gamma

'93, who

outstanding business man
James BroviTi '83,

C. Demofest

'66; Charles Piez '89, Chairman of
the Workmen's Compensation Com
mission of lUkiois; and Samuel C.
Thomson

an

of New York

former Commissioner of

Docks in New York

is

and civic leader.

miti
won

of the Counck of our Fraternity;
and John Godfrey Saxe '00, Attorney
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of the

University,

member of the

a

the

field

medicine

of

were

Vosburgh '90, physician;
R.
Satterlee
'94, an authority
George
on
gastro-intestinal disorders; and J.
Bentley Squier '94, surgeon.
Horatio S. Krans '94, is known to
rector

college

men as

of the American

Union in Paris

during

after

of 1940.
a career

Henry
at the

University

and

days

Oliver S.

in

with out

tracted

the Lambda's socalled second era, the meeting places
continued to change. As recorded by
William H. Wetmore '84, always a
of the

Lambda,
October, 1876, the meeting place
was 15 East 21st Street; in the
spring
of 1882, 18 West 23rd Street; in
November, 1885, 103 West 42nd
Street; in May, 1886, the Chapter
in

took the thkd and fourth floors of
a house on 48th Street between Fkth
and Sixth Avenues. From the
spring
of 1888 to 1895, 39th Street between
Fkth and Sixth Avenues served as
the home of the Lambda. Then came

house "in the
side Heights."
H.

vicinity

of

era

in the Lamb

own

house with

rooms

chapters

of others fraternities

Columbia� too many, as experi
proved� and the place of the
fraternities in the life of the institu
ence

accentuated.
Though the social tendencies aheady
outlined were still operating, the
tion

perhaps unique
Fraternity.
Throughout this,

a

thkd

on

in

to

in the annals of the

loyal

its

for its members. The situation at

CampbeU '91. The
Mapes brothers is

son

to

time had its

record of the five

and devoted

removed

history.
University in

standing leaders in athletics, includ
ing one intercollegiate tennis cham
pion,

University

da's

of all-around

energetic chapter rolls,

1901 to 627 West

m

Columbia became a
the true sense of the
term and more and more a residence
institution. The Lambda for the first

bar, has become

his benefactions to the Lambda.

the

Chapter

augurated the

'93,

authority on ships and ship models.
Justus A. B. Cowles '83, a weU known

were

near

moved

1857,

an

These

91st Street untk the

Avenue

present location
Morningside Heights. Thus, was

the World

manufacturer, has been generous

took

on

from 49th Street and Madison Ave
nue, where it had been situated since

the Di

B. Culver

house

115th Street.
In 1897, the

War and thereafter untk the Blitz

krieg

Chapter

115th Street just off
Eighth Avenue, which was aban
doned ki 1900, and the meetings
were held over a saloon on Ninth
a

Arthur S.

hundreds of

ki 1899 the

Lambda,

Executive Counck from 1908 to 1911,
inheritor of a long Psi U lineage.
In

UPSILON

PSI

OF

Morning-

According to James
Heroy '02, long a friend of the

became

strongly

Lambda rolls continued to
a

R.

share of the old

display

names� Frederic

Coudert, Jr., '18, whose father and
have

already been men
tioned,
distinguished State
M.
Senator; Henry
Bangs '06, former
grandfather

now

a

President of the Lambda Associa

tion; Francis N.

Bangs '10, lawyer,

and since

a

1937

member of the

Executive

Council; Ray N. Spooner
'15, prominent engineer, formerly
President of the Lambda Associa
tion; and Wkliam J. Demorest '11,
well known real estate executive.

This
of

period

too

distinguished

produced its quota

alumni�men of af

faks like Arthur A. Fowler '99, prom
inent merchant; Howard
Bayne '01,
well known banker; Charles A. Dana
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'02, lawyer; Edward J. Bermingham,
II, '09, successful stock broker and

dent of William A. White, former
Chakman of the New York Real

a

Board; Edgar L. Newhouse,
'11,
executive, American Smelt
Jr.,
and
ing
Refining Co.; Wkham Ziegler '14, phkanthropist and sportsman;
Robert W. Milbank '14, prominent

materially

distinguished

Bangs

University
Bangs '10,
of

in

building

of

cases.

of

both in the

Shattuck,

the

in

and Davis; G. Forrest Butter-

university

College.

lawyer;

not

'13, prominent corporation
Theodore M. Tonnele '13,
well knowTi in the field of patent
law; Albert C. Rothwell '14, very
active in Columbia affaks; Frederick
Rene Coudert, Jr., '18, member of
Coudert Brothers; and Walter S.
Robinson '19, prominent member of
the New York bar, devoted member

the

but

renown

doctors like G. Alfred Lawrence '07;
and Irving H. Pardee '12; engineers
such as Ray N. Spooner '15, who has

rapidly,

whole and

Men

were

in
a

only by
by the opportunities
in New York

increasing
new

City.

for self
Students

numbers and

provided

membership roll. As might
be expected, most of these came
from Canada�Ronald M. Craigmyle
'20; Chrystie L. Douglas '23; and F.
Lambda

David Anderson '30; others from be
low the Rio Grande�the Alzamoras,

Isaac, Jr., '18, and Luis '20, and Vic
tor M.

Morales '30;

-William

some

from abroad

constructed many of the

largest piers

in New

those which

HoUand.

York, including

came

and valuable element in the

Galbally, Jr., '30,
England; J. H. Huizinga '30,

dock the Normandie and Queen
Mary, and much of tiie East Side

at

parts of the country,
the academic offerings,

support

are

of persons who have won
in other fields. There are

as a

from outside the United States

Upskon.

names

Chapter

undergraduate department,

Columbia

tracted from all

On the rolls of the Lambda

the

Numbers increased

worth

of Psi

a

be regarded as a fourth chapter in
the annals of the Lambda, though
the changes from the thkd period
are less
sharp than in the two earlier

one-time Dean of

the

was

prominent in the affaks of the Fra
ternity.
The post-war period may properly

army records, as, for example, Harold
Fowler '08, former Deputy Police
Commissioner, New York.
The Lambda continued its tradi
tion at the bar with men such as�

Missouri; Francis N.
the New York firm

Secre

House, 627 West 115th Sfareet.
James H. Heroy '02, Harold Payson '05, Charles S. Barton '16, Ward
R. Clark '16, and Edward H. Shea
'16, among many others, have been

Lambda Association. Many Lambda
men of this
period had

at

business.

now

generous bene
factor of the Lambda and aided

University,

and Thornton A. W. DeleNew York newspaper man;
Richard M. Ross '20, President of the

'07,

1907, and

of the Trustees of Columbia

tary

importer;
hanty '16,

L. Parks

in the world of

high place

Trustee since

Estate

the Law School

'18;

architects such as Henry M. Polhemus '12; Arthur C. Holden '15.
Marcellus H. Dodge '03, who holds

generous contributor to the Lambda;
WiUiam J. Demorest '11, Vice-Presi

James

H. Fezandie

Highway; Eugene

from

from

of this last generation have added to the laurels of
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I

con-

37, President from 1933-37; and
Francis N. Bangs '10, skice 1937.

tinues-Gerald B.

Brophy '24, weU
known in aviation law; John T. Cahkl

It is not in any way a criticism of
the Lambda of Psi Upskon or of die

Unked States Attomey
for die Southern District of New
York; WiUiam Caverly '24; Alfred
McCormack '25, partner of one of

Columbia chapters of other fraternkies of national reputation to say
that durkig the post-war years and
within the past decade

particularly

thek

predecessors

at

Columbia. At

the bar the Lambda tradition

'24,

recent

largest firms; John G.
'25, prominent Kansas City

New York's

Madden

attorney; Harold F. McGuke '27,
weU known lawyer in Washington,
D.C.; Silas M. R. Giddings '30, who
carries on the tradition of his dis

tinguished

father and former

ber of

Counck, George

our

dings '92;

to

name

but

a

mem

W. Gid

few among

many. Samuel McKee, Jr. '26, is
member of the faculty of his Alma
Mater. F. David Anderson '30, a
a

special
dent in

New York Times correspon
London, has handled war

features.

gained

Victor

renown

Morales

'30, has

in the field of archi

Cuba. Of later years, Eduard Baruch '30, and Bernard P.
Ireland '31, have been particularly
active in the affaks of the Lambda.

tecture in

Five Conventions of Psi

Upsilon,

recorded elsewhere in detail, have
been held with the Lambda� in the
years 1849, 1859, 1874, 1892, and
1912.
No

Chapter

has been

more

in the Executive Counck of

active

our

Fra

on which nine members of
Lambda have served�Robert
Lenox BeUoiap '69, 1869-72; Fred

ternity,
the

the fratemities have
tively less important

fraternity

other campus

potential,
gredients

chapter member
ship, as are men outstanding in
scholarship, but chapter success is
becoming measured more and more
in terms of a congenial group of
men who understand and appreciate
the possibkities of fraternity Ike and
associations in a metropolitan uni
versity.
The inevitable contrast between
the conditions of student life at Ox
ford and Cambridge on the one

London and Edinburgh
the other has long
been recognized in the United
States, but we have been slower in
recognizing the corresponding differ
ences at home between student Ike

hand, and

Gambier or Bmnsvidck or Clinton,
and in New York or Chicago. On
neither side of the Adantic is it a
of better

question
a

or

worse,

it is

matter of differences. Fra

WeUkigs Giddings '92, 1901-1908;
'99, 1908-1911;
'00, 1908-1911;
Frederick Paul Keppel '98, 19111918; Archibald Douglas '94, 1926-

on

at

nize these

Saxe

at

universities

ternity

John Godfrey

personalities, actual or
always welcome m-

in the

the second President; Francis Sedwick Bangs '78, 1883-1900; George
Edwki Paul Shattuck

rela

are as

rather

Augustus

Brown

part

a

in the hfe

of the institution, and conversely
prominence on the campus has be
come less important as a factor in
membership. Athletes and

'72, 1871-77,

eric

played

men

the student

have been slower than

body

at

large

to

recog

differences, but within the
past ten years the history of fra
ternity chapters at Columbia has

been

one

of

adjustment

ties of the situation.
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problems

the

the

CHAPTERS

of

of the

depression,
capacity
chapters to face the problems of
membership in a metropolitan uni
versity has served as a test of vitality.
Whke the Lambda has stood the
test, as its present membership dem
onstrates, not a few chapters have
gone out of existence. It is hard for
older Lambda man to realize, for
example, that the traditional friendly
rivalry with Delta Kappa Epskon is
no
longer possible for his successors.
The going has been none too easy
for the surviving chapters, but no
one famkiar with the stream of able
and ambitious young men of good
character and background who are
drawn each year to Columbia can
fak to realize the long-time possian

to carry on the finis.
which
lack but a single
traditions
year of being a century old. And
as this is
written, the

dijBBculties, and

being

though,

115th Street, which so
long has served as the home of the
Lambda, is closed, and the Chapter,
old house

on

changes and conditions
University and in the world at

because of
in the

large, is about to take up its home in
a
dormitory of Ahna Mater, possibly
to be followed by other groups, we
confident that in its future the
fine traditions of the Lambda wkl
be maintained. The Lambda of Psi
Upskon, bright jewel in die crovra
are

of Psi

Upskon,

"wiU

never

sparkle

less."
tie that binds
in
hearts
one.
loving
And joins us in the happy band
Of fair Psi Upsilon.

There is

a

mystic

Our

bihties.

present membership of the
Lambda is the spkit to overcome
In the

RosweU Weston, Jr., '58.

Helpful material has been received from Frederick P. Keppel '98, Ray
N. Spooner '15, Eduard Baruch '30, and Bernard P. Ireland '31.

KAPPA

CHAPTER

July 26,

BowDOiN College
Not untk die

summer

of 1843,

tiian a year after die Lambda
had been mstaUed, was the next
Chapter of our Fraternity established,
Bowdoin CoUege, Brunswick, Maine,
had been founded in 1802, and already had gamed recognition m die
academic world. The Kappa, "die
more

star in die

East,"

was

to

become

our

eighdi Chapter July, 1843.
Bowdoki m its first duree decades
must have been quke different from
die
Youth, ff we
of
ki

coUege

today.

can

judge by

took ksek
does

ks

more

1843

correspondence,
seriously than it

today; most of die present social

delights

and distiractions

unkovra

or

more

eidier

suppressed. Tempers were

touchy;

ing, such

were

as

tiiere

was no mass

is fostered

by

feel-

athletic

relieve the tension.
competition,
Outside of stiidy and readmg, forensics and debates were die popular
valves. The two general literto

safety

Peucinian and Atiienary societies,
mcluded
which
practically die
aean,
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body, were keen rivals;
feeling between them ran high. Into
entke student

this life entered the Greek letter fra
ternities.

A

Alpha Delta Phi, the
been placed in Bow

of

chapter

eleventh, had

doin in the fall of 1841, but did not
"swing out," that is, wear thek badges
in public, untk the spring of 1842.
To this establishment the

doubtedly

Kappa

un

its rise. Fkst in the

owes

from contemporary accounts.
Alpha Delta Phi put on more or less

field,

"side." This, it must be remembered,
shortly after the outbreak in the

was

United States of the anti-secret move
ment, which centered about Free
in

Masonry

particular.

At

Williams,

1834, the then anti-secret society
of Delta Upskon had been formed
in

with the express purpose of closing
up the more exclusive Greek-letter
societies.

In the

kindred

of 1842, sixteen
eight each from the

summer

spkits,

Bowdoin classes of 1842 and 1843,
decided to form a social and literary
with the express purpose of
affiliating with some other college

society,

fraternity. Only four possible

choices

them� Kappa

Alpha,

were

to

open

Delta Phi, and Psi Up
silon. Delta Phi was considered, but

Sigma Phi,

approach

no

was

selected

Chapters

made. Psi Upsilon
it had established

was
as

in New

Yale,
Brown, Amherst, and Dartmouth, and
at New

bia,

York

England,

University,

in addition to the

at

and Colum

parent Chap

ter at Union.

The first

for a charter was
the
and was
Gamma,
through
weU received by Amherst Psi U's.

petition

made

Elijah

H.

Wright,

Wkliam W.
on

Gamma

Wkliams,

July 21, 1842,

'42,

and

Gamma

'43,

virote to

UPSILON

PSI

A request has been presented to us for
the estabhshment of a branch of our so
or
ciety in Bowdoin CoUege. Some fifteen
of the best men from the three

twenty

themselves
upper classes have associated
determination of estab
the
with
together
lishing some society; they would much
prefer a branch of ours to any other, yet
if they cannot succeed in this, before the
close of the present term and year they
a
will
proposal from the Delta

accept

Phi
Several members of our chapter are per
sonally acquainted with a part of these
men and know them to be the first in their
classes as to scholarship, talents and charac
ter. A delegate from there has also visited
us and given the fuUest information as to
the men, the favorable state of feeling in
the college for starting the thing O.K.
In our opinion a better opportunity for
extending our beloved society could not
occm. Bowdoin College, as you know, is
one of the first in the state and has among
its alumni many distinguished men. There
is now no secret society (except the two
Lit. Socs.) in the College save the Alpha
The present apphcants to
Delta Phi
our
society we fuUy beheve to be the flower
of the Institution, and they have every
thing in their favor. The state of feeling
generaUy demands a new society and they
are fuUy able to sustain the honor and
reputation of any society as both they and
we beheve.
In that coUege our society has the high
est reputation, yet if they cannot get ours
they are determined to have some one con
fident in their ability to make any one re
spected in their institution.
.

.

.

apparently successful petition
stopped abruptiy, due to an idea

The
was

in the mind of die Theta that the

aheady members of
seeking to obtain a copy
of the Psi Upskon Constitution. This
is clear from a letter of July 25, 1842,
by Alexander H. Rice, Theta '44, in

petitioners

were

Delta Phi

to

answer

the Gamma:

We regret the existence of circiunstances
which induce us to withhold our acquies
cence

The
were

the Theta:

.

.

.

suspicions concerning
expressed in detail.

On October
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Delta '41, wrote to the Theta
cerning the Bowdoin petition:

con

We

are sorry
very sorry that the pro
posed branch at Bowdoin College is threat
ened with failure through the unhappy
prejudice of our Union Brothers. We are
confident that were all the circumstances
known, the character of the applicants and
of the college they will bring under oiu:
influence, you would not longer hesitate to
receive them.

The Delta tried to convince the
mother Chapter of the absurdity of
its

Some weeks

objections.
Taylor,

previous.

William

petitioners, and Mellen Chamberlain,
Zeta '44, were the negotiators. This
time the matter

expedition;
soil for

every

assurance

that

they

were

and initiate them.

July 20, 1843, Lincoln Flagg
Brigham, Zeta '42, from Dartmouth's
On

since

torn

Upsilon.

they
Omega Phi, and proceeded to "buck
the opposition," Alpha Delta Phi. In
March, 1843,

in the election of

mem

bers from the sophomore class, the
class of 1845, it had its first trial of

sttength.

The recorder writes that:

All individuals elected at the previous
who were in town, had ac
cepted, and were in readiness to be initi
ated.

meeting, and

The scribe with

great satisfaction

records that six of the

eight

elected

down, but which

then in the northwest corner
of the campus opposite the church,
he initiated the petitioners and in

stalled the

This

CoUege

rooms

House,

was

cided to

local society.
organize
did under the name of

in Brunswick. In

three and four in old

not members of Delta Phi� they de
a

fertile

was

Upsilon.
Chapter
members
of
the
Omega
Early July
Phi received the glad tidings that
their petition had been granted and
that a delegate from the Zeta would
soon arrive with
authority to receive

long

given

with

in

Theta's

and disappointed by this
rebuff�the Bowdoin petitioners had

to

of Psi

a

hills, arrived

Piqued

attended

convinced that Bowdoin

Theta '38, wrking
from New York, had expressed in
powerful terms the folly of the
course.

was

the Theta had become

Kappa Chapter

of Psi

The charter members initiated at
were� Ichabod Daniel Bart

that time

lett, David PiUsbury Harriman, John
Dunlap Lincoln, John March Mitch
ell, Wkliam Dummer Northend, and
Charles Parker Robinson, of the class
of 1843; George Moulton Adams,
Hemy Padelford Deane, John Wallingford Goodwin, Horatio Gates
Herrick, David Bradford Johnson,
and Frederick Lockwood Washburn,
of the class of 1844; and Alva Black,
Edward Mann Field, Charles Mars-

John

Monroe Good

had also been invited to

den Freemen,

Delta Phi, but
Phi, the local

win, Lyman Gould, Richard Lord

join Alpha
had preferred Omega
society diat was stiU

in its first year.

In

again

to

Upsilon.
once

Phi tried

June, 1843, Omega

become affiliated widi Psi
A petition for a charter was

more

dirough

this

presented,
Chapter

die Zeta

time

at Dart-

moudi. Wkliam D. Nortiiend '43, of
the Omega Phi, one of the origkial
139

Hodgdon,

WiUiam Bradford SneU,
Wadswortii, of

and Isaac Newton

die class of 1845.
A few days later Erastiis Foote,
'43, and Charles Weston Larra-

Jr.

bee '44, who were unavoidably absent on the evening of the instaUation, were elected members of the

Chapter

and initiated.

met

the members

July 26, 1843,

On

A committee

again.

was

ap

Phi

erty of the new

of Psi
corporate hfe.
The

Upskon began

its

Kappa, now ninety-eight years
its long and honor

one thousand and
whom four hun
of
sixteen members,
dred and thirty-eight are alive. Six
Conventions of the Fraternity have

able career, had

Kappa,

Threats

the

were

part of the
made, but

carried out,

day "svmng out," appeared in chapel,
or in church on Sunday, wearing
their badges either in the center of
the large neckties of the period, or

old, has, during

been held with the

faculty.

on

had not been offered elections. For
a time members were initiated se
cretly, and then on some appointed

voted the prop
Order, and the Kappa
were

Chapter

opposition

never

to

ing place.
the Omega

definite

to expel any stu
The records note
them.
dents joining
some criticism from students who

draw up a set of by-laws,
and to negotiate for a regular meet
The meagre furiushings of

pointed
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weU forward

the still

on

to the

waistcoat,

orate

more

elab

and

surprise

sometimes the consternation of rival
societies which had been rushing

in the

them.

years 1850, 1862, 1875, 1894, 1911,
and 1939. At the Convention of
1862, due to the War, there was not
a
quorum. Three sons of the Kappa,

In the autumn and winter of 1843-

44, several young alumni

were

initi

Henry HiU Pierce '96, 1933-39; and
Harold Lee Berry '01, since 1939,
have been valued members of the

ated on their return to Brunswick:
Wilham G. Barrows '39; Richard B.
Thurston '41; Paul L. Chandler;
Charles Packard; Wkham E. Phk
lips; Hosea H. Smith; Charles E.

Executive Council of Psi

Soule; and Thomas Tash, all of the

Frederic

The

George

Dow

'72, 1875-77;

Upsilon.

class of 1842. Soon several members
were added to the classes of 1845
and 1846, and, in the spring term of
1844, the first elections from the
class of 1847 were made. In the early

has contributed gen
to the beautiful store of Psi

Kappa

erously
Upsilon songs. Abram N. Rowe '60,
composed '"Glory of Psi Upskon;"
George T. SewaU '67, "The Toast
and Pledge," and "Farewell to Psi
U;"

days

along

with

Henry

B.

Twombly,

Beta

Upsilon,

as soon as

to

more

than two decades.
Kappa's his

In the first hak of the

tory, from 1843

to

1891,

ks hfe

was

essentially hteraty and scholastic; the
old idea of the fratemity as a center
of culture and mental growth stiU

the second

fratemity
College, was fol
lowed a year later by Chi Psi and
Delta Kappa Epsilon, in 1854 by
Theta Deka Chi, and by Deka Upsi
Bowdoin

obtained; the meetings were weU at
tended, and a regular hterary pro
gram was carried out. The idea of a
national society with chapters in
other colleges was taken up with en

lon and Zeta Psi in 1857 and 1868

respectively.
At first secret societies faced

held

were

no

lowed for

Eternal."
to enter

were

pledged; there
attempt
complete a del
egation at once. This plan was fol

was

'84, the "Calcium Light Song;" Clar
ence W.
Peabody '93, "Incense From
Golden Censers;" and Professor Wil
ham W. Lav^Trence '98, "Psi Upskon,
Psi

initiations

the candidates

Dr. Charles S. F. Lincoln '91

a

thusiasm;
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it

was

the

beginning

of

an

THE

intercollegiate

interest in

and restricted

a

C

H

routine

hfe. The

coUege
spkit
rivahy among the societies in the
college developed the valuable traits
of

of energy and desire for attamment
which soon brought the Chapter to
a
high standing, and is a chaUenge
to the members of
today.
From the first the cultural side of
the Chapter was emphasized. Literaty exercises, consisting of essays,
disquisitions, and dissertations on aU
sorts of subjects of scholastic, histor

ical, and contemporary interest, were
the

regular order at the fortnighdy
meetings. Occasionally debates on
subjects of general interest were
held. For years, the "Paper," known
to aU Kappa men of the first four or
five

decades, thrived.
In 1850 the Kappa voted for the
petition of the chapter at Harvard;
in 1854, for a
chapter at the Univer
of
Wisconsin, which had the
sity
strong support of the Bowdoin
alumni in that state, but which, un
fortunately, did not become a reality
untk 1896. In 1857 it supported the

apphcation for a chapter from the
University of Rochester, and in 1860
the petition from Kenyon.
The decade from 1850 to 1860 was
one; materially poor,
also its rivals, the spirit at
the Kappa stimulated progress and
success. The scholastic rivahy with
a

prosperous

as were

Delta Phi, Delta Kappa Epsi
lon, and Chi Psi, soon augmented in
1854 by Theta Delta Chi, and in

Alpha

1857, by

Delta

Upsilon,

was

con

stant, and the desire to stand weU in
studies was more evident than it has
been in the later years.
from the roll of the first
twenty years, and the record of mem

Judging

bers in after years, the

Chapter

was

AFTERS

undoubtedly

in fine condition. Most

boys of very moderate circum
during the long winter va
cations many taught school.
A keen
rivalry existed for the offi
ces
in the two
general hterary
were

stances;

societies, Peucinian and Athenaean,
which for more than fifty years were
the leaders in the encouragement of

hterary, forensic,

and

abil-

debating

ity.
From the

beginning the social Ike
of the Chapter was not neglected,
and from that happy celebration of
its first year in Psi Upsilon the
spirit
of good-feUowship has been marked.
The records occasionaUy state that
"The hterary exercises were deferred
and

a

convivial

meeting

was

held,"

either in the "Rooms of the Society,"
or in the rooms of some member.
In the sixties and

early seventies,
fakly hectic from social and
economic instability, Bowdoin was

both

emerging from

phlegmatic
at

ks older studious and

era;

the renaissance

was

hand. Before that time social

tivities

were

ac

divided between hmited

contacts with local famkies and fac

ulty,

as

the

genealogical

records

at

test, and select gatherings of con
genial spirits; there was not much
else in the staid and austere

munity

com

to invite the students' atten

tion and to work off their energy.

The actual horse and

buggy days

made excursions into the hinterland
impractical and expensive; and the

age of athletics, dances, house par
was not
yet upon us.
After what might be called the
Golden Age of Bowdoin's first cen
tury, the decade of 1850-1860, came
the lean years of the sixties, with

ties, and jazz

the War Between the States and the

subsequent depression.

As the

war

ANNALS

the

and into

The

small.

The busy program of present-day
Commencement, with Class Day en
tertainments, the Masque and Gown
and the Class Reunions, much

the enrollment feU off

progressed,

continued

seventies

formation

of

mihtary

companies and the excitement of the
war
disrupted in a measure the rou

play,

more

college Ike, and Chapter meet
were held at
longer intervals.
ings
1864, when less than

the alumni

ords,

1865,
a

committee

arrange the
declamations

literary

essays,

meetings

three minute

a

declamations, and

ords

two

two

rooms

papers.
and corn color

1878.

the

Early

were

In the autumn of

Gray
was

Kappa

greater part of

Upsilon.

the

ciety

eighties,

meetings

by the alumni. After a
Chapter president wel

Kappa
days.

build

now oc

Spar."

In

quarters

the old room, and special
held in the rooms of

were

furnishings

been broken into, the Chapter de
cided to seek better quarters, and a

introduced the alumni in
order of class seniority, whose talks
handed on to the younger genera
turn

the older

new

rented

ciety, a carpet of sorts, and some
pictures. In 1855 after the hall had

senior member to take the chair. He

tions of the

of 1847,

a

of the first hall
were
meagre; the tables and chairs
which had belonged to the old so
The

comed the alumni and invited the
in

was

members.

of Commence

well attended

song

in

The distance from the campus, and
the inertia to the long walk at night,
especially in winter, motivated the

To

week, after the concert, the so
reunions were held and were
the

a room

the "Bowdoin

summer

return to

and

was

rented downtown, over Swkt
and Atkins store on Maine Street.

its beautkul initiation

seventies

CoUege

were

is indebted for the

Wednesday evening
ment

in 1844

cupied by

ceremony.
In

in

met

Society

twenty dollars a year in
ing on "the hill," on a site

'74 entered the senior class and

him the

Kappa.

for

1873, Rotheus A.

initiated into Psi

or

of other members in the dor

mitories.

1867

"The

state

purple
adopted as the Chapter colors,
and were used to distinguish the
Kappa, until garnet and gold were
made the official Fraternity colors in

In

grandsons,

un

stalled, and where the first initiation
of Erastus Foote '43, and Charles W.
Larrabee '44, was held, and in the

In

was� two

speech,

around,

Brother Northend's room, 3
House," where the Chapter

to

program, and
introduced.

were

1869 the order of

come

parent local society, Omega
its birth in 1842, met in
from
Phi,
the rooms of its members. The rec

rec

appointed

was

re

The

occur.

learn from the

we

rarely

less they have sons,
other relatives in the

and the fraternities were depleted.
Lapses in the records from a few
In

chapter

unions. Except at initiations, and to
a less extent after football games,

two hundred students was the yearly
average, the boys were constantly
leaving college to enhst in the army,

weeks to three months

stressed than in earlier years,

have crowded out the

tine of

From 1861 to

UPSILON
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committee

was

appointed

to rent

a

in Day's Block, on the comer
of Maine and Macon Streets.

room

the traditions of

In 1862 the
142

Chapter

moved back

THE

C

H

A

P

T

E

R

S

"the hill," to a building recently
removed, just south of the Melcher
house, which the Chapter occupied

made up of the best material the

for

wrote

on

forty years.
Early in the

arose to

build

afforded]

Albert P.

the urge
house for the

seventies

hall

a

or

exclusive use of the Kappa. About
three thousand dollars was collected,

but,

as

drive

a

in progress for

was

the endovsmient fund for the col
the

lege,

project

summer

was

persuaded

part

make certain al

to

and

to

new

are

in

and

improvements,

of the money

voted
which

abandoned. In

of 1874 the landlord

the

terations

was

hand

on

was

of

furnishings, some of
today. There the

use

Phi '73, in 1884,
of the founders of the

Jacobs,

some

Kappa:
Packard entered the Presbyterian minis
Mr. Tash is superintendent of
Portland's public schools; Bartlett, a law
yer of Bangor, died in 1859; Foote is a
manufacturer in Chicago; Harriman, a
Baptist clergyman, died just twenty years
ago. In 1877 the chapter lost Dr. Lincoln,
a
physician of Brunswick, Me. The Rev.

try,

.

.

.

John M. Mitchell, D.D., a prominent Epis
copal clergyman, now lives in Portland.

the Hon. William D.
able and distinguished
lawyer of Salem, Mass.; he is not unknown
in literature. Mr. Robinson, also a lawyer,
died in 1861 in Mobile, Ala.
Another founder,

Northend,

de

coUege

is

an

Convention of 1875 met.

The

now

Kappa

men

Hall where

older

will

generation

forget
they passed so
never

of

the old
many

happy hours, and where all of them
up to the delegation of 1904 or 1905
were

initiated. How

spacious

and

fine it seemed, with its impressive
dome, with the ventilator in the

center, from which

chandelier, hghted

the fine

hung
in turn

by oil,

gas, and electricity.
The boys who were brothers and
companions in it aU; the venerable

alumni,

on

looked with

whom

the

Chapter

and

respect, complete the picture. Yes, it was indeed,
awe

and

Haec olim meminisse
as
so

juvabit;"
George N. Whipple, Gamma '78,
beautifully expressed in one of

his songs:
Scenes that as memory backward traces
Shine out like stars against the blue.
Bringing the old familiar faces.
and nights in old Psi U.
Dear

days

Lincoln

Flagg Brigham,

who had instaUed the

Zeta

'42,

Hall 1862-1902

Kappa

Throughout the Kappa's long and
honorable history, which needs now
but two years to complete a century,
Bowdoin

has

contributed

a

fair

who have in later

proportion of
years gained fame
the delegations in
men

and fortune. In
the forties

one

notes, in addition to the founders al

ready mentioned� the Hon. George
F. Choate '43, Judge and lawyer in
Massachusetts; the Rev. John M.
Mkchell '43, "long an Episcopal di
vine in the South;" Josiah Pierce '46,
one

time

Secretary of

the American

Petersburg, who for
Legation
over fifty years was a distinguished
at St.

Kappa, said:

The Bowdoin Chapter, in the beginning
and since, as I have cause to beheve, was

barrister in London; Hon. WiUiam
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inent in the affaks of

'46, Congressman from
Massachusetts; the Rev. John Cotton
Smith '47, author of note, who was
to become a strong supporter of the

W.
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Rice

Justice

of the

fessors at Andover."
In the fifties among those who
the Hon.

of Bowdoin

WiUiam P.

Frye '50, lawyer, for a
Congressmen and for thirty

'77, banker

decade

Charles F.

Kappa's halls

a

were

1881-1911, a distinguished
Senator from Maine; Wilham A.
Packard '51, Professor at Princeton;
John H. Goodenow '52, lawyer, dip
years,

Court of

Supreme

Maine; WiUiam J. Curtis '75, promi
nent New York lawyer, tmstee of
Bowdoin; Charles T. Hawes '76,.
President of the Board of Overseers

Iota; and the Rev. Dr. Egbert C.
Smyth '48, "one of the leading pro

trod the

Hawak, Justice

of the Supreme Court of Hawak;
Judge Andrew P. WisweU '73, Chief

CoUege; Phkip G. Browrt

Maine; and the Hon..
Johnson '79, lawyer. Judge
in

of United States Circuit Court of
Appeals, United States Senator from
Maine.

lomat of note; the Rt. Rev. John F.
Spalding '53, Protestant Episcopal

years of the Kappa
have been much hke those of any
other chapter of any fratemity at

of Colorado; the Rev. Dr.
'55, well known

any New England coUege, a period
of increasingly diversffied interests,

Bishop

Joseph

K. Greene

The last

sixty

period of fluctuating

Sumner I. Kimball '55,
for many years head of the United
States Life Saving Service; Brigadier-

After the scholastic

General

law

success,

yer,
hant record in the Civil War.

bril

extracurricular

missionary;

Jonathan P. CiUey '58,
legislator in Maine, wiih a

In the

delegations

Symonds '60,

Court of

preme

Professor

Alpheus S. Packard, Jr. '61, long at
Brown University; Judge Luckius A.
Emety '61, Chief Justice of the Su
preme Judicial Court of Maine; the
Rev. Dr. Edward N. Packard
Charles U. Bell '63, lavvyer and

to

the

MitcheU

'62;

cis M.

on

the New York Sun.

early boards such men as Dr. Wil
ham W. Lawrence '98, emeritus pro
fessor at Columbia; and Harold F.
Dana

'99, of the Herald Tribune. In
the first fourteen years each Quill
Board had a representative from the

Kappa.
in

the

Kappa

seventies

Edward P.

'71, weU-known editorial
York; the Hon. Fran
Hatch '73, lawyer,
long prom

vsTiter in New

activity for many years centered in
the Bowdoin Orient, started in 1870
by Edward Page MitcheU '71, for
generation later, in 1897, the
Quill was started, and had on its

shire.

brought

society's

a

A

long
judge; the Rev. Dr. Newman
Smyth '63, author and clerygyman
of note; and the Hon. Henry B.
Quinby '69, Govemor of New Hamp
classes

so essen

variety of new
activities appeared,

declined,

many years

a

The

a

With the demise of the old debat
ing societies the only outside literary

of the Su

Maine;

early

years to

ularity.

the Hon. Amos L. AUen 60,
laviyer and Congressman; Judge Jo
W.

tial in the

successes.

fever,

and increased in interest and pop

in the sixties

were

seph

a

In the past fifty
years the most
notable occasions for the Chapter
have been the Conventions of 1894,

1911, and 1939; the opening of die
new

144

Chapter

House in the wdnter of
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1902-1903; and die celebration of

doin;

the 75th

fessor of

Anniversary

of the Frater-

nity at a Founders' Day Dinner in
Portiand, November 24, 1908, under
the auspices of the Psi U Club of
Eorflaad, at which nearly one hundred Psi U's, mostly Amherst, Bowdoin and Dartmouiii men, attended,
The late Judge Lucihus A.
Emery

'61, presided, and speeches
made

by

were

such weU known and be-

loved brothers

Judge Joseph W.
Symonds '60; Joseph E. Moore '65;
Professor Wkham A. Houghton, Beta
'73; George T. Files '89; Henry E.
Andrews '94; and Judge Wilham M.
Ingraham '95. The success of the affak was due to the inspiration and
as

and Samuel T. Dana '04, ProForestry and Dean of the
School of Forestry and Conserva-

tion at the

University

Kappa

vard Business

School; Earl Baldwin
'11, Professor of Art and Ar-

Smith

cheology

at Princton

land M. Goodrich

'20,

Kappa

held in the old Hall on Maine
Street, at which time a poem was
read by the late Professor Henry E.
was

Andrews '94, and the fine old Psi U
songs were sung.
If the success of

undergraduate
chapter
gaged only by its scholastic standing, the last forty-eight
years of the Kappa, as compared
with the first fifty, have been an
anti-clknax. But the

Kappa

has had

its scholars in the later years who
have done more than well in their

'24,

to Lawrence

As teachers the late

Dr. WiUiam W. Lawrence '98, author
and translator. Emeritus Professor of

English

in Wiscon-

College

sin.

In later years, Kappa men have
prominent in professional and

business life. To the

mings, '84,

a

ministty

John

missionary

have

E. Cum-

of the

Bap-

tist Church in

Burma; the Rev. Dr.
Walter R. Hunt '90; and the Rev. Dr.

John H. Quint, Zeta '91, Kappa '97. In
medicine and surgery the Kappa has
contributed Dr. Frank E. Simpson

Columbia,

on radium treatment; Dr.
Charles S. F. Lincoln, physician and
educator, for a quarter of a century

authority

a

medical

missionary

in

China,

one

of the most beloved of all Psi U's;
Charles H. Hunt '02; Chnton N.

'10; and Fred P. Webster '10,
all of Portland, Maine; Emest B.
Young '92; and Edvkle G. Abbott
'06, famous orthopedic surgeon.
Peters

professors Fred M. Fhng '83, of the
University of Nebraska; and George
T. Files '89, Henry E. Andrews '94,
and Phkip W. Meserve '11, of Bowdoin; also Henry C. Emery '92, professor of political economy at Yale,

at

to Brown Uni-

'90, of Chicago, dermatologist and
an

is

respective fields.

Le-

versity; George
Quinby '23, to
and
Lawrence
W. Towle
Bowdoin;

gone the Rev. Dr.

Schenectady, meeting

University;

H.

Chfford '03.
of the

editor, Pro-

fessor of Business Economics and
Librarian of the Baker Library, Har-

been

a

Michigan.

has also contributed-Arthur

H. Cole '11 author and

energy of the committee. Colonel
George E. Fogg '02, and Phkip G.
At the time of the Centennial in

of

To other academic institutions the

tmstee of Bow-

known for his research and skiU in
prevention and cure of bone deform-

ities; and
the

State

Augusta,

Philip W. Woods '30, of
Department of Health,

Me.

To the law the

F. Dana

John
Stephen
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E.

'98;

Kappa

has

given

E. F. Dana

Young

'98;

'29;

Colonel

George

E.

OF

Fogg '02, general

solicitor

for the Maine Central

tinguished military

Herald Tribune; Forrest E. Cousins

'24, of the Press-Herald, Pordand;
and James Bassett, Jr., '34, of tiie Los

Railroad, dis

career;

Philip

G.

Times; Lieutenant Colonel
Harold B. Pratt '03, as an officer in
Marine Corps, served with distinc

Angeles

Chfford '03; George H. Stover '03;
Alfred T. Gould '08; John R. Hurley

'09; Robert Hale '10, Rhodes Scholar,

tion in

legislator, diplomat; Myron H.
Avery '20. The Hon. Wkliam M. Ingraham '95, lawyer. Judge of Pro
state

To

Kappa's undergraduate

bate, Mayor of Portland, Surveyor
Customs, Overseer of his Ahna
Mater, served as Assistant Secretary
of War, 1916-1917. Sterhng Fessenden '96, lawyer, one time President
of the Far Eastern Bar Association,
served on the Municipal Council,
International Settlement, Shanghai,
1920-1928, and as Dkector General
from 1928-1939, and during his serv

as a
years the members,
interested in
group, were able, loyal,
the work of Psi Upsilon and the

Kappa, and have been, as a group,
uniformly successful in later hfe.
From then until the present the Chap
has had about the average line of
boys; the competition for members
ter

has been keen.

dangerous cri
ses, including two Japanese invasions,
H. Pierce

Since the dawn of the twentieth

century, and especiaUy since the War,

'96, law

has been to stress the
social side of fratemity Ike. But in
spite of the disintegrating trends of

the

Sul
yer and member of the firm of
livan and Cromwell, trustee and
benefactor of his Alma Mater, served
on

was a

Upsi
'07, lawyer,

Redman
legislator and publisher.

Harold L.

J.

Berry '01,

Bowdoin, banker,

Bowdoin and Psi Upsilon.
In two years the Kappa wdU cele

Overseer of

has served

on

brate its Centennial.

the

May

its

second

century be even more successful than
the last; and may the ideals and aims
of Psi Upsilon remain untarnished by
the more ephemeral and material

Executive Council since 1939. Men

Joseph W. Whitney '00, Ernest
Brigham '04, Cyrus C. Shaw '06,
Arthur H. Ham '08, Rodney E. Ross

like
L.

claims of the

'10, Theodore B. Fobes '17, Oscar L.
Hamlin '18, and Joseph L. Badger
'20, have had successful business
careers; James W. SewaU '06, forestry
expert; Harold F. Dana '99, one-time

present.

Strong is our bond of
Warm is the clasping

friendship.
hand.

Mortals who taste not our blessings.
Know ye how hearts expand?
These are the secrets that foster
Psi Upsilon's chosen band.
These are the secrets that foster
Psi Upsilon's chosen band.
Clarence W. Peabody '93.

editorial writer on the New York
Herald Tribune; WiUiam M. Hough
ton '03, formerly on the staff of the
The author has borrowed

tendency

the present century, the rising genera
tion of Kappa alumni is a credit to

the Executive Council of Psi

lon. Fulton

in the

hfe in the last

in which

ice many serious and

Henry

Cuba, Mexico, Haiti.
assign the high spot

half century is indeed difficuk. Prob
ably it was between 1894 and 1905,

of

occurred.
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m

Charles S. F. Lincoln '91.
146

A

History of

the

Kappa

written

by

THE

CHAPTERS

P S I

C H A P T E R

Hamilton College

September 25, 1843

The ninth

Chapter of Psi Upsilon
estabhshed not far from the halls
of die Theta. On September 25, 1843,

Valley. Schenectady, Utica, Syracuse
and Rochester were taking shape as

the Psi Chapter was installed at Ham

opened. In the year in which Psi Upsi
lon was born a hnk in what is now

was

ikon

College in Clinton,

That three of

placed

were

in

our

N. Y.

earliest

colleges

Chapters

with

a com

origin is a lasting tribute to the
expansion pohcy early adopted

mon

wise

by those "who
yore." In 1761,

trod these halls of
in

Lebanon, Conn.,

Samuel Kirkland attended the school
of Eleazar Wheelock, which had the
favor of the Scotch Society for Propa

gating

Christian

Knowledge in

an

ef

fort to educate the American Indians.
Out of this

enterprise

came

Dart

the home of the Zeta.

mouth

College,
Subsequently the Regents of the State
of New York, on January 29, 1793,
acted favorably upon Kirkland's ap

phcation to incorporate the Hamkton
Oneida Academy (now Hamilton
CoUege) and the Academy of the
Town of Schenectady (now Union
College). At Dartmouth, Union and
Hamilton, founded as they were with
purpose, it is not surpris
Fraternity should have
ing
found persons receptive to the ideals
a common

that

of Psi
To

our

certain extent the Psi

mizes the

weU

as

of

history
our

the New York Central Railroad

of

our

Fraternity.

epito

country

as

Clinton hes

the head-waters of the Mohawk
River which joins the Hudson above
near

Albany and which in colonial days
provided the best route to the West.
Revolutionary War the
great migration westward brought
After the

thousands of settiers up the Mohawk

was

was

to Utica.

from

Schenectady
granted a charter at
a Convention of the
Fratemity in
Schenectady, July 26, 1843, attended
by delegates of the Theta, Delta,
Beta, Sigma, Gamma, Lambda and
Zeta. Our Fraternity, born on the
banks of the Mohawk, having in
creased its family with branches in
New York City and New England,
was about to
place another Chapter
in what recently had been a frontier

opened

The Psi

was

outpost. The Samuel Kirkland whose
old cottage still stands on the Hamil
ton

campus had

the Six Nations

kept the Indians of
friendly to the colo

the Revolution. The first
the Psi Chapter thus had,
of
members
in

nists

through Kirkland's missionary labors,
a common bond with those of the
Theta and Zeta, two of the seven
Chapters who voted for thek admis

sion.

In 1843 Hamilton had

a

student

hundred, presi
dent, four professors and a tutor, four

body

Upsilon.
a

cities. In 1825 the Erie Canal

of about

a

one

worth mentioning, some
miscellaneous woodsheds and similar
structures. The tuition was $25. After
a
period of "declension," the college

buildings

had refused to accept the invitation
of a representative committee to move
into Utica, ten miles away. Hamilton
on

then

petitioning
College Hill.

was

for

a

post office

estabhshed at
Hamilton in the collegiate back
ground of austerity. Compared with
Fraternities

were

were

real and earnest. Men
still hving near the campus who

today hfe

tr P S I L O N
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was

position in the coUege.
seeking die Psi Upskon char

creditable

Those
ter held aU of its offices, and
under this mask they
duct their operations

had known Baron Steuben, the "drill
master of the Revolution," and who

suspicion.

had

H.

found

Hamilton

the

helped
Academy. Alexander Hamil
ton, Secretary of the Treasury, had
granted it the use of his name when
it was chartered as a college in 1812.
Oneida

The controversy about the masonic

order which had divided the nation
and New York State

raged

on

many

At Hamilton

a
college campuses.
the
resentment
group sharing
against
which
organizations
exaggerated the
of
importance
secrecy, sought affilia
tion with Psi Upsilon.

To Willard

the

Fraternity's

bers,

we

Chapter's

turn

Psi

Fiske,
most

for

'51,

one

iUustrious

an

account

efforts to obtain

a

of

mem

of his

charter:

The first endeavor to gain admission to
the Psi Upsilon fold was made in the year
1838. The second occurred in the winter
of 1842-43. Letters were sent by the peti
an
imdergraduate at Yale, who,
they had been informed, was a Psi UpsUon,
but he unfortunately turned out to be a

tioners to

member of another Greek-letter society
then having a chapter at HamUton.
This error came near producing some

unpleasant complications, which, however,
favoring fortime and the shrewdness of the
men concemed
finaUy averted. The Theta
was at
length instructed to send two dele
one of whom was His
the late Govemor of Massachu
setts (Alexander Hamilton Rice, Theta '44),
the other the Hon. Daniel Barnard Hagar
(Theta '43). Their report was altogether

gates

to

Hamilton,

Excellency

favorable.

to

which many
follow, the
petitioners
Hamkton men had formed a society
were

to

known locaUy as the "I.T.", which,
Fiske teUs us, at once gained a

the

petition,

Wklcox, Delta '43,

New York

City

on

WiUiam

wrote from

July 5,

1843,

to

the Theta:
In
at

regard

to

HamUton,

our

Chapter

I
is

the formation of

a
chapter
only say at present that
not favorably disposed to

can

wards it, but if the majority of branches
wish it we shaU yield at once out of defer
ence to tiieir wishes and superior judg
ment. Our

objections

to it

are

based

mainly

smaU and has
upon the Institution: it is
We are afraid
societies.
secret
two
aheady
there is not room for a third, and that the
entering there with the hope of supplant
ing one of the two, would be running an
be at
unnecessary risk, when the object to
tained is taken into consideration. How
ever we are
ready to act as the majority
shaU decide to be best, and if you obtain
the consent of four of the chapters you
this
may consider ours as given. I write

by authority.

Sigma formally records that
its consent was given July 13, 1843.
At the Convention in Schenectady,
July 26, 1843, delegates from die
Theta, Delta, Beta, Sigma, Gamma,
Lambda, and Zeta voted to give as
sent to the petition of the Hamkton
group. Four of the petitioners, Ben
jamin Frankhn Adams '45, Barnabas
BaUou Eldredge '45, Chauncey Le
Roy Hatch, '45 and John Lansing
The

Burton
were

'46,

there

Schenectady and
initiated by the Conven

went to

tion.

According

Adopting a procedure

other

regard

In

able to con
vwthout arousing

were

to the charter the Con

vention voted that
the Theta Chapter be
powered and directed
proposed branch with

and is hereby em
furnish the said
aU the documents
necessary to constitute the same a vahd
chapter of the before mentioned fratemity,
to

THE

subject
privileges

to aU

laws and entitled
thereof.

The

origkial charter

Psi's

possession.

CHAPTERS
to aU the

is still

m

the

Fiske teUs us of die instaUation of
the Psi, our ninth
Chapter:
At the

beginning

of the first term of
1843-44, these four (who had been initi
ated by the Convention) initiated the
other neophytes, and the
badges of the
Psi UpsUon first made their
appearance in

pubhc.

Initiated

on
September 25, 1843, the
date of the foundation of the Psi,

Anson

Ballard, Morris Rose
Barteau, Henry Cozzens, Xerxes Ad
dison WiUard, and Arnon
George
Wkliams, aU of the class of 1845,
Perry Hkam Smith '46, and Alexan
were:

der Ostrander '47.
Psi

Upskon was the thkd national
fratemity to enter Hamkton CoUege.
Sigma Phi with a chapter ki 1831,
its second, was the first
fraternity at
Clinton. Alpha Delta Phi, founded
Hamkton in 1832, had estabhshed
chapters before Psi Upskon
granted its first charter in 1837. Chi
Psi entered Hamkton in 1845, Delta
Upskon ki 1847, Delta Kappa Epsi
lon ki 1856, and Theta Delta Chi m
at

seven

1868.

Fiske, who of
founders of his

they

were

aU

knew the

says that
of more than
"Father" Adams

Chapter,
men

culture.

average

course

lived in Wisconsin, as did Ballard,
and Eldredge who were lawyers, and
Barteau, who had much to do with
the

development

died in 1845, shortly after his
graduation from Union College, whke
a

teacher, passed away

in

leading author
ity
"high-grade farming and the
dairy-industry." Wkliams who lived
1851. Willard

in

was a

on

149

the

Chicago, gave
bukding

beautkul

many years

its

as

lawyer

was a

College

the

which served for

library.

Ostrander

in New York

City.

The Founders of the Psi selected
as members men who were to hold

high place in the annals of our
Fraternity. Joseph RosweU Hawley
'47, a distinguished newspaper editor,
a
brigadier general during the Civil
a

War,

a

Governor

of

Connecticut

from 1866 to 1867, a member of die
House of Representatives, served as
United States Senator from Connecti
cut from 1881 untk his death in
1905. Guy Humphrey McMaster '47,

the valedictorian of his class, was a
weU-knowm writer. In the class of
1851 were Wklard Fiske, distin
at Comell Univer
scholar
and
historian; and
sity,
Charles Dudley Warner, a writer of

guished professor
a

renown, both of them

poets imbued

with the

Upskon.

The Psi

spkit

of Psi

established in a period
marked by the beginning of our coun

try's

was

national

development. By

com

parison with modem standards, hfe
in Central New York in the early for
ties was meager, affording few lux
frivolities. Hamilton, strug
a
gling
place in the academic
still negotiating with
was
world,
Union concerning the proceeds of a
uries

or

for

lottery which had been author
help thek finances.
Most of the first fifty members of
the Psi lived within twenty-five miles
of the campus. Only eight came from
beyond the borders of New York
State. All were products of a pio
neer civihzatidn. Thek yearning for
state

ized to

of that state. Coz

zens

Hatch,

Westmoreland, N. Y., was an
expert on agriculture. Burton was a
lawyer and judge in Colorado, and
Smith, an influential business man
near

friendship, which had brought them
together in Psi Upsilon, established
the Psi Chapter on a basis which has
enabled it to continue ks existence
for the century which is almost com-

pleted.
To this

of the automoof Hamilton wiU

generation

bile the

topography

explain

much of the Psi's

Chnton,

like

is laid out

a

on

early years,
England viUage,

New
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the flat lands of the

tiunk in which to store the Chapter
records. A montii later the treasurer's
of
report for the term showed receipts
$17.40 and disbursements of $17.04.
The problem of a sukable place
for the shrine of die Psi recurred. Al-

though from time to time rooms in
the college dormitories were used,
this practice was not popular. On
February 10, 1848,

the Psi voted to

Risley's," presumably in
viUage. Risley is an old family

meet "at Mr.

Creek VaUey.
coUege
stands on top of a hiU, one and onehalf miles west of the square. In the
last three-quarters of a mile the street

the

approaching the campus rises some
five hundred feet and includes two

Hall at Union," apparently encouraged the Psi to work for a shrine of

ninety degree curves. Until about
1910 when increasing automobile
traffic made coasting dangerous, it

its

The

Oriskany

was

the custom

the winter

during

months for students and faculty to
ride down the hiU on sleds built to
accommodate three persons. This
sport-rumor has it that the slide has
been made at
often served
But

even

winters

are

sixty

mkes

an

hour�

useful purpose.
at Hamilton, where the
a

still heavy, sleds could

not

be used the year around. At other
times students had to walk. During
the first

forty years the records

of the

in Clinton. A few weeks

name
on

March 16,

an

invitation to

the dedication of "the Psi

later,

attend

Upsilon

own.

May 3, 1848,

On

a

meeting

was

White's Central HoMarch 13, 1849, the soph-

in Utica at

held

tel, and,

on

invited the other delegations
to "favor them with their presence at
a
supper at Bissell's in the village."
omores

Apparently the accommodations at
Risley's had not proved satisfactory,
for,

May 28, 1849, a committee
named to seek quarters in the

on

was

dormitories "in the fourth

stoty"

of

Middle College.
But by March 12, 1850, these rooms
were deemed "not too acceptable," so
North

or

named, again

to

Psi abound with reference to the dif-

a

ficulties involved in finding suitable
places for hving and for meeting.
Some who could not afford the small

seek quarters in the village. October
22, 1851, the Chapter voted to engage
the "Odd Fellows Hall and four rooms

charges for residence in the college
buildings, roomed and boarded in
homes in the village or as near as pos-

in the Clinton Hotel for the Conven-

sible to the campus, carrying their
lunch up the Hill.
The minutes of the meeting held

hall which Sigma Phi had recendy
erected in the village. While Chi Psi

indicate the

quest, permanent quarters were considered important, for, on November
15, 1853, it was voted to ask the
alumni for "donations to improve the

on

February 26, 1845,

financial standards of the
whole session
cussion

was

concerning

period.

devoted to

the

a

purchase

The

disof

a

committee

was

tion." On November 2, 1853, the Psi
unsuccessfully sought the use of the

gave

150

a

favorable

reply to a similar re-

THE

CHAPTERS

have."

Delts had the basement for a
the
work having been suspended
house,
for a number of years for lack of funds.

the

Presumably
these rooms were in the village where
for about thkty years quarters were
maintained. An outlay of $125 made
them suitable for the Chapter.
These early records reflect the
practical difficulties with which the
we

rooms

now

With minor variations these condi

ever,

conditions

prevailed until about 1885.
Chapter started a move

tions

In 1871 the

"ask Psi U teachers in pre
paratory schools to be on the look out
for good sub-freshmen." The by-laws
ment to

members of the Psi had to contenddaily walks up and down the Hill.
These

Alpha

continued, how

through many college genera
Myron E. Carmer '80, who

provide that
policy of this Chap

also amended

were

"it shall be the

to

tions. Dr.

ter

with his brother Wkhs G. Carmer '85,
has had six descendants in the Psi,
furnishes vivid recollections of his

during its

ate

no

coUege days. Writing

initiating students from
practice
local seminaries and from Madison

Abram R. Serven
D.

'87,

C,
Washington,
faithful compiler of

in
a

1940

lawyer

tion with Hamilton

apparently brought

in

.

.

the

University (now Colgate University)
which had

June

the election of four members from
the Hamilton Seminary, which was

village hbrary.

a
private school in Chnton, and,
three weeks later, the election of two
more members. The minutes of May
5, 1847, record the presence of two

brothers from Madison
At

a

University.
meeting January 8, 1870, the Psi

appointed

The Psi U's boarded on the college side
of the creek at Mrs. Strong's and later at
Miss Lathrop's, in the large house at the
foot of the HiU.

house

earher. Thus,
5, 1844, record

prevailed

the minutes of

the Theta Delts at Westcotts, half way
from the creek to the vUlage park and the
Sigs near their chapter house, now the

a

committee to meet

can

didates "for initiation from Comell,"
and on the 20th three were initiated.

Outstanding
back for

ning

continued,

but Dr. Carmer reports "we did noth
ing about it except talk." The Chapter
had only eleven members, and, to
attract more, it persuaded Miss Lath-

ropto
move her furniture out of the front par
lor and we bought and put in a good bil
liard table. Primarily the move was to help
us in the
rushing season but with both
front parlors given up to us and the broad
front porch for our exclusive use, we had
of
a
very attractive place� better than any
the fratemity boarding houses. Except for
the
there was no chapter house, but

Sigs,

This

a

...

a

to

a

.

Discussion of

end

such data and

college of 140 students and
In those days
professors
each fratemity had its exclusive boarding
"The Alpha Delts boarded at
place
Ottaways, the first house across the creek;
nine

College."
an

who has been

A smaU
or

connec

of

to

devoted son of the Psi, he describes
the Hamilton of the 1870's as:

eight

entire existence to initi

person unless in actual

in the minutes

lunety-eight

run

years, is

wilhngness of the Psi to give a
helping hand to petitioners. Repeat
edly it favored petitions from Roches
ter, Syracuse and Cornell. Quite un
intentionally, perhaps, this formed
the

the basis for the "Five Power Confer
ences" which have been one of the
most valuable features of

nity's

life in

the

ing
quite

our

Frater

New York dur

up-state
past decade. The

consistent in favor of

Psi

was

expansion

in the northern United States and

Canada.
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By 1875 the Chapter was gathering

songbook, and
actively engaged in supporting
movement for chapters at Syra

material for
was

the

a

new

and Cornell. And the brethren
still travehng up and down the

cuse
were

foot. On Aprk 10, 1872, die
Chapter had been incorporated by
HiU

on

the

Legislature.
By 1880 hfe at

come a

the

httle

Hamilton had be

more

beginning

sophisticated.

But

of social activities in

UPSILON

PSI

northwest corner of Bristol
Road and College Sfareet (die house
Delta
was razed in 1940 ) and up-hill.
Chi.
Dr.
Deka
Upsilon and Theta
at the

,

WiUiam H.

Squkes

in

a

house subse

Edward
Fkch hved directly opposite the Psi.
These "down-hkl crowds" were dis

quently occupied by

Dr.

from the

"up-hill" groups
which included Chi Psi, die Emerson
Society, Alpha Delta Phi and

tinguished
Literary

Phi. The latter two, having
the campus, were requked
houses
during the 1890's to eat in the coUege
Commons and could lodge but four

Sigma

on

men

in thek

own

buddings.

The long reluctance and the ulti
mate refusal of the Psi to occupy col
lege grounds was caused by these
restrictions on the use of fra

college

Psi House

of

1885

23, the alumni insisted that the

found the Psi still with
house. A committee was ap
pointed, September 16, 1882, to "look
for a building lot." Two weeks later
the

coUege

out a

letter

"Brother Fiske at Cornell,"
an architect.
December
action
was
16,
By
reported,
and it was then voted "to take a lot
a

to

asked his advice about

for

our

Chapter house from Mr. Spen

for $600."
The site selected

cer

the top
of the so-called Freshman HiU. This
is at the crest of the first rise and
curve

in

from the

was

temity buildings on its property. The
Chapter, January 7, 1883, retained F.
H. Gouge of Utica as an architect. At
the Commencement meeting, June

at

CoUege Street as it ascends
Oriskany VaUey to the cam

pus, and about a quarter of a mile
below the present Chapter house.
The Psi dwelt on this
property, now

occupied by Lambda Chi Alpha, for
forty years. Its neighbors were Delta
Kappa Epsilon on the dowTi-hiU side,

new

house should not be a mere 'lodge,"
such as Sigma Phi and Alpha Deka
Phi had, but
could live."
At that

Hoyt '70,

a

"home where members

period

Charles KimbaU

Signor '70,
county judge,

Isaac Smith

district attomey and

a
a

member of the Executive Council of
Psi Upsilon, Charles Frederic Goss

'73, Chauncey Shaffer Tmax '75, Fred
Holhster Fay '77, and George Eari
Dunham '79, were among those influ
ential in

affairs. As a news
paper man, he was editor of the Utica
Daily Press for over thirty years, Dun
ham was able to keep in touch with
the

Chapter

Chapter and with the alumni. He
had much to do wdth raising the
money for the Psi's new home. Long
clerk of the Board of Tmstees of his
Ahna Mater, he was
generous in his
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benefactions

to

CHAPTERS

Hamilton and to die

^^^-

Constmction

slow.

in

was

to

furnish die

July

the house

was

1885, the year in which

Early
completed, steps

it

At

on

new

were taken
home of the Psi.

Commencement meeting
1, members subscribed $595

a

ward

a

on

to-

of $2,500. This indifinancial hazard of the new

mortgage

cates the

undertaking.

Tuesday, "with
before
the
singing
meeting." Music
has been knportant in the Ike of the
Psi, particularly during the years in
which Paul A. Fancher, Gamma '10,
has been a member of the faculty and
director of the college choir.
From the Psi have come many of
the beautkul songs of Psi
Upsilon.
The Rev.

Moses E. Dunham

'47,

wrote "Here We Bkid Our Hearts

These hazards

vember, 1885,

cises every second

m

persisted. In Noorder to pay off the

Forever"; Lawrence
"Psi U.

Jolhty";

D. Olmstead

Robert N.

'78,

Hawley

building contractors, a mortgage was
placed on the furniture. Money trouhies continued, and January 23, 1886,

'79, "Come, Brothers, Now With One
Accord," and "Sing To Psi Upsilon";
and Daniel W. WardweU '05, "Heart-

the father of Frank Gardner '87, took
a bkl of sale for the furniture and assumed the debts, most of which were

Enshrined Psi U." But from the pen
of Willard Fiske '51, have come fifteen of the
songs in the Song Book,

Hquidated eventually.
Albert RemmgtonKesskiger '88, of
Rome, N. Y., was for more tiian fifty
years one of the Chapter's most loyal

including "Hymn of Welcome," "Psi
Epsilon Hymn," "The Psi Upskon
Queen," "The Echo of Psi Upsilon,"
"Psi Upsilon National Song," "The
Mystic Band," "The Maiden Fair,"
"The Owl Song," "Meine Braut," and

supporters. Like Dunham, he

was a

and a neighbor, hvdozen miles of the cam-

man

newspaper
ing within a

pus. Together with Frank Gardner
'87, Edward North Smith '90, Wilham

Frederic

others.

Frank

Hoyt Wood,

Pi

'91,

came

to

Hamilton in 1902 to teach American
For many years he

the

Canough '93, Byron BrowTi
Frank De La Noy Briggs
'96,
Taggart
'98, Henry Hamilton Pease '99, Roy
Weed Yawger '99, John Emerson
Becker '03, James S. Carmer '03, J.

Dunham, the builder of the first Psi
house, was the hard-driving news-

WiUard Huff '03�to

paper

man,

seeing

the

name

but

a

few

among many� Kessinger
loyal
and devoted supporter of the Psi.
was a

The minutes reveal much of the

Chapter's activity. Aprk 18, 1893,

a

named
arrange for
the Semi-Centennial of the Psi. By
committee

was

to

January 15, 1895, preparations

were

under way for the Convention, which
was held
May 10-12. The proceedof
ings
September 14, 1895, record
the beginning of another Psi custom�
a

Chapter meeting with hterary exer153

histoty.

and

center

personification

silon at Hamilton. While

was

of Psi

UpGeorge E.

pressed with work
Chapter on a "hello"

and
and

Dr. Wood

was the
counselor
and
friend,
patient
always
visited by the alumni on their retum

"good-bye" basis.

to

Clinton. A bachelor and

a

most

understanding member of the faculty,
"Woody" always had time to listen to
the troubles of the boys in whom he
had

an

honest interest. He did not

smoke, drink
ducted

a

sociation

or

meeting
or

He conof the Athletic As-

play gok.

preached

in the Stone

OF

ANNALS

Church at Clinton, as circumstances
required. No one remembers hearing
his voice raised in anger or recaUs
any bitter word spoken by him.

During the years when President
Stryker was for most under
graduates a rather fearsome person,
"Woody" became the father confes
sor for the
college. Members of all
M. W.

groups

unveiled their

troubles

most

in

him their

front of his

fireplace, telling
personal problems. For

the Psi

petitioners: Frank H.
Wood, Pi '91, Albert R. Kessinger '88,
Paul B. Wilhams '08, Robert D. Era
ser '08, Leon G. Ross '08. The three

members of the 1908 delegation were
devoted to "Woody." Until 1934,
when Eraser died, they might have
been described as the unofficial "three
musketeers" for the Psi. As individ

to

began to occupy a
the
larger place
campus scene.
The house built by the DunhamKessinger newspaper combine was in
1908 becoming inadequate. Hamilton
was

about

to

double its enrollment.

The Psi had adhered to its

policy

But the members of the

Psi, acknowl
the
saw that
trend,
edging
they must
move
the
if
Hill,"
"up
they were to
hold their

place.
"Woody" who had seen the Chap
ter through the modernization of the
first house

the

top of Freshman
the
first to realize
Hkl,
among
that another move must be made.
His fraternal zeal, never
flamboyant,
at

was

always

the side of

simple,
loyal friendhness, must have touched
the hearts of the undergraduates then
was

on

associated with him.
The certificate of

they were remarkably different,
they were as one in their loyalty
Hamilton and thek aspirations for

but

the Psi. Wilhams and Ross continued
into 1941

as

alumni trustees of the

Chapter.
The

new

house which

was

to

the ultimate home of the Psi

"Woody's"
were

lege

be

was

idea. While the alumni

still reluctant
control which

to

accept the col

a

campus site in

volved, he foresaw the growth of the

college and recognized the need for
a
larger home close to the campus.

of

occupying college property, be
ing reluctant to accept the control
which that situation would imply.
not

dated De

shows these

Sigma Phi had the social and financial
prestige which Alpha Delta Phi was
trying to challenge. But in the under
graduate affections neither group had
anyone to compare with "Woody."
Because the Psi shared the college re
it

Upsilon,

cember 14, 1915, as filed with the
Secretary of the State of New York,

uals

on

of Psi

Chapter

his presence on the Hill was a bless
ing and a ladder to a better status.

spect for him,

UPSILON
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Then fate intervened. At the end of
his

junior year Fred E. Joralemon '08,
Williams' room-mate, was drowmed.
An only child, his parents were
cmshed by his death. His father, a
architect in Buffalo, N. Y.,
time, encouraged the Psi to think
about a new house, proposing to do

prominent
in

something in memory of his son.
Considering the times favorable,
"Woody" encouraged the undertak
ing.

Dunham "returned to the

with the

prestige

of his

long

wars,"
record

the Board of Tmstees of his Alma
Mater. Kessinger stood by, as did

on

Briggs, Pease, Gardner, Carmer, Ser
Johnson, Fay, Selfridge, ToU and

ven,

Goss, to name but a few among many.

incorporation

of

the Alumni Association of the Psi

The alumni rallied
the new enterprise.

as one

to

support

THE

At

the

commencement

C

H

reunion

June 17, 1916, incorporation of the
was
reported, in

Alumni Association

accordance with the instructions of
the year before. It was further re
ported that forty of the two hundred
then

hving

themselves
thus

Psi alumni had
to

formally

paying

join

the

pledged

organization

estabhshed

on a

dues-

basis.

Conditions created by the World
interrupted aU thought of build
ing in 1917 or 1918. But at the reunion

June 14, 1919, action began,
appointment of a building

with the
commit

composed of Dr. Frank H. Wood,
'91, Professor Paul A. Fancher,
Gamma '10, John Sawyer Fitch '08,
Francis D. WiUoughby '09, and Wal
lace B. Johnson '15; and of a finance
tee

Pi

of Paul B. Wil

composed

hams '08, Rufus T. Griggs '69, Frank
D. Briggs '98, Wkham J. Quinn '01,
and Harold L. Cross '13.
In the

of the Anderson
the
site
property,
only
immediately
to
the
had
come on
adjacent
campus,
the market. It was purchased by the

spring part

of Delta

Tau

chapter
Kappa Epsilon
by Dr. Wood, to protect the in
terest of the Psi. Subsequently the Psi
acquired through this transaction the
present site fronting CoUege Street
and arranged with Delta Kappa Epsi
and

lon for the

P

T

E

R

S

the reunion of June 13, 1920, a:uthorized the building committee to pro
ceed with construction "at such time
as the committee deems wise."

Building began in the spring of
in January, 1922, the house
was
completed. Title was transferred
1921, and

to the Alumni Association

1922. The

joint use of the road which

and interest

January 7,

has leased it at

Chapter

rental which

War

committee

A

a

insurance, taxes
the mortgage, which

covers
on

paid off by 1950. The land,
furnishings cost more
building
should be

and

than $100,000.
During the first decade of the new
house the Chapter and the Alumni

heavy burden,
lighter during the

Association carried

which became

depression

no

a

of the 1930's. With great

credit both groups strove consistently
the obligations which they

to meet

of $25,000
each from Mr. Joralemon and from
George E. Dunham '79, provided

had assumed.

Bequests

substantial assistance in
that

by

property

so

problem

was more

clearing

the

1940 the financial

reasonable, with

favorable outlook for less

costly

operations during succeeding

years.

a

In the last two decades Hamilton

doubled
Chapter has
has

its

enrollment.

followed
standards of social and
duct have

come

standards of

into

The

suit.

New

college

con

vogue. The
much above

living are
prevailed thirty

laid out to reach the site of the
"Dekes' new home, directly north of

those which

and

ninety-eight years
of Joseph R.
Hawley '47, Guy Humphrey McMas

was

years

"

adjoining

the Psi's

For several years

had been

property.

undergraduates

out life insurance

taking
pohcies of $1,000, payable to the
Chapter, and pledges to the bukding
fund had been made by alumni. The
plans prepared by Mr. Joralemon for
a house to accommodate
thirty men
had long since been approved and

ago.
As

we

review the

of the Psi, the

names

'47, WiUard Fiske '51, Charles
Dudley Warner '51, hold a high place
ter

in the annals of the

Chapter.

The

Reverend Samuel Hawley Adams '63,
pastor of one of the largest Methodist
Churches in Chicago; William Mor-

ris Butier

'70, famous

New York doc

1876-79.
There have been six hundred and
seventy persons who had trod the
classic haUs of the Psi. Of tiiese three

N.

Y.,
Presbyterian Church, Auburn,
President of Pritchett CoUege of
Glasgow, Mo.; Henty KitcheU Web
ster '97, noted Chicago novelist; Ar

hundred and
The

in

thur BuUard '03, editor, author,
1917 director of the Russian Division

ber

Department,

"big

editor,

active in

Hoyts, "Chariey" Goss,

die

Dunhams, the Carmers, A. R. Serven,
Arthur Sekridge, Tom Gale, Rufus

Griggs,
Briggs,

Frank
"Hank"

Gardner, "Bkdy"
Pease, "Johnny"

Becker, George Kingsley, father and
son, the Wardwells, "Wally" John
son, the Stanley brothers, Roy Per
kins, the Woods brothers, the Eddy
clan, "Bob" Higbie, Miller Cross, are
but a few of the many Psi men who

wealthy financiers, few
prominent in pubhc hfe,�in

elected to

tant

Chapter

Psi
Psi

Edward Chitten

Ray '70, 1870-71; John Henry
Pinckney '51, 1871-72; and

Hobart

The author has relied

lieavily

on

Scholarship),

as

story of the genera

in the annals of the Psi.

the twihght sings,
the dawn rephes;
mom to
night the echo flings,
echo sweet that never dies;
mom to
night the echo flings.
echo sweet that never dies.

UpsUon
Upsilon

And
The
And
The

the Executive Coun

Upsilon:

Rhodes

beginning about 1920 is written,
it will provide a new and more impor

the Pi. Three members of the Psi

den

a

tion

of the Gamma and Frank Wood of

cil of Psi

neighborhood college,

a

life." When the

To these must be added Paul Fancher

on

no

business men, scientists and other ex
ponents of the "American way of

have influenced the Ike of Hamilton.

have served

no

famous in

nothing in Colonial
starting
to the sup
dedicated
and
early
days
port of leaming and religion, pre
sented no formula for "get rich
quick" or easy prominence.
But the college continues today,
more
vigorous than ever in its his
the Psi is a vital and impor
and
tory,
tant part of its hfe. Recent members
appear in the records of the Chapter
as scholars (Peter Carl Hoch '38, was

the work of his Ahna Mater, have
added lustre to the Psi.
The

no

from

Paul B. Williams '08,

Daily Press,

produced

hving.

ahnost

no

Hamilton,

of Nations; Howard
Carter Dickinson '05, brilliant New
Utica

are

"headline names."
This is due partially to the fact that

Washington,
of the League

lawyer;

has

short, ahnost

later active in the work

York

thirty-nine

business men,"

men

a mem

Pubhc Information at

on

Chapter

ventors,

the World War of the

during

Committee

and

Signor '70, 1874-75,

Smidi

Isaac

tor; the Reverend Charles Carroll
Hemenway '74, pastor of the Central

of the State
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Wniard Fiske '51.

A

Williams '08. Use lias also been made

History of the Psi written by Paul B.
of A History of the Psi by Robert M.

Langdon '40.
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P T E R

W^ESLEYAN University

As the first decade of Psi

Upsilon

close, the tenth
drawing
the
was established at
Xi,
Chapter,
Wesleyan University, Middletown,
to

was

a

November 20, 1843.
Connecticut,
The coUege, founded twelve years
before, had a student body of one
hundred and ten and a faculty of
on

eight. To provide for the social Ike
lacking under the strict rules of this
institution of learning, a number of
local societies had naturally sprung
up, among them Kappa Delta Phi, a
society which had been organ
March 11, 1840, by eight un

secret

ized

on

One of the

dergraduates.
founders

original
Beekman

Stephen

was

Bangs, Delta '43, who finished his
education at New York University,
where as a member of the Delta, he
was

play

to

an

role in the

important

establishment of the Xi.
North
two

John

'41, and Daniel Ayres '42,

others

ultimately
Chapter.
to

W.

were

become

mary

new

organization

objects

temity,

as

mutual

well

as

had

as

pri

and fra

loyalty
hteraty improve

began to rival the older
societies, the Mystical Seven

ment. It
secret

soon

Eclectic, for domination of the
coUege. In October, 1841, the name
and

of the

society

Sigma

Theta

tion with

a

was

changed to Kappa

result of its affiha
sophomore society of that
as a

Yale.
Although several new members
were initiated
during the following
year, the opposition of rival organiza
tions, the graduation of many of the
name

active

at

members

of

Theta in 1842, and the loss of Stephen
Bangs to New York University, left
the
society seriously weakened.

Among the members whose enthusi
asm
kept the society alive were Fran
cis N. Bangs, Delta '45, and Joseph J.
Lane '45. During the following year
the progress

remarkable that
in June, 1843, the group had attained
a
position of commanding influence
was so

in the hfe of the

Through

college.

the influence of

Stephen

Bangs, Delta '43, who had attended
Wesleyan for three years, and Luther
W. Peck, Delta '45, the apphcation to
the Delta for a charter of Psi Upsilon
B.

reported favorably at a meeting
June 26, 1843. A formal petition for
a charter, drawTi up by William C.

was

'44, Oran Faville '44, and
Ehsha B. Harvey '45, was sent to the
Prescott

Fraternity held
Theta, July 26-27, which
favorably on the matter. June

Convention of the
with the

acted

27, 1843, Wilham Taylor, Theta '38,

members of the Xi
The

November 20, 1843

Kappa Sigma

wTote from New York to his
An old

Society

has

apphed

town

WiUiam

in the

for

a

CoUege

Chapter:
at

Middle-

charter!

Willcox, Deka '43,
July 5, 1843, con

H.

vnrote to the Theta

cerning

the

petitioners:

We have before us a petition from about
fifteen members of the Wesleyan Univer
for a Chapter of our Society in
sity
that institution: We have in our coUege
three from that all of whom are ^Y and
who are personally acquainted with the
apphcants and speak of them as the flower
There is in the institu
of the CoUege
tion no society simUar to our own. The
Gamma we hear have given its most de
cided approval of the apphcation and the
Delta is also favorably inclined.
...

.

.

.

On November 16, 1843, a letter
from Stephen B. Bangs, Delta '43, re

ported

the

with the

Delta,

of the

petition
Chapters of Psi Upsilon. The
success

it is recorded in

a

letter written

Febmary 15, 1844, had
favorable replies from all

the Theta

to

received
but the Theta, and from Ward Mc
Lean, Theta '43, had heard, appar
ently incorrectly, that the Theta ac

vember 18, 1843, to Middletown to
install the Xi, which contained a neg
ative vote�too

records the

the

case.

Arriving

in

late, however. The let

delight

that such

was

work,

Middletown, Novem

and Russell Z. Mason '44, who were
to serve as ushers in the instaUation

Chapter of a national Greek-letter
fraternity, was held at the Mansion
House, with Bangs acting as "initia
tion master."

the Xi installed. These
seventeen men were the first of one
thousand one hundred and ninetywas

eight Wesleyan Psi U's, of whom five
hundred and forty survive. In point
of numbers the Xi is surpassed only
by the Beta and the Zeta. From the

Avery

held five notable Conventions of Psi

Upsilon.
Adams

study

The seventeen charter members

Upsilon

writes:

Hallock '16, 1927-37. In die
haUs of die Xi in the years 1848, 1865,
1877, 1897, and 1921 were to be

ceremony. The initiation which was
estabhsh at Wesleyan the first

on

monumental

Seven others who had belonged to Kappa
Delta Phi or to Kappa Sigma Theta, were
immediately elected to membership. Four
of these, S. C. DUlingham, Daniel Ayres,
Jr., J. W. North, and Micale J. Talbot, Jr.,
were
subsequently initiated at different
times and places. The other three were
never initiated.

A.

to

initiated into Psi

a

ranks of the Xi were to come three
devoted members of the Executive
Council�Charles Wesley Smkey '74,
1876-84; George Skas Coleman '76,
1897-1921, long the Secretaty; and

ber 18, 1843, Stephen B. Bangs, Delta
'43, initiated WiUiam C. Prescott '44,

were

the Xi is

History of

Thus

quiesced. A letter was finally received
by Bangs after he had departed No

ter
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and

"spent

his Ike in

invention";

Rust

eminent Methodist

of Wilberforce

No

general
"an
head

was

clergyman,"
University; Faville,

a

vember 20, 1843. They voted to caU
the new Chapter the Xi. The fathers

prominent educator, Lieutenant-Gov
ernor of Iowa; Mason, a
metallurgist

of the Xi

and President of Lawrrence Univer

were�
Henry Wright Adams
and Richard Sutton Rust, of the class
of 1841; Oran Faville, RusseU Zelotes

sity.

Mason, Charles Thomas Pooler, Wil
liam Chase Prescott, and James
Strong, of the class of 1844; Elisha

Boanerges Harvey, Eh Hubbard; Jo
seph Jameson Lane, and Hiram Fran
cis Savage, of the class of 1845; Dixon
Alexander, Zebina Thomas Dean,
bert

Schuyler Graves,

gess '47. Karl P.

Al

Lewis Fuller

Jones, and Charles SiUiman
of the class of 1846, and

was

"a noted

teacher";

distinguished theological professor
and writer." Harvey and Jones were
lawyers of note; Hubbard and Lane
clergymen and educators; Savage, a
teacher; Graves,

George
Harrington '82, whose

a

prominent Meth

odist minister, "learned Principal of
Cazenovia Seminary"; Alexander and
Dean

KendaU,
Bur

Pooler

Prescott "held in London for many
years knportant positions"; Strong "a

dall

a

physicians

merchant.
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and surgeons; Ken

manufacturer; and Burgess

a
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the early years members
elected and initiated at any
meeting, the election and initiation

every other week. The literary programs were fuU and varied. The members took an active part in the public

frequently occurring

literary exercises of the college. It is
significant that the successful public
literary exercises of the Chapter at

During

were

at

one

time� a

which continued until 1860.

practice
On August 22, 1860,
members

were

thirteen new
initiated at once, a

hitherto

proceeding

unparalleled

the Commencement of 1851
first of their kind

in

the Xi. In August, 1861, the fifteen
members of the celebrated class of
1865 became members of the Xi.
An attic

room

the northeast
Streets

lege

corner

was

meeting place.

building

held

leased

as

a

corner

commodious

quarters

were

cises

of

rooms

1861

a new

of die

became
hall

on

cramped, and,

early days the growth of
Chapter has been constant. By
1852 the Xi could boast of having attained a commanding position; it had
die highest membership of the secret
societies at Wesleyan. Calvin S. Harrington'52,was president of die senior
From the

class. In that year three Xi men were
elected to Phi Beta Kappa; 1853, five;
and 1855, the whole delegation. Interest in the intellectual program of
die Chapter was high, but k did not
interfere with the main purpose of
In

Karl P.

men.

Harrington '82, records with

precision the hfe of die Xi. Debate
featiired, occurring regularly

was

exer-

plays

being given in
Julius Caesar and

were

Lear in 1863.

began in its early years. No
Chapter has added more to the rich
store of beautiful Psi Upsilon songs.
The eleventh edkion of Songs of Psi
Upskon Fraternity contains fortytwo written by Xi men. Calvin S. Harrington's "Dear Old Shrine," "Con
vention Ode," "The Diamond Song"
( written for the Convention of 1865 )

,

"After the Battie," "Carmen Animi";
Charles W. Winchester's "Reunion

Song,"

"The

Mystic Letters," "Song

Kari P. Harrington's
"Round Our Altar"; and Oscar Kuhn's
To Psi

Upskon";

"Evening Song,"

"The Psi U Sum-

mons,"
Joys," "At Home In Psi
U," to name but a few among many,
"Psi U

priceless herkage which future
generations of Psi U's wiU cherish.
are a

1855 both the valedictorian and the
Xi

Quintennial

until 1891. In 1857 the

noted

the

were

Com-

The phenomenal interest in singing
for which the Xi has always been

in

Fagan Building was leased and

salutatorian

later

persisting

King

the fourth floor

Fraternity, good fellowship.

succeeding

on

1862, and parts of

furnished. There a "Jolly Convocation" was held on December 20, 1861.

the

imitated

serious

a

number of years. But with the growth
of the University and of the Xi even
these

again

first attempt at Chapter dramatics
was made with the production of the
classic "Box and Cox" and parts of

more

used for

so-

were

the 1856 Commencement and

Quadrennial,

was

the

Wesleyan. They

the

by the other secret societies of Wesleyan, the tradition of

on

on

given by

were

secret

mencements

regular

Main and Court Streets. These

at

were

near

of Main and Col-

The first

Brewer's Store

over

a

ciety

meeting
July 6, 1844. In Aprk,
Chapter moved into rooms

held there

1847, the

in

at

a

Karl P. Harrington '82, records the
life of the Xi year by year. At the
annual reunion in 1864 certain weU
known

159

men

who were

not

undergrad-

uate members of the

college,

such

ternity had

as

ated.

James

Chaque eating

club

was

reanimated,

Psi U institution, and a new board
ing place was found for it.
a

At the reunion held in 1866

appointed

and scientific subjects
piu-sue liberty
and to improve its members in general
education, and also for the pmpose of es

a com

tabhshing

in the fall to

architect's plans and alumni
support for the proposed new haU,

Subscriptions by
possible for Calef
to purchase for $700 on Aprk 1, 1867,
comer

non

new

hall

on

tions

Karl P.

anniversaty saw the end of a
glorious quarter centuty for the Xi.

in

Ike, enthusiastic devotion to Psi Upsi
lon, and plans for an individual Chap

writes:

ter House. It

Chapter

was on

the occasion of

this reunion that Calvin S.

beloved

Harring

"Shrine

Song" was
adopted as the final expression of fra;

ton's

ternal affection and devotion.
Wilham J. Smith '70, contiibutes
interesting reminiscences of the Xi of
his

day:

The spirit of the Chapter was eminentiy
fratemaf. We were a group of brothers

always giving

than

we

nity

in

much but

receiving more
a
singing Frater

gave. We were
die lodge, and then going up
College St. we made the welkin ring with
our
hearty Psi UpsUon songs as we ap
proached the imiversity at a late hour. The
social element was decidedly prominent.
Great attention was given to the matter of

scholarship.
In the haUs of the Xi in die

early

years
many who were worthily
to fiU aU the positions and dignities
of life. Mention has been made of
were

owners.

eye to the erection of a
House and the holding of

an

valuable property the
Xi Chapter of The Psi

Chapter could boast of eminence
scholarship, leadership in coUege

The

subscrip

Wesleyan, hke other coUeges in the 60's,
had not yet visuahzed the social develop
ments that have taken
place within the
last two generations in coUege Fratemity
life. A Fratemity building, if it could any
where be afforded, was thought of primarUy as a hall where from thne to time
the brotherhood would meet and cany on
their regular programs. If there were any
approximate pattern in the minds of mem
bers of the Xi of Psi Upsilon in those days,
it was probably derived from a contempla
tion of the buUdings belonging to the senior
societies at Yale CoUege. "iTie tomb-like
structures which so long housed SkuU and
Bones and ScroU and Keys were, to be
sure, more costly and magnificent than the
relatively impoverished students of Wes
leyan could hope to imitate. Yet something
of that general type of structure, looking
perhaps more like a church than a society
buildtog, was evidently in the minds of
those who were eager that Psi Upsilon at
Wesleyan should have a home of its ovra,
independent of other organizations or
With

Secretary;

Copeland '67, Treasurer.
reunion marking the twenty-^

The

obtained.

Harrington '82,

Carhart '69,

fifth

of Willys Avenue and Mt. Ver

were soon

S.

Melvin B.

the northeast

Street. Several generous

libraty.

general

Hemy

gave their report.
the alumni made it
lot for the

a

affairs of the association
were to be managed by a Board of
Tmstees. The origkial incorporators
were Arthur B. Calef '51,
President;^

The

secure

a

mentioned

to

mittee, consisting of Arthur B. Calef
'51, Calvin S. Harrington '52, and
James C. Van Benschoten '54, that
had been

been authorized by the
30, 1867. The

legislature September
articles of incorporation
as the
primary object

Pike '42, were initi
In April, 1866, the Chique

Colonel
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the charter members. The

incorporated
Upskon Fra-

tions

during

the Xi's first

delega

twenty-five

years contained Wklard F. MallaUeu
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Built in 1893
Connecticut
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1870-1873
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of 1879
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'57,

a

Methodist
M.

CHAPTERS

Episcopal Bishop;

Philadelphia lawyer. George E. King
'59, served as Attorney General of the

James
King '62, James C. W. Coxe
'63, Henry Baker '64, Alexander H.
Tuttle 66, Emory J.
Haynes '67,
all
'68,
Ensign McChesney
prominent

Province of New Brunswick. George
L. Roberts '59, was, for many years,

'

clergymen. Several
presidents� Erastus

became

counsel for the American

college

Telegraph Company. James Pike
was a
Congressman from New
Hampshire. Cornelius Cole '47, who

Wentworth '37,
President of McKendree College;
Francis S. Hoyt '44, President of Wklamette University; James A. Dean
'47, head of many institutions;

'42,

served first in the House of
tatives and then

Joseph

ham
was

professor

Secretaty

at Wes

career

an

University, and the Xi kept pace wdth
vigorous and active Ike begin
ning to develop in the college.
Karl P. Harrington '82, records the
many important events in the life of
the Chapter. In 1868 a committee of
new

a

distinguished

appointed

to

following year, and first used by
Chapter on June 17, 1870. An in
novation in technique appeared with
the election of a general cultivation
the

committee of nine, three from each of

the lower classes, to carry on the cam
paign for the foUow^ing year, and in
the fall of 1872 the results of the new

the

was

was

the

ardent supporter of the

'57,

undertake a
song book, which was concluded

three

Omicron.

H. Sutton

Erastus

the

F.

John W. North '41, was "active in
organization of the Free Soil
Party and the Republican Party."
Seth P. Holway '51, a lawyer; Wilham

profession.

The year 1868 witnessed the begin
ning of many changes in Wesleyan

in educational institutions and

long

'69, made his mark

nalistic and editorial work.

leaming. Augustus
Nightingale '66, had a distinguished
was

as

'37, William R. BagnaU
Albert
H.
'40,
Hoyt '50, were audiors
of note. Orange Judd '47, Benjamin
F. Burnham '53, Jesse L. Hurlbut '64,
Wilham V. Kelley '65, James Mudge
'65, Albert J. Nast '68, and Joseph D.
Weeks '69, achieved eminence in jour

Alma Mater and the Xi, were among
the Chapter's many contributions to
of

served

Wentworth

Harrington '52, long a
distinguished professor of classics at
his Alma Mater; James C. Van Ben
schoten '54, during four decades pro
fessor of Greek Language and Litera
ture at Wesleyan; George L. Westgate '65, first professor of History and
Political Economy at his Alma Mater;
Robert M. Cumnock '68; Henry S.
Carhart '69, professor of Physics at
Michigan; and Caleb T. Winchester
'69, at Wesleyan and Wells College,
one of the most
outstanding sons of
seats

Northrop '68,

of the State of Connecticut.

in the medical

Calvin S.

our

the Government Printer.

Francis E. Porter

leyan University. Harvey B. Lane '35,
noted

Represen

Senator from Cali

was a

David W.

President and Trustee of Ohio Wes
a

as

personal friend of Abra
Lincoln. Henty A. Coolidge '47,

fornia,

King '47, the President of Fort
Edward CoUegiate Institute; Jabez
Brooks '50, President of Hamhne Uni
versity and Professor at Minnesota;
George E. Reed '69, of Dickinson
CoUege; and Charles H. Payne '56,
E.

long was
leyan.

Telephone

and

plan

were

of nine

notable,

being
27, including
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brilliant George S.
a
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the
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Coleman '76, who

was

destined

to

in the Xi

play an important part
Chapter and in the Executive Coun
cil of the Fratemity. A committee was
appointed to preserve any sugges
tions on "scholarship," and a tabular
list of prizes taken by Xi men pre
pared to be framed in the hall.

UPSILON

rington '52,
U

and the

Doxology."

singing of the "Psi
Harrington

Professor

said at the dedication:
feel

I

hke

more

joy than

for

ctying

speaking; since sitting here I have been
I hope our new
thinking of old times
dress wiU make us legitimately proudproud to behave ourselves better because
...

better dressed. We shaU have an
in omr step and a fire in the eye
unknown before, but with oiu: new cloth
ing comes new responsibiUty as to how we
behave. This haU should be a force of cul
Psi U should be the heart of the
ture
college, and this haU the heart of Psi U.
we

are

elasticity

...

The

acquisition

house all its
enormous

Karl P.

own

of

a

became

asset in the

Harrington '82,

fraternity
at

once an

life of the Xi.
writes:

was now able to feel
home independent of the
moves or tenancies of matrons or hostesses
The new house was also, of course, a
genuine help in cultivation seasons, for it
set the Xi ahead of its rivals definitely
and objectively for a number of years. The
fiirst of the other Fraternities to emulate
the example of Psi U was Phi Nu Theta,
whose new hall on what is now called
Wesleyan Place provided somewhat similar
accommodations in 1882.

Chique Chaque

that it had
.

Xi House

of 1878

Daniel Dorchester

'74,

writes inter

estingly of the Chapter in his college
days: "The spirit of the Chapter was
a
hearty good feUowship." By a
comprehensive new set of by-laws
adopted at the beginning of 1874r-75,
the Chapter was divided into four
standing committees: scholarship, lit
erary culture, Fraternity and Chapter
workings; and music and social cul
ture.

Thek mutual stimulation

sulted in various

improvements

had been

purchased on Broad Street,
just north of Court. On January 22,
1878, the last meeting was held in the
house

was

first

oc

cupied February 1, 1878, when sim
ple dedicatory exercises were held.
The exercises were opened with
prayer

by

Burdick '82, distin
scholar, lawyer, and Dean

guished

Emeritus of the School of Law of the

of Kansas, wrote, in a let
author, of his days in the Xi:

University
ter to the

re

hfe.
Ground was broken for the new
Chapter house on June 27, 1877. A lot

new

.

Wkham L.

Luxury

in the

Chapter

old haU. The

.

a

Professor Calvin S. Har

was

most Psi U

imknown in those

days

in

circles, but evety reasonable.

need for comfortable and decent hving
was
supplied. At the Xi we had oiu' own
chapter house with an inspiringly decorated
assembly room, and dining room where we
took all our meals. Students, however, did
not lodge there but had rooms in the
dormitories.
Oiu weekly chapter meetings were con
ducted with great dignity, one night each
month being given up to entertainments
followed by refreshments. Rotating com
mittees prepared the
programs for these

"big nights." Plays were presented on some
nights, musical programs on others, and
162

Xi

Xi

Chapter

of 1880

Delegation of

1885

Xi

Chapter

Xi

Chapter

of 1928

of 1940

THE
various
to

CHAPTERS

specialties, if obtainable, from time
These revel-nights were always
to members, however, and
only

While here

time.

limited
members took part.
At almost evety meeting one or more
alumni visited us and they were always
caUed upon for remarks. Always the bur
den of their talks was the honor and ideals
of the fratemity and they always inspired
us with their words.
There were few "society" occasions in
those days, only one dancing party each
year and an open house and reception near
commencement time. Our men were all
students and to top all fratemities in schol
arship was the great goal. Rowing and
base-ball were om: chief athletics, modern
foot-ball not then being bom, although we
played the old Enghsh game. No member
was
sought, however, for his athletic stand
ing, that was merely incidental. Character
and scholastic ability were the things that
made pledges desirable.

To celebrate the

Back o'er the

was

Life in the

a

birthday

of

our

queen.

misty past.

fifty

new

auspiciously.

Chapter

House

The ideal of all-

around manhood was exemplified.
The Xi, during this period, undoubt

edly enjoyed the highest favor of all
the fraternities in Middletown.
Karl P.
Thus

Harrington '82,

wrote:

the end of the 19th centmy the
held a proud and exalted
position among the other Fraternities at
Wesleyan, in all the fields of college life
and endeavor, intellectual, hteraty, amletic,
musical, social, and moral. Within the waUs
of the Chapter house the finest Psi U
ideals of manliness and mutual devotion
were
upheld unchanging throughout the
years, and a vital connection with a large
body of loyal alumni.
at

Xi of Psi

1885 Professor Van Benscho
At

spacious

see once more

started

ten had become President of the Cor

it

within these

years that intervene.
the little, faithful band
Of brothers found by friendship warm
and true.
Who in the cause of truth and brotherhood
First laid the comer stone of our Psi U
We

During the eighties the need of a
Chapter house which would be
nearer the college and would afford
dormitoty space became more appar

poration.

meet

Our eyes turn backward to the

new

ent. In

we

halls.

meeting in June, 1887,
purchase what was

Upsilon

During

the last three decades of

the nineteenth

voted to

centuty many prom
members of die Xi.

beyond doubt the most eligible lot in

inent

towTi, situated on the southeast cor
ner of
High and College Streets, di
rectly opposite North College, of

accomplishments of some have
been noted. George H. McCrew '70,
George Skene '75, Timothy P. Frost
'76, Alpha G. Kynett '78, Bishop Her
bert Welch '87, Methodist Episcopal
Bishop and President of Ohio Wes
leyan University, Charles O. Judkins
'95, Bishop John Gowdy '97, and Leon
The

nearly 25,000 square feet, Ground was
broken for the

new

house

on

Tues

day, June 23, 1891. Large subscrip
were made toward its
financing.
The house was to be constructed of
granite with mottled "Pompeian
brick" with brownstone trimming.

tions

K. Willman

3, 1893.

Simple dedicatory

Several members of the Xi be
came heads of academic institutions

exercises

held June 27, 1893, ahnost fifty
years after the Xi had been estab
hshed at Wesleyan. Professor L. O.
Kuhns '85, read his beautiful poem,
"Our Fraternity Home."

'97, achieved note as min

isters of the various denominations.

The first regular meeting in the new
house of the Xi was held on Februaty
were

men were

�Henty

L. Osborn

President

of

'78, twice Acting

Hamline

University;
John Gowdy '97, President, AngloChinese College; Joseph Beech '99,
President of West China University.
Benjamin Gill '70, John H. Lowonan
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Howard A. Sutton '95; Harold
Meeker '98; and Harry R. Stone
George W. EUiott '73, Charies
'74, Charies D. Clarke

'71, Daniel Dorchester '74, John P.
Gordy '78, Henty L. Osbom '78, Wk
ham W. McCkton '81, Wilham E.
Mead '81, WiUiam L. Burdick '82,
Karl P. Harrington '82, Henry S.
Whke '82, Wilham J. James '83, Brad
ford O. Mclntire '83, Albert R. Sweet
ser '84, Oscar Kuhns '85, Frederick S.
Woods '85, Wilham C. Gordon '88,
Frank B. Dains '90, Frederick S.
Goodrich '90, Frederick W. Hannan,
'90, Lewis G. Westgate '90, Lincoln
R. Gibbs '92, Charies G. Goodrich '93,
Lewis F. Pilcher '93, and Edwin O.
Smith '93, became professors in our
many seats of leaming.
Darius Baker '70, was
the

a

Justice

Court of Rhode
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Smkey

E. Hamed

ert

eminence in

'99, have achieved

journahsm

and editorial

Gordy '80,

Kari P. Har

work.
Wilbur F.

rington '82,

Joseph

Frederic L. Knowles

'94,
Ferris
'95,
Denburg

K. Van

Greenslet '97, manager of Houghton,
Mkflin and Co., and Burdette R.
Buckingham '99, have been authors of

of

Island;

note.

The sudden transformations in col

life

lege

the twentieth

wrought by

preme Court of New York; Frank H.
Richmond '87, Assistant Attomey

century left their impress

General and judge in Porto Rico. Lev-

united Xi

college
Chapter had

forward into the

'72, was Secretary
of the State of Connecticut; Arthur L.
Andrews '75, Corporation Counsel of
Albany; Charles Phelps '75, Secretary

dently

of the State of Connecticut and Attor

and

ney General of the State; George S.
Coleman '76, Assistant Corporation

After the Armistice

depleted,

distinguished neurologist
E. LaFetra

'91, speciahst in
pediatrics; LeRoy M. Beeman '95;
naeus

one

moved confi
new

century.

only

juniors.

one

senior

sorely
mem

Fkteen freshmen

sophomore

initiated.

were
men

began

to

back to

strengthen the person
nel of the Chapter and under the cir
come

the year was a commend
A roll call showed, out of

cumstances

able

one.

the

Delaware;

and bene

with

ber and two

delegations of 1917-20, forty-five
fifty-five in the war service and
Robert F. Raymond, Jr., '17, who had
previously won the "Croix de Guerre"
out

Walker '81, Attomey for
the New York Central Railroad.
Many Xi men have made their mark
in the medical profession� Benjamin
J. Adams '74; Frank K. HaUock '82,
factor of Alma Mater; Ralph H. Pom
eroy '87; John E. Loveland '89; Lin

the life

The faU of 1918 found the Xi

Counsel of New York City, and Coun
sel to the Public Service Commission.
Emest Hitchcock '79, was prominent
in public hfe; Herbert H. Ward 79,

Attomey
George H.

on

fratemities. A

and ideals of

M. Hubbard

of

'78,

George H. Moore '93, Harry A.
Thompson '93, Leon I. Wood '93,
Irving E. Manchester '96, and Rob

Supreme
Raymond '81, a Judge of
the Superior Court of Massachusetts;
John C. Clark '86, Justice of the Su

General

W.

Burdett A. Rich '78, George P. Eckman
'84, Thomas D. Wells '88,

Robert F.

erett

D.

'99.

in

of

aviation,

a

prisoner

in

a

German

camp. Howard Burdick '19, had won
the D.S.C. None of the men suffered
serious

casualty.

In October of 1918 such students
were

the

as

left after the draft moved out of

Fraternity house into the college
dormitories. The demorahzation of
164
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the year

was

seen

general scholarship

C

H

only in poor
but also in vari

not

other manifestations. Extensive

ous

rebuilding operations
begun
shortly after Commencement. In the
fall of 1919 cramped quarters were
provided in a house just south of the
Alpha Delta Phi house, until the
Chapter could move into its fine
newly refurnished house in the
spring. Regular meetings had already
were

been resumed in the Xi hall.
The Xi men of the twentieth
of the

P

T

E

Chapter. George

R

S

Some of the Xi's

have

had

more

successful

careers� Everett

recent

sons

engineering

G. Ackart

'02, Clif

ford D. Meeker '02, Henty C. Sutton
'07, Austin Kuhns '15, and Stephen
A. Norton '19. Eari P. Stevenson

'16,

and Robert M. Moore '20, are expert
chemists. Henry M. Harman '17, is
engaged in research work with the
General Electric
A recent

Council at
cen

tuty have continued the high tradi
tions

A

Company.
study by the Alumni
Wesleyan was made of

the pages of "Who's Who." Of two
hundred and forty-four Wesleyan

B.

men listed, Psi
Upsilon leads the fra
Tompkins '08, Roy B. Chamberlain ternities with fifty-two. Delta Kappa
'09, Edgar A. Jones '12, Charles D. Epsilon and Alpha Delta Phi had
Broadhead '15, and George Mair '16,
thirty-five and thirty-four respec
have become clergymen of note.
tively.
Franklin H. Clapp '01, and Edwin
During what now lacks but two
C. Jones '04, have become
college years of a century of Psi Upsilon at
To
the
academic
ranks
presidents.
Wesleyan, the Xi has won many
have gone Leroy A. Howland '00,
honors in scholarship. These are
Clemens
Arthur
N.
Tasker
'02,
Harry
carefully detailed by Karl P. Har
'02, John Bentiey '04, Henty F. rington '82. Two Rhodes Scholars
Adams '05, Albert Mann '06, George
have come from the Xi�John C. R.
W. Sherbum '06, Frank L. Hewitt '09,
Whkeley '25, and John W. Bodine '33.
B.
Hasselman
H.
The leamed chronicler of the Xi
'14,
James
James
Defandorf '15, George R. Larkin '18,
sums
up the scholarship situation:

and H. B. Dolbeare '21. Solon A.
Dodds '01, James A. Corscaden '02,
and Artiiur N. Tasker '02,
SurgeonGeneral in the United States Army,
have chosen the medical profession.
Lee F. Hartman

pers

Magazine;

'01, editor of

Har

Kenneth M. Goode

'04, and AUen S. Raymond '14, have
achieved prominence in journalistic
and editorial work. Frank B. Wade
'01, Cari F. Price '02, author of many

songs, and

of the Xi's most

loyal
Durling '13, au
thor of many scenarios in Hollywood,
sons, and

one

Edgar

V.

have been writers of

note. Carlton
Hurst '17, has been in the United
States Foreign Service.

In the early day of Wesleyan, when so
cial distractions were few and there were
hardly any organized imdergraduate "ac
tivities" and no club houses, it was natural
that scholarship occupied a large place in
the esteem of every student. The ambition
to shine intellectually was a consimiing
passion. IntemaUy the Chapter hfe of the
Xi of Psi Upsilon consisted chiefly of a
weekly reunion for fraternal fellowship,
spontaneous song, and the development of
rhetorical and declamatoty proficiency;
while externally the energies of the Chap
ter were centered upon manifesting to
their fellows scholastic excellence. The '70s
and '80s saw the development of inter
collegiate rowing, football, glee clubs, and
other athletic and social features of a Wes
leyan cosmos, and elegant club houses
were built, in which a constant
compan
ionship promoted countless new interests
and luxuries. With the coming of the new

i
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century the notable growth
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of
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inter

upward scholastic movement. It is anof
esting study to trace the histoty
Chapter in scholarship.

popularity

such relaxations as are afforded by
cards, dancing, house parties, movies, and
motoring, demanded a considerable share
of attention. The undergraduate hfe of a
college became with astonishing rapidity a
strange new reflection of a remarkably
prosperous and luxmious America; and
everywhere, as well as in the Xi of Psi
Upsilon, scholarly eminence was elbowed
violently in the struggle for supremacy of
interest and devotion. CoUege Fratemities
throughout the country began to be ad
dressed by alarmed graduates, councils,
and administrators, to urge a restoration
of emphasis on what after aU is the main
concern in a
college, the cultivation of the
intellectual hfe. One of the finest of these
pleas was made by the late President Taft
in an address at the Convention hi Wash
ington in 1929. The Xi has not failed to
heed again the changing temper of the
tunes, and show gratifying results in an

the

the end of its first
in
century, it is "active and alert
what a coUege fraternity is supposed
to be and do at the present day." "It
of honor on col
a
As the Xi

nears

occupies position
lege hiU, is in touch wdth the alumni,
and has constantly set before it those
noble ideals that have ensured its
great and noble histoty."
O dear old Shrine,
Our hearts a-round thee twine;
We love thee yet.

We'll ne'er forget
The days of auld lang syne.
Calvin S. Harrington '52.

History of the Xi Chapter of Psi Upsilon by Karl P. Harrington '82,
of the material here presented. Valuable suggestions have
forms
been made by the author of that fine work and by WilUam L. Burdick '82.
The

the basis

CHAPTER

ALPHA

November 22, 1850

Harvard University

As the first decade of

nity

drew to

braced ten

our

Frater

close Psi

was

Upsilon
thriving Chapters. The
a

first decennium had been

em

one

of

enlarged.

had been selected and the charter
members chosen, due to the devo

splendid pioneers�Wil
Theta

far-reaching vision our brothers
early day laid the foundation
stones of Psi Upsilon. Now, for some

was

and

seven

years the number of branches

com

or

two

a

of the

of that

been

lasting testimonial to the
strength attained in those early days.
Harvard University had been
founded in 1638. Mid those classic
are

Theta '44. With consummate skiU

WiUiam E.

lately

celebrated and which wkl be

haUs, nearly

Taylor,

Van Vorst

sisters

"happy

memorated in the next year

'38, Hooper C.
'39,
Robinson,
Beta '41, and Alexander H. Rice,
ham

The

nials which have but

re

markable achievement, due to the
care with which the seats of
learning

tion of those

not

ten" entered upon an era of internal
development. The Chapter centen

our

two centuries

old when

Fratemity was bom on the banks
Mohawk, the Alpha Chapter

installed November 22, 1850.
The archives of the Fratemity con
tain a
copy of a letter written Oc
tober 17, 1850,
Smith,

by Justus
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to
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Solomon D.

the success of the proposed Chapter.
The letter written to the Delta was subse
quently found in the Dead Letter Office,
and it being apparent that no disrespect
had been intended, the Chapter, while ad
vising more respect in the future for the
requirements of the Fratemity, gave its
consent to the existence of the Alpha.
to

Boswortii, Theta '51:
I'm

member of the Senior Class in
here and am a ^Y, was initiated
three years ago at the Gamma at Amherst.
Bro. Brown (Addison Brown, Gamma
'52)
is a member of the Junior Class and also
a �Y, initiated into the Gamma two
years
ago, and what we want is to estabhsh a
Chapter of our Glorious Fratemity here.
And I'll teU you what we have got to do
it with-forty of the most talented mem
bers of our two classes selected by our
selves expressly for the cause of WY ism�
They have all signed a paper pledging
themselves to use aU honorable means to
establish a Chapter of our Fratemity here
and are wide awake for it� We have got
permission from the Faculty to establish
a
Chapter here and now we want the
consent of the Chapters�We
hope to get
answers from all the
Chapters in a week
or so in order that we
may get organized
as soon as
may be� Hope if you are not
going to have a regular meeting soon�you
will call an extra meeting for this business
as our class can at the best
enjoy 'WY ism
but a short time in CoUege.
a

coUege

The Convention of 1851, held with
the Psi, July 21, 22, appointed a com

reported that the ac
graduate Psi U's in Boston
was
illegal, but recommended a
formal recognition of the new Chap
ter. The resolutions were adopted by
mittee which

tion of the

the Convention and formal recogni
tion was given to the Alpha of Psi

Upsilon.
Several active Psi U

Boston had been very active in

ganizing

V.

teresting story

of

Psi

of the

Upsilon,
founding

an

in

in

influential,

was

Alexander H.
was

to

become

the Governor of Massachusetts.

of the

The charter members of the senior
class

The institution of the Alpha Chapter at
Harvard in 1850 was attended with more
or less of a
misunderstanding. The plan fol
lowed by the Harvard petitioners was that
of writing directly to each chapter present
ing their claims for admission. All the
chapters responded favorably with the ex
ception of the Delta, from which the peti
tioners had no response. The fact that
unanimous consent of aU the chapters had
not been obtained was ignored, and the
petitioners were initiated by a delegation
from the Amherst Chapter. On leaming of
this unlawful proceeding. The Delta Chap
ter in
January 1851 under the leadership
of A. Ogden Butler refused to regard the
Harvard Society as a regular chapter of
the Fraternity
An active correspon
dence on the subject ensued which brought
out that the Delta had been written to by
the petitioners and that no answer being
received from it, that sUence had been
taken as consent and in consequence the
...

it

petitioners;

had installed the

Rice, Theta '44, who

Alpha Chapter:

petitioners had been initiated,
deemed that prompt action was

in
or

Alpha
Chapter. Among them, perhaps the

Irwin, Delta '94, relates,

in The Branch

the Harvard

fact, they
most

John

graduates

being

necessary

Robert Bickford, Lucius
Buckingham, Peter Smith

were

Henry
Byers,

all

prominent

educators;

Samuel Greeley Clarke, a
and valedictorian of his
Charles

Dexter;

William

law^^er
class;

Paisley

Field, a lawyer; William Watson
Goodwin, probably the foremost
classical scholar of his day, Eliot
Professor of Greek Literature at Har
vard, author, the recipient of many

honors, and

one-time President of

the American Philological Associa
tion; Samuel Abbott Green, historian
and scientist. Mayor of Boston,

President of Lawrence Academy at
Groton; Henry Williamson Haynes,
Professor of Classics and Librarian
of the University of Vermont; Joseph

Kirkland
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Gushing Mitchell, planters;
Winthrop Palfrey, lawyer
and brilhant Army oflBcer; Augustus
Thomdike
Perkins, lawyer and
author of New England sketches;
George Doane Porter, lawyer and
judge; Edward Franklin Raymond,
Francis

a

lawyer;

Alfred

Moore

Rhett,

planter; Joseph Hussey Sprague,
teacher and Mayor of Hartford; and
David Parsons Wilder, a lawyer.
The charter members from the
class of 1852, the juniors, were Henry
Wilham Brown, Pastor of the Uni
tarian

of

beautiful

"Parting
Song;" George
Gary, and
Reginald Heber Chase, prominent
our

Lovell

educators;

Francis William

Hurd,

a

lawyer; Calvin Gates Page, distin
guished physician and surgeon, as
was Charles
EUery Stedman; David
Churchill Trimble, planter; Robert
Ware, physician and surgeon, as was
Horatio Hancock Fiske

and Wilham Fiske

Whittemore;
Wheeler, a mer

Others, whose

names were

in future

days,

to

were

gain

AlphaGeorge Bliss '51, the celebrated New
York lawyer and politician; Horatio
Alger, Jr., '52, the noted author;
Ephraim W. Gurney '52, and James
M. Pekce '53, distinguished mem
bers of the Harvard faculty; John
Godfrey Saxe '53, author and lawyer,

Alpha Chapter.

The Convention of 1853
the

with

This

Alpha.
beautifully

was

held

memorable

described by
Willard Fiske, Psi '51, in an address
at a Psi Upsilon dinner in Boston:
is

The General Convention of 1853, held
with the Alpha, was perhaps the most brUhant gathering of the Chapter in the Fra
ternity's annals, and left indehble traces in
the memories of all the participants, whether

they

were

hosts

or

delegates.

regard to the early years of the
Alpha our gifted historian said:
In

were

so

confronted

special difficulties. A pecuhar
complicated system of local
clubs, "strong with age and in tradi
tional influence, prevented the fra
ternities from gaining the ascendancy
they elsewhere hold."
with

and

George S. Bowdoin '54, member of
J. P. Morgan & Co., railroad execu
tive; Theodore Lyman '55, a mem
ber of Congress; Alexander Agassiz
'55, illustrious professor at Harvard;
a mem

initiated
members of

were

seven

From the outset Greek letter

Epsicopal Bishop of Iowa;

'56,

classes

hundred and

one

the

eight

cieties at Harvard

song "Beautiful Name;"
the Rt. Rev. WiUiam S. Perry '54,

Dr. Edward S. Dunster

In these

can show an
equal number of sons who
have constantly felt and exhibited a warmer
devotion to Psi Upsilon than have the ac
tive Alphans of 1851-1858.

our

Protestant

With such members, it is urmecessary to
Alpha became a power in the halls
of Harvard. In the classes from '51 to '58,
five of the first and three of the second
scholars were Psi Upsilon men.
say, the

time, bears so many eminent names on its
roll of members as does the Alpha in the
earher period of its existence; and none

soon

added to the rolls of the

writer of

of

Six of the compositions in the Psi Upsilon
book of songs� and among them some of
the best�emanated from the Alpha; and
several, unpubhshed there, have the same
origin. No chapter, in the same length of

chant.
renowTi

Faculty of the
Michigan; and Confed
University
General
erate
Fitzhugh Lee '58.
The author of The Epitome writes:
ber of the Medical

event

Church, Professor of English,

author

UPSILON

PSI

OF

The

story of the

ary organizations
told by James B.

at

secret

and hter

Harvard is well

Smith, Xi '82, in
The Diamond of December, 1882;
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The Institute of 1770 is the oldest exist
The Porcellian
ing Harvard society
Club
was founded in 1791 for
purely
convivial purposes, and has ever been the
most famous social club in the
college
In 1795 The Hasty
Puddmg Club began
its career as the
largest and most popular
Harvard society
These three societies lived in
peace, hav
ing a clear field, until the Greek letter
societies began to overrim the countty. In
1837 a Chapter of
Alpha Delta Phi Fra
ternity was estabhshed at Harvard. The
faculty was at that time opposed to the
founding of any society which had Chap
ters at other
coUeges; and especially a
secret society; but after several
years of
sub rosa hfe, the Chapter was
recognized
by the faculty. In 1843, Beta Theta Pi or
ganized a Chapter, but it had no support
from undergraduates, and soon died. The
Alpha of Psi Upsilon was founded in 1850,
and in 1852 Delta Kappa
EpsUon estab
hshed a Chapter. Other Fratemities fol
lowed suit, and in a short time the
college
was
completely subdued by other frater
nities. This state of things went on for a
year or two, and it is probable that every
man in
college was a member of some
promising Fratemity. At aU events the col
lege grew heartily sick of too much secret
society. Dissensions were frequent, and jeal
ousies threatened to break
up not only the
societies but the coUege which harbored
them. At this jimcture, in the spring of
1857, the Seniors met to choose class offi
cers for their
coming class-day. The meet
ing must have been as stormy as some
class meetings in our day
.

.

.

.

.

.

The class resolved
initiations

by

.

.

.

against

further

secret societies.

The

existence of the Clubs gave force
to this otherwise

A month

impotent

resolution.

later, the soph
class, the class of 1859, voted

refuse

or

two

elections

"to

Phi

Beta

Kappa and all other secret Greek
letter societies." Ten men from the
class of 1858 had joined the Alpha,
but Psi Upsilon made no elections
from the class of 1859. Smith's stoty
in 1882 continues:
Delta Kappa Epsilon and Alpha Delta
Phi managed to siurvive for some years sub
rosa. Delta
Kappa Epsilon became a soph

as

under the

a

"A.D." untU 1865 when
Fraternity became
so
slight that its charter was withdrawn
The Pudding, Porcellian and the In
stitute lived through the strffe and were
soon reinforced.
name

its connection with the

.

.

.

.

to

existing

.

.

omore

club, called Dickey, still
ring inside the Institute.
Alpha Delta Phi kept up its organization
convivial

omore

.

.

.

Psi

made

Upsilon

no

further elec

tions at Harvard until the class of

1871. It is

interesting

to note

that the

Convention of 1864 held with the
Psi voted that the "Resuscitation of
the Alpha" be entrusted "with the

Sigma Chapter."
On May 6, 1870, the Alpha was
revived, due largely, we are told, to
the efforts of the Sigma, and to "a
number of earnest
of 1871." The later

men

in the class

Alpha, lasting for
three years, that is until 1873, num
bered sixty-two members from the
classes of 1871, 1872, 1873, and 1874.
Among this

second group of

men, Horatio Stevens White

Alpha

'73, Pro

fessor of German and Dean of the

Faculty

at

German at
most

Cornell, later Professor of
Harvard, was one of the

distinguished.

Co-executor with

Place, Chi '81, of the estate of
Willard Fiske, Psi '51, he was active
Ira A.
in

preparing

spondence

the "Life and Corre

of Willard Fiske." In The

Diamond for November, 1924, he
told of the last of the Alpha men:
the record of the later Alphans
brilhant nor so varied as that
of the earher group, the leamed profes
sions, especially law and medicine, were
well represented among them.

Although

was

not

so

In the 1871

delegation were the
Boyd, well known
Baptist minister; Samuel Brearley,
Jr., founder of the fashionable Day
School for Girls in New York City
Rev. Wilham W.

that is still in
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Dr.

George Stedman, weU
known Boston physician and sur
geon; and Dr. Henry R. Stedman,
noted Boston psychiatrist.
The 1872 class brought as Psi U's
tion;

Harvard�Albert L. Lincoln, law
yer and Park Commissioner in Bos
at

ton; and Lewis C.

Alpha '72,

Ledyard, Lambdaprominent lawyer and

a

UPSILON

PSI

fraternity. Clubs and societies of long
standing and peculiarly adapted to
meet the life in Cambridge are aUimportant in the Harvard scheme. A
fraternity cannot live a full hfe at
Harvard; it cannot bloom and ma
ture

it

as

vard and

Oliver H. Everett,
delegation
noted dermatologist and physician of

the

Worcester, Mass.; Charles

lawyer

K.

Lexow,

and Commissioner of Records

in New York

City; Joseph Lyman,

prominent merchant
City, a member of

in New York

the Executive

Counck from 1879 to 1880, the only
Alpha man so to serve. The class of

where the soil is

Subsequent developments

financier in New York. In the 1873
were

can

more

fertile.
at

at Har

Yale have followed much
The adoption of the

same course.

House Plan made

the

possible by

generous benefactions of Edward S.
Harkness, Beta '97, with the divi
sion of

caused

loyalties necessarily

of
thereby,
life.
in
Harvard
trends long apparent
Though the Alpha ceased to be an
active Chapter in 1873, down through
but

is

a

culmination

1874, the last from which Harvard
Psi U's were initiated, included Frank

the years Harvard Psi U's continued
to be devoted members of Psi Up

Lyman, who "administered great
mining and iron interests in Vir
ginia;" George Riddle, educator and

is well

dramatic elocutionist;" and
Sanger, Assistant Secre

"popular

William C.

tary of War, "influential
ment

to

improve

in the

our

move

National

Guard."
In

due

1873,

a

of the

second and final time. No elections

from the class of 1875
Time

and

were

made.

again proposals

have

been made to revive the
as

the author of The

But

Alpha.
Epitome wrote

in 1884:
The

ternity

society is not convinced that
can flourish�
though it may

in presence of

so

many

distracting

a

fra

exist-

influ

ences.

Harvard has

graveyard

aptly

been called the

of the American

college

our

Fraternity
M. Peirce

expressed by James

'53:
The

of aU my memories of
life are those which are connected
with ovu noble fratemity, to which I owe
some
of my warmest and most lasting

pleasantest

college

friendships.

Today

to

disagreements
arising
Alpha's relations
with the Hasty Pudding and Signet
Clubs, the Chapter was dissolved for
out

silon. Their love for

the

one

hundred and

nine members of the

Alpha

sixty-

who trod

the classic halls of Harvard have
been taken from
lives

on

the

record

stands

tic

But the

Alpha

in the devotion of her sons;

high

We have

us.

of

their

in Psi

gathered

achievement

Upsilon.

once more

in

our

mys

haU,

strengthen the ties that of old.
Cemented by friendship and brotherly love.
Have bound us with letters of gold.
The glance of the eye, and the grasp of
the hand.
Though sflent, still loudly proclaim
That the union of hearts and the tmion of
hands
With us shall be ever the same.
To

Horatio

Alger, Jr.,

'52.
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University

of

CHAPTER

Rochester

Nearly eight years were to pass
after the Alpha had been installed
at Harvard before Psi Upsilon was

15, 1858

February

teenth

chapter

be followed

to

Delta

in Rochester in

1850,

by Delta Psi in 1851,
in 1852, and Delta

establish another Chapter. Early
in 1858 the Upskon was to be placed
in the University of Rochester,

Upsilon
Kappa Epsilon in 1856. It was in
opposition to Alpha Delta Phi, which
was in control of
undergraduate ac-

Rochester, N. Y.

tivkies, that Overhiser banded

to

The
in

University

had been founded

1850, but eight years before, by

group of hberal professors and
students who had broken away from
a

Madison

University at Hamilton,
N. Y. Some prominent members of
the Baptist denomination in Rochester, wishing to see the establishment
of a university in western New York,
had suggested the move. Its doors
were
opened in November, 1850, in

gether

idea of

Hotel,

a

structure

that still stands

Buffalo

Street,
Street, and near the
now

Rochester

was

a

West

University

enter

was

was

ters and under these

quar-

liberal but

re-

ligious auspices that the early Upsilon students pursued their studies.
The first movement toward
T

a

The

ferred

Rochester after

spending
-T
,
three years at New York Umversity.
Alpha Delta Phi had placed its four,

to

and

brother and

by

some

trouble he had had

new

society

called the

was
name

was

soon

to appear with those of
the other societies. The youthful organization became popular immedi-

permitted

it is said to have

ately;

its

begun

with about twenty of the best
in the University.

career
men

George Albert Coe '84, in his History of the Upsilon Chapter writes:
Although

the Innominata

was

not

.

.

.

the origm of the Upsilon,
jt rendered material aid in the forma-

strictly speakmg,

/^

Upskon Chapter was due to John G.
Overhiser, Delta '54, who trans-

Upsilon,

a

the

Innominata and its

Psi

1-

of Psi

with the Delta Psi's."

then offi-

in these

portals

Chapter. Anderson alone
opposed to a Chapter of Psi Up-

cieties

cially separated, though continuing
eight years to use the
quarters. It

J.

silon at Rochester; "he had been
on the
subject of secret so-

for the next
same

and Amos

Chicago,

soured

Main

years of its existence, the Rochester
Theological Seminaty was part of the
were

the

to

son

old, and with a population of 36,000. For the first three

university. They

of

in later years he gave

sixteen years

new

newly

Barrett, all of the class of 1854. Of
these three Barrett alone was to

on

vigorous city, only

charter of Psi

a

group were Randolph C.
Galusha
Anderson, who was
Brant,
later to become President of the old

Canal,

Erie

obtaining

Upsilon.
organized

then

was

to-

select students with the

The leaders in the

what had been the old United States

the north side of what

some

y^^

tion of that

chapter. It was John the Bappreparing the way for hhn diat was
to come. It Icept alive the idea of having
^ p^j u. Chapter in Rochester, and
pre^st

"

.

vented several of those who became the
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founders of the Upsilon from
joining any
of the Fratemities then in
operation. It
rushed men just as the other societies did,
and held out the inducement of
possible
future membership in Psi U.
The Innominata
occupied rooms on the
east side of State Street,
probably in the
building which stiU stands on the south
.

.

Houghton and your correspondent ) resigned

from the Soc.-with the conviction that if
it was desirable to belong to any Secret
Soc� it was desirable to belong to the best.
Within two days after this event our
plans were completed, without the knowl
edge of any of our future companions. We
had all been besieged by all the Soc. here
at that time, but did not feel satisfied with
them. We made apphcation to two Seniors
(Hurd and Morehouse) who we knew
had been sohcited by the other Soc. and
had steadily refused to join them, and
who entered into our project warmly. The
resignation of the 1st 3 occasioned that of
3 more, 2 Jun. with 1 Senior (Bacon) and
a
Soph, who has since joined us�were the
very men who, of aU others we had re
garded as the 1st men in coUege� and the
best for our imdertaking� We now consisted
of eight men� and set ourselves immedi
ately at work�For the object, ambition
and spirit with which we set out, we were
confident that nothing would answer but
what we now are able to caU our noble
Fratemity. A letter was addressed to your
Chapter but before an ans. was rec'd, we
were fortimate
enough to meet Mr. Theo
dore Bacon, a lawT'er in this city, and a
member of the Beta Chap.� who proffered
us his
sympathy and aid.

.

of Market Street. Its
meetings were
of a hterary character, and were conducted
somewhat like those of the
comer

Fratemity

Chapters.
Coe thinks that

Upskon

was

1854.

in

sought

�

charter of Psi

a

without

success

In

1856, another group,
which tried that year to obtain a
charter of our Fraternity, formed the
Rochester Chapter of Delta
Kappa

Epsilon.
The Innominata as a
body was not
become a Chapter of Psi
Upsilon.

to

Due to

a

growing

societies in

general,

felt that

was

sentiment among

of the members

some

some

against

secret

and because it
of the Innoms

worthy of Psi U, Ira C.
'59, John P. Colby '59, and
George W. Houghton '59, resigned

were

not

Clark

The

petition was ardently sup
ported by a number of Rochester Psi
U's, particularly Theodore Bacon,
Beta '53, and Augustus H. Strong,

from the

society. With the addition
Egbert Hurd '58, Henry L. More
house '58, Joshua GaskiU '59, Ed
of

Beta '57.

ward P. Gould '59, and Francis A.
WiUiams '60, they petitioned the
Convention of 1857, which met with
the Gamma on
August 10, 11, for a
charter of Psi Upskon. AU but Hurd
and Morehouse had been members
of the Innominata
A letter written

'59,

Society.
by Ira

C. Clark

Febmary 24, 1858, to the
Theta narrates the events which
pre
ceded the Upsilon Chapter:
on

During

members
that the

last year,

however, some of its
(Innominata) were convinced
perpetuity and prosperity of the

Society demanded

a more extended and a
different organization. Several
plans with
that object in view fafled
About two
weeks before last Commencement�three
members from the Jun. Qass
(Colby,
.

.

.
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The Convention, impressed by the
geographical location of the Univer

sity

and

by

scholarship

the

of the

character

and

applicants, granted

the request subject to the approval
of the several Chapters. The Beta,
which had championed the cause of
the Rochester group in the Conven
tion, was appointed to estabhsh the

Chapter,
point

a

and

was

empowered

to

committee of three to do

Although
Chapters

ap
so.

the consent of the other

obtained before the
end of the year, there was some
was

slight opposition particularly
the Lambda. The

from

opposition may
have been due in part to the fact
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that for fourteen years, since the Xi
had been established in 1843, the

Alpha had been the only addition to
the Chapter roll and in the same
faU of 1857 the Alpha was about to
end its first and longer period of Ike.
The initiation of the charter
bers of the new Chapter took
on

mem

place

the Osbom

monies

House.

The

cere

conducted by Theodore
Bacon, Beta '53, who had just begun
the practice of law in Rochester, and
were

H.

by Augustus
then

a

student

Beta

Strong,
the

at

Theological Seminary,

'57,

Rochester

third member of the
Committee had never been
ap
pointed. According to George A.
Coe '84, whose brilliant
history of
the Upsilon was read at the

Apparently

ing

anniversary

of the

of the found

Edwin S. Gk

Chapter,

bert, Gamma '55, a teacher
Brighton, was present.

in

nearby

The letter of Ira C. Clark '59,
Februaty 24, 1858, records:
Our Initiation took

the 11th inst.

probably always

mystety. John P. Colby '59,

also be considered a charter
although not initiated for
several weeks because he was away
teaching at the time of the installa
member

tion.

The

nity
their

members of the Frater

new

did not

immediately display

badges,

both because of their

belated arrival and because they
wished, since the founding of the

Chapter was stkl a secret in the col
lege, to add to their membership.
Coe, the

eminent historian of the

records:

Upsilon,

.

.

place

the

night

on

of

.

The next step was to give this raw mate
rial the organic form of a Chapter of Psi
Upsilon. This was accomplished on the eve
ning of February 15, 1858. As the young
Chapter had no apartments of its own, it
met in the room occupied by Br. Hurd,
No. 12 Baker's Block. This building is sUU
standing, comer West Main and Fitzhugh
Streets. Bros. Bacon and Strong were pres
ent and the latter presided. A full set of
officers was chosen, and a committee ap
pointed to prepare a code of By-Laws for
the Chapter. The newly fledged Chapter
was now
fairly started on its flight.

Februaty
men

9, 1858, fourteen

became

the

charter

young
members of the Upsilon of Psi Up
silon�Almon
C.
Bacon, Egbert
Hurd, and Henry L. Morehouse, all
seniors in the class of

1858;

in the

Februaty 15, 1858, stands,
annals of the

On

an un

a

quarto-

centennial

a

was

must

of which he

in later years to be President.

was

will

dergraduate
remain

Friday evening, February 9, 1858,

at

initiated before he

was

day

of the

Fraternity,
Chapter.

as

The

new

silon, the twelfth Chapter
tablished

by

Psi

Upsilon,

the birth
to

Up

be

that time the furthest westward
tension of

our

ex

Fraternity.

For the next two months

Ira C.

es

marked to

room

Clark, Joshua GaskiU,
Gould, and George W. Houghton,
all in the class of 1859; Sylvanus S.
Wilcox and Francis A. Williams,

"B" in the Old Clinton Hotel served

from the 1860

of the Innominata. In addition to

Edward P.

Belden, Charles
Gardner, and

F.

delegation; Horace
A. Dewey, George
Ira

Hohnes, all in

the class of 1861; and Henty
'63. How it happened that

Cooper
Cooper
173

as

the shrine of the
Six of the

Upsilon.

signers

of the

petition

for the charter had been members
Amos

J.

members
Bowen
were

Barrett

of

'56, and

initiated

'54,

two other

early

that

society, Daniel
Melvin Jameson '56,

by

the

Upsilon.

The
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Innominata could not survive these

losses

and

ended

quietly

its

ex

istence.

The

death

of

Charles

Dr.

A.

1927, took the last
charter member of the Up

Dewey '61,
surviving
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in

room constituted the entire
It contained a piano and
house."
"chapter
plenty of chairs for the membership of
the chapter, but not very much else. Every
active member had a key to the door and
made it answer for the entire period of

the hall. This

his

college

course.

silon. The records of their accom
plishments show that they had all

The

room

the

building

been

street

representative

came

a

men.

Bacon be

teacher and later President

of Indian

University
Territory; Morehouse was a
very prominent clergyman in Roches
Indian
ter

and

trustee

Seminary;

of the

Theological

Clark and Wilcox gave

their lives in the Civil War; GaskiU
became Surrogate of Niagara County
and

leading

a

citizen of

Lockport;

Gould and Williams had

Colby,
cessful

careers

at the

suc

Belden

bar;

prominent Brockport grain
merchant. Dewey was a successful
was

a

physician in Rochester; Holmes be
came
president of the old Second
National Bank of Chicago; Cooper
served as a minister of the Presby
Church; Hurd, Gardner, and

terian

Houghton

died

shortly

after

gradu

ation.

of

May 3, 1858,

business block

present

near

Power's

was

held in

a

the site of the

This

Building.

served for several years as the first
"Hall of the Upsilon." The Chapter
then moved to

a room

in the

constructed Power's Block
ner

at

newly

the

cor

of State and Main Streets.

These quarters were destined to
as the shrine of the
Upsilon

and overlooked the
then the busiest in

was

city.

These

so satisfac
abandoned about 1878

quarters, long

were

tory,
because,

as

George A.

Coe

'84, wrote,

boys were not aUowed to hold
banquets in the building." College
customs apparently were changing.
"the

The

move was

to

the Martin

Block,

Street, at the corner of
Church Street, where the Chapter
occupied the entire top floor. Coe,
however, records:
59

by

State

This advantage
the fact that a

water to

than balanced
roof permitted the
the walls and ruin the

was more

leaky

disfigure

carpets.

unsatisfactory conditionforced
Upskon a few years later to

This
the

again. On October 31, 1881, a
hall, comprising two rooms on

move
new

The records show that the meet

ing

the

in the former

that

top floor of

the

on

was

the third floor of the old

Ellwanger

Barry Building, just opposite the
room
occupied years
before by the Chapter, was dedicated.
These rooms which Coe as a junior
called "luxurious quarters" were later
spoken of:
and

hall from the

My chief memory

hangings
cigarette

is

and carpets all
smoke.

of rather stuffy
with stale

reeking

serve

longer than any others in the early
history of the Chapter. The late
Joseph T. AUing '76, related that
they consisted:
Of

one room

titions

shutting

with slight, temporary par
it off from the door into

In

the

quarters

early days

were

infrequently

used for

for

The members

the

Chapter

meetings,

lounging

and

purposes.

gained admittance by
which
keys
they carried. Their loca
tion was supposed to be a secret and

THE

the address
even on

the

was

never

Chapter

CHAPTERS

printed,

second drive the $10,000 mortgage
was
paid in 1911.
The lot, located opposite the cam

not

a

notices. But each

knew the location of the
of its opponents.

fraternity
quarters

In 1887 the

had to

Upskon
building

once

more� the

tom

down to make

pus and directly north of "President
Hill's House," was purchased from
the University in the
of 1892.

move

be
for the

was

room

to

spring

The ceremony of
breaking
took place on June 15th.

ground
George H.

present EUwanger and Barry Build
ing�this time to quarters in a block
at 142 East

Main Street. But dis
satisfaction with these rooms led to
the sixth move and to the Upsilon's
first Chapter House. This structure,
a furnished
three-story brick build

ing
ing

40 South Clinton Street, stand
four houses south of the Lyceum
at

Theatre,

was

dedicated at

a

house-

1888. Alumni

April 23,
undergraduate contributions
supported this�the Upsilon's first
warming

on

and

house.

This house

proved to be too ex
pensive, despite the fact that for one
year, at least, the rent was $750, a
nominal sum today. In May, 1891,
the

Upsilon

moved

once more.

Upsilon

written for the

drick

begun

resident

By

to be

a

true

prophet:

days

later construction be

16, 1892, with one hundred
alumni in attendance. George H.
Perkins '72, and Charles W. Gorton
ber

drive,

alumni

Fox

gan. The house was completed and
dedicated on the evening of Decem

the Association conducted the cam
paign for funds and supervised the

supported by

proved

Five

in 1891. The officers of

a

Dr.

We buUd far better than we know.
And face the future hoping
Here love may rise and friendship grow
To last through life's long sloping.

being in existence for seven years,
the Psi Upsilon Alumni Association
of Western New York was formally

erection of the house.

occasion.

turned the first sod. Brother Ken

which culminated in the erection of
the house at 41 Prince Street. After

incorporated

1892

'67, delivered short addresses, while
Ryland M. Kendrick '89, read a poem

bukding on the north side of East
Main Street, just east of St. Paul.
While the Upsilon was in these
was

of

Perkins '72, President of the Alumni
Association, and Dr. George H. Fox

quarters, the last rooms rented
the
by
Chapter, were on the second
floor of a two stOty commercial
new

quarters the agitation

House

The

of

every Chapter, approximately $8,000

'76,

raised. The cost of the house
with furnishings was $18,000. After

the

was

the
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spoke

and detailed the

history

of

Alumni Association, and told
story of the fine new home
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Upsilon, giving credit for the
undertaking to George Wilder '85,

accompanying

the

laying

of the

ceremonies

whose perseverance had made it a
success. Dr. Charles A.
Dewey '61,

of the cornerstone were held. Brother
Quinby presided, and a dedicatory
address was dehvered by Clarence

of the founders, read

one

and Dr.

Durand,

S.

Henty

a

paper,

Beta

'81,

poem. The new house provided
sleeping accommodations for twelve
a

and

men

servants'

was

fully equipped

with

quarters and kitchen equip

ment.

served the Up
silon until 1930, when the Univer
sity's College for Men was removed
This house

to

the

amply

River

new

Campus. Though
and

refur

completely renovated
nished several times in the thirtyeight years which had intervened, it
had been

unusually satisfactory.
a new house
began

Discussion of

in 1924 with the

opening
versity's campaign for a

of the Uni
new

Men's

that the

new

served for thirty-one years on its
Counck and who had turned the first
sod for the Prince Street House, laid
the comerstone, assisted by George
C. Holhster '77. The Alumni Banquet
that evening was the last meeting in
the Prince Street House whke oc
cupied by the Upsilon.
The formal dedication of the new

November 8, 1930.
Gorshne '01, served as
toastmaster at the banquet. The
speakers included Henry D. Quinby,
'18; Oscar W. Kuok, Psi '07; and

home took

place

Ernest E.

Jr.,

R. Bourke Corcoran, Omega '15, a
member of the Executive Council.
Dr. Fox gave the dedicatoty address

College. After several years of con
sideration the Rochester fratemities
agreed

of the Su
the State of New
preme Court of
York. Dr. George H. Fox '67, be
loved member of Psi Upskon who

MacGregor '97, Justice

houses could

exceed $60,000 in cost, nor their
fumishings $15,000. The style

in the

adopted
Georgian.
The Upsilon's plans

the steps taken to train leaders in
the world are more important than
the material phases of its past.

not

was

1928

in

under

the

were

begun

direction

of

was

Chapter

undertaken in 1929,

hundred and

Alumni Association,

ent

rence

shghtly

following

comprised Law
M. Morley '97, chairman; H.
Quinby, Jr., '18, vice-chair

Quinby,

the movement for the
Ground for the

Upsilon
and

on

new

new

in

house.

home of the

broken March 2, 1930,
Friday, June 13, 1930, the

was

versity.

with

President of the Alumni

Association, had been the leader

through

the

and

current

initiated six

campus,

ninety

men

delegations averaged
compared

over seven men as

more

than twelve since that

time. It has been estimated that three

Basil R. Weston '21, secretary;
and John F. Bush '22, treasurer.

man;

as

Chapter

distributed
eighty-six classes of the Uni
Before moving to the pres

year a large
had
been
raised.
The
part
campaign
committee, headed by officials of the

Dean

room.

Through March of
year, the Upskon has

Charles Storrs Barrows '12. A drive
for $100,000
and by the

new

The Ike within the

hundred and seventy-eight Upsilon
men are ahve today. An
unusually
Psi
U's have
of
number
Upsilon
large

brought
their

honor to their

Fraternity

University,

and to themselves

achievement in many fields of
work. While the graduates of the

by
176

Upsilon Chapter House, University of Rochester. Built
New River Campus, Rochester, New York
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earher years tended more to profes
sional careers, on the whole Roches
ter Psi U's have been distributed

fakly evenly through

Fellowships

awarded to six graduates of the Up
silon; the E. H. Anderson Prize for
proficiency in art to one; and the
AUing prizes to two. In the earher
days of the University, when honors

the occupa

tional fields.
The

same

variety

characterized the
No

in Economics have been

of interest has

college careers of
one
phase of un

were

different awards,
won the Fresh
Upsilon
mathematical prizes; ten the
prizes; three the Senior

measured

by

Upsilon's
dergraduate hfe, unless it be com- man
panionability, has been stressed to Junior speech
the exclusion of others. Through the
essay prizes; diirteen won the Soph
achievements in scholarship, in ath
omore Latin
prizes; seventeen were
Commencement Orators; and one
letics, in the many college organiza
sons.

three

tions, and in social attainments, the

Upsilon has held
University hfe.

a

unique place

ScholasticaUy the Chapter has
ranked high�during the past decade
it has averaged thkd among the ten
fratemities at Rochester. Seventyfour Upskon men wear the coveted
golden key of Phi Beta Kappa, which
was estabhshed at Rochester in 1887.
Sigma Xi, only recently added to the
University's honoraty societies, al
ready hsts eight Upsilon graduates.
Dewey prizes have been won by
Psi

U's;

nineteen�these

are

twenty-one

Davis

prizes by

awarded for the

best short original speeches made by
members of the sophomore and
senior classes respectively. Eight sons
of die Upsilon have won the Townsend Fellowship for outstanding
work in the Department of Govern
ment. The Rosenberger Prize for im

provement

in

scholarship during

won

in

the

first two years of college has been
awarded to two Upsilon men. One
has received the Stoddard Prize for
second year mathematics; one the
Leet Prize for freshman engineers;
one the
Rigby Will Prize in fresh
man
biology; and one the Mair's
Prize for the junior who does the best
work in economics. The Sherman

silon

men

the Stoddard Medal. Two Up
men have won the Philhp's

football trophy out of die six times
that it has been awarded; three have
been awarded International Ex
change Scholarships. Robert S. Bab
cock '37,

won a

Rhodes

In recent years the

Scholarship.
Chapter has

carried away far inore
than its share of intramural athletic
trophies, and has fumished the driv
forces more frequently than mere

consistently

ing

membership on most varsity teams.
From its early days the customs of
the Chapter have been essentiaUy
similar to those with which the cur
rent undergraduates are famihar,
After a few years the practice, Of
opening meetings with prayer was
discontinued. Shortly after its or
the Chapter began hold

ganization

ing hteraty programs

at its

meetings

and these have continued through
the years. In the type and quality of
these productions the Upsilon has
maintained an unusually high stand

ard.
The ritual used at the meetings to
day was a rather late development,
and from time to time has been
modified and amphfied. The present

elaborate initiation ceremonies were
instituted ki the early years of the
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Prince Street

OF

House, and have been

changed very little, except to meet
the demands of the present home.
When the

moved into its

Chapter

present

house,

adopted

of

the

custom

was

the candidates

having
during the

live in the house

initiation

period.
The Civil War broke

out

only

a

few years after the establishment of
the Upsilon. Fifteen men, nearly onefourth of the

Upsilon

time,

answered

three

were

Lieutenant

the

killed

roll

Union
in

at

that

cause;

battle� First

Shuler Wilcox

Sylvanus

UPSILON

PSI

'60; Second Lieutenant Joseph Web
ster '62; and First Lieutenant Wil
liam Emmett Orr '64.

celebrated its twentyfifth anniversaty on the evening of
The

Upsilon

February 12, 1883, with a special
banquet in the rooms in the Ell
wanger and Barry Block. George
Albert Coe

'84, who had been

information

available

the

about

founding
Chapter. Pubhshed
in book form the following June, the
first elaborate publication of the Up
of the

silon,

it

was

probably inspired by

that series of works which the Chi
was

then

ership

publishing

under the lead

of Professor Willard

Fiske, Psi

'51.
Until the

move

to the Prince Street

Chapter
exciting days when it be
came host to the
Thirty-Third Con
vention of Psi Upsilon, July 5, 6,

House the next most

important

casion for the

was

1866. To decorate the programs for
this Convention the Upsilon adopted

convention held with the

Barely

recovered

had the

from those

its first

poster,

an

emblem which

re

mained for years the symbol of the
Chapter. The poster was a woodcut

dove

off above

showing
flying
bearing a large Greek Upsilon.
A smoking cruse, several old books,
and a parchment roll completed the
a

a

shield

Upsilon

the

oc

Fifty-

Sixth Annual Convention of the Fra

temity,

held

in

1889,

the

third

Chapter.
Upsilon adopted its
present poster or Chapter emblem in
which the golden eagle is shown out
In 1894 the

stretched

on

the blue field of

a

shield. This has been used in all
the

Chapter publications

since that

time.

The
the

scene.

se

lected historian, presented a histoty
which is the source of most of the

Upsilon was little affected by
Spanish-American War, only a
undergraduates participating

Forty-Fifth Convention held
in Rochester May 2, 3, 1878, was a
memorable one for the Upsilon. At
this Convention garnet and gold
were
adopted as the colors of the
Fraternity. Herve D. Wilkins '66,
composed for it the "Psi Upsilon

few

March," the

Chapter.
During the World War life in the
Upsilon, as in every other college
fraternity in the countty, was seri
ously affected. Practically every
member of the Chapter joined the
S.A.T.C., and some seventy-four

The

heard
once

music

of which

was

by Upsilon undergraduates
a

week for many years there
Joseph A. Ely '66,

after. The Rev.
wrote

a

poem, called

duction";
'58, "Long

"superior pro
Henry L. Morehouse
Live Psi Upsilon!"

and

a

therein.
The Convention of 1908,

a mem

orable event, was held with the Up
silon and took the place of a special

anniversary
memorate

celebration

to

com

the Semi-Centennial of the

THE

Upsilon graduates
ates

and

active

saw

C

H

A

undergradu

service.

in action at

Vimy Ridge in 1917, was
Chapter's only loss despite the
many engaged in that struggle.

timore

being the hun
dredth anniversaty of our Fraternity,
was the
seventy-fifth year of the
commemorate

H.

losophy

'89,

and

a

written for the occasion

V.

Spare '35,

silon."

Aprk 2,

3, 4, 1936, the

one

hun

dred and third Annual Convention
met

with the

Upsilon,

a

highly

suc

cessful event.

Throughout
the

University

the slow growth of
prior to the great ex

pansion period beginning at the turn
of the centuty the Psi Upsilon mem
bers of the small faculty are remem
bered by every alumnus. General
Isaac Ferdinand Quinby '64, a gradu
ate of West

Point, but made

a mem-

for

a con

of

period professor
phi
pedagogy. Ryland M.

and

a

number of

Upsilon

staff� Lester O. Wilder '11, professor
English and Director of Admis

sion of the
ence; W.

professor

College

of Arts and Sci

Edwin Van de Wake '21,
philosophy at the Uni

of

has within the last two years
been made Dean of the Men's Col

versity,

lege;

and his classmate, Donald W.
a
professor of

Gilbert '21, who is
economics, has been

appointed Dean

of Graduate Studies.
It is

of the

impossible to list all the sons
Upsilon who in their later

lives have achieved

were

by Raymond
Up

languages.

was

of

were

"A Cheer for Psi

for many years

graduates have been added to the
college faculty and administrative

specially
by Ryland H.
paper prepared

and music of which

was

modern

Forbes '78,

Since 1900

by Roger Whitman '28, on "The His
toty of the Upsilon Chapter of Psi
Upskon." The program ended with a
brief address by Dr. Charles R.
Witherspoon '94. The festivities were
brought to a close with a song, the
words

'48,

of

Kendrich '89, is Emeritus Professor
of Greek at the University.

poem written

for the celebration
Kendrich

merit

Psi

siderable

the

high

Mixer,

this

Rhees, the late President
of die University of Rochester, and
a member of
Alpha Delta Phi. Two
a

an

was

professor
George M.

Dr. Rush

literaty
presented:

S

'68, made

Up

Upsilon had a
celebration, attended by more than
two hundred Psi U's, that
began
after the annual initiation February
15th. Lewis B. Jones '90, as toastmaster, introduced the first speaker,

works of

R

ber of the

in addition to

Chapter. To
Diamond Jubilee,

E

honoraty mem
Chapter,
professor of
chemistry in the early period. Albert

die

silon

T

ber of the class of 1864, was pro
fessor of mathematics and natural
philosophy during the University's
formative period; Samuel Allan Lat-

Harold

Chandler Kimball '11, who served in
the Canadian Army and was kiUed

1933,

P

important posi

They represent every field of
endeavor. The Chapter has been rep
resented by such men as Ira Holmes
'61, president of the old Chicago Sec
ond National Bank; Judge Albion W.
Tourgee '62, the famous author; Enos
M. Barton '64, president of the West
ern Electric
Company, whose name is
perpetuated in the name of the
present Graybar Company; Herve
Dwight Wilkins '66, a leading
tions.

Rochester musician and author of
"Genesee;" and
MacArthur
Stuart
Robert
'67, famous
minister and pastor of New York's
the music for the
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Calvary Baptist Church. In the same
class was Dr. George Henry Fox '67,
noted dermatologist, one of the most
beloved members of Psi Upsilon. Ed
ward Blaine Fenner '97, was a rear
admiral in the United States Navy.

Other

Psi U's

Upsilon
Willey Kelsey '80,
classics

archeologist,

noted

one

of

of Mich

'81, lawyer and chairman of
Burt Leslie Fenner

leading

acting president

'91,

1898.

1896 to

from

In

former days the roll of the trustees
has included 'John Munro, Psi '44,
trustees of Madi
one of the
son

the board of the New York Central
of America's

the Treasurer of the University. The
late Dr. Samuel A. Lattimore '68,
of the
served as

original

decades, author,
of America's fore

classical scholars, long a loyal
supporter of the Phi; Albert Hall

Railroad;

trustees at the

are

University

most

Harris

'99, and Emest A. Paviour
'10,
present time,
L.
and Raymond
Thompson '17, is
Havens

Francis

professor

University

several

for

igan

the

at

are

UPSILON
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one

architects and

University

and

a

leading figure

in the establishment of

Rochester;

WiUiam S. Ely '61; tiie Rev. Robert
S. MacArthur '67; Charles Miller
Wilhams '71, who as secretary and
attorney served the Board for over
three decades; George Cooper Hol

'77; and Albert H. Harris '81.

former head of the firm of McKim,
Mead and White; Charles Mulford

hster

Robinson '91,

members of the
class of 1899, James E. Forbes and
Samuel M. Havens, who have been
largely instmmental in bringing to
the University students from the Chi
cago area and in raising funds for

city planner,
country to take up that

in the

man

work

as

a

the first

vocation; Wilham Henry

Walker
and

'91, distinguished cartoonist
illustrator; Lewis N. Chase '95,

actor, author and critic; and James
H. Hanford '04, distinguished pro

The

scholarships

fessor of

English at the University
Michigan. Prentiss Bailey Gilbert
'06, Beta '07, a diplomat, formerly
Charge d'Affairs at Berlin and
"America's unofficial representative
in the League of Nations," had a dis
tinguished war record. George Fran
cis Abbott '11,
popular playwright of
the present day; Ellsworth Paine
Killip '11, noted botanist and ex
plorer; and Harold Shantz '15, and
Fred L. Thomas '15, well knovvTi dip
lomats,
many

sons

numbered among the
of whom the Upsilon is

justly proud.
Ten graduates

of the

In the

have

in the Central Alumni

same

way,

Upsilon

generously given
Fraternity.

Densmore

the

Wyman

Upsilon,

of the old

and

a

Omega,

Charles

'72, initiated by
charter member
served

the

on

Executive Counck from 1876 to

Howard

men

their services

the national

to

1877;

Benjamin Grose, Omega '75,

Upsilon '76, from 1880-1882,
1884. Dr. George H. Fox '67,

1883was a

beloved member of the Council, with
the exception of one year, from 1900
to

Upsilon have
on

1932, when he resigned. He was
honorary President, the first

member of any

the Board

of Tmstees of their Ahna Mater, of
Joseph T. AUing '76, for many

which

as

admkably

two

made

rendered noble service

years served

has been

Association.

of

are

college
by

served also

President. Samuel M.

Chapter

to

be

so

honored.

Upsilon
tributions

men

have made rich

con

Fraternity's songs�
"Long Live Psi Upsilon," by Hemy L.
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Morehouse '58; "We Are Brothers,"
by Joshua GaskiU '59; "Bonds of
Psi

Upsilon,"

and "The Deathless

Name," by Albion

W.

Tourgee '62;
"Chapter
Song," by MiUs
Whittlesey '80; "Psi Upsilon's Wel
come," by Charles M. Robinson '90.
The histoty of the alumni associa
House

A

P

T

E

S

R

of '34 to look in and congratulate all mem
bers of the banquet of '84. Be happy.
(Signed S. G. Hadley, Theta '36; C. W.
Harvey, Theta '36.)

Apparently
officers

June
still

the custom of

electing

of the Association at the

dinner

part

about 1885. It is

began

of the Constitution of the

tion goes back to the old custom of

Alumni Association. When the

Upsilon graduates assembling each
year at a banquet at the close of the
college exercises. When this began
is not altogether clear, but by June,

annual dinner was held on
November 24, 1885, at the Powers
Hotel, the following are the offi

1881, when the first such record may
be found, it seems to have been an

Augustus

established custom. That year some
fifty alumni, including a number of
charter members, dined at the Chap

following the Commence
ment exercises. The function was
ap
parently repeated

the

following

two

satisfaction derived from
these affairs led to a movement for
another dinner held November 24,
1884, the anniversaty of the found
ing of the Fraternity, at the same
time that other alumni associations

parts of the countty

were

similar banquets. The menu
card shows that it was called the

holding

"Fkst Annual Banquet of the Psi Up
silon Association of Rochester." The

dinner
and

was

was

held

at

attended

the Powers Hotel

by

some

sixty

Psi

U's from many Chapters. The cus
tom of
holding these gatherings on
November 24th was carried on for
the next years.
At this first real alumni

cers

listed� President, the Rev. Dr.

'57; ViceKirk, Gamma
President, Hyland
'72; Secretary, George W. EUiott, Xi
'73; Treasurer, Harold C. Kimball
H.

Beta

Strong,

C.

'11. Members of the Executive Com

Ailing '76,
Charles
W.
Xi
Boucher,
'74,
James
Gorton '76, Irving Washington '83,
Joseph

T.

H.

years.
The

in various

ond

mittee included

ter rooms

sec

dinner,

Theodore Bacon, Beta '53, who had

and Wilham W. Webb '71. The din
ner the
following year was held at
the

Powers

1886; the
in Greek.

Hotel, November 25,

menu was

printed entirely

These dinners appear to have been
continued each November, but in
1891 the need for establishing a
legally organized association to be
the drive for funds for the pro
posed house was recognized. So the

gin

dinner was held on March 17, 1891,
at the Rochester Club and plans
were made to incorporate as an as
sociation. This was done on the fol
lowing April first when the "Psi Up
skon Alumni Association of Western
New York" came legally into being.
Its purpose was "social intercourse
among the members." The first offi
Perkins '72,

been active in the life of the
Upsilon, acted as toastmaster. A tele
gram from Buffalo read:

President; WiUiam H. Shuart, Pi '75,
Vice-President; Charles W. Gorton

absent in body, yet present in
allow two survivors of the banquet

'76, Secretaty; and George Wilder
'85, Treasurer. The tmstees included

so

long

Though
spirit,

181

cers

were�

George

H.

the

officers

also

and

Edward

S.

Clarke, Beta '76; Wkliam N. CogsweU '78; Frank W. Emerson '87;
Percy R. McPhail '81; and George
A. Carnahan, Xi '84.
The annual dinner of this

new

organization was held November 20,
1891, at the Genesee Valley Club.
Plans for the house

exhibited

were

and discussed. The dedication din
took the

ner

place

dinner in 1892. The
the annual dinner

of the

regular
following year

was

again
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held in

in 1896. It has
gave up its charter
had a continuous histoty whereas the
Rochester Chapter of Theta Deka
Chi was inactive for a period after
its establishment in 1867.

The members of the
college have been fully
every

honorary society and
phase of undergraduate

tivity.

As members of the world be

in

yond

the

the Genesee VaUey Club.
These dinners appear to have been
continued for some time. Rather un
usual, however, was an annual elec

ter's

tion

meeting held
Cottage Hotel,
the

Perhaps

Psi U alumni

took

place

meeting

was

June, 1896,

at

of

held in Rochester

June 16,

1939. The

in the nature of

a

fare

well to 41 Prince St., for the Uni
versity, which had purchased the

house and used it for several years as
a
dormitory, planned to raze it dur

ing the following summer; the oppor
tunity for the last look brought Psi
U's from far and near. A regular
Chapter meeting was held.
The Upsilon has outlived its old
rival at Rochester, Delta Psi, which
The story
ter

of

Psi

of

the

Upsilon

its initiates

society.

history vvnritten on the Chap
twenty-fifth anniversary, George

In his
A. Coe

'84, warned that the members

Upsilon, despite its record up
that time, must remember that fra
ternities are subject to the law of
of the
to

the survival of the fittest. Since that

Ontario Beach.

largest gathering

ever

on

in

college gates,

ac

have shovvTi themselves men of abil
ity, representative of the best in
American

the

in

every

the Prince Street House. The fourth
annual banquet, however, was held
at

Upsilon in
represented

Chapter has passed not only
golden anniversary, but also its

time the
its

diamond

anniversary, and,

from all

appearances, its strength is un
diminished. The Upsilon will survive
as
long as fratemities live at Roches
ter.

Brothers join we now our voices in a glad
fraternal song,
Hands we clasp while hearts are beating
with aifection true and strong.
Place we now the wreath of laurel where
the laurel wreaths belong:
Long live Psi Upsilon!

Henry

L. Morehouse '58.

is based upon The History of the Upsilon Chapwritten in 1928 by Roger Whitman '28, and brought up to

Upsilon

by Roger Swett '42. Use has also been made of A History of the Upsilon
Chapter of the Psi Upsilon Fraternity written in 1883 by George A. Coe '84.
date
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Kenyon College
In 1860 Psi

November 24, 1860

Upsilon overstepped

pose that marked his whole life", the
indomitable Bishop crossed to Eng

for the first time the boundaries of
New York and New
England. Ken

land,

founded in 1824

College,

by
graduate of Dart
mouth, and the first Episcopal Bishop
yon

Philander Chase,

and

a

chief
Lord

plateau, the "HiU" to aU Ken
yon men, with the picturesque Kokosing River winding below, Ken
about

yon College in his pocket in the
form of about thirty thousand dol
lars". With their

miles

yon
fifty
northeast of Columbus. The loca
tion is still delightfully rural,
lying
it does in

as

one

of Ohio's

purchased

gifts

rolling

1830

Bexley

separate

buildings.

This site, it is

HaU

home

was

for

interesting to note,
pointed out to Bishop Chase by
Henty B. Curtis, father of Henry L.

for Lord Gambier.

Curtis '62,
the Kenyon

titles

of the founders of

Chapter

This founder's

son

and

While the

Upsilon.
grand

two

numbered among the lota's
loyal alumni, and through the years
the Curtis family has been a bul
come

1818,

a

to

an

Ohio

this
such

became evident to
pioneer. Money for

visionary
an
enterprise

was

available in America.

advice,

but with the

not

then

"Against

sureness

all

of pur-

and Gambier

Centennial in 1924, and attended
the banquet of Psi Upsilon.
In the late fifties when the Psi

missionary

Upsilon petitioners

institution devoted to

soon

Bexley

are

Empire. The grandson of
gracious benefactor who gave
his name to the college that is "a
leading exponent of Episcopal influ
ence" was present at the Kenyon

izing

and

fourth

the cultivation of the Christian rehgion, sound learning and gentle
manners,

Divinity

British

from Connecticut, traveling by horse
and sled over the ice and snow of
the wilderness. The need in this new
state for

a

that

wark of

in the winter of

bulk to be
the

extinct, the Kenyon family
continues active in the affairs of the

sons are

strength.
Bishop Chase had

Old Ken

School. The village that was born
with the college and which spreads
out at the
campus gates was named

was

of Psi

was

yon and Rosse Hall, which are still
in constant use, were erected. In

valleys.

one

the land

and the first two massive

and noble stone

sections, vsdth parts of the original
forests to be seen on the hills across
the

Rosse. He returned "with Ken

Lady

httle

situated

response to his cause. The
donors were Lord Kenyon,
Bexley, Lord Gambier and

ness won

of Ohio, was to become the home of
the famous Iota Chapter. Built on a

is

appealed to philanthropists
by his personality and earnest

were

first organ

striving, Kenyon

decade

and

was

A

new

great prosperity.
Ascension Hall, the gift

was

in its

enjoying

building.

of the As

parish in New York City,
recently been completed. Presi
dent Loren Andrews was unusually
well qualified for his office. An outcension

had
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standing scholar, manfully rehgious,
bravely patriotic, chivalrous and en
gaging, he headed a capable and
respected faculty. The student body

UPSILON

SI

OF

for the

building

of

Ikelong

friend

smaU dormi

And Kenyon,
in an isolated commu
school
tory
has always been notable for
a

ships.
nity,

the educational institutions in the

the bonds of friendship there ce
mented. Kenyon is itsek a fratemity.
But even in a small school and
back
among superior men, tastes,
Inti
differ.
interests
grounds and
mate
friendship, the Greek

West, the worth of Kenyon

cpdia

is

Few

men

numbered
and

more

than

one

hundred

twenty-five. Many Kenyon
aheady won places of

alumni had

distinction in the life of the state
and the nation.

Outstanding

among

was

known in the East. It

gen
al

erally
together fitting that Kenyon should
seek Psi Upsilon and that Psi Upsi
lon should go to Kenyon.
Kenyon, always a small coUege,
was

has made two distinct contributions
the

pubhc hfe of our countty,
quite matching those of even the
largest seats of learning. Kenyon
to

gave

to

Judge

the Lincoln Administration
David

Davis,

of

Ilhnois,

for the nomina

largely responsible
tion of Lincoln, Justice

of the Su

preme Court of the United States,
Senator from Illinois and acting

Vice-President of the United States;

Hemy
cousin

of the

during

Winter

Davis, of Maryland,
of David Davis, and leader

Republican Party

in

Congress

the Lincoln

administration;
Salmon P. Chase, of Ohio, nephew
of Bishop Philander Chase, Secre
tary of Treasury and Chief Justice of
the United States Supreme Court;
Edwin M. Stanton, of Ohio, Secre
tary of War, and later Justice of the
United States
the

Hayes

Supreme

Court. To

administration

Kenyon

gave Rutherford B. Hayes, of Ohio,
general in the Union Army, and
President of the United States; Stan
ley Matthews, of Ohio, United States
Senator from Ohio, Justice of the
United States Supreme Court.

College

years

are

the

golden

time

personal

time

a

limited and exclusive

for

have the

capacity

such

many

thing.
or

the

friendships.

Even before fratemities

were

for

evety student

body
mally organized,
was divided iikormally into a num
ber of more or less mutually ex
clusive groups. To this instructive
youthful and human tendency the
fraternities

gave overt recognition
and ideahstic guidance.
Almost from the founding of the

college

rival

two

hteraty

societies

have flourished� the Phkomathesian
and Nu Pi Kappa. The latter was
once

known

as

and the former

the Southern
as

Society

the Northem So

because students of the slave
states belonged to one and of the
free states to the other. In Ascension

ciety,

HaU, each society has

a

large haU,
high

in carved oak and with

paneled
ceilings.
As early

as

1849

a

group of Ken

yon students petitioned for a Chap
ter of Psi Upsilon. For many years
the Iota had the records and papers
of this

early group�unfortunately
they were destroyed in the late
eighties by the members of another
fraternity. But a report of particular
interest to the Iota and the docu

mentary evidence of the

existence of

this first group has been preserved
by the Lambda. It is dated Januaty

7, 1854, and signed by James Cort184
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landt Parker, Lambda '54, and Augustus Doane, Lambda '55. Their report of Kenyon's conditions and circumstances at this

period

purposes, and which was so
used untk 1871, when it was suc-

nity

ceeded

is correct:

Such
at

The committee to whom was referred
the matter of the estabhshment of a
chap
ter

at

would

their full consideration
reporting in favor of it.
is situated in one of the
most favorable portions of Ohio, and
nearly
central� The college is at present in a very
flourishing condition� It stands as high if
not higher in reputation than
any other in
Ohio and also in the whole west� The per
petuity of the institution is settled. Kenyon
College cannot be said to be too far west.
The character of the men who have ap
phed (as far as yom Committee have been
able to ascertain) stands high.
matter

and feel

justified
Kenyon College

fratemity

ter

Delta Phi established
in

Miami

a

of the

center

Massachusetts led and in
time Ohio

Upsilon
ter. In

came

had

1835 Ohio

a

was

second

Psi

quest of Psi Upsilon. The
Greek letter societies aheady estab
lished at Kenyon looked with disdifficult

favor upon a chapter of Psi Upsilon,
opposed the new group, endeavored

discourage it, and even tried
break it up by winning away

chap

to

American

York and

tions from other fraternities to

of

them."

field. In 1854 Delta Kappa Epsilon
built its log cabin lodge, probably
the first building erected for frater-

the detail

not in

but

join

authentically

we

we

might desire.
founding
is the diary of

with the

of the Iota. The first

AUeghanies."

1858. They were strongly estabhshed
and were endeavoring to possess the

its

have three
accounts that deal,

Fortunately

contemporary

single char"beyond the

Founded in 1824, Ken
hke
its
yon,
neighbor, Miami, early
became one of the historic colleges
to welcome the Greek letter move
ment, where it has always found a
congenial home and background.
The first group faked to achieve
Psi Upsilon and was dissolved or
absorbed. Other Greek letter fraternities came to Kenyon, first. Delta
Kappa Epsilon in 1852, Theta Delta
Chi in 1854 and Alpha Delta Phi in

to

members. The lota's old record book
tells us that "They had many invita

third aU before Psi

granted

situation
a

in the fall of 1858 decided upon the

had

point

when in 1858

Upsilon to Ohio.
friendship and fraternity in
mind, eight Kenyon undergraduates

University, Oxford,

movement. New

lodge.
fraternity

With

Ohio. Ohio thus became the second

founding
fraternity

Kenyon

brought

extended to Ohio when in 1835 Al

pha

the

was

sessed the records of the first pe
titioners, there is no connection
between them and the men who

in

The Greek letter

frame

a

group of young men were drawn to
gether by the desire to join Psi Upsi
lon. Except that later the Iota pos

Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio,
respectfully report� That they have

given the

by

'62; the second a
McNekly '60, dated
December 18, 1860, less than a
L. Curtis

Henty

letter of Robert

month after the installation and de

scribing

that great event. The third

is the old record book with its

what

ctyptic

some-

"minutes" and "a sketch

attending the founChapter of tiie Psi
Upskon Fraternity."
Henty L. Curtis writes of one evening when coming from Chapel he
of circumstances

dation of the Iota

"drawn aside" and asked to join
group who proposed to establish

was
a
a

new

Some
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called in the

was

room

OF

PSI

of Erasmus

Owen

Simpson '61, which was, we
told, on the first floor in the

are

northeast

comer

of the west

wing

of

Old

Kenyon.

ning,

October 23, 1858. J. W. Cook
elected chairman and Simpson

was

It

was

Saturday

eve

UPSILON

correspondence with the Beta and
Chapters. During the spring of
1859 McNekly was in the East to at
tend the wedding of his warm friend
Salter, and, taking the occasion to
visit several Chapters, received much
other

encouragement.

But

the

petition

secretaty. The meeting was attended
by Cook, McNekly, Simpson, Gil
bert, Filmore, Bond, McClure and

failed to pass the Convention of that
June, which was held with the
Lambda. The Kenyon men were dis

Curtis� of

disheartened.
On October 22, 1859, another pe
tition, also addressed to the Beta,
was drawn
up which along with the

these

Nekly, Simpson,
on

appear

four� Mc

only

appointed

Gilbert and Curtis

the rolls of

Iota. Cook and

McClure,

and

left

college

before the installation of

the

Iota,

Bond

probably Fihnore,
deserted

to

join

Delta Phi.

Alpha

in

Simpson, who had Psi
McNekly was

mind.

Upsilon
friendly with the Rev. Charles Cotton
brilliant young
man, well known and prominent in

Salter, Beta '52,

a

Psi

Upsilon. Due to this connection,
probably vidth Salter's advice and
certainly with his backing, the Ken
yon group at its first meeting de
cided to present its petition through
the Beta. After the meeting the pe
tition was carefully drawn up, signed
by the eight in attendance, and for
warded

to New Haven.

tinued to advise the

and

to

use

Salter

con

Kenyon group

his full influence to fur

ther with all the
of the

Chapters the cause
petitioning group. Fortunately

Kenyon had in the East two other
prominent advocates, the Rev. John
Cotton Smith, Kappa '47, who had
taken his
with the
WiUiam

who

divinity work in Gambier
Bexley class of 1850, and
Walter Phelps, Beta '60,

was

later

to

become United

States Minister to Austria.

This first

not

old members bore the signatures of
five or six new ones. Walstein F. Dou-

'88, wrote that the new signers
Elhs, Paine, Daymonde, Nerand Brasee, of whom
Grannis
vey,
Elhs, Daymonde and Hervey left

thirt

The group had been gathered to
gether, it seems, by Robert McNekly
and E. Owen

but

petition

was

followed

by

were

college before the Iota was founded.
During the Christmas hohdays
McNekly again visited several of the
Chapters. Curtis notes in his diary
that when he returned on January
7, 1860, he brought a favorable re
port. Several of the Chapters were
strongly committed to the petition
ers and the Beta,
pro-Kenyon from
the first, was "stkl working for us."
Nevertheless, the Convention of
July, 1860, held with the Zeta, faked

by two votes to approve the Kenyon
petition. But still the matter was not
hopeless. The ten Chapters favoring
Kenyon had forced a resolution call
ing upon the two dissenters to re
consider their vote after returning
to college in the autumn. The final
decision was thus postponed. Mc
Nekly, now an alumnus of his Alma
Mater and still not

a member of Psi
returned
to
the East in Oc
Upskon,
tober and pleaded with the hesitat

ing Chapters. By privation and
sonal sacrffice the petitioners

186
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to finance the

trip.
opposi

According to tradition, the
tion was finally reduced to one man
who at last yielded to the more en
during McNekly.
McNekly was initiated by the
Theta. He secured eleven badges
from the Fraternity jeweler, tele
graphed the good news to Gambier,
and arrived there himsek on Friday,
the twenty-thkd of November. At a
meeting held that night it was de
cided to postpone the first Psi Upsi
lon initiation in Gambier and the in

stallation of the
the next

evening

Chapter

new
so

until

that the birth

day of the Iota might fall on the
twenty-seventh birthday of Psi Up
silon. But the jubilant young men
decided to

pins

come

the

on

out

with their

moming

of that

new

day.

"Great indeed," reads the record
book, "was the surprise manifested
the

sight
badges!"
at

How

of the

original

appropriate

that

diamond

we

should

know of the initiation from a letter
of McNekly written on December

18, 1860,
whose
is

to

name

simply

a

brotiier of die Deka

is unknown because he

addressed "Dear Friend":

The initiation passed off most satisfac
torily and with great eclat�much more so
than I expected would be the case. The
evening of the 24th ult. being the name
day of om: venerable mother "Theta" we
thought it best to initiate the new mem
bers on that evening as being the most
appropriate and significant time for so do
ing. We made our arrangements accord
ingly, and on the evening before named,
I first initiated the three seniors, after
which-I initiated the others separately.
We afterwards sang a number of Psi U
songs, with great enthusiasm and then par
took of the excellent supper prepared for
the occasion which added not a httle to
the hilarity of all present. We had of
course the usual amount of speech mak
ing, toasts and responses, and after keep

it up till a late hour we separated
highly delighted with the evening's pro
ceedings in general and with the strongest
fraternal feehng toward "Old Psi U" in
particular.

ing

The

installation

took

Major Riley's parlor.

The

place

in

names

of

the charter members of the Iota

are

Robert

be

McNekly

was

to

physician in New
Owen Simpson '61,

eminent

come an

York

'60, who

City;

E.

who with Gilbert, Grannis and Farr
were
distinguished and devoted

clergymen;

Episcopal

Mathew

Mathews Gilbert '61; Thomas Mackie Smith '61, an officer in the reg

Army; William Heathcote DeLancy Grannis '62; Henry Lambton
Curtis '62, a lawyer in Mt. Vemon,
ular

Ohio; Charles

Forrest Paine

'62,

a

Pennsylvania physician; Ohver Haz
ard Perry '62, also a physician, who
youth; Morton Elnathan
'63,
lawyer who graduated

died in his
Brasee

a

Union; Wilham Wilberforce
'64; and Charles Ewing Boerstler '64, a laviyer in Ohio.
from
Farr

McNekly continues
the early Iota:

his account of

Everything connected with the new
Chapter wears the most cheering aspect,
and there is

complete

no

doubt whatever as to the
of the enterprise. I be

success

lieve our Chapter is universally regarded
as the best at Kenyon in point of quahty,
though not so large in point of numbers
as some of the otihers. I also think so far
I am capable of judging, that it is
as
fully equal to several chapters of om be

loved Fraternity. Our men are carrying
everything before them in the way of
honors.

The University Quarterly of New
York of Januaty, 1861, contained the

following

account:

Toward the latter part of the present
our
coUege world was somewhat
moved by the appearance of a new secret
society pin. The stranger was duly examterm,
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incident of this initiation that is
typically "Kenyon," but not generally

ined and

proved to be the badge of the
celebrated Psi Upsilon Fratemity. This fra
temity has alwavs confined its workings to
the eastern colleges, and although very
strenuous efforts have annuaUy been made
by the members, and in some cases by the
Faculties, of western and southern col

an

known

has crovsmed the earnest and long con
tinued efforts of a band of our students,
speaks weU for Kenyon. In fact, the grant
ing of a chapter of this Fratemity to our
college, is virtually acknowledging that she
stands at the head of western colleges. We
trust that we may ever be the "Yale of
the West."

Chapter

and

m.atters

happy privilege of
taking over Psi Upsilon's order and
traditions. The new dignity called
for precise by-laws, the securing of
a lodge. The consideration of addi
tional members was continually be
fore the Chapter. Page after page of
There

was

the

the old minute books record these
acts

and decisions. The Iota
its

tablishing

own

was es

and

traditions

customs, its corporate consciousness
and place in the larger hfe of Ken
yon and Psi Upsilon. In the dark
days of the Civil War, the Iota went
to the aid of the Theta by sending
Morton E. Brasee
M. Zeller

'64,

'63, and David

to Union.

The

M.

Kenyon

Chapter had repaid the Theta for
initiating ks founder.
In die faU of 1864 the Iota voted

grant a charter to the petitioning
society at the University of Michi
gan. In December John Barnes Root,
Michigan '65, the "Father of the
Phi," who like Robert McNekly had
to

visited the
the

cause

eastern

of the

in Gambier and

Chapters

to

petitioners,
was

initiated

plead

arrived

by

the

lota. The annals of the Phi record

at

generally known
CoUege that Root's initiation had ex
tended into the early hours of the
morning. Albert P. Jacobs, Phi '73, in
The Phi of Psi Upsilon records how
morning

Professor

James

Kent Stone called upon evety Psi Up
silon in his Latin class to recite, ask

of

maintenance.

Kent

student

College. It
throughout the

was

the Iota settled

prosaic

more

needs

was a

Professor of Latin in the

the next
down to the

James

Bexley from 1861 to 1864. In 1863
he had become a member of the
Iota. In the fall of 1864 he was made

to procure a chapter, yet their peti
tions have been in vain. The success which

glow

men.

Stone, Harvard '61,

leges,

With this

Iota

to

ing unusually "searching" questions,
whereupon each and every man ignominiously "fizzled." But the Pro
fessor afterward told the boys that
as the whole
College knew of thek
midnight excursion, it was necessary
to quiz them, but not so necessary
to

in

mark down thek averages, which,
fact, he had forgotten to do!

Brother Stone later became President
of Kenyon and then of Hobart Col

lege.
Early
was

in

January, 1865,

the Iota

commissioned to install the Fra

temity

at

Michigan.

Clifford Beakes

Rossell, Iota '65, the head of his

Chapter, traveled to Ann Arbor to ini
tiate

on

January 26, 1865,

members of the Phi. He

the charter

was

assisted

by John Barnes Root. The stoty is
beautkuUy told in the records of the
Phi by Albert McKee Henry, Phi '67,
one

of the initiates.

The Ike of the Iota

began on the
of the Civil War. Such records
we have do not reflect the War
ak. But the Tenth Catalogue of

eve
as

at

the Fraternity, published in 1888,
shows that five members of the Iota
served with the Union Armies. But
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developing out

causes

of die War adversely affected die
growdi of Kenyon. For die next forty
years die enrollment was never more
one

four

one

sixty

years each

fraternity

has

in

one

own

of the

coUege buildings

has its

division

or

wkig

Kenyon lykig between "Middle
Kenyon" and tiie West Wkig. There
is a
corresponding East Division and
East Wing.
Some years later the Iota moved
to the north portion of Ascension

HaU. In die faU of 1895 die college
over die
living quarters there
for laboratories. During that year the
took

and each

enbrance and

"parlor."
by the
venerable George GiUespie Dickson
'67, addressed to an undergraduate,
own

Chapter

A letter written in 1939

described his first experience

Hotel,

standkig

the campus. The

at Ken-

rangements

of

home in Lebanon, Ohio,

bukding.

gether

toward

urge him
arrived toa

day, and the old coach that
between
Gambier and the rakplied
road station at Mt. Vemon five miles
away drew up at Old Kenyon's West

seniority

the north

portion

of that

unfavorably with the bull's-eye rooms
of Alpha Delta Phi and Delta Kappa
Epsilon in the wings of Old Kenyon.
During all the years that the Chapter

building
gloomy afternoon seemed "rather
forbidding" to
the young freshman, and perhaps a
severe

foUowkig year armade with the col-

The Iota was never quite satisfied
with North Hanna. The square common room on the first floor
compared

cold,

dark

Division. The

were

lege to occupy a portion of Middle
Kenyon, where it remained untk
1903, when, on the completion of
Hanna HaU, it was allotted by right

to

They
evenkig on

lived at die Old Kenyon
torn down but then
at the northwest corner of

since

yon. He entered coUege on a winter
afternoon late in 1865. His friend,
Samuel Ward Probasco '69, had
preceded hkn at Kenyon by several
months, then had returned to his
to go to Gambier.

surroundings!

Old

members of die Iota.
At Kenyon dormkory Ike has always been the rule. The idea of a
chapter house at Gambier has never
been seriously considered. For at
had its

new

is stiU caUed the West Division of

hundred and

twenty-five

least

warm-

the sixties the members of
die Iota, or at least a number of
them, were, k seems, housed in what

coUege. In the thktydelegations from 1866 through
were

friends

leaving the

During

of die

1899 diere

of home to find

assurances

in diek

dian

tunes

at

and

hearted Psi Upsilon ready to receive
them and welcome and shelter them

hundred. It was often less
fifty, even as low as dikty. In
numbers die Chapter shared the fordian

litde uncertain

stone

in the darkness of that

lived in Hanna Hall
on

the thkd floor

bition,

an

an

was a

"Owl's Nest"
constant

ambition which

am-

was

in

touch of homesickness added to his

that

depression.

for twenty years no Division was
ever so happy. The wits and gifted

But "What

find

was

my

sur-

group of young men
who afterwards proved to be part
of the Iota and who saluted me with

prise

great

to

a

httle strange,

men

the

never

of all the

a

achieved. But

college gathered

plain parlor

thek time, Fred

How many have

cordiality."
coUege, a

gone to

bukding

in

of the Iota, and, in
George Clark '13,

and Eugene Malcolm Anderson '14,
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led them all. How the Old Division

rang with "Welcome Brothers,"

as

Club House to be used for social
the
purposes by the Chapter during

the Psi U chain wound in and out of
the

and up and down the

rooms

stairs when

a

man

was

pledged

new

the

across

and beauti

ful Leonard Hall, named in honor
of the Bishop of Ohio and given by
the late Samuel Mather of Cleve

land, the brother of William Gwinn
Mather, Beta Beta '77, an honored
and generous benefactor of
Kenyon College. The large common

trustee

the fourth floor, knovsm as
Campbell Meeker room, was

room

the

student

and

strong beloved

at the

of the

beginning

are

early days
oner's

miles from the

two

short life had

given

college.
only place

The road that led to this

then available must have been ankle
deep in mud for a good portion of

and

alumnus whose

an

fifty

a

that the

of

conven

In its very

meetings.

death in 1924

Upskon

not

year the loft over a wag
shop out on "the triangle"

doUars
some

are

the Iota rented at

each school year.
first shrkie of the

Psi

live

to

no
fraternity
place at Kenyon. But it is necessary
for each fraternity to have a lodge

World War enlisted and served with
distinction as an officer. His untimely

deprived Kenyon

permitted

not

houses which have

ient for secret

perfected, finished, and fumished in
memory of James Edwin Campbell
Meeker '17, by his family. It serves
to keep alive the memory of that
gkted and beloved young man, brk
leader, who

Students
in

because dormitories

on

liant

1937, largely
of Malcolm
leadership
through
Anderson '14, the Chapter and
Alumni were persuaded to sell "The
Alumni House" to the coUege for
cash and a plot of land. On this plot
of ground the new lodge was bukt.

Commencement time. In

or

the

In 1924 the Iota moved

Middle Path to the

school year, and to provide sleeping
and a center for alumni at

rooms

alumnus returned!

an

UPSILON

SI

But this

Iota. It

was

was

first met

the

there

regularly.

Chapter
early

years this was
a
temporary arrange
lodge was discussed at

Even in the

much and prom

regarded

as

ised much.

ment. A new

Today the Iota seems to be per
manently located in North Leonard.
There the Chapter enjoys comfort

a

years later proposals were made to
solicit funds to buy or bukd a lodge

able

that would be

the

and

modern

Campbell

"Owl's

Nest"

dreams of
In 1920

a

rooms

and

Meeker Room has
that

surpasses

in

in

the

oner's
to

shop

1863.

October,

more

over

contkiued for

thkty years

Eari D. Babst, Iota-Phi '93, has

across

v^rkten of this "Dear Old

ing the campus came on the market.
The Iota Alumni Association, with

a

few words he has

feeling

the accumulated "Owl's Nest" Fund

of Iota

and additional generous gkts, pur
chased this property along with its

was

modeled to

serve

The house
as

a

Psi

was re

Upskon

the wag

house the shrkie of the Iota.

from the President's home and fac

spacious grounds.

Two

convenient and

suitable. But the loft

an

thkty

years ago.
beautkul old house

meeting

so

youth

Spot." In
expressed the

which the first three decades
men

held for the

early

place

that

associated with thek

and with Psi

Upskon.

An open and side stakway led up
to the
Lodge Room. A heavy door
190
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with handmade bars and lock se
cured, or endeavored to secure, its

sanctity

and

contents.

A

but

made

ever, this

building

constructed frame

sturdily

Also,

and in

ceeding generations

building
unsightly
conveniently placed, it still stands.
Every Iota pledge is taken out the
difficult road stiU unimproved to see
the former altar of the Iota

poorly

needed extensive

so

repaks.

it had failed to win from

of Iota

men

suc

the

"emotional attachment" thek elders
had for the "Dear Old

grounds

that

stood

he may learn from this outward and
visible sign, the simplicity and priva

separate

a

Spot."

On die

of the Iota Alumni House
one-room

building

easily adaptable for lodge purposes.
In fact this had been one of the

tions which die elder members of

the Iota endured

might

live

at

that Psi

so

Kenyon.

In the

Upskon
appeals

for funds for the pro
posed
Lodge, there are inti
mations that the alumni did not
of the

eighties
second

respond

because of thek affection

and sentiment for the old. Psi

Up

skon devotion had transfigured a re
mote and ugly old barn and made it
die "Dear Old Spot"!

"The Dear Old
Iota

dignity and a healthy
fratemity rivahy, together with very

Lodge of

Spot"

1860-1890

But fraternity

reasonable demands for better

reasons
underlying the purchase of
that property. From 1920 to 1937 this
small building served as the shrine

com

finally had thek
way. Funds had been accumulating
over a number of
years and finally
in 1890 were sufficient to purchase,
through the efforts of Walstein F.
Douthirt '88, a lodge house ready
made in the viUage. It had been
built for the Kenyon chapter of
fort and convenience

of Iota.
But the sale of the Alumni prop

Lodge an immedi-^
ate necessity. The plot of ground
included in the sale price, lying op
posite the gates of "Kokosing," the
fine old mansion bukt by Bishop
Bedell, just outside the vklage at die
erty made

Theta Delta Chi, but had never been
used by that fraternity. It was a two-

story building

with

a

large

northwest portion of the Gambier
plateau and looking out over a broad
valley, provided the site. Loyal and

room on

the first floor suitable for banquets,
dances and receptions, and with the
lodge room above. It was located a

generous alumni added bountkuUy
the money received for the Alumni

to

House, and

few hundred yards west of the cam
pus, on the street that crosses the
Middle Path just in front of the col

as

second
1921, how

the shrine of the Iota for

period

of

thkty

years.

By

a

in the winter and

spring

of 1937 the new lodge was bukt. In
the woods, within a hundred yards
of the site of the original AKE log
cabin lodge, it is a beautkuUy de

lege gates.
This second lodge, so convenient
and attractive in its newmess, served

a new

and well constructed stone
building, of the English type, thor
oughly modern in detak and con-
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worthy in evety way to be
meeting place of the Iota. When

venient,
the

the "Dear
behind its

Old Shrine" is shut away
folding doors, the large

room

becomes

cious

enough

hall spa
to accommodate one

banquet

a

hundred members of Psi

(none

other

are

Upskon

allowed to

cross

and
waUs. A memorial
cabinet is for the pins of those Iota

its

Historic

portals).
plaques adorn the
men

pictures

who, though dead, yet live,

whose

stkl abides in the

friendship

UPSILON

SI

OF

hearts of those who remain, whose
love still blesses the Iota of today.

who carried

dark

through

on

by faith, overcoming
difficulty.
The substance of

fraternity

be vsritten. It consists of the
frank, brave friendships of youth
which continue through the years.
It consists of the things our elder
us. It is made up of
those
who have gone
gratitude
before and who have left us diis

brothers told
to

noble heritage. It is consummated by
a firm resolve to hand on this treas

unimpaked.

ure

In the

fak

a

spring

seniors,

more

of 1882 the Iota had

two

juniors,

one

representation

sixty-two

were

in

college

a

only Roger

'85, returned the following
enter his

sophomore
Iota Chapter

saved the
last year at
more

Kenyon

Lodge

which

'78,

one

Kenyon
The

of

early days,
belonged to George

memento

cherished
the

pipe

F. Klock

of die most beloved of aU
Psi U's.

new

Lodge

was

dedicated

Episcopal Bishop

of

Southern Ohio, rendered the prayer
of dedication.
The Iota has had its heroes� men
who in thek
in the

generation

Chapter,

men

were

strong

who returned

for every Commencement and re
union, men who took over some

special

autumn

year. "He
and in his

saw

the Iota

powerful
put together."

In 1941 his

widow, at the suggestion of Earl D.
Babst, sent to the Iota, to be placed
in the Memorial Cabinet, his badge.
In

his

letter

of

acknowledgment

on

Rev. Phk Porter, D.D., Iota '12. The
Rt. Rev. Henry Wise Hobson, Beta
Protestant

grad
Peters

Brother Babst wrote:

June 12, 1937, with Psi U songs and
an "Act of
Thanksgiving" by the

'14,

in

than the other fra

temities
as a

was

then enrolled but

students. The seniors

uated. Of the rest
to

sopho

and three freshmen. This

which there

also houses,

can

never

two

The

days

mountains of

task for the

Fratemity,

men

a

He was the sole member of the Iota at
time when rivals were strong. By a series

of letters addressed to nearby alumni he
back to the "HiU," week after
week, a number of graduates sufficient to
give the Chapter its fuU representation on
coUege occasions and especially for the
Satmday night singing, long a feature at

brought

Kenyon.
Tiiese letters were a precious inheritance
of the Chapter and in my day already had
been read over and over again, as glow
ing tributes and inspiring appeals to the
bond of friendship which is the very cen
ter and core of coUege fratemity life.
With Roger at the hehn the Iota soon re

gained
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its

strength.
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Chapter

of 1936

Members of Psi

Upsilon

at

the General Convention of the Protestant

Episcop

Top Row: Left to Right: Paul Roberts, Beta Beta '09, Wilham B. Roberts, Beta
Richards, Theta '22, MaxweU Long, Iota '05, Donald H. Wattley, Iota '17, He
liam B. Spofford, Beta Beta '14, Bertram L. Smith, Beta Beta '15, Charles L.
K
Harry Beal, Beta '06. Bottom Roio: WiUiam G. Mather, Beta Beta '77, WiUiam
Beta '06, Halstead W. Caldwell, Eta '06, WiUiam P. Niles, Beta Beta '93, Robert P
F. Mosher, Theta '92. Upper Right: Daniel T.
Hun
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Fourteen years later the Iota faced
simkar crisis. After 1890 the modest

emoUment

Kenyon had
spring of

at

In the

declined
1895 the

steadily.
Chapter had been very small. It con
sisted of Albert James BeU '95, Henry
Stanbery '96, and Philemon Beecher
Stanbety '98. In September Phk
alone returned. Soon, however, he
was
joined by Frank Irving ComWell

'98, who
to

gan
mother

came

to

ensure

Kenyon from Michi

the Ike of the Phi's
This

Chapter.

gracious

the part of the Phi has
forgotten by the Iota.

act

been

never

For months these two

on

Protestant

Episcopal Bishop

of Ken

tucky. Earl D. Babst '93, for many
years a Trustee of Kenyon, whom
the Iota shares with the Phi, served
President of the American Sugar
Refining Company from 1915 to
1925, and since as Chakman of the
as

Board,

a

member of the Executive

Counck from 1908 to

1928,

its Presi

dent from 1924 to 1928, succeeding
Herbert L. Bridgman. Leo W. Wer
theimer '99, editor of the
General Catalogue of Psi

Twelfth
Vpsilon,

the Executive
Counck from 1908 to 1915. Walter

was

a

member

of

performed

evety Psi U function at Kenyon. Once
each week they marched to the Lodge

singing, keeping

fraternity
they pledged

for Psi

custom

at

Leo

Upsilon

Kenyon.
Weldon

the

Soon
Wer

theimer

'99, who, both as an under
graduate and as an alumnus, has

been

one

of the bulwarks of Psi

Up

sUon and the Iota. Before the end
of that academic year these three
had assembled a strong Chapter. The

had another member
crisis. Nor has ks charter ever

Iota has

ship

again

never

been in

danger.

lota Alumni House

With wise devotion the Iota

of the nineties and

early

hundreds have watched

nineteen
over

the

Chapter. Addison C. Dickinson '88,
Eari D. Babst '93, Ralph C. Ringwait '94, at present a Trustee of
Kenyon, the three Stanberys, Dr.
Hemy '96, Phkemon '98, and Hart
'00, Raymond T. Sawyer '00, Charles
F. Magee '01, Walter C. Curtis '01,
and Leland A. Vaughn '04, have re
turned year after year to Gambier.
Carl A. Weiant '05, watched every
stone placed in the new lodge.
Charies
'05, is now the

Clingman

of

1920

men

'03, since 1921 a member
Council, was at one time its
Treasurer, and at present is a Trustee
T. Collins

of the
of

Kenyon.
just as succeeding generations

But

of Iota men learned from these loyal
stalwarts so they in thek under
graduate days learned from the men
who had gone before.
Robert McNekly '60, highly influ
ential ki the founding of the Iota,
was a prominent physician and sur

geon in New York City. James Kent
Stone '61, President of Kenyon Col-
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States Senator from West

lege from 1867 to 1868, of Hobart
College from 1869 to 1870, had a
long and distinguished career as a
clergyman and as the author of
numerous
religious works. He lived
untk 1921. The McGuffey brothers-

United

of

were

the

the

sons

sion,

Thomas

Simonton

'69,

a

York.

banker in

the time of his death in

at

years United

of St.

of his Alma Mater,
active in the Iota. Clark and

a

was

was

May,

were

tmstee

Anderson wrote and sang operettas
Kenyon Glee Club.

1940, the oldest member of the lota.

During

seven

Alaska, rec
John's Episcopal Church,
San Bernardino, Gal.; Fred George
Clark '13, lecturer and author, re
cently president of the Crusaders;
and Eugene Malcolm Anderson '14,
who for several years, until his death,
tor

Leonidas

Ohio,

'12, for

States Commissioner in

of the

famous

New

D.

of Grace Episcopal Church,
Dayton, Ohio; the Rev. WiUiam A.

of the Church of the Ascen

Troy,

John

rector

McGuffey
Augustus John Ricks '65, a
prominent jurist, served as Federal
Judge in Ohio. James Cakd '67, was
rector

the

World War the Rev. Phk Porter '12,

readers.

the

Rev.

of

of diree Iota men-John F. '21, David
B. '24, and Robert N. D. '27,-continued the Iota tradition.
In the classes just before the first

Song," "Our Gallant
Band," "Our Lodge-Room," and "The
Origin of Psi Upskon," and Edward
Mansfield '76, the rector of St. James
Protestant Episcopal Church, Ehnhurst. New York, an authority on the
law,

the

States;

Vkginia,

Skkton '88; and Charles Henry Arndt
'89, devoted clergyman, the author of
"Welcome, Brothers" and the father

�"Convention

author

General

Advocate

Judge

Charles Drake '63, a noted educator
and writer of some of our best songs

canon

UPSILON
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for the

the seventies Charles Hk-

dreth Blak

'72, later of die Chi; Talford Park Linn '72, prominent law
yer, for many years trustee of Kenyon;

"Andy"

Amory Dwight Mayo '74, leading
clergyman and author of many reli
gious works; and Colonel Harry C.
Benson '77, from 1904 to 1908 Super

courage, his virtus and with all his
robust wit, his gravitas, commanded

From

days

strong and

Philippkie
the Iota.

administration of Dr. Wkliam Foster

Park, and from 1912
to

to

geons of Columbus�Wikiam Drake

Peirce, Kenyon CoUege moved steadky forward. Endowments, new build

Hamkton '80, and Charles Sumner
Hamkton '83, Wkliam Tappan '85;

ings, better equipment were added.
By 1906 the enrollment had reached

In the

the

eighties,

the

a

Psi

and from 1908 to 1910 of Yellowstone

Islands, all brought honor

was

deep respect and love throughout
Upskon. His untimely death in
1938 deprived the Fraternity of an
outstanding leader.
From 1896, beginning with the

intendent of Yosemite National Park

1915 Chief of Staff of die

undergraduate

wholesome influence in the Chapter.
His forthright good wkl, his moral

a

National

his

Anderson

outstanding

HarnweU brothers� Charles

ser-

P.

one

'86 and Frederick W. '89; Oscar W.
NewTiian '88, prominent lawyer and
of the

Court of

hundred and

years

fifty.

following there

was a

recession

attendance, but in 1912 the
turned again. Even during the
in

Ohio;
Supreme
Justice
Guy Despard Goff '88, lawyer. United

For several

World War

194

Kenyon

tide
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held their

ovm.

dormitory,
necessity.

new

had be

Hall,

for admission to

Kenyon

have far exceeded the available

and the Curtis

ac

commodations.

those

who in recent years have
brought back to the Chapter old and
honored names shining anew, or

among those who have

Dr. Pekce after his

long

service

names

the lota's

to

succeeded in 1937 by Dr. Gor
don Keith Chalmers who played such
a fine host to the 1938 Convention,

voted roll.

held in Gambier

hundred and

was

April 18-20, and
who inaugurated the system of plac
ing

the dormitories and

the

disposal

of the

commons

at

and

delegates

guests.
AU this had
size

of the

Kenyon.
stituted

a

great

effect

on

fraternity chapters

Untk 1920 fifteen

at

men con

large chapter. Today chap
thirty or more are common.
high morale and the excellence

of the Iota have been maintained
.

proportion
sons or

a

two

decades. A

large

of its members have been

brothers of former Iota

men.

The younger alumni are achieving
fine success. The Rev. Donald G.

Henning '30, now headmaster of
Shattuck School, has just received
the degree of Doctor of Divinity
honoris causa from his Alma Mater.
L.

The three Arndt brothers, John F.
'20, David B. '24, and Robert N. D.

'27, George
T. Hummel

Louis Brain

'23, Donald

'20, Phkip
V.

Carey

Magee, '28, Thaddeus W. Taylor '29, and his brother
Carleton F. '36, AUan Vaughn '39,
'25, Charies

new

and de

long

The Iota has had four hundred
and

members.

sixty

a

Of these two

fifty-one

are

alive.

of the Iota, and
Trustee of the College, the Rev.

An illustrious

son

Phil Porter

'12, who has compiled

the

of his

history

We who
Iota sons,

Chapter,

writes:

T.

now

are

the Iota, fathers of

doubly grateful.

are

We

are

the Iota men who came before
us, who founded the Chapter and who
preserved for us the heritage. We are
grateful for our Iota sons and their young
brothers and ours, who are in a very real
sense also our sons. We know that the
same dear flame of devotion that has pre
served the ancient altars of Psi Upsilon is
not failing, but bums with increasing
brightness in this darkening time. God
grant to us and to them, the devotion "to

grateful

a

during the past

given

the

ters of

The

brothers, Henry L.
'37, are among

and Walter C.

'36,

For several years

come a

applications

the

By 1921,

Leonard

CHAPTERS

lay

our

to

sweetest

offerings down,"

not

only

"before the shrine Psi Upsilon" but before
the shrine of Christian civilization. Our
Fratemity is one of the good things that
was bom, and can only hve in a free land
and among free men.

When our race on earth is run.
And our labor here is done.
And the jeweled crown of hfe is

fairly

won.

May our last faint faltering breath.
Ere 'tis hush'd in silent death.
Breathe the

Upsilon.

sweetest

Charles

of

all

Henry

words,

Psi

Amdt '89

of A Sketch of the Founding of the Iota Chap
ter of Psi
Upsilon at Kenyon College, by Walstein F. Douthirt '88, and
particularly The Iota of Psi Upsilon, by the Rev. Phil Porter '12. Valuable
suggestions have been made by Leo W. Wertheimer '99.
The author has made

use
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of
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CHAPTER

January 26,

Michigan

1865

twenty-seventh
bkthday of Psi Upsilon that our Fra
ternity left New York and New Eng

collegiate department opened
September, 1841.
The growth and development

land. With the establishment of the

the

It

not

was

Iota at

untk the

Kenyon,

Psi

Upsilon

was

to Ann

In the year 1865, Michigan's great and
institution of leaming, which had

growing

surprised the world by suddenly rising to
the highest rank almost in the midst of the
primeval forest, became the seat of a chap
ter of Psi Upsilon.

Arbor where the Uni

Michigan had already
taken a place among the nation's
leading seats of learning. There,
January 26, 1865, the famous Phi
Chapter was born, a Chapter always
prominent in the annals of Psi Up
skon. The Phi, the fourteenth jewel
in the Crown of our Society, was the
versity

of

first to be instaUed in

a

1867, whke the University
stkl in its thkd decade, and but
In

University

of

New

and

of the

Territory of
Michigan had "called into legal being
the 'Catholepistemiad or University
of Michigania!" Albert P. Jacobs '73,
in the Phi of Psi Upsilon, writes:
This

Judges

perous in the country.
With the opening of the

repealed four years later by a
which provided for the estabhsh
ment in Detroit of the
University, and for
the government of it by a board of trustees;
but the Act of March 18, 1837, organized
the University anew, creating a board of
was

nitely adopted

Ann Arbor

as

the site of the

institution.

college

year 1844-45, the University had,
for the first time, four undergraduate

classes�about

statute

regents to take the place of the trustees;
and, two days later, the legislature defi

York, declared that Harvard,

country." From the eleven students
who graduated at the first Com
mencement, August 6, 1845, the Uni
versity has grown untk it is today
one of the
largest and most pros

had

been founded in 1817 when the Gov
emor

two

Yale, and Michigan were "the three
great institutions of learning in this

state uni

Michigan

was

years after the Phi Chapter had been
instaUed, George Wkham Curtis, in
the Constitutional Convention of

versity.
The

of

remarkable. Wil

lard Fiske, Psi '51, viTOte:

on

the way to becoming a fraternity
national in scope. From Ohio the
path of Psi Upsilon continued west
ward

University

were

in

eighty

students in all.

During that same year, in 1845, Beta
Theta Pi, which had been founded
at Miami University in Ohio but six
years before, instaUed its eleventh
chapter in Ann Arbor; and Chi Psi,
bom in 1841

at

lished its seventh

Old Union, estab
chapter. The next

Actually the University dates from
1837 despite the fact that its corpo
rate existence began
twenty years

year to these two societies the thkteenth chapter of Alpha Delta Phi

before, and that instruction had been
given in Detioit for many years. The

in

was

in
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added. Delta

Kappa Epsilon

1855, Zeta Psi and Sigma Phi
1858, and Phi Delta Theta in

Phi

Chapter House, University
1000 Hill

of

Michigan. Bukt
Michigan

Street, Ann Arbor,

in 1926

G
*/

-1^- ^

^K^

#
The fourteen Charter Members of the Phi

Chapter,

1865

THE

1864 estabhshed

versity

of

chapters
Michigan.

Albert P.
dent of the
that:

CHAPTERS

at the Uni

Dartmouth man had asked the Michigan
Beta Theta Pi to send him a copy of the
constitution (said to be in their hands) of
a
powerful Eastern order then represented
both at Dartmouth and Michigan. To that
order he did in fact belong. Probably his
request was prompted by the Michigan
branch of his society; but however that
have had
may be the catalogue seems to
effect. Telling as it did of the most suc
cessful of aU Greek-letter orders, of a fra
temity that existed in none but important
colleges, and all the chapters of which
were
hving and prosperous, it must have
been a revelation to the exponents of a
struggling Western society. Little wonder,
then, that the Ann Arbor men turned to
Psi Upsilon when they became aware of

Jacobs '73, a careful stu
early University, records

The tide of prosperity (of the Univer
was checked
by the bitter and intol
erant war waged
by the Faculty against
the secret societies. Yet this conflict, disas
trous as were its immediate effects, was
productive of good, for it resulted not
merely in tlie complete triumph of the so
cieties, but in the reorganization of the
University upon a basis of constitutional

sity)

independence.
Because of this conflict which

their isolated state.

began

in the late forties the functions of

Beta Theta Pi

were

suspended

The

from

petitioners

Upsilon

thus

for

charter of Psi

a

the members of

were

1850 to 1853.

the Lambda

The account of the steps leading
to the establishment of the Phi have

Pi.

been

to the Convention in New York

and

The first

de

vividly
accurately
scribed by the scholarly chronicler
of die Phi, Albert P. Jacobs '73, tiiat
it would be
foUy to attempt to im
so

prove upon his

story told

In the year 1851 branches which Beta
Theta Pi had estabhshed at Brown Uni

versity and

at

Wilhams

CoUege

were

ab
that

sorbed by an Eastern Fratemity, so
the former society when reorganized in
Michigan soon reahzed that all hope of
forming connections with the East had
passed, and that it must look for com
panions to the struggling colleges of the
West. But the relations of Michigan dur
ing the rule of ChanceUor Tappan ( 18521863), and, indeed, imtil recent times,
were almost
wholly with the Eastern Col
leges. Men from the East composed the
Faculty. With one exception (Beta Theta
Pi) aU the secret societies were of Eastern
origin. In fact none of the numerous Westem and Southern fratemities now
repre
sented at Ann Arbor, effected a permanent
lodgement prior to 1876, and most of
them are much younger.
As early as 1849 the Michigan Chapter
of Beta Theta Pi, through a singular cor
respondence with a certain Dartmouth
student, had obtained possession of a cata
logue of our Fratemity. Representing himseff to be a member of Psi Upsilon the

petition

was

held with the Deka
Four of the eleven

against
petition

in 1906:

Many

presented
City

June 29, 1854.
voted

Chapters

it. A simkar fate awaited the

the

to

Convention which

met in New Haven

were

of Beta Theta

Chapter

members

July 24, 25,

of

at that time

our

Fraternity

opposed

to

establishment of any further
ters. Since

1843, the

1855.

Alpha

the

chap

at Har

vard had been the only branch added
to bur hallowed circle.
In the late fifties and early sixties
the competitors of Beta Theta Pi

Alpha Delta Phi, Delta
Kappa Epsilon, Sigma Phi and Zeta

were

Chi Psi,

Psi, each of which traced
to

New York

The

eligible

or

to

its

origin

New

students

England.
were mostly

from famkies of Eastern extraction.

These difficulties which confronted
the Lambda of Beta Theta Pi were
augmented during the Civil War,

which closed all the colleges in the
South and crippled many in the West
�the fraternity practically suspended
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At last

operations. From the annals of the
Phi, Milton Jackson '67, one of the
charter members, described the situ

AU

1863-64, when the isolated

the

group renewed its efforts to obtain
a charter of Psi
Upskon:

ter.

ation in

The exterior of the Beta Theta Pi,
Lambda Chapter, was all energy. The
brothers were men whose bonds of personal
and fraternal friendship were strengthened
in proportion to their trials, and thus they
were
prepared for the period of probation,
as it were, between the
resignation of the
Beta Theta Pi and the new birth into Psi
Upsilon. They held as honorable a rank as
the best in college. They regularly met
and preserved the life and light of their
organization. But their enthusiasm gained
nothing from abroad. If, as Betas, they
would be known as members of a thrifty
society, they must depend upon the repu
tation of those whose names had been

catalogued

before,

years

latter

This

fraternity.

compelled

to

they

or

reputation and

tain that

exist

course

must
as

a

they

Trouble then

they did succeed in winning over one
undergraduate. To him, Albert P.
Jacobs '73, writes:
The founders of the Phi turned over the
old Hall with its records and its scanty
furniture. December 17, 1864, the pros
pective Psi Upsilons of Michigan resigned
their membership in Beta Theta Pi.

sus

George

were

to

Upskon,
prepared for
which

was

tiy

again for
petition was

once

formal

a

the Convention of 1864
be held with the Psi

to

19, 20. The Convention of the

July
preceding
ous

year, in response to vigor
requests from Psi U alumni, had

appointed

a

Arbor and to
of the

University.

vention

"yielded

on

the

But the

the

vacation, the

vote

had to await the

Chapters
John Barnes Root '65, was sent
a tour of the
Chapters of Psi Up

tumn.
on

silon to
mous

by

secure

the

requisite

Rossell,

of

au

The lota

was

Iota

'65, the head of the

Kenyon Chapter,

was

sent to

Ann

Arbor to initiate the
tioners. On

Chapter
assisted

unani

and
198

Michigan peti
January 26, 1865, the Phi

was

installed. Rossell
Barnes

was

Root '65.

by John
day thkteen were initiated,
four days later, Edward L. Wal-

One that

ratification of the action taken

the Convention.

early in
Chapter had

came

charged with the task of instaUing
the new Chapter. Clifford Beakes

to the

oft-repeated
petitioners."
colleges having adjourned

summer

finaUy

January, 1865; every
agreed to the petition.

prospects

This time the Con

entreaties of the distant

for the

a

The word

committee to visit Ann

report

'67, records:

meeting in Comehus and Aldrich's
Brother Root addressed the brothers
in a brief speech, stating that he had no
doubt of our getting a grant for a chapter;
yet it would require time, and he hoped
that the brothers would not grow impa
tient. To test thek spirit he proposed that
each one hold up his right hand and
pledge his honor not to join any other
organization than Psi Upsilon. Everyone
readily complied, and again we were bound
to act as brothers. We adjourned, not to
meet again, as the sequel proved, imtil we
were called together to be initiated into
the Psi Upsilon Fratemity.
At

from the class of 1867.

Psi

L. Maris

room

we

society, despite its
able to get five
character,
men

in Ann Arbor.

arose

A few "undeskable" alumni of Beta
Theta Pi tried to defeat the move;

adopt.

Determined

On his

spot."

was

good

the word that had

and

so

the
way home Root,
in
Gambier
the
of
father
Phi, stopped
and was initiated in December,
1864, by the lota at "the dear old

learn that the
local

came

anxiously awaked.
long
opposition had been overcomepetkioners would get thek char

been

local

From the annals of the Phi

UPSILON

SI

OF

THE
ter

'68, who could

the

installation,

CHAPTERS

be present at

not

and CressweU

lavtyers

were

in Chi-

initiated. The
fourteen charter members of the Phi
were Abram
Joseph Aldrich, Wkliam

cago; PenneU, banker. Albert Henry,
a
lawyer, was "a leading citizen" of

Henry Barnes, James D. H. Cornel
ius, and John Barnes Root, of the
class of 1865; Henry Wright Hub

chant in

was

a

Jackson a "prosperous mer
Phkadelphia;" Maris a dis
tinguished "principal of academies
in Pennsylvania." Mercer had charge
of a school in Illinois. Mudge "acquked prominence at the Brooklyn
Detroit;

bard and Akred Eugene Mudge, of
die class of 1866; Albert McKee

Henty, Milton Jackson, George Lewis
Maris, and Joseph Aaron Mercer, of

Bar;" Hubbard
American

was

Treasurer of the

Aid-

Missionary Society.

the class of 1867; and Adonkam D.
Carter, Thomas CressweU, Galusha
PenneU, and Edward Lorraine Wal

rich "became

ter, of the class of 1868.
In the "Extracts from the
of iiie Phi Chapter of Psi

Court of Arizona; Cornelius was a
Professor of Latin in Adrian College;

Within the
men

parlor of the
gathered,

an

countenances there rested

of

upon

a
.

.

one as

belonging

to

Michigan;" Barnes
Justice of the Supreme

originally

petitioning body
played a large part in bringing
Psi Upsilon to Michigan. Very soon
they were initiated. They included
Orlando M. Barnes '50, lavi^yer and
distinguished alumnus of the Uni

more

save

a

notable

family; James Craig

Watson

the forerunner of

versity,

the old Beta Theta Pi,

slim, yoimg fellow, evidently whoUy

Michigan, IsLwyoT,

'57, "renowned astronomer;"
H. McGowan

a

manner of
doing things. And
he calls Barney, who alone has been
initiated into the mysteries of the new or
der, into the back room. You all know
Barney Root with his smooth, jovial face,
his somewhat stooping figure, whose cor
dial hand ever welcomed a member of his
fratemity. To him above all others do we
owe the successful
founding of our Chap
ter, and hun especially must our Chapter
ever hold in
grateful remembrance.

now

purposes.

versity,

on

Walter

ber of the

distinguished memUniversity faculty; Carter

was

a

of the

a

and of the

University

of Wis

Literature, the first of the D'Ooge
lineage; Orville W. Coolidge

Psi U

'63,

Though

by

Regent

consin; Martin L. D'Ooge '62, learned
Professor of the Greek Language and

fire in 1869, k stood for
the northwest corner
many years
of Ashley and West Huron Streets.

wrecked

and

distinguished Profes
sor of History at Michigan, subse
quently President of Cornell Uni

'61, for years

The Monitor, the site of the inau
gural exercises, soon ceased to be
hotel

Jonas

'61, Congressman from

University; Charles Kendall Adams

in his

for

"en-

had

Psi U

used

lawyer,

in horticulture."

and about that one they cluster, listening
with eager ears as he talks to them. He
is Brother Rossell from "Iota" of whom
we have heard so much. He is a short,
man

a

The alumni of the

whose
look

Look
anxiety and curiosity.
and you will recognize all
.

gaged

mingled

closely

Associate

and Root,

Monitor thir

were

of the successful

newspaper men of

History
Upsilon
for 1864 and 1865, Mkton
Jackson
'67, historian," there is an account by
Albert M. Henry '67, of the initiation:
teen

one

Ckcuit

Judge

in

Michigan;

Henty

M. Hurd

of the

Johns Hopkins Hospkal;

'63, Superintendent
Ar-

'64, "an esteemed resident of Detrok;" George C. Pahner
'64, a physician and surgeon; and

thur Everett

Bluford Wkson '64, a lawyer, Solicitor, Unked States Treasury. Barne�
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and
of

Craig had been earher
the departed society.

members

Thus did the Ike of the Phi
These

men

were

begin.

the forerunners of

eight hundred and seventy-three
Michigan men who have been privi
leged to wear the diamond badge.
of these four hundred and eightysurvive. The Ike of the Phi

seven

has been
ous

a

notable

Four

one.

Conventions of Psi

glori

Upskon

have

been held in Ann Arbor, in the years
1868, 1880, 1896, and 1926. Through
out what wik soon be a life of seventysons

seven

of the Phi have

years,
rendered eminent service to thek

leave it to the reader to paint in imagi
nation the effect of the first Psi U swing
out of Fourteen Men! On February 18th
we leamed that the Faculty looked upon
the diamond with favor.

At the Convention with the Xi,
18, 19, 1865, the new Chapter

opinion
University

the
of

men

from

1877 to

Babst, Iota-Phi '93,
from 1908 to 1928, President from
1924 to 1928; and Scott Turner '02,
since 1936, and President for the
past four years.
The

D.

chronicles carry the
through ks first

original

history

of the Phi

decade. Milton
L.

Maris

Jackson '67, George

'67, Frank

A. Blackburn

'68, Theodore F.
Reed '72, Sidney

Kerr

and Isaac Adams

'74,

C.

'69,

Homer

Eastman
are

'73,

the his

torians.

Jackson '67,

continues his

chronicle:

strong

been chartered

by

thus

a

.

circles,

whispers

in

knovvTi

students what

certaui

was

it

was

brewing.

.

.

not

We

body

a

a

secret

or

lodge

of the Phi

dedicated, the chronicler tells
on
May 20, 1865.

was

us,

Then and there
men.

It

was

marshalhng of all
May-day in Psi Upsilon.
was a

Brother J. B. Root pronounced an oration
of eulogy on the past and bright prophecy
for the future. Brother John M. Wheeler
told of Psi UpsUon in the twenty-five years
ago, and refreshed us with stories of emu
lation and victory. Brother J. D. H. Cor
nehus then struck his lyre and caUed forth
an

ode.

lodge was above Watson's
photograph gaUery on Huron Stieet,
The

new

block east of the Cook
House (now the Allenel Hotel). For
five years this served as the shrine
about hak

a

newly-born Phi.
early years teemed with activ
ity. Early m October, 1868, the local
chapter of a now extinct fraternity
of the
The

mem

bers, "who may be regarded ahnost as
a second
group of charter members,
so

branch of the Iota,
when, in July '65, the Convention met at
Middletown, Conn., Brothers Root and
Maris were received as delegates from tlie
Phi which then came fully into existence.
Previously lota's by-laws had been our
regulations and we sung her songs.
From December until February 1st we
were without
badges. Though there were
were

by

so

surrendered its charter and six

Mkton

We

had

The first HaU

our

1878; Eari

was

the

society.

skon. The Phi has contiibuted three

members of the Executive Council,
two of whom have had the
signal
honor of being President: Alfred

July

named the Phi,
suggestion of
the "scribe of the Gamma Chapter."
Albert P. Jacobs '73, ventured the
that never in the history of
at

country. Alma Mater and Psi Up

Eugene Mudge '66,

UPSILON

PSI

exceptional

have been thek

serv

ices," joined the Phi�Oliver H. Dean
'68, Henry H. Barlow '70, Charles A.
Rust '71, Eugene J. Weeks '71, John J.
Mapel '72, and Homer Reed '72. On
April 17, 1869, two members of the
Phi, Charles H. Hamilton '69, whose
name

was

"Hamkton

perpetuated in the
Literary Society," and

to

be

Phi

Chapter

of 1883

Phi

Chapter

of 1885

Phi

Chapter

of 1893

�ff't^t^

I-./'

�^

J,

Phi

Chapter

of 1907

THE

C

H

A

Charies A. Rust '72, installed the
Omega Chapter at the old University
of

Chicago.

The

describe the
early
exercises which consisted of

literary
original papers and readings from
Shakespeare. Francis A. Blackburn
'68, records:
Toward the close of the
year

effort

made

(1867)

an

to render our
hterary
frequent and profitable. A
plan was adopted by which readings of
Shakespeare were made to alternate with
papers prepared by the different classes.
It went off weU for a time but
finally died
out. One thing however came from it that
we are sure that the
chapter wiU not wiUingly "let die." This was a Psi U song by
Brother E. L. Walter, which
appeared in
was

exercises

more

the paper of the class of '68, and which is
certainly worthy of a place in our history.
When cames the mild September,
And we with joy remember
How starts the year anew.
How starts the year anew.
What makes us all so
joUy,
So fuU of fim and foUy,
If it is not Psi U,
If it is not Psi U.

large apartments was leased to
serve as the second
Lodge of the Phi.
Dedicated Friday evening, February
the home of Psi
Arbor.
Eari D.

a

decade

Upsilon

in

as

Ann

Babst, Iota-Phi '93, has

vsritten of the

early days

at

the Phi:

The history of the chapter from its foun
dation has been rich in the close associa
tion of its alumni group. The entries in the
chronicles of the early days, of the wel
come of
fratemity brothers to the Faculty
and to alumni of the chapter on their re
turn to the haU of the Phi, emphasize the
cordial bond between the older and the
younger members which has been one of
the chief glories of the chapter.

B.

AngeU, Sigma '49,
President of the University
James

R

S

century.

In 1909 this

grand

Psi U

made President Emeritus. His
presence on the Campus, for several
was

decades he lived but

stone's throw

a

from the first Chapter House of the
Phi, his inspkation and watchful in
terest in the

ful

Fraternity were a power

influence

character

for

and

scholarship.
Other Psi U's

on

the

tributed thek
to

Faculty

con

and

loyalty
prestige
growing Chapter. John M.

the

Wheeler, Theta '41,

University,

Treasurer of the

"aided the Phi from its

bkth, as he continued to aid it until
his death, with time, money, and
wise counsel."

he wrote the famous song, "Psi
silon, Psi U.," which begins:

three

it served for

E

For the first formal annual sup
per of die Chapter, October 20, 1866,

October 15, 1869, the thkd floor
of 221 South Main Street contakiing

18, 1870,

T

of 1871, which office he fiUed witii
honor and distinction for nearly hak
a

records

P

Up

Tonight, dear brothers we have met
To plight anew our troth.
To love for aye, and ne'er forget
Psi Upsilon, Psi U.

prestige and devotion of Profes
sors
James C. Watson '57; Charles
Kendall Adams '61; George S. Morris,
The

Zeta

'61, who

in 1870 became Pro

fessor of Modern

Languages;

Martin

L. D'Ooge '62; Edward L. Walter
'68; Francis A. Blackburn '68, teacher
of Latin; Mark W. Harrington '68,

Asttonomy and Dkector
Observatoty, meant much

Professor of
of

the

to

the

S.

Phi.

Dunster,

Later

Alpha

Edward
'56, joined the
Dr.

Medical Faculty; Henry S.
Xi '69, became Professor of

Carhart,

Physics;
Kelsey, Upsilon '80, the
distinguished Professor of Latin Lan
guage and Literature; George W.
Francis W.

became

Patterson, Beta '84, Professor of Elec

in

trical

June
201

Engineering;

and

Dean

C.

ANNALS

OF

UPSILON

SI

Worcester '89, Assistant Professor of
Zoology. To this remarkable group
of men the Phi is
eternally indebted.

was it for us that in the
when the Phi alumni in Detroit
were
young and few, we had the assistance
of such brothers.

November 27, 1877, the first
nual reunion of the Detroit Psi
silon Alumni was held� "a

Over the years the Phi has been
privileged to entertain some of the

of
its

Fortunate indeed

early days

an

Up
gathering
unique interest and important in
influence upon the Chapter." The

undergraduates and members of the
Faculty were specially invited guests.
From its
early days the Phi had
been fortunate in the aid it had
received from members of our Fra
ternity who lived in Detroit. Psi U's
of eminence had made thek home

members of our
Fraternity� Samuel Goodale, Theta

outstanding

most

'36, Charies Dudley Warner, Psi '51,
Chauncey M. Depew, Beta '56, Wk
liam Howard Taft, Beta '78.
In 1870 the famous Beta Hall at

Yale, the first house

specially designed

completed.

was

in the

for

While

country

fraternity,
the bukding
a

in

fever which then seized many of our
Chapters did not escape the Phi, it

classmate of three of the Founders;

was

Clement

tention

Michigan. Among them were�the
Hon. Elisha Taylor, Theta '37, a
M.

Davison,

Theta

'38,
prominent
banking circles of
Detroit, long President of our De
troit Association; the Rev. WiUiam
Aikmann, Delta '46, Presbyterian
in the

of note; the Hon. Alfred
Zeta '50, a leader of Michi

Clergyman
Russell,

gan's rising Bar;
Psi

Willard S.

Pope,

'51, prominent engineer; the Rt.
Davies, Beta '53,

several years before serious at
was
given to the project. The

first contribution

was

of James W.

Ferry '73, generous bene
Mater, on January
20, 1873, twenty Phi men signed the:
first subscription for a Psi U homeAnd in December,.

in Ann Arbor.

1875,

ten

alumni united in

under the

Episcopal Bishop of Michigan; the
Hon. WiUiam G. Thompson, Gamma
'63, Mayor of Detrok; the Rev. Rufus

ting incorporation

Michigan

executing,,
permit
literary and

Statute

for

scientific associations, the articles of
association of "The Hamilton Liter
ary Society," so that the legal titie
the property might be safely held.

W.

aptly

by Fran
suggestion

factor of Alma

Rev. Thomas F.

Clark, Delta '65, Rector of St.
Paul's Church; WiUiam G. L. Chesebrough. Iota '68, merchant in Michi
gan's foremost city; Charles T.
Mayo, Iota '68, a devoted supporter
of the Phi; Dr. C. Henri Leonard,
Theta '72, physician and manufac
turer; William Aikman, Jr., Delta
'72, a lawyer; John N. Ostrom, Chi
'77, engineer; the Rt. Rev. G. Mott
Wkliams, Chi '79, Bishop of Mar
quette; and Dr. Frederick W. Robbins, Xi '80, prominent physician
and surgeon. Albert P. Jacobs '73,

made

cis D. Bennett '72. At the

to

The
H.

name

in honor of Charles

was

Hamikon

had

offered

'69, who,
a

President,

the

first

Treasurer.

Commencement
notes

were

of the
time

'61,

Professor

the
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1876

subscription

executed for the benefit

building fund; from time to
pledges were ob

additional

tained.
In

August

of 1878, Albert P.

'73, and Frederick L. Bliss

wrote:

the

was

D'Ooge '62,

At

some

1872,

subscrip

generous

tion. Professor Adams

fltrst

in

Jacobs

77,

se-

THE

C

H

A

lected the site which for four decades
and more was to be the fond home
of

Michigan

Psi

P

T

E

R

lota-Phi '93,

S

the

was

bukding

in

spector.

U's.

From the first to the last many
struggled with the financial

Facing the
southwest corner of the Campus, on
State Street and South
University
Avenue, the site "must always remain
unequaled." With the assistance of
the ever devoted John M. Wheeler,

Psi U's

problems

of the old

Chapter-house

of treasured memories. The Phi will

always

be

indebted

to

Wheeler, Theta '41, Albert

John M.
P. Jacobs

Theta

'41, the property was pur
chased for $2,000. Ground was broken
October 3, 1879. The house that wik
ever

be hallowed in the memories

of Phi

men

formally opened

was

with the Convention held in Ann
Arbor May 25, 26, 1880. This was the
first

Chapter-house

fact

one

States

in

of the first in the United

especiaUy designed
A

ternity purposes.
ous

Michigan;

at

account

for fra

contemporane

records:

The material is brick,

the foundation
water-table
the trimmings are of
terra cotta with bands of black brick. The
roof is of slate. Above each window in the
second story is the chapter letter Phi; upon
the face of the tower are the letters Psi
and Upsilon; and in the gable facing South
University Avenue, a shield bearing the
fratemity symbols and surmoimted by the
owl and fasces, rests upon an ornamented
The tower
background of terra cotta.
is eighty feet in height.

being of blue field
of light sandstone;

stone with

.

.

Phi House

of

1880

'73, Frederick L. Bliss '77, George
W. Patterson, Beta '84, and Edward
B. Caulkins '98, for their conspicuous
services.

.

"The Hamilton

Literary Society"

had been formed in 1875 to hold
The

ground, building,

title to the property of the Chapter,
to supervise its finances, and to give

and furni

$18,000. The coUected sub
scriptions were in excess of $5,000.
ture cost

The rest

was

lent

by

the support and
counsel of their elders. "The Hamil
the

members of the

Wheeler, Theta
Fraternity�John
Oriando
M.
Barnes
'41,
'50, Albert
P. Jacobs '73, and George Rust '73,
furnished $10,000; the Ann Arbor
alumni $3,000. The undergraduates
subscribed $2,000.
M.

In the
was

summer

of 1892 the house

largely rebukt;

L. Bliss

in this Frederick

'77, and Albert P. Jacobs '73,
played an active part. Earl D. Babst,

ton

undergraduates

Literary Society"

existed until

November 18, 1892, when it was suc
ceeded by "The Psi Upsilon Guild."
From 1892 to 1905 Professor

D'Ooge

President, and Albert P.
Jacobs '73, the Treasurer. From 1905
until his death early in 1909, the lat
ter served as President, while Pro
fessor Patterson, Beta '84, handled
'62,

was

the finances.
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Through
seven

note

now

badge.

devoted

most

Fraternity's

nearly seventy-

sons,

leamed author of the haUowed Epit
ome, and of The Phi of Psi Upsilon;

years of the Phi, many men of
have wom the cherished dia

mond
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Knappen '73, jurist. United
Judge, Regent of his
Ahna Mater; Major Josiah W. WiUis
'73, Civil War veteran, prominent

Loyal

The

signal accomphshments of some have
aheady been re
corded. Space limitations preclude
an
adequate treatment of the many
others worthy of note. Ohver H.
Dean '68, a lawyer, was one of the

E.

States Circuit

founders and President of the Kansas

Buffalo educator, active in the Psi
Upsilon Alumni Association of Buf
falo and Western New York; and

Citv Law School.

George

Rust '73. The Hon. Lawrence

Maxwell

'74, Sohcitor General of the

United States, Professor of Law in
the Cincinnati Law School, a patron
of the arts, was one of countiy's
foremost

The Hon. Charles

lav^yers.

H. Aldrich

'75,

a

lavi^er

in

Chicago,

also Sohcitor General of the

was

United States. Charles H.
was

a

prominent

Jacobs '75,

manufacturer in

Detroit. In the class of 1877

were

Bliss, widely known
educator, beloved son of the Phi;
and Wilham H. Lightner, attomey

Frederick L.

of note, a name prominent in the his
tory of the Phi. Charles M. Gayley

78, scholar, author, and educator,

Phi House remodeled 1892

distinguished head of the Depart
of English in the University of

ment

In the

delegations

in the seventies

Cahfomia, wrote his Alma Mater's
greatest song "The Yellow and Blue."

Charles A. Rust '71, a name fa
mous in the annals of the Phi; Lewis
M. Iddings '72, Secretary of the
were

American

Embassy

in

His

Knight,

Rome,

Editor of the New York

classmates

City
Evening

George
History and

were

Professor of

W.
Po

litical Science and Dean of the Col

lege

of Education in Ohio State Uni
and

the

noted

architect

John J. Mapel '72, prominent
educator; Homer Reed '72, promi
nent lawyer in Kansas City, author

versity;

of "Brothers Strike Hands," "Three
Cheers for Old Psi U.;" Wkham T.
Underwood '72, prominent Chicago

persons who added to the honors of
the earlier years� Orlando F. Barnes,

Post;

attomey; Sidney C.
Referee in
Goffe

'73,

Eastman

Bankruptcy; James
noted

obstetrician

'73,
R.

and

gynecologist; Albert P. Jacobs 73,
lavtyer, author, scholar, one of the

Wkham A. Otis.
The

eighties brought

to

the Phi

Charles W. Hitchcock, Peter Burr
Loomis, Jr., Dr. Edwin S. Sherrkl,

beloved Detroit doctor, all of the
class of 1880. Benjamin L. D'Ooge

'81, professor, author and Latin
Scholar, member of an iUustrious
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family;

Dr. CoUins H.

and Dr.

James

Johnston '81;

B. Herrick

iron

'82, promi

Chicago physician.

nent

CHAPTERS

Professor

Quarles '92, Milwaukee attorney.
The contributions of Earl D. Babst,
Iota-Phi '93, have been mentioned

Emerkus of the Rush Medical Col

Phi men of note.
John J.
head
of the Department of
'83,

lege,

were

Abel

Pharmacology

at

Johns Hopkins,

under the Iota. The Rt. Rev. Thomas
F. Davies '93, was the Protestant

was

of America's most famous scien
tists; Clarence A. Lightner '83, De
one

Episcopal Bishop
Western

troit

lawyer; Louis M. Dennis '85,
our
country's ranking inorganic
chemist, was Professor of Inorganic
Chemistry and Head of the Depart
ment of
Chemistry at Cornell. Hor
ace S.
Oakley '85, lawyer and clas

were

Harris

'86,

classmates.

special

Edward

of

the

Fkst

and

as

ttok

Harris

lasting

'89,

geologist�
eighty delegations.
nineties an outstanding

of the late
In

the

group of

men were

were

the

bar

of

Mk-

and Duane R. Stuart, professor of
classics at Princeton. In the class of
1897 were Frank A. Ketcham, Presi
dent of the Western Electric Com

members

Ross

pany;

Spence, Professor of
Syracuse; and Dr. Fred

Music at

erick R.

members of the

Phi-Dr. Frank S. Bourns '90,

of

of the Board and former President
of the American Cable Corporation;

value. Wkham W.

and Horace V. Winchell

De-

waukee; Walter Bobbins, Chairman

'89, prominent New York

noted

Bodman, noted

lawyer;

Quarles, Jr.,

Phkip

journahst;

was
beyond doubt the
famous in the annals of the

Denmark; James H. Flinn, promi
nent lawyer in Detroit; Wikiam D.
McKenzie, Chicago attorney; John
S. Pratt, Toledo lawyer;
Joseph V.

pine Commissions performed pioneer
services of

C.

Frederick W. B. Cole
man, American Minister to Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania, and later to

member

a

of

Phi� Henry E.

F.

Chief

Second

velopment

Harry

a

class of 1896

of the

'88, author, educator,

James '94,

was

most

Justice
Supreme Court of Texas; Her
bert E. Boynton '86, an able
lavyyer;
Ephrakn D. Adams '87, a distin
guished Professor of History at Le
land Stanford. Wklard
Pope '88, and
M.
Shankland
'88, were lead
Ralph
Dean
C. Worcester
ing engineers.
was

for the Diocese of

Massachusetts.

pioneer in the de
Colorado; Burnham S.
Colburn '95, a prominent contractor;
Wkham H. Moriey '95, and WiUiam
A. Spkzley '95, noted
surgeons. The

sical scholar, generous benefactor of
the Phi; and Bowen W. Schumacher

'85,

metallurgy; Wikielm Mkler '92,
landscapist; WiUiam C.

editor and

Fred,"

Waldron, the beloved "Dr.

to

1898 class

X-ray

and radium specialist; Leon J. Rich
ardson '90, distinguished Professor
in the
University of Calkornia; Sam

ish

uel S.

the

decades of Phi

men. The
the Phi-StandPresident of the Bur

brought to

Backus,

roughs Adding Machine Company,
long and devoted in the service to
Phi;

Edward

Bradley '91, prominent in avi
Henty J. Hatch '91, BrigadierGeneral, formerly Commander of

Caulkins;
CottreU;
Knap
pen; Allen Loomis; Nathan S. Pot

the harbor and anti-aircraft defenses
York; Ralph S. MacPherran

Charles W. Seabury, all
of the Phi. William G.
loyal
Chesebrough; Wilham L. Cooper;

ation;

of New

'92,

noted chemist, expert in gray

George
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consultant, brilhant investigator and
chnician, were in the class of 1900.
Gkbert S. Loomis '01; Daniel F. Zim
Bennett '02;
merman '01; John A.
and Kennedy L. Potter '02, main

Edward

L.
Quarles; Walter R.
Matthew
B. Whittiesey were
Weeks;
among the prominent members of

1899.
With the turn of the

century the
of
the Phi continued. In
prosperity
the early 1900's a
gay, happy, active

tained the

and

Bureau of

at

the old Hotel Cadillac in Detroit

are
living memories to those
who trod the halls of the Phi
during
the first decade of this
century.

The Phi has contributed much to
the beautiful
songs of our Frater
Francis
A.
Blackburn '68, com
nity.

posed

"Honored Psi

Upsilon,"

'68, "One in Psi U.,"
Lyons '72, "Glory Be

Unto

Thee," "Our Own Beloved
U," "Brothers, Strike Hands,"
name

Dr.

but

a

to

few.

tinguished

surgeon;

head of research for Bor-

dens; and

Dr. Roger S. Morris, Pro
fessor of Medicine at the
University
of Cincinnati, eminent teacher and

our

Execu

Council; Winthrop Withington
'02, wek known maufacturer; Harry
P. Wherry '03, noted mining en
gineer; Donald C. Stuart '03, author,

playwright, professor
art

Princeton, have

in

of

dramatic

richly

tributed to the laurels of Psi

con

Upsi

lon. Herbert S.

Reynolds '04, promi
nent banker, ever a loyal supporter
of the Phi; Stephen A. Day '05, law
yer and Congressman from Illinois;
Louis Quarles '05, a member of the
famous lawyer family of Milwaukee;
C

'07, noted banker;
Rumney '07, active in the
service of Alma Mater; and Bernhard Stroh, Jr., '07, have added to
Boies

.

Hart

Mason P.

the luster of

our

diamond

badge.

Harold H. Shearer '08, outstanding
electrical engineer; his brother James

Shearer, 2d, '08; Sidney

R. SmaU

President of the Phi

Corporation;

Chapman '11,

'09,

manufac

turer; James A. McLaughlin '12,
Professor of Law at Harvard; Spence
Scott

but

a

prior

S.

McGee, prominent
Wilham Callan, distin

Harry

guished

Psi

since 1937 the dis

President of

Charles G.

Ed

ward L. Waker
Herbert H.

Mines,

tive

learning.

�all

one-time Di

rector of Mines of the United States

The Ann Arbor of the
early years of
this century was far different from

today. The campus had not extended
beyond its original limits. James B.
AngeU, Sigma '49, was stiU the be
loved and respected President. The
undergraduate membership of the
Phi was thirty-eight.
The song fests�
song has always
a
played prominent part in the life
of the Chapter, the
freshman-soph
omore hole rush, the
hair-cutting es
capades, the annual Psi U banquets

'02, prominent Detroit
'02, outstand

Scott Turner

attorney;

University.

comradeship

traditions of the Phi.

ing mining engineer,

comfortable home was still one of
the finest fraternity houses in the
city. College hfe was a jolly adven
in

high

Turner

James

and representative
group, outstand
in
the
life
of
the University,
ing
lived at 702 South
This

ture
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'14, prominent publisher,

are

few of the many fine Psi U's
to the War.

During the World War from near
and far old and young Phi men ral
lied to the arms of the nation, ren

dering distinguished
those
turned

206

trying
over

to

services.

years� the house
the S. A. T. C� it

In
was

was

THE

C

H

with great effort that the ex
of the
Chapter was main

only

istence

tained. The Phi is
eternally indebted
to those who at that time sheltered
the flame of brotherhood and
the

hght

faithful

from

sons

kept

out; to those
who when peace was

going

restored returned to fan the flame to
its full radiance. The

post-war prob
Phi, how
hght.

lems

were

not

ever,

soon

returned to normal
pros

The

perity.

Chapter-house,
long
contemplation, took definite
form in 1916 with the
purchase of
die adjoining Soule
property on
South University Avenue.
During
a

new

in

the War this house served as head
quarters for the Phi. But the new
house was not to be on the com
site which had been occu
for four decades and more. In

manding

Febmaty,

1923, the old home of

treasured memories

was

surrendered

the

University for the beautiful
Lawyers' Club. The Phi again dem
onstrated its love and loyalty for
to

Alma Mater. No member of our Fra
ternity can pass the old corner with
out

feeling pride

in the sacrifice of

the Phi's cherished home
the full

to

make

of the match

possible
beauty
less gift from Michigan's great

bene

In 1922

a

house

was

purchased,

distance from the campus, at
2037 Geddes Avenue, with a com
view of the Huron

Valley.

There the Chapter lived for a time,
but in 1924 these temporary quarters
were sold because of their distance
the

University.

Temporary

quarters were taken on Monroe
Street, just back of the Alpha Delta
Phi house. In 1924 the present site
on

E

R

S

purchased, and
long dreamed of

new

home

and

as

broken December 4,
1924, by Standish Backus '98, who as
President of the Phi Corporation
was

Chairman of the

building
ably assisted by Matthew
B. Whittlesey '99, and Charles G.
Chapman '11, rendered arduous and
committee,

devoted service.
The corner stone
then

Hill Street

just opposite

the end
207

D.

was

laid

January

Babst, Iota-Phi '93,

President

of the Executive
delivered
an address, the
Council,
beauty of which will long endure.
He said:

So, let this structure rise to provide a
home for the coming generations of Psi
Upsilon at Michigan, and as a Hall to
which we of graduate years may return to
the cherished shrine of our youth to fling
back the torch of life.
March 6, 1926, the spacious new
home of the Phi, the finest on the

dedicated. Late Tudor

was

campus,

of the

architecture,
type called "Col
legiate Gothic," prevalent at Oxford
and

had been

Cambridge,

most

as

appropriate

and

monious with the other

adopted

most

new

har

build

the campus. Ninety-six Psi
U's attended the dinner. Following

ings

on

invocation

Sherrill

some

from

T

of Haven Street was
the ground for the

the

factor.

manding

P

31, 1925. Eari

Plans for

pied

A

by

'80, James

Dr.
H.

Edvdn
Flinn

S.

'96,

President of the Phi Alumni Cor
poration, introduced Standish Backus

'98,

as

master of ceremonies.

We are
Psi Upsilon

doing

gathered

here to dedicate to

this, the Hall of the Phi, and

reverently and
the ideals and traditions
and to the spirit of our
brotherhood� that spirit which had its
genesis and which was so well typified in
the mystic union of the clasped hands on
that memorable November evening in
1833.
in

so

we

consecrate it

affectionately to
of our Chapter,

...
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It was from the Theta Chapter, first
upon the roster of Psi UpsUon, that the
Phi at its initiation received the message:
"You will ever find our Chapter a friend
in your correspondence, a home in your
travels and a rejoicer in your prosperity."
What an example of the Psi U spiritl With
such welcomes as this�and there were
many similar messages� the Phi was re
ceived into Psi Upsilon on January 26,
1865.
This buUding in all its beauty is but a
feeble expression of the beauty of those
ideals. This Lodge can be no more than
the setting for the shrine of Psi Upsilon.
The real altar fires birni only in the hearts
of its members. To the kindhng of those
fires and to the mingling of their families
one with another do we dedicate this HaU.
And in this act, we Alumni rededicate
ourselves to Psi Upsilon, and we adjure
these younger men to consecrate them
selves to the spirit of our hving brother
hood.
On behalf of the Alumni and by the
token of this key I entrust this Hall to the
care of the Active
Chapter. I do so in the
assurance
that this hallowed room will
ever be to
you, as it is to us, a sacred
shrine.

sung�"When Comes the

were

September," by

Edward

L.

Walter '68; "The Yellow and Blue,"
by Charies M. Gayley 78; "The
Stein

Zeta

Richard

Song;" by

'85, the latter being

an

Hovey,
extract

from the famous "Convention
written

for

the

1896

Ode,"

Convention

with the Phi; the Dedication Song,
"Goddess, Psi Upsilon," written for
the occasion

by

Addison M. Brown

'83; and "Psi Upsilon, Psi U.," by
John M. Whefeler, Theta '41, whose
beautkul hne, "To love for aye, and
forget," is carved over the fire

ne'er

place

in the

Living

Short talks
sor

George

were

W.

by

been laid had been
and

luckel-plated
presented to the Chapter
by Brother Backus.

were

archives

Kirkland B. Alexander '96, wrote:
The new Chapter House of the Phi is a
tribute to the loyalty and unremitting ef
forts of Brother Backus who, for a period
of several years, has made this work his
personal responsibility. His devotion to this
task and his highly specialized executive
ability have combined to produce this fine
monument to the spirit and high ideals of
Psi

Upsflon.

This memorable event in the hfe
of the Phi

was

Annual

Profes

Patterson, Beta '84,

celebrated

by holding

Convention

May,

Ann

in

1926.

November 1, 1922, "The Psi Up
silon Guild," had been reorganized
under the laws of

Michigan,

with

the name, "Phi Alumni Corporation
of Psi Upskon," so that it might be

perpetual association. The
Corporation owns the home at 1000
Hkl Street and leases it to the Chap
ter. All Phi alumru are
automaticaUy
members of this Organization. In
come

a

1940, after a survey of alumni opin
ion and deskes, annual dues, three
doUars for the first five years, six dol
lars for the next five, and nine dol
lars thereafter, were estabhshed.
The work of the
been carried
cers

on

or

has
offi
Di

persons have served

President

since

Wheeler,

Theta
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Corporation
largely by its

and Board of Governors

rectors. Ten

Room.

made

die Phi, and George W. Ross '26.
The shovel with which the first sod
had been tumed, and the trowel
with which the cornerstone had

Arbor in

Paul W. Bruske '26, responded on
behalf of the Chapter.
Songs dear to the heart of every
Mild

Frederick L. Bhss '77, Edward B.
Caulkins '98, Professor Francis W.
Kelsey, Upsilon '80, who over the
much to
years had aU contributed

the

"TO LOVE FOR AYE, AND NE'ER
FORGET."

Psi U

UPSILON

PSI

as

1892, John M.
'41, Martin L.

Phi

Chapter

of 1908

Phi

Chapter

of 1909

�

'^�>''^>^vMi^^-^

Phi

Chapter

Dedication of Phi

Chapter

of 1914

v.-

�^

f'

House, March 6, 1926

Omega Chapter House, University of Chicago. Built
5639 University Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

in 1916

Omega Chapter

of 1919

THE

D'Ooge '62,

Albert P.

CHAPTERS

Looking back over the now nearly;
eight decades of Psi Upsilon in Ann

Jacobs '73,

Francis D. Bennett

'72, Frederick L.
Standish
Bhss '77,
Backus '98, James
H. Flinn '96, Herbert S. Reynolds
'04, Nathan S. Potter '98, and
Since the War the Phi has

Jacobs '73, written in

con

place high among
the fraternities at Ann Arbor. Within
a
space of ten years the Phi sent
three Rhodes Scholars to Oxford�Al
bert C. Jacobs '21, Professor of Law
Columbia,

at

a

one-time

cannot but be

one

impressed^

by the continuous, if not unvarying,
prosperity of the Chapter. I adopt:
the words of my father, Albert P.,

Sidney

R. Small '09.

tinued to hold

Arbor,

1906:

No year without initiates, no class with-Phi members, no Commencement with-out Phi graduates, no Psi U. Convention'

out

without Phi delegates. Proud off the past,
the Psi Upsilon of Michigan loolfc forwardl
with confidence to the future.

Fellow of

our boys have kintBtei
die altar of the Phi,
That shall bum forever on.
Like the vestal flame of old.
And its charming light shall never;,
never die.

Yes, Yes, Yes,

Oriel

CoUege, Oxford; J. B. AUan
Seager '29, a member of the English
Faculty of his Alma Mater; and
George C. Tilley '30, a lawyer in

Fires

on

Detroit.

John

M.

Wheeler, Theta '41..

heavily from The Phi Chapter of the Fraternity!
Albert
P.
Jacobs
'73, published in 1906. The early chroni
of
Upsilon by
cles of the Phi still in manuscript form, the excellent memorabilia collected'
The author has borrowed
Psi

by Standish Backus '98, the material on the later years collected by Sidney R.
Small '09, and edited by George P. MacMdhon '16, have been very helpful.

CHAPTER

OMEGA
University

of

Before die end of the sixties

Fratemity

was

to

wend its

our

course

StiU farther westward. From Ann
Arbor, where the Phi had been in-

Januaty of 1865, Psi Upsito go to Chicago. There on

stalled in
Ion

was

Aprk 17, 1869, the original Omega
Chapter, the fifteenth jewel in die
crown

at

the

Fratemity, was founded
Umversity of Chicago.
of

our

Chicago had strongly urged
placing of a branch on the shores
Lake Michigan. In the movement

dent in
the
of

Dr. Cornelius F. Brown, Theta

'67,

physician and surgeon, played a
leading part, and is properly called
"A founder of the Omega."
To the youthful Phi went the
a

honor of

instaUing

Charles H.
was

the estabhshment of tiie new Chapter. The large number of Psi U's resi-

nent in

to

the

new

Chapter.

Hamilton, Phi '69, who

become

The Convention of 1868, which
had been held with the Phi on June
the petition for
17, 18, had

approved

17, 1869

April

Chicago

a

prominent lawyer in

Wisconsin, and Charles A. Rust, Phi

'71, member of

a

family long promi-

the annals of

our

Fraternity,

initiated die charter members
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April 17, 1869,
into being.

and the

The charter members

Omega

condition of the University, particu
larly with reference to the efforts
made to raise funds
which were

were� Adrian

being

'69, William Brantley
Keen, Jr., '69, Mahlon Ogden Jones
'70, Louis Dyer '71, Wilham Winches

for its continuance, and the situation
of the Chapter. The
and

prospects
Omega, Anderson reported,

Hall '72, and Charles Densmore
Wyman, Upsilon '72. The first three
ter

residents

"weU-known

stronger condition than

of

periods.

Harvard in 1874, "took the muchprized Taylorian scholarship at Bal-

liol College, Oxford," became a classi

mittee

expediency.

A

authorized

was

the affairs of the

cretionary power

special

com

investigate
Omega, with dis

to

to

suspend

further

initiations. This committee consisted

Theta had been there established in

by

suggested

to

doubtful

began the life of the Omega.
Psi Upsilon was the fourth fratemity
to place a chapter in the University of
Chicago. Phi Kappa Psi and Phi Delta
Thus

They

previous

that it be al-

year. The Convention, however,
felt that the situation of the Univer
sity was so serious that the continued
existence of the Chapter was of

of the New York bar.

followed

a

next

Wy
professor
(the latter had been initiated
by the Upsilon ) were to be members

were

in

in

cally

of note. Hall and

man

1865.

He

was

go on for the present, pend
ing the final adjustment of the affairs
�oi the University, which was practi
certain to be effected during the
lowed

Chicago." Dyer, who graduated from

cal

in concise terms the

'86, stated

�son

came

Carr Honore

became
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of�Judge

Beta

Henry Booth,

Beta

'40,

a

1868,
Upskon 1869,
by Delta Kappa Epsilon in 1871.
Alpha Delta Phi was not to enter Chi

charter member of the Beta; William
T. Underwood, Phi '72, a prominent
Chicago lawyer; John N. Ostrom, Chi

cago until 1896.

'77,

Theta Pi

Psi

m

ki

and

The old

perienced

University
a

of

troubled

Chicago

career

shared in the

of the Chi
cago institution have been clouded by mis
management and misfortune, and the
broad plans of Senator Douglas, which
seemed in a fair way of being realized at
the time when our society, in response to
the earnest appeals of resident alumni,
granted Omega's charter, have never come
to fruition. Yet the great city must ulti
mately provide for the head of its educa
tional system.
once

William

engineer;

and Horace

'78, lawyer;
Oakley, Phi '85, then a recent
graduate.
By the time of the 1887 Convention
held with the Delta, it was tersely an
nounced that the University of Chi

Omega quite
declining for
tunes of the University. The leamed
author of The Epitome wrote in 1884:
The

well known
a

S.

due to

hmited finances. The

naturally

a

A. Gardner

ex

cago had ceased

bright prospects

stated that the

Omega

had been dis

solved and that it had taken

Chapter's

over

archives.

the
this

Fortunately
Omega
of
the
closing
University

interruption
due to the

Council

to exist. The

in the hfe of the

destined not to be permanent.
During this first period in the his

was

tory of the Omega�there

were mem

At the annual Convention in 1886

bers of every class from 1869 through
1889� one hundred and two Psi U's

youthful Eta, the
Omega delegate, August G. Ander-

passed through the halls of the Chap
ter.
During these troubled years many

held with the then
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A

who wore the coveted diamond badge

University;

Orrin B. Clark

fessor of classics and

English

in the revival of
The Diamond, was Commissioner to
die Far East of the New York World's
Fak.

The old

Chi

cause

In

cago

'75, Upsilon '76, President of
the University of South Dakota, a
member of our Executive Council;
Herbert L. Stetson '76, President of
Des Moines College, Iowa; John D.
S. Riggs '78, President of Ottawa Uni
versity and of Shurtleff College; and
Emest W. Clement '80, professor of

On

Stone

Augustus

L. Abbott

trustee of Brown

St. Louis

University, was a
lawyer; James L.

leading
Cheney '77, and Cyrus B.
were
clergymen of note.

AUen

'78,

Oliver D.

hereby

lisher,

was

a

tmstee

form
with

prominent pub
of the

Council be,

Executive

to

appoint

a

and
com

which in association with
the Council, shall examine into the ex
pediency of establishing a Chapter in the
new University of
Chicago, with power
subject to the approval of the Council, to

one

Hammond '85,

the

is, authorized

mittee of ten,

of the foremost paint
ers in America, won fame for his
portraits and murals. Theodore M.
Grover '82,

of the

Omega
meeting,
history properly began with the
Psi Upsilon Convention of 1892 held
with the Lambda, which adopted the
following resolution:
That

a

history

its

and

'80, Sigma '80,

spoken

Club. Old records

Club dates from this

American Commissioner to the In

Italy;

meeting
Omega

known and

indicate that whke the

member of the Thkd Pan Ameri

Turin,

Rand '97. This

Phihp

Society, generally
of as the Omega

Appointments
Department, as Secretary
of the American Delegation of the
Venezuelan Arbitration at the Hague,

at

'96, William Scott Bond '97,

resulted in the birth of the

in the State

Exposition

SneU Hall of the

University. They were Horace
Raymond Dougherty '96, Ralph
Hiram Johnson '96, Harry Wheeler

Chief of the Bureau of

ternational

met in

new

and

Janeiro,

University of Chi
by John D. Rocke

January 5, 1894, five young Chi

cago students

Literature at

Conference at Rio de

new

composed the
highest

of the

were

founded

fall be

not

assured.

nesota; Charles R. Dean '77, an inter
national lawyer of note, served as

as

who

feller, and, as the result of his gen
erous
benefactions, its future was

Charles L. Lewis '76, served as a
Justice of the Supreme Court of Min

can

men

1891, the
was

did

Omega

of the

Chapter�they
quality.

Grose

as

our

Council, formerly
bleday Page, active

Ahna Mater, then President of the
University of Dakota; Howard B.

Language and
Wayland University.

member of

a

President of Dou-

cago, and later at Indiana; Edward
Olson '73, professor of Greek in his

Latin

S

R

E

for fifteen years

'72, pro
at

T

editor, publisher and author of note,

destined

worthily to fill all the
and
dignities of life.
positions
To our institutions of
learning the
early Omega gave� Robert D. Sheppard '69, distinguished historian, pro
fessor of history at Northwestern
were

P

University
'88,

of Wisconsin. Herbert S. Houston

211

provisional organization,
apply for admission to the

tentative

a
a

view to

fraternity

under

a

transfer of the

Omega

Chapter.
The

Council, wishing

to

select

an un

biased committee, requested certain
alumni residing in Chicago to submit

suggestions. Eventually

the foUow-

ing

were
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appointed�William

T. Un

Chapter at
the University
Chicago would be
to the best interest of the Fratemity,
but requested that no action be taken
tablishment of

derwood, Phi '72, Wilham A. Mc
Laren, Lambda '90, Theodore M.
Hammond

'85, Henry E. Mason, Beta
'89, Perry
Smith, Psi '74, Augustus
F. Nightingale, Xi '66, Natt K. Hon
ore '77, Howard B. Grose '75,
Upsilon
'76, John L. Lincoln, Sigma '73, and
Alfred E. Forstall, Eta '83.
In the fall quarter of 1892 the new

at

report
N.
Underwood,
signed by
K. Honore, H. B. Grose, P. H. Smidi,
Jr., A. F. Nightingale, J. L. Lincoln,
and T. M. Hammond. A. E. ForstaU
since he was not then hv
did not

graduate students, one hundred
and seventy-nine studying divinity,
one hundred and
seventy-five in the
and
college,
seventy special students.

ing

twenty-six

women

were

thirty-four

were

there

but about

and

when further

fifty
possible candidates with which to lay
the foundations for chapters of some
six fraternities seeking establishment
at this new University. At this time
President Harper
announced
in
that
the
Board
of
Trustees
Chapel
were
considering the matter of the
admission of fraternities The faculty

yet arrived

of Psi

Chapters

Upskon

should be estabhshed in Western In
stitutions.

reports and

All of these

Thus

one

H.

E. Mason and W. A. McLaren felt

of whom

graduates.

minority report signed by

that the time had not

hundred and

hundred
from which to choose the

were

in Ilhnois.

The

one

one

W. T.

was

sign

students� one hundred and forty-

Of this number

the 1893 Convention, but that the

committee be continued. This

had five hundred and fif

University

Psi U

a

of

H.

teen

UPSILON

PSI

had caused the

activities

al

undergraduates

ready mentioned to found, with the
advice of interested alumni, the
Omega Club. The first president was
Harry Wheeler Stone '96; and Ralph
H. Johnson '96, served as SecretaryTreasurer. The pin adopted was
silver, heart shaped with the Greek
letter Omega in the center of a black
enameled

deemed their estabhshment undesir
able. The President, however, said

The

background.

Omega Society

rooms

soon

took four

second floor of

the

on

an

that k it is necessary to found these
societies, they shall be regulated and

apartment building

authorized

by the Trustees and the
faculty. Simple and needed rules were

Open house was held every Satur
day night, and frequently prospec

announced which

tive candidates

matter

of

concern

at

the time

to

the

were a

new

under

In

the

graduates.
This

was

an era

fraternity feehng
was

of

a

in the

strong
countty. It

reported

at

1893 Convention held with the

a

as was

to be

and

the

Zeta,

expected, presented

majority
minority report.
The majority reported that the
a

es

the

corner

and 60th Street.

Avenue

were

entertained.

March, 1894, the members of

Omega

Club

signed

and

sent to

the Executive Council their first

anti-

tion for

under these conditions that the

Council's Committee

and,

of Ellis

on

a

charter.

eral Psi U alumni

Along

peti

with it

sev

sent communica

tions about the
it

now

had

coUege, stating that
eight hundred and fifty

students and

some

mkhons of

dowment. These endorsements
cluded:
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We therefore recommend and
urge that
the provisional organization of Psi
Upsilon

known

as

the

"Omega Society"

the
with

now at

University of Chicago be endowed

full powers and that the members thereof
be initiated and become the
Omega Chap
ter of Psi
Upsilon.

A

P

T

S

again passed to vote on the
Omega petition. Frank B. Dains, Xi
'90, then a member of the University
was

of

Chicago faculty, represented

four

ters with

not

the unanimous recommen
dation that the charter be

R

At the 1895 Convention held with
the Psi on
May 9, 10, a resolution

The Council acted on the
petition
and submitted it to the several

Chap

E

This time there

petitioners.

"ayes,"
voting.

eleven

"nays,"

granted�
unprecedented in the annals
of the Fraternity. But the
petkion
faked� eleven Chapters were favor
able, four unfavorable, and four did

first historian of the

not vote.

wrote:

an

act

were

the
but

with four

Before the end of that college year
another member was added to the
local

Smith '99.

B.

society, Byron
Harry W. Stone '96,

who

was

the

Omega Society,

In

November, 1894, the provisional
organization at Chicago which had

been

petitioning Sigma Chi dis
Immediately the Omega So

banded.

ciety

took the best

men from this
Arnold
'97, and
J.
Louis Wolff, Jr., '97. This made the
Omega Club the strongest organiza

group, Oswald

tion in the
University of Chicago.
And in the fall of 1897 Robert N.

Tooker '97, joined the
group.
Some strong opposition to

petition,

May 3, 1895, and signed by
nine
undergraduates, was without
delay submitted by the Council to
the Chapters. Once again the peti
teen

were

denied

a

charter, thir

and six

strong members
added to the group. The Club

active in every

was

life and

sity

1895

voting "aye"
"nay"�
increase, however, of two favorable
votes over the
previous year.
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an

was

influential

society.

an

organizattion

at

during

the Univer

sity of Wisconsin was also petition
ing for a charter of Psi Upsilon.
Many who would have worked for
the petition of the Omega Society
were
against it lest the Wisconsin
group would
Then it
house

on

known

as

was

not

was

get their charter.

considered

Monroe

Kenwood

taking

Avenue

ever, too

petitioners,
in the

and

Delta,

Ellis

Omega.

ambitious
an

a

Chapter

It was, how
project for the

rooms were

secured

apartment building

opposite

These quarters
two months.

the

(later

Avenue) which

later to become the first

house of the

on

an

as

phase of Univer
generally recog

It should be noted that

the

dated

tioners

In the fall of 1895
were

nized

Omega Society obtaining a charter
developed, and several Psi U's on
the faculty were opposed to the
peti
tion. To counteract this
feeling the
society had many alumni of our Fra
ternity residing in Chicago sign a
petition supporting the group. This
petition was sent to all the Chapters.
In the spring of 1895, the
Omega
Society sent its second petition to
the Executive Council. This

In closing let me say that
Omega ranked
first in the University at all times, and was
noted for the fraternal feeling that the men
always had and always showed to one
another. May such a spirit always abide
with Omega.

the athletic field.

were

occupied

The work for the charter

for
con-

ANNALS

tinned, and,

OF

the

before the

petition was again
Chapters, pictures of the

University

and the Club

as

the unauthorized act of

to each

branch. December 10, 1895,
the Omega Society entertained a
large number of Psi U alumni at the
Hotel Windermere

sity.

Letters

near

Chapter they beheved in all good
faith that they had the right to in

the Univer

itiate

received from Herbert L. Bridgman,
Gamma '66, and Francis S. Bangs,
Lambda '78, members of the Coun
cil.
Near the end of
it

was

Chicago

continuation of

a

perhaps they had
been lax in holding Chapter meet
ings during the six years preceding
opening of the new University,
Omega Psi U's beheved that

the

the old

in the Delta

they

Apartments were abandoned and the
Society moved into its first house
January 1, 1896. Large and comfort
able, even though the furniture was

with

still

an

right

to

were

the

in the

active

Chapter

continue

their

University.
Chapter
The petitioners had been working
arduously to obtain thek goal� a
charter of Psi Upsilon, but in those
days it appeared an insurmountable

in spots, five or six members
lived there and the fraternal hfe was
scarce

accentuated.

task

1896, the members of

January,
the Omega Society were approached
individually by the alumni of the
Omega Chapter of Psi Upsilon (the
Chapter at the old University) and
asked if they would be initiated into
Psi Upsilon. Thus
began the steps

of

old. While

the

autumn, 5528 Monroe Avenue, could
be obtained for seventy-five dollars

In

University

it had made itsek

December, 1895,

rooms

members.

new

had adopted all of the alumni of the
old institution�in every way ahnost

learned that the house which

month. The

new

The

had been considered earlier in the

a

member

ing.

from time to time

were

some

Omega, and did not therefore
affect their contention that the
alumni were a Chapter in good stand
With the other rights of the
of the

sent

were

UPSILON

PSI

new

obtain any

to

from the Eastern
vitation extended

the old
Psi

Omega

encouragement

Chapters. The in
by the alumni of
be initiated into

to

Upsilon was, therefore, favorably
by all the undergraduate

received

These alumni had been

petitioners.
staunch and

unfailing in the fight

for

which led to the first initiation and
the subsequent disagreement with

their lead should be followed in the

the

matter

general Fraternity.

The Psi U alumni took the

posi

Omega Chapter had
never
sent
its charter to the
officially
Council and that it was therefore stiU
a
Chapter in good standing. It was
their belief that while the Council
might be in actual possession of the

possession

regular

the result of any
the part of the
but
the result of
such,

was

not

surrender

chapter

as

this

on

it

was

but natural that

of initiation.

Thus,

tion that the old

original charter and the archives,

charter;

a

on

Friday, January 31, 1896,

Omega Club with appropriate
formality and ceremony was merged
with the Fraternity. The initiation
which took place at the house at
the

5528 Monroe Avenue

was

attended

large group of alumni, several
Chapters other than the Omega.
News items which appeared in the
Chicago and New York papers

by

a

from

reached the Executive Counck.
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CHAPTERS

received from
the Counck, dated Februaty 6, 1896,
by aU the newly initiated members
were

tended the

meetings, as did many
of the alumni from the old
Chapter,

from the faculty, and
graduate stu
dents from other chapters. Professor

that the initiation was invalid and of
Much consternation en
no effect.
details
of which are to be
the
sued,

George C. Howland, Gamma '85, of
the faculty, who had been the
Omega's most bitter opponent at the

found in the Omega Society's long
hand history, the printed proceed

1896

ings of die Conventions of 1896, 1897,
and 1898, and in the voluminous
archives of both the Executive Coun
cil and the

was

Chapter's
some
justified

Chapter.

up for

due

Acting

Omega,

delegates

The

the

con

the initiates
1896

Ann

Arbor

where

cision

diaUy accepted

badges

by

their

Psi U friends at many Eastern Chap
ters. In the faU it was decided to
meet in

the members'

rooms

on

or

of action, the Society met
the home of James P. Gardner '81,
one of the old
Omega alumni. The
course

at

first

Omega Society

and Stevens

of '96,

alumni. Stone

faitikuUy

at

attitude toward the

His

was

the
was

Harper '83, and from
of the University him
friend.

true

a

made

finally

Fraternity

on

Novem

publicly

and

petition

anew.

announced in

It

Januaty,

1897, that the Omega Club members

officially wkhdrav^Ti from
Upsilon and once more taken
name Omega Club. All Chapters
the Executive Council
ately notified, and a
was

presented
began

Then

off the
excit
campus. Finally in the
ing sessions of debate as to their fu
ture

felt that he had al

had

cor-

were

brothers

Upsilon,

ber 2, 1896, at a meeting at the home
of James P. Gardner '81, that the
Omega Club members would leave

given

as

Psi

to

After much deliberation the de

During the summer vacation
which followed the Chapter house
the diamond

loyalty

Society

self, always

the Convention.

ing

his

the President

were

up. The members scat
tered for vacation and while wear

se

fessor Robert F.

they
warmly greeted by the members of
the Phi. They were not, however, ac
cepted as duly credited members by

was

with

was

group had changed because of the
staunch support it received from Pro

sent

Convention

fear that he

ways liked its members, who came
from the leading families around

held with the Phi. In fact, nearly all
of the Omega undergraduates went
to

to

Chicago.
to

be the

was

involved.

the advice of the alumni

of the old

It

whose honor he believed had been

sideration.
on

autumn to

lected, but it was beheved that his:
attitude at the Convention had been

aspects of the situation; and the
usual strained emotions when peti
are

asked in the

counselor.

Several factors of this controversy
must be recalled: The prejudices of
forty and more years ago; the honest
difference of opinion as to the legal

tioners for charters

Convention, after much debate

to
a

were
new

Psi

the
and

immedi

petition

the Council.

carefully planned

and well executed campaign to fur
ther the petition, in which Augustus
F. Nightingale, Xi '66, and Ander
son A. Fowler, Lambda '99, who

visited the

helpful.
215

petitioners,

New and

were

splendid

most

members
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added to the rolls of the Omega Club
bolstered its petition and demon
strated its position in the University.

the ceremony in the Auditorium Ho
tel. Herbert L. Bridgman, Gamma
'66, President of the Executive Coun

On

cil, initiated thirty-two

May

3, 1897, Professor Howland,

representing

the

petitioners,

men.

Wilham

'71, acted as
toastmaster at the banquet. Seated
on his
right was the Rev. Samuel
M. Lawrence, Gamma

left for

Goodale, Theta '36, who sixty-four
years before to the day had founded
our hallowed Order.
Thus ended the long and historic
struggle for a Chapter of Psi Upsilon
in the new University of Chicago. AU

glory to everyone who
did his part as his heart and soul dic
tated. Five hundred and forty-two

honor and

Omega
the East,

visiting

route. His

en

House

of

have been initiated into the mys
teries of Psi Upsilon by the new

1903

several

Omega.
The period

Chapters

changed position was
altering opinion.
was endorsed
by

one

fourteen Psi U's who

faculty

and

graduate

were

Madison

the

on

June 18, 1897,

ary

Club� Chauncey

L.

Wil

"aye" on
Finally, on

petition
night of October 22, 1897, word

came

24, 1897, the formal
instaUation was held, under the di
rection of the Executive Council,
with

committee

The

appointed by
Upsilon Alumni of the Northwest
and a committee of the Omega
a

Psi

were

splendid.
regularity in rushing.
Satisfactory living quarters pre
sented a great problem; for the first
few years the Chapter moved
evety
There

the

On November

held. The Univer

initiated the

which to date has been
avoided. Much was inade of music�
the group singing was

the

that the vote was unanimous. A spe
cial meeting was held by the Omega
Club in Graduate Hall.

were

Chapter

home at 5660

nities

At the close of the academic year
all the Chapters except the Lambda,

submitted.

meetings

The

was

Frequent social
gatherings, liter

alumni

ciations which

hams, Rho '94, Fariin H. BaU, Rho
'95, and C. Ward Seabury, Phi '98.

Eta, and Mu had voted

new

to 1910

interfraternity asso
later to develop
into the Interfraternity Counck; sug
gested a dormitory plan for frater
sity

three ardent Psi

U alumni became members of the

Omega

growth.

Avenue.

gatherings,

members in

residence.
On

of basic

estabhshed its

great factor in
This last petition
a

from 1897

was

no

year. In the autumn of 1903
story frame house located

a

at

three6106

Woodlawn Avenue served as the
home of the Omega. When the news
came that the
Omega was to play
host to the 1909 Convention, the
Chapter secured with alumni help
a new house at 5824 Woodlav^m Ave
nue.

Club. Over two hundred attended
216

The

period

from the faU of 1910

Founders

Day Dinner,

Hotel

LaSaUe, Chicago, November 30, 1925,

University

of

in hono

Chicago

Group

at

Founders Day Dinner, November 30,
Mason, Rho '98, President of the University

Speaker's Table,

THE

until

our

War

was

nal

H

the World

entrance into

of internal and exter

one

For years the

building.

C

had moved from

another� 1910

one

it in

saw

Chapter

rented house tO'
a

shabby

brown two-story frame house at 5536
Dorchester Avenue. Then and there
the house fund

Eari

R.

started.

was

Hutton

Schnering '13,

'12,

A

P

T

E

R

S

M.

Canby '16, Norman W. Harris
'17, Henry J. Macfariand, Jr., '17,
Edward

J.

Marum

Cracken, Jr., '09,
Otto

Y.

and the late beloved

William C. Bickle '13, supplied the
active leadership in the house fund

'17, and Bernard

Newman '17, by 1915 enough
money was advanced to pay off the
mortgage. An intensive ten-day cam
paign of which William P. Mac
E.

was

chairman, pro

duced $26,000 in pledges which were
announced at the initiation banquet

Chapter moved to a dark browm
three-story house at 5845 Dorchester
Avenue, where activities were begun

February, 1916. Architect's plans
prepared by Jeremiah K.
Chi
'76, but the trustees re
Cady,
fused to bukd untk they had $20,000
in cash. Again the underwriting
scheme was adopted; money was
loaned to the Chapter, particularly
by Henry M. ByUesby, Eta '78.
During the summer of 1916 con
struction was begun on the present
home of the Omega, under the plans
prepared by Brother Cady, a prom
inent Chicago architect, who had
previously built the house for the
Rho. The trustees for the building
program were Bond, Mclntyre, Mc
Laury, MacCracken ( secretary ) and

in earnest. The enthusiastic energy

R. Bourke Corcoran '15

of the young Omega men was re
markable.
Through the efforts of Wilham S.
Bond '97, property now known as

A

drive. That winter the

Chapter

en

thusiastically

sohcited alumni

bers to

hundred dollar notes

sign

payable twenty

dollars

a

five years. May 4,
alumni trustees to

mem

year for
board of

1911,
collect, hold, and
disburse the house fund was elected,
consisting of Wilham S. Bond '97,
Moses D. Mclntyre '98, Walker M.
McLaury '03, Mortimer L. Cahkl
'05, James V. Hickey '06, and Francis
a

M. Orchard '10. Then in the autumn

the

5639

University,
Kappa Psi House

next

and

to

the Phi

directly

across

from the main entrance to Bartlett

Gymnasium,
$10,500,

was

for which

purchased
a

for

mortgage for

several thousand dollars had to be
given. With the financial support of
Howard L. WiUett '06, Wilham P.
MacCracken, Jr., '09, and Wkham C.
Bickle '13, and the generosity of

Rudy

D. Matthews

'14, Beauchamp

'15, Robert C. 'White '15,
Richard P. Matthews '16, Harold T.
Moore '16, WiUiam
'16, Stiiart
A. 'Whke

Sigler

in

had been

,

magnificent

concert

(treasurer).
given in Audi

Hall, aided by Albert C.
Lindquist '15, and Reinald Werren
rath, Delta '05, produced over
$1,000 for furniture. But an addi
torium

tional loan

was

after years of
moved into its

necessary.
the

waiting,
new

home

Finally,,
Omega
April 1,

1917, the first fraternity house

Chicago.
The Chapter

at

pay the tms
tees a rental of $3,000 a year. Each
undergraduate member pledged
was

payable in
leaving college.
$100

to

installments after

The great spirit which built from
1911-1917 the home of the Omega
was

instrumental in

building

leader-
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PSI

ship. The period prior to the War
marked the real turning point in the
affaks of the Chapter� the

from twenty-five to ten. For the remaining
trades and occupations. Omega men have
spht up, a few here, a few there.
It is the set of statistics of the accomphshments of the Omega at the University,
however, which gives the best indication
of the greatness of these men. Although
the hsts which follow may seem cold and
formal the realization of the work neces
sary to have obtained all these honors
leaves one with but a single conclusion:
The Omega in her short span of life has
proved herself as a member of Psi Upsilon
Fraternity, and as such has produced many
more than her share of men who will for
ever be a credit to the Fratemity.

Omega

ceased to be
sumed

just

a

and

fratemity

as

the

leading position
During this time, a Chapter
newspaper. The Omega, was success
fully begun.
But five days after hfe had started
a

on

campus.

in the

home.

new

War

declared.

was

But the cornerstone of the
it stands

Omega

had been laid and

today
despite the War and the readjustment
period that followed its strength has
as

never

waned. The home

was

Omega

forces of

members

served in the armed

country. Richard P.
'16,
aviator, was shot

spring

of 1919 the

Chapter

returned to its home. The years that
followed were a period of readjust

both for the
members. During

ment

Chapter
this

and its

time

the

Omega's Mothers' Club originated.
A History of The Omega,
prepared
by R. Bourke Corcoran '15, and
Floyd Stouffer '37, records:
The statistics on occupations of gradu
lends little information other than the
diversity of the men sent out from this
Chapter. Records show them engaged in
every form of work from that of mission
aries and cashiers to that of fruit
growers
and gynecologists. Despite diversity there
are a few trades which seem to be more
frequent than others. There are forty-five
lavvyers, with the business-managers a poor
second with twenty-nine. The next nine
fields in the order of numbers are sales
ates

merchants, educators, manufacturers,
clerks, clergymen, real-estate, brokers, and

men,

physicians.

The

members

here

dwindle

services to Psi

the Omega. Wilham

an

down behind the German lines. Be
neath his portrait in the halls of the
Omega is a memorial plaque.
In the

splendid

our

Matthews

Omega

rendered

Grose, Omega '76, Upsilon '76, 188082, 1883-84; Herbert S. Houston '88,
1915-30; and R. Bourke Corcoran
'15, 1920-40, who has devoted his

continued.

eight

the

valiant service to
the Executive Council�Howard B.
have

leased

the Government; the membership
dwindled, though meetings were
One hundred and

of

members

Three

to

of the

UPSILON

Herbert P.

served

as

Upsilon

S. Bond

Zimmerman

trustees

and
and

'97,
'01, have

of Alma Mater.

Omega have
key of
Phi Beta Kappa; ninety-four have
been elected to Owl and Serpent,
the senior honorary society; ten have
been Senior Class Presidents; fiftysix have won major letters in foot
ball, six being captain of the maroon
eleven, including the great John J.
Berwanger '36. In baseball twentyfour Omega men have won the ma
jor "C," five as captain; twelve in
basketball, four as captain; eleven in
tennis, six captains, one of whom
was
George M. Lett '24; and thirtytwo in track, with eight
captains� a
Nineteen

sons

of the

been awarded the coveted

record remarkable in the annals of
the Fratemity.

Three great Conventions of the
Fraternity have been held in Chi

cago, the
and 1928.
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gatherings

in

1881, 1909,

THE

To

our

Song

C

Book Richard

H

B.

'75, has contributed-"The
Bugle CaU," "Psi Upskon Anthem,"
"Psi Upsilon, Queen of the
Heart,"
Twiss

and "Our Psi U Home."
The Omega alumni

freely

Psi U Club of
Chicago, which
vived The Diamond in 1920.
The slow readjustment

years of normal life
Psi

re

following
by several
the Omega.

succeeded

was

at

carried its load of lead

Upsilon
ership responsibihties;

the ties of
brotherhood remained
strong. Then
came the
economic
great
depression
in

1929, and the "New
Plan" of education introduced
by
President Robert M. Hutchins. Both
have had a lasting effect on the

begmning

P

T

E

R

S

has continued to maintain a
position
of leadership on the
campus.
The changing attitude has been
reflected in the Omega-the fraternal

spirit became paramount. Although
con

tributed their services under the
leadership of Charles F. Grimes '16
and R. Bourke Corcoran '15, to the

the War

A

neither

condemning

proving

of

nor

entirely

ap

fratemities, they have

been under the critical eye of
University. In the words of the
Dean of the CoUege:

long

the

Every fratemity must contribute toward
the achievement in certain ends of intel
lectual growth, acquisition of social confi
dence, and an integrated personality.
The
these

University properly
are

feels that

contributions which the

fraternities can make.
It has been possible to cover but
the highhghts in the history of the
Omega. In the words of their his
torians :

hfe. Academic affairs assumed
greater

Many, many truly fine brothers who
have made or are still making real contri
butions to the Omega have not even been
mentioned. That pleasant added task we
will leave to others�for it should be done
and done properly.
It can be said, however, that the new
Omega Chapter has justified the confi
dences placed in it by its early strong
supporters. The fight was worth while and
the Omega today "cartys on" in a position
of achievement and distinction.

importance.

Hail

and other fratemities. But
doubt the Omega stood the
test, and has emerged even stronger
than before. The fratemities which
remained at Chicago had by neces
sity and rightly so to prove the worth

Omega
beyond

of their contribution to

Deferred
mas

was

again

university

rushing until after Christ

introduced,

in 1940

so

that

to

be altered

pledging

takes

after six weeks of intensive

place
rushing

autumn

at

the

quarter.

beginning
With this the

of

the

Omega

freely used A History of the Omega Chapter of Psi Upsilon
by R. Bourke Corcoran '15, and Floyd Stouffer '37.

The author has
voritten in 1941

to thee! hail to thee! name of aU most
dear.
Thy mystic sound can stir the heart, and
fire the soul with cheer;
Then, brothers, joined in heart and hand,
the choral strains prolong;
Let loyalty to old Psi U. inspire each heart
with song.
Richard B. Twiss 75.
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Syracuse University

Six years

fraternal

to

were

circle

pass before

our

to

be

again

was

widened. From the shores of Lake

Michigan, where in 1869 the
Omega had been estabhshed,

old

State. There

June 8, 1875, the Pi
Chapter was born in Syracuse Uni
versity which had recently been
Geiiesee College.
on

In emulation

ardent

adjournment, the Order was
wholly dissolved so that each person
could truthfuky state that he was not
each

a

the

shkts to northern New York

scene

1875

June 8,

of the brave and
which flourished

member.
At

held

special meeting,

a

1864, Brother 8 read
the Psi

Upsilon

nouncing

June 9,

letter from

a

Middletown,

at

that that

Chapter

an

favored

establishment of a branch at
Lima, and would do thek best to

the

bring

about that result.

In the autumn

Y., by David HaU
Rice '67, Herbert Bates Johnson '66,
and Edward Bela Fenner, Gamma

boldly
Frequent refer
ences
appear regarding ambitious
approaches to Psi Upskon. A Com
mittee which visited five Psi U Chap
ters and also the Convention reported

'67. The first recorded

that at least the Psi and the Iota still

of

fellowships

old, the Upsilon Kappa Secret So
had been founded at Genesee

ciety

CoUege, Lima,

N.

meeting

was

held November 12, 1863.
Though civil strife roared omi

nously

secret societies

though
socially, yet with all
the fervor of young Greeks forming
a fraternal circle, these men
forged
in ill favor

were

a

near,

fraternal bond that

and

was

very close

From the start and for

strong.

many years each member was known
only by a number. The oath of

secrecy

March 17,

sacrosanct.

was

hked.

a room was

leased for five years.

opposed Upsilon Kappa.
Wide

variety of topics graced the
Upsilon Kappa sessions, for not con
tent

with the flux of

political

events

around them, they debated and set
tled foreign issues as wek. On March

1, 1866, Brother 9,

Badge-Com
reported,
design was
a
approved. April 23, skghtly revised
sample was finaUy accepted, and
fourteen were ordered. This badge
as

and his

mittee,

in the form of

octagon, and

1864,
April 18,
1864, the group, now twelve in num
ber, approved the report of the Com

was

mittee which had been ordered to

House.

'Tjuild

Could

The prospects of Psi Upsilon were
again dashed at the 1866 Convention

in substance

held with the Xi, but the

a

have

they

room

an
seen

was

initiation."
how wek

would have

they
they builded,

seen

the very ceremony which the Pi uses
today, and which has often been pro
posed as a unkorm initiation cere

mony

Secrecy

for

the

entire

remained

Fraternity.

paramount.

At

an

symbolically in the
dome of the Pi Chapter

survives

today
octagonal

Kappa proceeded bravely
few years

For

a

of

a

further

In

the

Kappa

no

approach

spring

moved into

of

Upskon

in the fall.

record appears
to Psi

1870

new

Upsilon.
Upskon

quarters

on

w.

n^*''

***�*�^.^S��i

Pi

Chapter House, Syracuse University. Built in
101 College Place, Syracuse, New York

1898

^^

'9".

->�K'�j

^c

i-^^j^-"^'

Pi

^"..

22'

Chapter

of 1901

�"

A
^

Pi

Chapter

i,r

of 1914

THE

the third floor of the

C

H

Stanley Block,

caUed in the minutes "Palace of the

Upskon Kappa 1" On July 11, 1870, a
special meeting was held to initiate
Wilham H. Shuart '75, the first of the
Pi Founders to enter Upskon
Kappa

Society.
Genesee

College

was

to be

soon

abandoned. At a meeting on June 12,
1871, the last Geneseeans were in
itiated, and, at the same time, two
sub-freshmen at Genesee Conference
Seminary� Chester A. Congdon '75,
and Nathaniel M. Wheeler '75. It

formally decided to establish
Upsilon Kappa at Syracuse Univer
sity, aldiough Charles W. Wilbor '72,
was the
only member of Upsilon
to
attend the laying of the
Kappa

A

P

on

of

guages

the

August

Hall

of

Lan

31, 1871.

In the

present year, 1941, William
H. Shuart '75, teUs of the succeeding

days

:

pious family
the

on

scene

sufficient,

West Genesee Street. It

.

.

.

comradeship.
The new
floor of the

University occupied one
Myers Block, a wooden

building

the southeast

at

Genesee

and

Streets, conveniently
rooms.

S

members, few but sek-

always together.
of 1872, George W.
Elliott, Xi '73, affiliated with Upsilon
Kappa for the sole purpose of guid
ing the group into the Psi Upskon
fold. He assumed singlehandedly the
mighty task of dealing with the
recalcitrant
Chapters. He soon
a visit to
prompted
Syracuse by
Daniel G. Thompson, Gamma '69,
In the

then

a

were

spring

member of the Executive

Council, who left with words of
marked
In the

and

approval.
spring

of 1873, after devious

conflicting procedure,

nounced that Yale had

corner

of

Montgomety
near

Upsilon Kappa's

the

survival

new
was

221

it

was an

finally

fa

vored

Upsilon Kappa, and this was
supposedly the last hurdle. But the
Executive Council moved to abide

by

the earlier Yale

decision,

The dedication of the
Street

so

hopes

blasted.

again

were

on

new rooms

South Clinton

held

June 26, 1873, the
continuing "till morning

was

ceremonies

broke upon us."
As the Convention of the Frater

light

of the initiation of the first

four pledges. Later two rooms were se
cured in the Granger Block, at East Gen
esee and
Washington Streets. A convenient
restaurant was in the basement, with bar
and pool-tables. The paraphernalia previ
ously shipped from Lima, was later carried
up three flights of stairs one dark night,�
a friendly policeman supervising the job
after being satisfied that the performance
was all in the interest of
higher leaming.
The rooms were cosily fumished.
They
were the scenes of
subsequent initiations
and daily gatherings of members for play
ing games and the furtherance of genuine

East

R

in the Gott Block

The primal locale of Upsilon Kappa in
Syracuse was the room of Rrother Charles
W. Wilbor and myself at the home of a
was

E

assured� the

was

cornerstone

T

nity

to

be held with the Lambda

April 7, 8, 1874, approached,
forts

were

centered

on

on

all ef

priming

the

good faculty member. Dr. Charles
W. Bennett, Xi '52, to act as the ad
Upsilon Kappa. Despite his
opposition formerly hid
victoty
den, resulting in a unanimous favor
able vote by the Executive Council,
the whole thing was finally "knocked
to pieces by some remote Chapters
which voted on whim only." But
hope did not die. At the next meet
ing a resolution was passed leading
vocate

of

over

to
correct

may be

and careful deportment
worthy of Psi Upsilon.

so

that

we

annals

of

upsilon

psi

December 4, 1874, a committee was
created to "have charge of all Psi
U matters, henceforth and forever."
February 12, 1875, the members

banquet

of this committee

Hotel.

reported

their visit to

on

success

Chapters. March 26, news of the
"aye" arrived, together with
tidings of what was being done to
rewin the Beta. May 5, the
following
telegram came from Brunswick, Me.
Zeta's

:

the Convention unani

Syracuse passed

mously

and

another

telegram:

tee

a

U

Chapter

Upsilon
Syracuse on June 8, 1875. Nearly
twelve years after Upsilon Kappa
had been organized, its dreams were
at

last to be realized.
As the Gamma had been individu

ally

the

silon

strongest supporter of Up

Kappa,

the

petitioners

re

quested that a group of Amherst Psi
U's be designated as the Installation
Committee. Monroe Smith, Gamma
'74, Elias Dudley Freeman, Kappa
'74, Gamma '75, John B. Stanchfield,
Gamma '76, and Henry S. Redfield,
Gamma '77, were appointed. With
these men as officers, the throng of
visiting brothers formed a temporary

Chapter,
sacred

and

inducted

into

the

Upsilon Mk
ton Dana Buck, Chester Odgate
Congdon, James Morgan Gilbert,
mysteries

of Psi

William

Herbert Shuart, and Na
thaniel MiUeman Wheeler, all seniors
in the class of 1875.

of

Smith,

Brother Shuart's

at

welcome

the

Following
by Monroe

address

pastor and

of Alma Mater; Gilbert a prom
banker, Shuart a well known

Springfield, Mass.;
distinguished profes

manufacturer in

and Wheeler

a

at Lawrence

University
of

University

Thus
Psi

would be instaUed at

of Psi

a

inent

suggestion

the Pi

was

Upsilon installed,
during its sixty-one

a

seven

announced that

to become

was

professor of mathematics; Congdon,
lawyer of note in Minnesota, a trus

the

Congdon.
was

followed at the Vanderbkt

and

at

Southern

Cali

Chapter
Chapter

of Psi

fornia.

Theta votes yes unanimously.
Committee reports work done!

It

A memorable

a

sor

enthusiastically.
Congdon.

May 14,

Buck

their first

before the election

even

permanent officers.

of

Western

various

joined in singing

the group

Psi U song,

names

hundred
to

which

years has added
and
ninety-four

fraternal roster, five
twenty-eight of whom

our

hundred and
still

wear

the diamond

was

bom

a

badge.

Thus

Chapter which has ever
by "uniform pros

been characterized

perity and steadfast devotion to our
Order," a Chapter which was to hold
in the years

1882, 1900, and 1925

three memorable Conventions of the

Fraternity;
contribute
services

a

to

of

Chapter
our

which

James Morgan

'75, from 1882

was

to

Council the valued

Gilbert

1883, and Theo
dore Leland Waugh '98, from 1912
to 1922; which was to add to the
warmth of

our

to

songs, with "Relaxatio

Socialis," by Professor Albert G.
Beebe '66; "RecoUections," and "The

Parting Song," by

Professor Nathan

iel M. Wheeler '75.
It is eminently fitting that the
story
of the Pi should be dedicated by one
of its founders. On April 10, 1941,

Wkham Herbert Shuart

'75,

wrote:

DEDICATION

With my fraternal associates, Milton D.
A. Congdon, James M. Gil-

Buck, Chester

THE

C

H

A

bert, and Nathaniel

M. Wheeler, I shared
in the activities leading to the estabhsh
ment of our Pi Chapter at

face

M.

Syracuse.

Upsilon had been preceded
Syracuse by Delta Kappa Epsilon
in 1871, by Deka Upskon in 1873,
and by Zeta Psi in 1875, and was
later to be followed by chapters of
Psi

'86,

itiated

Chapter's

start

scribe of that

Enough

for

day

The
to

meetings

May 2. The
auspicious; a

through

early days

have veered from the

hteraty; readings
humorists

were

pious

from

seem

to

the

American

favored. Most of the

done in the homes of
mshing
members� in the fall of 1880 Francis
D. Gott '82, opened his home in
was

Street every night for a week.
The notable Convention of 1882

James

on

June

Febmary

of

not

6.

January, 1885,

of such

of the

same

requests through

the years

from many Chapters.
At the Decennial Banquet held

June 28, 1885, David Hall
acted

EUiott,

of the

Pi, if

year the
of
the Pi's
Lambda asked for a copy
initiation ritual, the first of a series
In

wrote:

posterity

lead in evetything,
of our men!

initiate of the

and will take immediate steps toward se
a
Chapter House Fund. We hope to
erect a house that will be an ornament to
die City.

Street, and the

know that we
one or another

birthday�the

curing

the Hendricks

to

months be

A Psi Upsilon Trust Association has been
incorporated xmder the laws of the State,

was

was

the Con

states:

the rolls of the Pi.

there

meeting

some

fifteenth

The Diamond of

June 8, 1876, in connection
with the first anniversary ceremonies,
a number of elder members of
Up
silon Kappa were initiated by the
Pi. In the spring of 1879, new quar
first

Chauncey

was

Fraternity.
April 14, 1884, forty alumni of Up
silon Kappa were elected to mem
bership; of these fifteen were in

on

Block in

'56,

the entire

'77, became the first initiate. Not till
October 1, 1875, was the first faU
initiation held, when eight names

engaged in
East Fayette

initiated

his

youngest

youthful Pi was held June 9, 1875.
Two days later Charles D. Holden

were

which

Orator, and Willard Fiske,
the toastmaster at the Ban

was

fore

many other national fraternities.
The first regular meeting of the

ters

at

Beta

regular Chapter Historian be ap
pointed annually whose chronicles
were to be
copied and preserved�
a
practice which has been carefully
followed. In 1882, John A. Ingham

at

And

S

'51,
quet, was a true coming-of-age of
the Chapter.
In June, 1882, it was voted that a

Shuart, Pi '75.
April 10, 1941.

to

R

Depew,

Psi

William Hehbert

added

E

vention

a

Chapter.

were

T

held with the Pi,

world which demands
Today
courage, justice, and brotherhood among
all mankind. In memory of all Brethren
who have passed to the higher sphere of
life, and in the cahn certainty that Psi
Upsilon will meet the challege of the com
ing years, I dedicate this story of the Pi
we

P

as

Xi

toastmaster.

'73,

Rice

George

on

'67,
W.

wrote "The Banner

of the Pi" for the great occasion. The
Chapter started its second decade

with the first of its second hundred
members.
In the autumn of 1887 a committee
was instructed "to find a house some
where for Club and Chapter rooms."
In June, 1888, the record states "Plan
for
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renting

house

given up."

But

a
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year later

a

lot

was

OF

and

purchased

The

of

Goodale

Judge Sterling

Theta '36,
ders.

one

was

of

our

the Pi

Hadley,

cuse

ever,

was

Irving Avenue,
that it

'77,

rented at 763

the record

on

beautiful

our

lot

was

held

West

Seneca

Turnpike.
Early in 1898 discussion

was

be

the Psi

ceremonies

home of the Pi

'90, Beta '91, Chi
torney, engaged actively in pubhc
affairs. Frank H. Wood '91, long the

was

formally

dedicated

James

January 20, 1898, and the
moved in in February. The
Post of

February 22,
foUowing news item:

sor

Robert B. Adams '97, held the cap
taincy of the football team for three

years,

by Henry

A.

and

Oday

was

'99.

of Political Science at Hamilton
active in the

the Delta Delta

City.

ceeded

S. Sherman Memorial Profes

College,

con

The Pi Chapter of Psi Upsilon enter
tained right royally at its beautiful new
clubhouse in College Place last evening.
The function was in keeping with the
dignity of the occasion. For style, for
beauty of location and perfection of ap
pointments, its equal is not to be foxmd
in any of the pretentious mansions of the

consecutive

active in

Ray B. Smith
'92, a Syracuse at

the New Chapter House which had
been a-building for some months past.

Morning

Upsilon

was

Association of Wis

consin in the 1850's.

at

tains the

line of Pi Psi

ham, Theta '47, who

concerning appropriate opening

members

Mc

Episcopal clergyman. President of
the Onondaga Historical Society.
The Rev. John A. Ingham '86, a lead
ing clergyman in the Presbyterian
church, is the son of Albert C. Ing

Hopper's
just beyond the

Glen, the deep gorge
city line, south of the

City. Boyd

Arthur

at

west

the
the

U's; the Rev.
State
'84,
Copeland
Chaplain
of Auburn Prison; the Rev. Herbert
S. Coddington '86, a promkient

long

For the first time the Fall Initia
tion in 1892

new

prominent educator;
'79,

Dowell '81, a well known member
of the Ehnira bar, was the first of a

(College Place) is still in our minds. We
hope to have fifteen hving at "763" before
die close of the College year.

The

a

Maltbie D. Babcock

Church in New York

front

celebrated.

pastor of the Brick Presbyterian

stating

designed for us and consequently well
adapted for our use. The plan to erect a

gun

was

Rev.

was

brovvTi-stone

appropriately

was

many sons of the Pi who had won
the diamond badge. Charles N. Cobb

Februaty, 1892, the sale of the
building lot and the purchase of a
house were discussed. In May, how
house

on

With the turn of the century, it
seems
fitting to recall a few of the

Seven Foun

In

a

Annual Conven

Fratemity was held with
May 10, 11. Thus the quar
to-centennial of Psi Upsilon at Syra

hon

the presence

by

sixty-seventh

tion of the

payment made.
In the fall of 1891 the Pi

some

ored at its initiation

UPSILON

PSI

suc

founding of
Chapter, was a de

voted supporter of the Psi. Colonel
WiUiam H. Rowe '91, was a manu
trustee of his Alma Mater.
Cobb '92, a lawyer and
county judge, served as a trustee of
Syracuse. Edward J. Wynkoop '92, a

facturer,

a

Dorr R.

physician of note; Dr. Eugene W.
Murray '98, a well known children's
specialist; Theodore L. Waugh '98,
a
prominent lawyer, a member and
Treasurer of the Executive

Edward
224

Hungerford '99,

Coimcil;
the fore-

Pi

Chapter

of 1925

Pi

Chapter

of 1941

Pi

Chapter host, on Decenil
Scholarship,

"

r

to representatives from the T
Organization, Training of Pledges

14, 1935,

House

THE

audiorky
general director of
Parade" Pageant
most

on

Worid's

Fak

Lucius S.

in

raihoad

CHAPTERS

pubhcity,

the "Railroads on
of die recent
New York; and

Johnson '99,

active in

ever

die affairs of Psi Upsilon-are a few
of the many worthy sons of the Pi.
Horatio B. Wilhams

'00, is the DalProfessor of Physiology at the
College of Physicians and
ton

Surgeons,

Columbia

University;

Dr. Charles B.

the medical director of the
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance

Piper '01,

Company. Neal Brewster '02, New
York State Pubhc Service Commissioner,
the Pi,

always
is

a

faithful supporter of

tmstee of

Uni-

Syracuse
versity. John B. Wells '01, a concert
skiger and composer of note, was a
a

member of the quartet which
corded our beautiful songs.

re-

These are some of the names who
laid the formdations of the Pi
during
its first

quarter century

so

firmly

the davsTi of the twentieth
was

that

century

faced with confidence and op-

timism.
In the summer of 1904 the House
underwent extensive alterations. The

dining room

was

enlarged, the parti-

tions removed from the

hall,

con-

die

Febmary 14,
1907, fire raged through the upper
floors of the House,
causing extensive
The
damage.
repair work was started
at once.
Many of the Pi men spent
tiie

night

spirk of friendliness thus engendered led to a never quke forgotten reciprocity between the two
houses. In March Deka Kappa Epsilon entertained the Pi at a smoker,
and later in the year the Pi returned
the

compliment, thus estabhshing a
fine tradkion, interrupted only by
international upheavals, from that
day

the

to

Pi

men

sequently

October, 1904, Wkham Howard
Taft, Beta '78, then Secretary of
War, was entertained by the Pi.
It was in November, 1905, that the
custom

began

House for

a

of

gathering
Thanksgiving

at the

Dinner
225

to

William K.

meetings,

and

con-

others. About this time

Wickes,

Gamma

'70,

was

the

perennial, delightful and genial
toastmaster at Pi
banquets. In 1912

genuine efforts were made to estabpersonal contacts with the faculty. On Wednesday evenings varihsh
ous

professors

Curtis

In

these

to

ments included a

keepsie Regatta.

present.

About 1910, the custom of making
the first Friday in each month a
regular Alumni Night, brought many

Pi Garnet

steps. That spring the Syracuse Varsity Crew, stroked by Edward N.
Packard, Jr., '06, won the Rough-

Kappa Epsilon

The

tkely rebuilt, and the present fireplace installed. Exterior improvewaUc and

the Delta

at

House.

at

stone

Thanksgiving

On the afternoon of

verting all the space into a single
reception room; the stairway was en-

new

before the

Sunday

vacation.

were

invited to dine

the House.

Early

in

1913, the first

issue of the

appeared, ably

edited

by

Robert P. McDowell '13. Kenneth R.
the

pole vault at the
Penn Relays; Martin F. Hiffinger '14,
was
captain of the football team,
'16,

won

three years a member of the crew,
honored with a place on the All
American Crew of 1913.
For some years the Pi held a
Christmas party at the House just

prior

to the

hohday

vacation.

Kenneth M. Harris '18, was decribed by the Syracuse coach as

ANNALS
the

"most

he had

player"
Glass

natural-born

'16,

was

OP

Walter L.

of the

captain

defeated
the

Varsity Crew which
Poughkeepsie Regatta.

March, 1916,

saw

the first

squadron of one hundred
and fifty to bring down an enemy
plane. His daring exploits won the
British Distinguished Flying Cross
and our Distinguished Service Cross.
August 24, 1918, in attacking a kiteballoon, he was stmck by groundfirst of his

basketball

ever seen.

un

won

the initiation of

under the second

delegation
ruling.
of
1917 brought the new
April
word "War" to college campuses.
The Pi responded nobly. Exuber
antly and clamorously the Pi heeded
the call�with one single exception
everyone who was in the Chapter
on
April 6, 1917, and evctyone in
itiated by special dispensation the
following October, had, before the
end of the war, entered the military

fire of German machine guns, his
death marking the end of one char

semester

or

naval service of
It

was

a

some

acterized

later, they leamed of the death of
Harold, in the Chelsea Naval Hos
pital, Boston, after his ceaseless ef
forts to save the hves of many others

the

in the influenza

plans

for

taking

aU campus living-centers for
S.A.T.C. barracks. The last regular

over

of the Pi for

time

long
May 17. Dr. George
'08, who joined the ranks of

meeting
held

a

on

unteer seniors

S. Reed

just prior

Three
tum.

sons

Lloyd

American

British

to

of the Pi did not

A. Hamilton

officer

re

'16, the first

fly with
Royal Flying Corps, was
to

March,

by

a

serving

as

a

reigned

reunion.

In

Chapter
aug
delegation of eighteen,
to that time the record numerically.
Herman C. Johnson '19, while
was

soldier in the A.E.F.,
Race in the Inter

the Marathon

Alhed Games held in France. Re-

tumkig

the

post-war

mented

to

tain of the

emer

closing of
the House became the only man ever
to hold for the second time the
high
est office in the Chapter.
gency

first

1919, the

won

was

the vol

and aided in the

the

at

of 1918 the Govern

announced

epidemic.

Noise, confusion and joy

and Waker H. Thomas '16.
ment

killed in action

was

reached his parents on September
10, 1918. Exactiy twenty minutes

'12, George A. Fonda '15, Thomas E.
Hkchcock '15, EUwood D. Purdy '15,

spring

'09,

to Co.

August 20, 1918, the bkthday of his
brother. Lieutenant Harold G. Por
ter '15, Surgeon, U.S.N. The news

Chapter. The "new" seniors, whose
presence and counsel were needed
so
urgently, were Dana W. Barnard

In the

Lieutenant Wikred W. Porter

in France. He

seats. Five

to re-enter

as

of

the

in

B., 305th Ma
assigned
chine Gun Battahon, one of the first
units of the National Guard to land

sadly depleted Chapter
irfeeting in
haunted
1917,
by the

alumni volunteered

flying partner

fearless

was

nation.

strangeness of the empty

his

by

face

"utterly
danger."

that conducted its first
the faU of

UPSILON

PSI

led the

become cap
country in 1919, he
to the IntercoUegiate

college

to

cross

team

Championship.
In the faU of 1919

successful

banquet

a

was

funds for the

sweeping

the

House.

the

the
226

Chapter

splendid

and

held to raise
renovation of

In 1921 the Pi became a
towering
force in extra-curricular activities.

THE

and boasted the

captains

with

sports, along

a

C

of all

H

A

the

graduation, each can
ten
promissory
notes of ten dollars each,
payable to
the Trust Association on
January
first of ten succeeding years follow
ing his graduation. This foresight has
carried the Pi through a period of
thirties

team, A. Blair

con

Knapp

'26, the manager. The latter, besides
a host of other honors, won the
key
of Phi Beta

Kappa. There was a
great improvement in scholarshipdie Daily Orange in January, 1930,
announcing:
Fratemity scholarship records
Upsilon is first.

made

known. Psi

H.

George

Reifenstein

elected to Phi Beta
T. Clark

'33,

was

Orange; Jack
elected

a

'32,

Kappa;

McEwan

was

Donald

editor of the

'34,

captained the gridkon forces; John
Major '39, won Phi Beta Kappa;
George Hkfinger '41, captain of the

President, Mrs. John Hamel
President, Mrs. E. C. Reifenstein, Jr.

Crew.

Varsity
In Januaty, 1935, the Pi was host
to the Chi, Psi,
Upskon and Theta at

Vice

Secretaty,

our

upstate New York Chapters.

In the last winter the Pi with

the

Ahna

Mater

Song

and

with

Mrs. Harold Moreland

Treasurer, Mrs. George Fowler
Mrs.

the first of the so-called "Five Power
movement

spring of 1935, the

November 6th was set as the date for
the first meeting. Mr. James CadwaUader,
head of the active Chapter, acted as Chair
and the following oflBcers were
man,
elected for the first year:

M.

a

brilliant

Reed,

Team; J. E. Gramhck '34,

Conferences," initiating

an

nam,

was

which has been most beneficial to

a

Mrs. Lucius Johnson, Mrs. George
Mrs. Neal Brewster, Mrs. Howard
Lyman, and Mrs. Edward Wynkoop.

Daily

member of the All Amer

ican Soccer

of

in

Pi gave an
dinner at the Chapter House for
the parents of city members. Several ladies
who attended that dinner suggested that,
because of the unusual wear and tear on
a
fraternity house and its fumishings, the
formation of a Women's Auxihaty would
be of real aid in maintaining attractive
quarters. Also it seemed a pleasing thought
for the women connected by Psi U rela
tionships to have a social group with this
mutual interest. Therefore Mrs. John
Hamel, Mrs. Frank Childs, and Mrs. Mar
guerite Berry spoke to the active men
about forming a Women's Group.
Enthusiastic at once, the Chapter ap
pointed Jack Hamel '36, and Richard
Childs '38, to promote the founding of such
an
organization. In the following October
the Pi gave a delightful tea to parents,
alumni, and their wives to further the
general interest in the club. Those active
in the organizing activities were Mrs. John
Hamel, Mrs. Marguerite Berry, Mrs. Mar
tin Hilfinger, Mrs. Frederick Koetteritz,
Mrs. Walter Rutherford, Mrs. Ronald Put

golden years for the Pi.
E. Foley '26, was
captain of

James
gridiron

Day Is Ended," won
Interfraternity Singing Contest.

In the

tinued to be
the

The

enjoyable

economic strain.

and

S

Army career, was killed
airplane crash, and buried at
Arlington with full military honors.
Mrs. Dorothy S. Weber, the wife
of Jack H. Weber '30, tells of an in
teresting event in the life of the Pi:

didate must dehver

twenties

R

February, 1941, Lieutenant Wal
S. Rutherford '37, at the height

ter

March, 1923, the Chapter mled

The

E

In

that before his

great

T

"Brothers,

major

host of other

honors. Bertrand L. Guhck '22, was
captain of the football team, and
Joseph L. Hurber '24, the manager
of the eleven.
In

P

George

Reed drew up the Consti

tution.

With only minor changes of policy, this
group has functioned continuously since
that time, pointing with genuine satisfac
tion not only to a long series of successful
social affairs, but to their very practical
and vety visible results. Among these were
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the

complete

renovation

of the

Eric W. Will

dining-

re-equipment of the
catering departments, pro

extensive

room,

kitchen

and
several

Peter A.

without mention of

plete
sons

a

a

manufacturer,

Chapter

affairs.

is the fine

'25,

Upsilon.

Blair

A.

Dean of Men at his Alma

Knapp '26,

Mater, has continued the brilliant
career

of his

undergraduate days

when he held every honor. Phi Beta
Kappa, Valedictorian and President
of his class, manager of the football
Frederick S. Marot '26, has

team.

few of its

who have trod its halls

GaBauer

archivist of Psi

history of the Pi would be com

No

'18,

has been active in

new
rugs, and the gift of
silver table-service for the dining-room.
One active Chapter member resorted to a
rustic expression in saying just about the
nicest thing he really could say about us,
"They get more things done with less dust
raised than any similiar group I ever saw!"
We might seek far for a better official
motto!

viding

UPSILON

PSI

OF

labored

during

ter

the

arduously to bring the Chap

Alumni

and

Association

the

past four decades. James Roy
Allen '04, industrialist and manufac

tion.

turer, has served for many years as a
tmstee of Syracuse; Harry Barber

President of the Tmst Association,
has been a leader in helping the Pi.

'04,

a

lavvyer,

has

ever

been

a

Chapter to
Jack

faith

George
tinguished

ful supporter of the Chapter. Jacob
E. Gramlich '04, a prominent manu

known

physician
'07,

a

at

The Pi has imdertaken

of

of
P.

Fowler '07, a leading educator, has
just been appointed Headmaster of
the Germantown Friends

School, the

school in the East. Dr.

largest day
George S. Reed '08,

a
surgeon of
has
been
one
of
the
Pi's most
note,
devoted sons. James H. Wilson '10,
a

banker

served

as

and manufacturer,

long

Treasurer of the Pi Trust

Association.

Clayton W. Butterfield
'11, an advertising executive, is chair
man
of our Heraldry Committee.
Truman H. Preston '12, lawyer,
county judge, has been faithful in
his devotion to the Chapter. Martin
F. Hkfinger '14, a manufacturer, has
always been prominent in the annals
of the Pi. George R. Garrett '18, has
been Editor of the fine Pi
Histoty.

a

spiritual

in-

with earnestness, by means of pre
scribed supplementaty instruction within
the Chapter, to inculcate the tenets which
date from our ancient Greek background,
for it has found in them an oft-neglected
source of aid in all current
fraternity prob
lems. For some years, as the later Thirties
waned, the general atmosphere of the
House and the Chapter Meeting prompted
a
respected Alumnus to make a sweeping
assertion which contained an imphed accu
sation. This was, briefly, that die Pi had
become more of a club than a fratemity.
In the effort to sift these two terms thor
oughly, and to furnish our own answer to
the charge, we have launched a study of
every phase of Our organization. Doubt
less it will lead to the modification or even
the repeal of By-Laws and Precedents
which have not moved forward with the
times, but just as surely it will see the
adoption of new ones to meet the needs
of tomorrow, and aheady we are assured
of the increased Alumni support which in
evitably will accompany the clarification of

sought

New York

neurologist, is Associate Professor
Clinical Neurology at the College
Physicians and Surgeons. Burton

'18, the dis

historian of the Pi, has

ventoty which it hopes may serve as a pat
tern for similar activity elsewhere. It has

Saranac; Leon

leading

Garrett

R.

written:

facturer, has always been loyal to the
Pi; Dr. Edward N. Packard '06, weU
H. Cornwall

their present fine condi
H. Weber '30, current

.

disputed pohcies.
Hallowed and treasured

sixty-six yeiars
twelve of the
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are

the

of the Pi and the

Upsilon Kappa,

years

Chi

Chapter House, Cornell University. Built in
College Campus, Ithaca, New York

1933

^'W^

t
^Wi

'Jj

Chi

Group

in year of

founding,

1876

�

�f.

,{&%j'^-

.�.s�*

^fl
Chi of 1879, including Francis Miles Finch,
Willard Fiske and Goldwin Smith

THE

CHAPTERS

of achievement that have been sub
stantially worthy of the best of Psi
Upsilon. The men of the Pi revere,
but

for the past,

never mourn

But tho' we leave thee.
One vow, before we part.
For our fraternity.
Dear to each heart!
To thee we'll e'er be true.
Honored and loved Psi U.,
Nor e'er forget thy name.

firmly

believing with Brother Shuart that its
greatest glories can be equaled and
even

in the

surpassed

days

Till hfe

to comel

The author has made extensive

use

depart.

Nathaniel M. Wheeler '75.

of the

E. Garrett

valuable

history of the

Pi

Chap

'18,
editor, assisted by a Board of Re
prepared by George
search cornposed of Herbert G. Coddington '86, Edward J. Wynkoop '92,
Neal Brewster '02, Earl W. Tucker '13, Peter A. GaBauer '25, Jack H. Weber
ter

as

'30, Lincoln

B. Gathers '31, and Daniel C. Knickerbocker, Jr., '40, aided by
eleven associates from the undergraduate Chapter. In this carefully written
history the Pi Chapter was dealt with as "an Undergraduate Group."

CHI

CHAPTER

Cornell University
A year after the Pi had been
cessfully instaUed, another jewel
to

be

placed

ciety.

in the

Cornell

crown

University

of

our

June 12,
We

knowledge
early days to
origin
the scrap-book of John N. Ostrom
'77, begun by him as an undergrad
uate and containing copies of the

suc

Chapter,
Fraternity.

was

So

had been

added to

Comell had been born under

spicious
start its

ckcumstances.

prosperity

was

Firom

President for its

our

Charles H. Blair, lota-Chi '72. The
scrap-book was treasured for many

au

the

years

fore the

yuga fraternities found fertile soil.
Zeta Psi, Chi

Phi, and Kappa Alpha
chapters there in 1868, to be

Chi

House

curious

undergraduates

Chapter

safe.

Charies

H.

writes of his

followed in 1869

by Chi Psi, Phi
Psi, and Delta Upsilon, and
Delta Phi, in 1870 by Deka

Kappa
Alpha
Kappa Epskon and Theta Delta Chi,
in 1872
by Phi Delta Theta, and in
1874 by Beta Theta Pi.

present

and

finally pre
shortly be
on

Forest

Park Road was built. Some two years
later the History was discovered by

formative

decades. On the shores of Lake Ca

placed

by its compiler
by him to the

sented

assured. The

two

our

and

early printed documents, and to the
undated history, written in long hand
apparently in the middle eighties by

great Andrew D. White, Beta '53,
was

owe

of the Chi's

was

founded in Ithaca, N. Y., in 1865.
There on June 12, 1876, the Chi, an
other important branch, the seven
teenth

much of

1876

in

an

old

Blair, lota-Chi '72,

early days

at

Cornell:

In 1869-70 Professor Willard Fiske (Psi
to the Psi Chapter Mr. J.

'51) had taken
W.

Scott, Charles d'Autremont, and Rich

ard Bacon

They
but

229

at

were

('73) and had them initiated.
members of the imderclasses,

the time I entered the

University

in

annals

OF

been shom of some of their powers, which
the Convention a few years later pro
ceeded to do, I supposed their action was
final, and adverse to us and reporting this
state of affairs to my associates at Ithaca,
we decided not to visit the balance of the
chapters. I then formed what was cahed
the Psi U Club, taking two rooms in the
Deming Block on State St., and brought

1871,

Mr. J. W. Scott, who had
stayed but
short time, and Mr. d'Autremont had
severed their connection with the Univer
Com
sity, Mr. Bacon alone remaining.
ing to Cornell and entering the Senior
year, I found there fully established (a
number of fraternities). One would nat
urally imagine that these were societies
enough for a young University hke Cor
nell, but there had been fostered by Presi
dent White, Professor Babcock, Professor
Fiske, and Professor Hewitt, a strong desire
to have a
chapter of Psi Upsilon estab
lished at the University. It was, as Presi
dent White often told me, that the Uni
versity would not seem to him exactly
completed and rounded out until a chapter
of old Psi U was established there, and to
hun and Professor Fiske, Professor Hewitt,
and Professor Babcock, the contest for a
chapter, which was waged the next four
or five
years became an earnest and much
desired object.
a

.

The first

for

petition

a

.

.

charter

B. Lawrence
,
W. Shackelford
Edward Nicol�
these last five of my own class, Everest B.
Kiersted, Dennis McCarthy, Jr., Hamilton
White of Syracuse, Frederic W. Noyes,
and Charles Stover of the class of '75.
These constituted the first organization of
the Psi U's at Ithaca, some of which were,
and some were not, admitted to the Fra
in

'72,

.

In the faU of

was

intervening

in

all)

as

.

visit, and by personal solicitation,
secure
the assent of each chapter indi
vidually. On this errand I visited nearly all
the Chapters in the East, and was entirely
successful in getting tlie written consent

.

.

.

.

.

.

,

,

Mr.

'71,

Dennis

I took to Hamilton

McCarthy, Jr.,

.

.

.

University's growth

was

continuous

unmistakable and the tendency of
popular thought and sentiment was that its
future would be very great. During the
latter part of this period (in
April, 1875),
so well satisfied were we of what we de
served, and what our rights should be, that

to

of evety Chapter I met with, and coming
to New York
City, reported myself to the
"Executive Council."
The petition
was looked at
by the Executive Council
with great disfavor.
(it) decided that
the time had not been reached when in
their judgment Comell University had at
tained that degree of prominence that
would entitle it to a chapter of Psi
Upsilon
Fratemity. At that time and before the
powers of the Executive Council had been
thoroughly defined, and before they had

.

the
and

I

petitioners,

.

University.
During these four years (1871-1875)

and with the active and everyday assist
ance of Professor Fiske, I
gathered around
me a number of men, some of whom I
took from the other Fraternities of the
University, whom I considered good can
didates for membership. With this hst of

(eight

.

.

.

.

During the autumn of 1871, the early
part of my senior year, and with the co
operation of the professors above named,

started

.

.

and
had hun initiated at the Psi, and in the
early part of the year '72, Mr. John B.
Lawrence, W. I. Scott, J. W. Shackelford
and E. B. Kiersted were taken to Union
CoHege, and initiated at the Theta.
Some few of the men who had been
brought together but not initiated, went
off into other chapters, notably Hamilton
White, and some others, preferring rather
to belong to a society whose organization
was
completed and which had a legitimate
existence than to stay in one which had
no
recognized existence at the time in the

College

years :

names

.

ternity.

Blair, lota-Chi

learn of these

members, John

Irving Scott, Joel
William J. Youngs

Spring of 1868, but eight years
were to
pass before Psi Upsilon was
estabhshed at Cornell.
we

as

W.

in the

From Charles H.

UPSILON

PSI

organized on our own responsibility a
Chapter of the Fratemity called the Pi
Chapter. With the assistance and coopera

we

tion of members in the town and members
of the faculty, viz:� Andrew D. White,
Charles Babcock, Francis M. Finch, Wil
lard Fiske, George W. Schuyler, Charles
H. Blair, and the undergraduates who form

.

the

body of the incorporators of the Chap
we
organized a Chapter of our own,
having received the Constitution from a
friendly source.

...

ter,

The "so-called Pi

Chapter" at Cor
without
the pre
organized
vious consent of aU of our
Chapters.
nell
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was
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^

.m^ir

m-

'yi^
�'V

.

#;Ih

k
,�
Wr c^WM[m

fie'"r,,
.#*,
:mSk
Chi

Chapter

Chi

Chapter of
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Chapter

of 1939
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A

duplicate

notice of this

tiie date

ing

C

H

A

step, bear

Aprk 2, 1875,

is to be

P

T

E

R

S

the Ithaca alumni Psi U's

against

who had

signed

the notice of

April

found in the scrap-book. It was ad
dressed to the several Chapters of

20th, announcing the formation of

and based its

Andrew D. Whke, Beta '53, WiUard
Fiske, Psi '51, Charles Babcock,

Psi

Upsilon

of the

ment

new

"Pi

announce

Chapter"

on

"the unanimous vote of the Conven
tion held with the Gamma in 1872,"

overlooking

the fact that such Con

vention

vote

question

to the

submitted

only
Chapters

the

and that

their unanimous consent had not fol

The immediate reaction of the
Fraternity to this procedure was
unfavorable. At the Conven

tion held with the

Kappa in May,
1875, resolutions were passed, calling
down dire punishment on the auda
cious alumni at Cornell,
requiring
their expulsion by their respective
Chapters, censuring the Chapters
which had initiated the Comell

un

dergraduates, Suspending
nitely all of the Comell undergrad
uate
Psi
U's. Incidentally, this
Convention acted favorably on the
petitions from the Upsilon Kappa at
was

"Pi

which

on

June 8, 1875,

installed under the

Chapter,"

name

the chosen

of the

name

of

the Comell group.
Charles H. Blak, lota-Chi '72,
adds to the store of information con

cerning

these

exciting

the autumn,

Convention,

after

the

1875

the Executive Council,

which had been

It

extremely indignant
231

at

CorneU

(namely,

'47, George W. Schuyler,
'37, and Charles H. Blair, lotashowed

'72)

appointed

its

a

change

of heart.

President, Frederic

A. Brown, Lambda '72, "a committee
to investigate the affairs of the Fra
at

temity

Cornell

University."

On

October 1, 1875, he reported that a
settlement of the trying situation
had been reached by which the Psi
Upsilon organization at Ithaca was
abandoned and its copy of the Con
tumed

stitution

over

him, the

to

agreeing

to

go before

the 1876 Convention

as

petitioners

Ithaca
for

a

men

the

Upsilon charter, and he

Psi

to

utmost.

further the
The

petition

to

report strongly

urged

the establishment of

ter at

Cornell and alluded in force

ful

terms to

the

splendid

a

Chap

treatment

had received

this committee of one
from alumni and undergraduates
alike.

The 1876 Convention, held with
the Psi Chapter May 3, 4, fully car
ried out all of President Brown's as
surances

to

favorable

times :

About this time Mr. James F. Gluck of
the class of '74 had taken letters from
President WTiite, Professor Fiske and my
self to the Beta Chapter at Yale College
and upon our recommendation had been
initiated by them. This caused a further
feeling on the part of the Fratemity at
large, and particularly the Executive
Council.

In

Delta

Chapter"

agreeing

indefi

Syracuse,

Theta
Chi

lowed.

most

the "Pi

before

the Ithaca group. The un
of the year

resolutions

were

repealed;

the

petition

charter at Cornell was unani
mously placed before the Chapters.
for

a

Willard Fiske, Psi '51, who had been
in the black books of the Council
and the Convention but one short
year before, read to the Convention
amid wide acclaim his celebrated
of the Fraternity, which
re-read later, in 1883, at our
Semi-Centennial in Albany, and pub-

History
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hshed ki 1895,
Psi

as

The

OF

The

Story of

Upsilon.

vention, aU of the

favorably

the honor and the
Psi

placing

Soon after the close of the Con
on

UPSILON

PSI

the

Chapters

voted

And

petition.

on

responsibihty

Upskon

in Cornell

of

were

President Andrew D. White, Beta
'53, Professor Charles Babcock, Theta
'47, especially Professor WiUard

Fiske,

'51, Professor Waterman
'69, aU of the

Psi

T. Hewitt, Gamma

and

W.

Cornell

Faculty;

Schuyler,

Delta '37, long a trustee of
and its Treasurer from

Cornell
1865

1873;

to

Judge

George

M.

Francis

'49, and Charles H.
Finch,
Blair, lota-Chi '72, of Ithaca; and
Beta

those Chi
the
Chi House

of

Chapter

charter members because

The in

Chapter.

not

signed

prominent
trom

ber of the Executive Council from
1875 to 1877, was the first in the an

13, 1876,

Upsilon

ducted

the

by

have been

Council, and

forerunner of the
to

to

practice

the
was

be followed in years to come.
The charter members of the new

born Chi

were� Ehrick

Kensett Ros-

siter, and Charles Stover, of the class
of

1875; Charles Barclay, Jeremiah
Kiersted Cady, Charles Francis Car
penter, Frank Elijah Heath, Frederic
William

Noyes, and Charles Ward
Raymond, of the class of 1876; Wk
liam Lloyd Deming, Arthur Ludwig
Karl Volkmann, and Lyman Eugene
Ware, of the class of 1877; Professor
Charles C. Shackford '35, Professor
Goldwin Smith '45, Albert Nelson
Prentiss
'60, Professor Hjalmar
Hjorth Boyesen '68, and Professor
Henry Shaler Williams '68, of the Cor
nell

petition

they

was

had

which went

Convention,

of whom

as

most

N. Os

John

'77.

The Ithaca

Daily Journal

contains

an

for

June

of the

account

installation of the Chi:

con

was

that

the

before the 1876

stallation, which was in charge of
Frederic G. Dow, Kappa '72, a mem

nals of Psi

listed in the roks of

under the classes from

1872 to 1877 and not included

1876

June 12, 1876, the Executive Coun
cil, with due pomp and ceremony,
installed the Chi

men

Faculty; and Dr. Edwin J. Mor
of Ithaca. Others who shared
'49,
gan

A fine audience assembled at Libraty
Hall last evening to witness the formal
establishment of a chapter of the Psi Up
silon Fraternity at Comell University. This
fratemity is one of the oldest and strong
est of the
college secret societies and it
has enrolled among its members many of
the prominent men in the land,
The Comell Chapter begins its career
under the most favorable and auspicious
.

.

.

circumstances, embracing among its large
the President of the University
and a number of the prominent and lead

membership

ing professors.
Among the distinguished guests of the
evening M'ho are members of the fratemity
were
Hon. Wm. Taylor, of New York,

of the occasion; Rev. Maunsell
orator of the eve
ning; Prof. Henry W. Parker of Amherst
CoUege, formerly of Ithaca, poet; Rev. C.
F. Goss, of Auburn, Rev. James Brant, of
Oberhn College; Frederick G. Dow, of

president
Van

Rensselaer, D.D.,

New

York; (the preceding gentlemen oc
cupied the stage), Grayton B. Wheeler, of
Syracuse; Prof. Gary of Meadville Theo
logical Seminary; Rev. A. S. Hoyt, recently
of

the

Roberts

College, Constantinople;
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Prof. W.

L'Amoreaux, of Wells College;
Hon. D. W. Noyes, of Dansville.
There were present fourteen graduates
of Union College. The Hon. Wm.
Taylor,
Rev. Dr. Van Rensselaer and Mr. Crayton
B. Wheeler, were members of the same
class at coUege, having graduated in 1838
and never having met imtil now, since
But

three Psi U Conventions; a Chapter
which has contributed six men to
the ranks of our Executive Council-

must

a

then aimounced the Hon. Mr.
President of the evening. This
in a happy manner,
briefly and
pointedly addressed the members of the
Chi Chapter of the Psi Upsilon, congratu
lating them upon the brilhant outset and
prospects of dieir organization. After fur
ther singing, and prayer by Rev. Mr. Goss,
the leading address of the evening was
dehvered by the Rev. MaimseU Van Rens
selaer, D.D., subject, "Loyalty." Space wUl
not permit even a brief summaty of this
effort; it must suffice to say that it was
a
vety scholarly and able address. Suc
ceeding the pleasing and creditable ren
dering of several society songs, the poet
of the evening. Prof. Hemy W. Parker
was armounced.
Further singing and the benediction by
Rev. James Brant, closed the exercises,
which were on the whole of a vety pleas
ing and successful character.
G.

Dow

Taylor as
gendeman

Some of the charter members had

belonged

to

Phi

Kappa

Psi which

seems to have died out for a time
later to be re-established at Cornell.
Carpenter, Raymond, Volkmann, and

Ware

to

were

engineers;

become well-known

Cady archi
physician; Barclay a

Rossker and

tects; Stover

a

manufacturer;

banker; Deming

a

and

name

been

Chi,

whose

Noyes,
prominent

has

always

in the annals of the

lavyyer.
began the life of the Chi
Chapter, a Chapter which through
a

Thus

its

now

added

six and one-hak decades has

the luster of our Fraternity,
whose
halls have passed six
through
hundred and eighty-nine wearers of
to

four hundred

of whom

are now
twenty-one
has
been in
a
which
ahve;
Chapter
1884, 1889, and 1924 the host of

proceed, though briefly it
description of the exer
cises, which were opened by a finely ren
dered chorus by members of the CorneU
Chapter of the Fraternity. Mr. Frederick
we

be, with

badge,

and

graduation.
must

diamond

our

Henry

John

Clark

Johnson '73, 1884-92;

Lawson Senior

ward

Livingston

'01, 1908-09; Ed
'99, 1911-

Stevens

33, President from 1928-33; Charles
Hkdredi Blak '98, 1934-35; Ben
jamin T. Burton '21, since 1935; and
Henry Percy Douglas '94, 193738; a Chapter which has enriched
Book with the "Star

our

Song

by

Professor

Hjalmar

H.

Song,"

Boyesen

'68, and "The Garnet and die Gold,"
Professor George B. Penny '85.
Edward L. Stevens '99, from whose
History of the Chi written in 1937,
the author has borrowed freely, tells

by

of the

early

years of the

new

Chap

ter:

Under the impetus of this fine start and
close association with the remarkable
in the
group of members of Psi Upsilon
GomeU Faculty, the Chi Chapter made
rapid progress during the next eight years
and coUected a substantial building fund.
Then, in May, 1884, came the great double
event of its early life, the holding of the
its

National Fratemity Convention and, in
the midst of that Convention, the laying
of the comerstone of the Chi Chapter
House at Number One Central Avenue.
The Epitome quotes extensively from the
addresses of Brothers Andrew D. White
and Charles Dudley Wamer at this latter
occasion. That faU the House was com
pleted and the Chi entered into and occu
pied its own first real home. For several
the old
years prior to 1884 it had leased
house at the corner of Buffalo and Quarty
Streets, but the new House at One Cen
tral, the first fratemity house on the Cor
nell Campus, represented
forward. It was spacious,
beautifully located, an ideal

a

great step

and
for the
strong, new Comell Chapter. Here the real
basis of the Chi was laid and many of its
most loyal sons acquired their love for
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CorneU,
was

no

Psi Upsilon
dining room

years, but

together,
room

at

PSi

OF

most

and the Chi. There
for the first nineteen
of the active members ate

sometimes

in

Sage College,

a

bayonet

stabs. Of this

period Ed

ward L. Stevens '99, writes:

Again the Chi Almnni, now formally
organized into a holding corporation for
the Chapter House, came to the rescue. A
large fimd was raised and the old House

private dining

often in

UPSILON

boarding

houses on what is now
CoUege Avenue.
The hbrary was the favorite

hang-out.

practically rebuilt.
the Chi had a Home of
which it might weU be proud; and the
Chapter appeared to be free from worries
on Uiat score for years to come. Fmthermore, a beautiful new fireplace was erected
a memorial to "The" Houston '13, a
as
victim of the War, by his parents, at the
end of the great HaU facing the entrance
to the dining room, and became in turn
the center of the winter groups of under
graduates, as the libraty fireplace had been
in the nineties. That fireplace, too, carries
on the old tradition in the New House,
having been buUt into the new dining,
refurnished and

was

Now,

once

more,

room.

One hundred and

bers of the Chi

Chi House of 1884

forces
died

especially during the long winter evenings.
In 1894 George Gladden, "Pop" to his
intimates, carved the fireplace which from

saw

of

coUege

One

1917-1918

year
Central Avenue,

with the other

fraternity

along

houses

at

Cornell and elsewhere, tumed over
the Students' Army Training

to

Corps.

Not untk 1919 did the Chi

return to ks Home.

Plaster had been

knocked down, furniture broken, the
floors and woodwork dented with

were

mem

in the armed

the World War. Five

their

country� Henry N.

Brooks '88, Ross MacMiUan '00, Her
man H. Vak '11,
George T. Hous

then on added its note of cheer to the fine
old book-lined room, and which was affec
tionately and wisely bmlt into the library
of the new Chi House on Forest Park
Road in 1933.
The dining room addition was built in
1903, through the efforts of the leaders of
die "Little Chi" in New York City and
other loyal alumni, and the Chi's Home
became complete. Now the great Hall
became the favorite meeting place, the old
library being left more to the smaU minor
ity of earnest readers. The Chapter gradu
ally became larger, partly because CorneU
was
growing fast, partly because the two
floors above the dining room gave much
additional space for studies and bedrooms.

The

during
for

forty -nine

ton

'13, and Alexander F. Mathews

'19.
Edward L. Stevens

'99,

continues

his

story of the Chi:
college generations and more settled
down to a peaceful life in the refurnished
House, widi no fear of what lay ahead;
but our location was too perfect� and Cor
nell was in the throes of a building pro
gram. Finally came the plans for a new
Law School, Myron Taylor Hall, and the
distmbing news of the site its donor
wished! The Chi had more than fifty years
Two

remaining under its lease vsdth the Uni
versity; it had raised more funds than any
other Cornell fratemity in the Alumni Fund
Drive of 1919, enough for a fuU profes
sorship and an instructor as weU; it had
received assurance of permanent occu
pancy of One Central Avenue when its
Alumni put nearly fifty thousand dollars
into the rehabilitation of the House early
in the same decade that
brought the New
Law School plans. It could cite all these
points in an effort to save its Home; but
it could not stand in the way of ComeU's
progress. So, during the sad Christmas
holidays that foUowed the Panic of 1929,
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devoted imdergraduates moved the
contents of One Central Avenue to One
and Three East Avenue and then watched
the wreckers destroy our Home of
fortyfive years.
Not even the Chi Freshmen
(who had
been initiated in November, 1929, in the
old House) ever saw a real Chi Home of
their own agam. Somehow or odier, in
spite of hope long deferred, the Chapter
kept up its morale and rushed, ple<%ed
and initiated three successive fine
delega
tions; while the Chi Alumni fought the
long and finally victorious fight for a new
Home on the CorneU
Campus, as a far
better and more central site than one far
across the wide Fall Creek
Gorge behind
Sibley. At last, under the patient and farsighted leadership of Charles Hildredi
Blair, Jr., '98, vvith the co-operation of
Sigma Phi's alumni whose position was the
same as om: ovm in most
respects, directed
by the legal wisdom of Brothers Bob
Bums and Harry O'Brien and cheered
by
the aid of friendly University Trustees,
our
present location and lease were
awarded to the Chi. The replacement value
of the old House at the high 1929 level,
with the amount paid for the
imexpired
term of our old lease,
nearly covered the
cost of the new House at the low cost of
labor and materials in 1933. Our architect,
Bradley Delehanty '10, gave his fine best
in inspiration and
painstaking care to the
plans and erection of our new Home, work
ing in close accord with the University's
own architect, Fred Ackermann.
Finally,
in September, 1933, the new Chi Chapter
House, completely fmnished and equipped,
was tiuned over to the active
Chapter at
the opening of the college year; and, on
November 10, 1933, just two weeks be
fore the Centennial of Psi Upsilon, a metal
box of records, including a score or more
of short histories of consecutive periods
from 1876 down, records of the Chi cor
poration, copies of the Chi Journal, and
all the contents taken from the box in
the comerstone of old One Central Ave
nue, was enclosed and sealed up in the
comerstone of the new House, after short
talks by Almnni Brothers Blair and Stevens
and the active Head of the House, John
Stresen-Reuter, in the presence of many
Alumni and guests and all the under
the

graduates.
It is

interesting

dent of the Counck, at Cornell in
Forty years later, at the 1924

1884.

Convention held with the Chi, for
the last time this exemplar of Psi

Upsilon presided at a Convention
our
Fraternity. The Convention
1899,

which this beloved Presi

over

presided, was notable for
unusually fine array of speakers
the banquet, including Professor

dent also

the
at

Goldwin Smith '45, one of the fore
scholars of his day, one-time

most

Professor of Modern History
Oxford, a charter member of the

Regius
at

Chi; Judge Francis M. Finch, Beta
'49, great Psi Upsilon poet; and Rich
ard Hovey, Zeta '85, one of Amer
ica's greatest poets. No one who
heard Dick

Hovey

recite his

that Her

bert L. Bridgman, Gamma '66, pre
sided at his first Convention as Presi

own

poems from the top of a table in the
Dutch Kitchen at the close of the
Convention Banquet, will ever for

get that memorable night.
Notable in the

history

of the Chi

is the first issue of The Diamond.
Volume One, number one, was issued
in

January, 1878, edited and pub
by Charles P. Bacon '82.

lished

Brother Bacon

was

Comell for

at

three years from 1875 until 1878,
and then left college for three years,
returning to take his degree in 1882.
Nine issues

during

were

the year

published

at

Ithaca

1878, every month

except July, August and September.
Volume Two, number one, did not
appear until May, 1880, the date of
the first issue

officially sponsored by

the Executive Council.
A group of Chi undergraduates in
the middle nineties signed a pledge
to meet at

the Waldorf Astoria Hotel

in New York for dinner
to note

of
of

Februaty
pledge was
Febmary 9th every
on

9, 1900. On that date the

renewed, and

on

five years the group has met. The
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ninth dinner of The Nineteen Hun
dred

Club

1940. There

was

held

Ostrom

February 9,
today
living

of note, the father of rowing at
ComeU, kept the valued scrap book
that teUs us so much of the early
neer

members of this famous Club.
Of the

men

of the

Chi, Edward L.

of the Chi. The Rt. Rev. G.
Mott Wilhams '79, was Protestant
Bishop of Marquette. Wal

Stevens has written:
The Chi has had

days

more

than its fair pro

Episcopal

portion of great college athletes and fine
,

scholars. Names such as John N. Ostrom
'77, Wilham A. Lamed '94, Joseph W.
Beacham '97, and Ehner I. ("Tommy")
Thompson, AU-American guard, will never
be forgotten. Its alumni are men of im
portance in the world of affairs, many of
them famous. Its members have served the
Psi

Upsilon Fratemity faithfully.

.

.

Across the letter head of the Alumni

thought Daily

the words�"Give

a

Cornell and the

to

Chi."
Two of the five Presidents of Cor

diamond badge.
After the first president, Andrew D.

nell have

worn our

White, Beta '53, retked�for

two

decades from 1865 to 1885 he had
molded

the

future

of

this

great

partment of
ing. Wkham

we

should note

a

who

passed
through its haUs during its first
twenty-five years. Henry C. Johnson
'73, the

men

knportant of the under
a member of the
Founders,
graduate
Executive Council, editor of the
great 1888 Catalogue, active in
most

founding the Eta Chapter, was a dis
tinguished Professor of Latin and

'81,

a

leading

lawyer, Vice-President of the New
York Central Raihoad, served as
of ComeU

trustee
man

University.

Biggs '82,

M.

Her

distinguished

a

physician.

Commissioner of Health

for

York

New

State,

introduced

diphtheria antitoxin to this country.
Colonel Timothy S. Wilhams '84,
was President of the Brooklyn Rapid
Transit Co.

George

B.

Penny '85,

prominent educator and teacher of
music, vsTTote "The Garnet and the
Gold." Frank S. Fielder '89, a noted
York

New

physician;

Henry

P.

Douglas '94, Chief Agent for Canada
of the Prudential Insurance Com
pany of America, active in the found

of note;

that

organizing the De
Mechanical Engineer
H. Carpenter '80, a dis
in

Ira A. Place

versity.

Kendall Adams, Phi '61, who held
office untk 1892.

fitting

of Alma

trustee

author and educator, held
the title of Provost of Columbia Uni

ing

It is

a

tinguished

University�how appropriate that he
should be succeeded by Charles

few of the many Chi

'79,

Kerr

Mater, aided

our

alumni have done their best and most
loyal work. Psi Upsilon has ever preached
and practiced that college comes before
fratemity. Many Chi alumni are Trustees
of the University, one was President of
the Gomellian Council, one is now the vety
active President of the GomeU Club of
New York, a position other Chi men have
occupied before him.

are

ter C.

.

But it is in service to GomeU that

Association

Lehigh University. John N.
'77, a consulting civk engi

Greek at

sixteen

are
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Epsilon Phi Chapter; and
Ogden '97, patent lawyer
Joseph W. Beacham, Jr., '97,

of the

Herbert G.

army officer; have been
active members of the Chapter.
Charles H. Blair '98, member of the

prominent

New York Stock

Exchange,

trustee

of Alma Mater, the son of Charles
H. Blair, lota-Chi 72, has for some

twenty years been President of the
Chi of Psi Upsilon Association, Inc.,
ever a

loyal

and devoted Psi U. Ed

ward L. Stevens
two

236

years

a

'99, for

over

twenty-

member of the

Ex-
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ecutive Council of which he was
President for five years, a
lawyer of
note. Permanent President of the
Centennial Convention, active in af

writer

were: Ezra ComeU Blair '96, who
had a son, John H. Blair in the Chapter,
who graduated in '28;
John M. Parker '96
of Owego, who later had two sons in the
Chapter, both graduating; Henty Sheldon
'97 of New York, who has a son in the
present Chapter; Billy Atkinson '95; Herbie Wilhams '94 whose son was in the
Chapter and graduated from Cornell and
is now in Ithaca; Ernest M. BuU '98 of
New York who has a son that graduated
from ComeU in 1926 and was in the
Chapter and is now a lawyer in New
York; BiU Brayton '93 whose son gradu
ated from Cornell but was not initiated
Psi U; Frederick C. Fletcher of Boston '96,
and several others whose names I cannot
recall at the moment.
It is interesting to note that this same
crowd raised the money to build the din
ing room in the old house at #1 Central

faks of Ahna Mater and Psi
Upsilon,
the member of a great Psi U
family,
has been one of the Chi's most dis

tinguished sons.
Hemy S. Dunning '05,

an

oral

sur

geon of note; Nicholas H.

Noyes '06,
prominent manufacturer; Colonel
Robert I. Randolph '07, a
leading
engineer, one of the bukders of Chi
a

cago, head of the
cret

Six" crime

City's famous "Se
fighting organization;

Jansen Noyes '10, banker

of note;
Coffin '12, Dkector of
Willard Straight HaU in Ithaca;
Donald C. Kerr '12, Counckor to

Avenue.

Foster M.

Foreign Students
and Benjamin T.

in the

University;

Burton

'21,

We kept right on meeting evety year
and as I remember, were not caUed upon
again by the Chapter until after the socalled Great War.
As the Chapter commenced to collect
itself after the War and come back to
college, there was great need of major
repairs to the House.

mem

ber of the New York Stock
Exchange,
of our Executive Counck, and recent

.

President of the Alumni Association
of Psi Upskon� are but a few of the
Chi's more recent sons.
No

history

of the Chi

can

withold

affectionate and admiring reference
die "Little Chi," a bulwark of

to

ComeU and of Psi
Upskon, translat
ing high ideals into loyal and prac
tical action. Its
example is a

price

less heritage of the Chi Chapter. In
a letter to the author written March

7, 1941, Charies H. Blak '98, teUs of
die "Litde Chi":
The Litde Chi of New York, which held
its 45th annual dinner in New York this

by the same
Chapter undergraduates who
signed the famous 1900 Club Pledge in
1894, namely, members of the then under
graduate classes of '93, '94, '95, '96, and
year,

was

started in 1896

group of Chi

'97.

We had our first dinner during the
Christmas hohdays in 1896 at a htde chop
house in lower Manhattan, and among
those present at the dinner besides the

...

Members of this same group also paid
off the bonds on the old house amounting
to seven or eight thousand doUars around
1907 or 1908.

.

.

Now to go back a step, an Association
called the Psi Upsilon Association of Ithaca
had been the father and nurse of the
Chapter from the time it was founded up
until 1920. This Psi Upsilon Association
of Ithaca was made up of Psi U professors
and several of our old Almnni living in
town, and over a period of time they had
done a great job but old age and death
reduced their nmnber and ability to help
to such an extent that when an emergency
arose of doing over the House in 1921, the
Litde Chi of New York jumped into the
picture (and with considerable opposition
which only lasted a short time) formed
the present Chi of Psi Upsilon Association,
Inc. This Association took over the func
tions, authority and leases of the old Ithaca
Association which was dissolved.
I had the honor of being elected the
first President of the Chi of Psi Upsilon
have been cartyAssociation, Inc. and
ing on in that capacity ever since.
After the incorporation of this new
Association, which I think was in 1921,
we
immediately went to work to raise
money to fix over the old House and with
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the permission of the University and word
from the University to the effect that our
House would never be molested by the
University, we raised and put into the old
House $45,000.
I might add that the Litde Chi of New
York also and at the same time raised
among their members over $60,000 for the
Cornell Endovsonent Fund.
It was the survivors of this same group
who battled with the University for a new
site on the Campus after our old House at
#1 Central Avenue had, together with the
Sigma Phi, been taken by the University
and demolished to make room for Myron
Taylor Hall.
After this battle was won, and we were
given permission to again buUd on the
campus, we voluntarily returned to the
University the $25,000 which they had
allowed us for the unexpired term of our
old lease.
It is interesting to note that this year a
group of present undergraduates in the
Chapter started a Little Chi of Chicago
holding their first dinner at the Drake
Hotel on September 7th, 1940. They col.

.

UPSILON

PSI

OF

lected aU Chi Alumni possible in and
about Chicago and sat down to dinner with
twenty-seven in number.

Ever

strong

in the annals of Cor

Upsilon, the Chi faces a
future of golden promise. The un
dergraduates of recent years, build
nell and Psi

the traditions of those "who
trod these haUs of yore," by their re
markable leadership at Cornell, have

ing

on

added to the luster of Psi

Upskon

and the Chi.

.

From sable field of primal night
Arose the diamond Star of light,
From firmament of darkness dread
O'er all the land her lustre shed.
Psi Upsilon, eternal star,
eternal star.
Psi
Friendship and joy, and joy, thy

UpsUon,

glories

are!

Friendship

and

joy,

and

joy, thy glories

are!

Hjalmar

H.

Boyesen

'68.

History of the Chi written in 1937 by
Edward L. Stevens '99, and also from a history written in the eighties by
Charles H. Blair, lota-Chi '72. Valuable suggestions have been received
from Foster M. Coffin '12, and Donald C. Kerr '12.
The author has taken

freely from

BETA

A

CHAPTER

BETA

Trinity College

Less

than

founding
a

a

of Psi

decade

Upsilon

February

after

the

fewer than

dozen serious minded and studious

together one night
at Washington
dormitory
name
was
(the
changed to Trinity
in 1845) CoUege in Hartford, Conn.,
young
in

to

met

men

a

room

discuss

considered

a

matter

that had been

informally by

smaUer

This

was

4, 1880

in 1842 and out of that

born the Beta Beta
meeting
Society, known also in its early days
as the Black Book, which had,
pri
marily, a dual object, simply and
was

concisely set forth as the "promo
tion of scholarship and friendly rela
tions." Almost

twenty years before

the outbreak of the War between the

groups of them on numerous previous
occasions� the formation of a society

States and with but few of the

that would

men a

down

perpetuate

through

thek ideals

the years.

of

distractions that divert

college

century later, this little band

of earnest young students
238
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began to put into actual practice the
principles around which thek Order

hour, today coUege life, foreign policy or current events are the topics

established.

was

a

and

Henry

The

pride in the maintenance

T. WeUes

'43, who became
of
St.
mayor
Anthony's FaUs,
now
Minneapolis, in 1855, the Beta
Beta Society had its
origin. With this
group and others, the Society started
honorable

its

on

march of almost

and

a

pated in the light of the tremendous
upheavals that have taken place in
the

courageous

O

procul

thek

art

Thek motto

"Procul

este

did not

in thek classical studies. This interest

reflected in thek

was

weekly

when, weekly,
read

on

poem of his

cises

have

come

dovra with

Horace, the Pyramids or the meaning of classicism might occupy this

city

quently
few

in the

undergraduate-

they were not infreparticipate. When
organized there were^

in which

invited to
was

chaptered fraternities

in the col-

leges of America and at Trinity none,,
there being but two other local societies. One of these

and

through
succeeding group of
Beta Beta men and whke in 1842

Trinity

Beta Beta

own

each

the

the

essay he had written, discuss
classical subject or perhaps re-

authorship,
Although considerably changed in
form and content, these literary exera

of Connec

activities and in the cultural life of:

exercises"

member would

on

now

prominent part

an

some

cite

"literary

one

located

campus where its influence in college affairs was distinctly felt. Its members took a.

meet-

ings, a fak portion of which were
given over to subjects dkectly related to scholarship. They had as an
order of business

very small

membership, but some few years
after its founding freshmen were admitted and initiated if they succeeded
in passing their college tests, and k
they were considered of sufficiently
high intellectual attainment to affiliate with an order seriously devoted
to scholarly pursuits.
Not many years passed before the
Beta Beta took a commanding place

profani."
neglect world affaks,
as some of the few
preserved old
bear
manuscripts
testimony, but by
and large were
intensely interested

They

the old

stands. The Beta Beta
likewise was small. At first only
upperclassmen were eligible for

ticut

and thek

was

keep

Washington,
college in 1842, and was
the site where the capitol

mildly. They had lengthy oraclassical subjects. Many of
them were studying for ordination
ia the
Episcopal Church and were
profound students of Latin and
Greek. They discussed the ancients,
literature,

to

was a

name

on

phkosophy.

both here and.
the world in the past
order

quarter of a century.
Trinity College, or

it

thek

social

throughout

century.

meetings, the old records
seem to indicate, would
certainly.
by present day college fraternity
standards, be adjudged boresome, to
tions

of ks oldest

traditions, retained in spkk certainly,
and in actual practice to a much
greater degree than might be antici-

Thek

put

frequently discussed.
Chapter has always taken great

most

nucleus of three men, WiUiam
U. Cok '44, Thomas S. Preston '43,
In

locals. Delta Psi,

did, however, affiliate with

a

national

fraternity almost thirty years before
Beta Beta decided to take what was
then considered

239

a

momentous

step,,
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as a

of the

Society during

society to become a part of a greater
organization. Alpha Delta Phi in
1877 and Delta Kappa Epskon in
1879 established chapters in Trinity

matter

was

and

submerge

its

individuality

coUege was
carefully examined, aU were con
vinced that although the change might be
As the state of affairs in

few years, yet m time, it
inevitably come, if the Order would
maintain the high place she has so long
that
occupied. It was with much sorrowfeel a
for
we
this
to
conclusion,
came
we
of giving up the
at die

deferred for

a

must

As the trend toward the
societies in American

chaptered
colleges and

more
became
pro
Beta
Beta
the
nounced,
Society ap
pears to have taken full notice. There

universities

evidence that

ample

well informed
dent

under consideration:

more

College.

is

thought

on
as

they

outward form of the old Order

yourself

by

stu

large, acknowledge
proposed change.

it related to Greek

tion. But wise

leading

to

with

Then, as now, any sharp departure
from the so-called normal or tradi
tional way of Ike was received by

that

with

Beta Beta

little

misgiving.
should give up her
no

of the

was

the direction
running and

equal prudence they discerned
it would be greatly to the ad

vantage of

Beta Beta to ride it at the

flood.

affiliation argued
that if Beta Beta deferred immediate
action until some future date when

That

Proponents

indi

easily countenanced
viduality
and the records disclose that the sug
gestion of affiliation was received
was

advisabihty

men saw

in which the tide

formal

association.

some

the

entered into without
the most sober thought and reflec

but several years elapsed between
the first mention of the subject and

any concrete action

you

abundantly clear from the
above quotation as weU as from mis
cellaneous records in chapter ar
chives that affiliation was no light
matter to be

national

as

possibility, experience.

It is

society,

some

any

in
we have consulted the brethren
Hartford and vicinity, and tiiey aU, seeing
the altered condition of things here and at

they appear to
have been in no hurry to join the
procession. Early chapter minutes
reveal that they discussed at con
siderable length the pros and cons of
with

can,

But

were

contemporary

thought

deep regret

letter societies but

affiliation

the time the

not

of

with

the op
be
choice
would
gone
portunity for
and "none but an inferior body would

"with

be

the Order

"strong disfavor" by a few but
approbation by the majority."
In June, 1877, the movement toward
affiliation with Psi Upsilon was in
full swing and not only were active
members of the society considering
the proposals but alumni were like
wise taking part in the deliberations.

might deteriorate,

wkling to receive us," as a writer
day expressed it. No single

of that

consideration, exclusive of all others,
was

the

propelling force toward affili

noted in the late seven
college Ike "had changed."
Supporters of the proposal indicated

ation. It

was

ties that

How Beta Beta men felt about
consolidation with a fraternity that
in the late seventies had seventeen
chapters can perhaps be best portiayed in the following extiact from
a communication sent to all members

that from

ing,
was

experience

observation and
a

decided

in electioneer

inquiry

preference

there

among

going to college for the
chaptered society. It was also pointed
out that the majority of eligible

young
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Chapter House, Trinity CoUege. Acquired
81 Vernon Street,

Beta Beta

Chapter

of 1882,

Hartford,

containing

in 1902

Connecticut

some

Charter Members

iy\
S^^f*

Beta Beta

%�

Chapter

of 1892

-'

%

>:.Ji
11

-I

^

;

^^

Beta Beta

Group

of 1930
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college were
pledged beforehand '^either through
the instrumentahty of other chapters
or
graduate members.

included: Dr. Edward M. Gallaudet

Both active and alumni members
of Beta Beta were assured that if
the change were made it would not

rector

men

young

to

going

affect the

laid

objects of the Society as
dovim by the founders; that most

of the old customs would be retained;
that the traditions of the Order

would survive; that the principles
would contkiue and that actually
affiliation would "only touch her outward form."
It

was even

argued by proponents

of Beta Beta would be
in
the
new existence and
preserved
that whke a new pin would of neces
sity have to be adopted, the old Beta
that die

Beta

name

insignia, the

enckcled with
retained in

a

two

Greek letters

serpent, would be

form. In other words

some

everything possible was done to safe
guard the cherished traditions that
had developed in the nearly four
decades of the Beta Beta Society's
existence.

of 1879, a committee that
included the Hon. Robert W. Wright,
Beta '42, of New Haven; the Rev.
In

Jime

Francis

Lobdell,

Gamma

'58, also of

New Haven; WiUiam B. Lee, Beta
'49, of Pordand, Conn.; George M.

KimbaU,

'79; and Hemy

Beta

M.

Warren, Xi '80, met at New Haven
and appointment of the

by authority

Convention of the

This

committee

meet

with

pointed

a

group

previous

was

month.

instructed

to

simkar

specially ap
representing the Beta

consider matters rel
Beta Society
ative to the petition of the Trinity
CoUege group for admittance to Psi
to

Upsilon.
Those

representing

the Beta Beta

'56, president of the College for
Deaf Mutes, Washington, D.C.; the
Rev. WiUiam F. Nichols '70, then

of Christ Church, Hartford;
Hyde '73, classical mas

Edmund M.

Episcopal Academy, Cheshire,
Conn.; David B. WiUson '79, Lan
caster, Pa.; and Clarence Carpenter
'82, of Detrok, Mich.

ter,

The record reveals there was a
full and free discussion of all issues
involved, with the Committee reprethe

Fraternity giving every
evidence of being in full accord
throughout with the petition of Beta
Beta. In its report to the Executive
senting

Council the Committee wrote at

one

point:
The Beta Beta Society of Trinity Col
lege is one of the oldest and strongest
existing societies in that institution, having
been organized in 1842, had a strong and
continuous growth ever since, and sent out
doc
many of the most prominent bishops,
tors of divinity, clergymen, lawyers, physi
cians, professors, etc. in the coimtty; among
whom may be named Bishop Niles of New
Hampshire, Paddock of Massachusetts,
Scarborough of New Jersey, Beckwith of
Georgia, the Rev. Dr. Knickerbacker of
Minneapohs, lately appointed Bishop of
New Mexico; the Rev. Drs. Rudder of
PhUadelphia, Goodrich of Utica, New
York, J. A. Paddock of Brooklyn, Malcohn
Douglas, late President of Norwich Uni
versity, Vermont, besides several promi
nent professors of colleges and leading
lawyers and physicians in the countty.

The Beta Beta

stipulated

in

its

Society, of course,
petition that its

alumni should be inducted into Psi
Upsilon as well as the active mem
bers, and taking cognizance of this

point

the committe observed:

The Beta Beta Chapter of Psi Upsilon
Trinity will bring into the Hving mem
bership of our Order a larger number of
active professional gentlemen of promi
nence than we should be likely to secure
from that college in die next twenty-five
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were we
simply to grant a charter to
undergraduate classes, and have them

suffice;

years,
its

organize de

novo.

Before this, in 1872, or some* thirty
years after its founding and eight

prior

years

to its

entry

into Psi

Society

had

organized

formed to give the Society a
continuing medium for the holding of
real property or tmst funds then
owned or that might at some future
time

come

into its

The

possession.

Association still exists and in its

sev

entieth year continues to perform
the functions outlined by its incor

porators.
The Psi

special

Upsilon

Committee took

notice of this feature of the

Beta Beta

Society's organization and
commented upon it with consider
able enthusiasm, pointing out that
the Society was about to erect "a
handsome

chapter house" and other
indicating that it was in an un
usually sound financial position.
wise

So well satisfied
tee

was

the Commit

with the conditions and circum

stances that it

found, after a thorough

investigation of the entire proposal,
not only urged the Executive
Counck and the several Chapters to

approve
but to do it with
action."

of Beta Beta

"prompt and speedy
manner

notffied the several

In the fak of 1879

Chap

Chapter

rolled in Psi

approval

to

flood

Upsilon quickly

en

gave

Society

so

that

by

the

coming
year all was in
readiness for the formal reception of

Fratemity.

acceptance

a

after

the admittance of the

of the

action and final

special

Chapter

of the seventeen then

the

of the

Omega,,

ability

committee's report
and in the interim between Chapter

ters

written to the

I regard the opening at Trinity as ai
very extraordinaty one and should we plant:
Psi U there we should at once h.Awe, ini
my opinion, as fine a chapter as there is^
in the fraternity. Should we fail, it seems
to me that it is a golden opportunity Ibst:
forever.
I suppose the Beta Beta to be as strafsg:
an
organization as the Gamma Chapter <sr
as
my own Xi which I almost worship, antK
here is the chance to Psi Upsilonize thewhole thing� past and present members,.
reputation, money, $7,000 in actual cash,.
a
reputation in the college and city su
to hereafter'
perior to all rivals, an
take the cream of the coUege by means of
the Beta Beta in the faculty and among:
the graduates, the prestige of half a cen
tmy, a long drill in prize taking, scholar
ship and especially chorus singing.
It is as if by some means one of our
oldest and best chapters was outside and
asking admittance. Put the record of Beta
Beta beside any of our oldest chapters and
I believe it is up to ours. Here is Beta
Beta, graduates and imdergraduates offer
ing us the united fruit of lieir forty years
toil, and their tmited allegiance, and their
united pledges of the same kind of work
for Psi U. None come asking honorary
membership in Psi U but they ask us to
put the seal of our honored name on their
work.

Beta Beta

The Council in routine

formally

equaUy

shows their tenor:

that it

admittance

were

the Colt

the Rev. William U. Colt, one of the
founders of the Order. This Associ
was

of others

but the following excerpt
from a letter in November, 1879,,
from the distinguished Charles W.Smiley, Xi '74, of the Smithsonian i

Institution,

Trust Association named in honor of

ation

scores

laudatory

Up

silon, several graduate members of
the

UPSILON

PSI

almost

group

into

new

forty

year old

college

the

nationally

known

of indorsements swept forward in
Beta Beta's favor. One example of

The formal exercises were held in
the Beta Beta chapter hall at 7 o'clock

the type of these indorsements will

on
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the

thirty-ninth anniversary of the
founding of Beta Beta, followed by
an elaborate inauguration
banquet
at the AUyn House Hotel, attended
by more than one hundred and fifty
members of Psi Upsilon not only
from Hartford and

points

as

vicinity

far distant

as

ords

clearly indicate was an out
standing event of the winter in
Hartford and certainly in the history
of the College and the Fraternity.

but from

Detroit, St.

Louis and Rochester.

Newspaper reports of the affair
arriving throughout
the day bore large and small groups
state that trains

bound for the ceremonies. The Gov
of Connecticut, himself

ernor

ber of the

Fraternity,

was

a mem

to

be

an

honored guest, but illness prevented
his attendance. The hst of those

present reveals, however, that scores
prominent in the official, professional,
business, industrial and social life of
their communities

came to Hartford
for the induction. More than hak of
the Chapters were represented by es

pecially appointed undergraduate
delegates.
Dr. Gallaudet

and

was

the toastmaster

the

toasts

following responded to
proposed by the distinguished
Honorable Wilham
'58, for the Beta Beta;

educator:

The

Hamersley
the Rev. Joseph

H.

Beta

TwicheU,

'59, Mark Twain's friend, for the
Fraternity; the Rev. Orland Witherspoon '56, for the elements of brotherhood

coUege fraternity;
Dudley Warner, Psi '51, for
die scholarly element in a college
fraternity; Henry C. Robinson, Beta
in

a

Charles

'53, for the

moral element in

lege fraternity;

a

col

dignitaries

abihty

In the

Beta
was

summer

Chapter

was

of 1884

of 1884 the Beta
completing what

described in the local press

as

"one of the finest and most attractive
secret

with

society buddings connected
any

New

England coUege."
lo-

Chapter house
imposing
cated at Washkigton and Park Streets
the faU
was ready for occupancy in
of that year. Washington Street particularly was, in the eighties and
nineties as weU as into the early
a thoryears of the present century,
the
oughfare along which some of
The

new

residences m
Names out
located.
Hartford were
in the social, business and

most

distinguished

standing

and WiUiam Cleve

land Hicks '48, for die CoUege.
Scores of letters and telegrams
were
received during the dinner
from
throughout the East
their regret in their into attend, what existing rec-

expressing

Beta Beta House

life of the city and state
hsted among those whose beau

political
were

tiful old New England homesteads
were half hidden behind more than
a mke of gigantic ehn trees.
In the
days, long before the
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automobile took

over

the

highways,

in the winter

sleigh racing

was

a

popular sport along Washington
Street, the pacers starting in the vi
cinity of the Beta Beta House and
running their course straight down
the broad highway to the State Cap
itol grounds where the college for
merly stood. Not infrequently in
those

now

Beta Beta

way

distant winters did the
stand

men

along

the road

cheer their favorites in the

to

exciting

contests

between Hartford's

pronounced
was

A newspaper account of the

new

Its location could not be more advan
on the comer of these two
fine streets. It is of secular Gothic archi
tecture and is constructed of Portland
(Conn.) brownstone with Ohio yellow
sandstone trimmings. Over the front en
trance on Washington Street, set in the
wall, is in Ohio stone the diamond-shaped
emblem of the fratemity with the Greek
letters Psi UpsUon and die clasped hands,
while imbedded in the front gable are the
letters of the Trinity Chapter of the fra
ternity�Beta Beta. When completed and
fumished this model chapter house will
have cost not far from $25,000.

tageous than

Beta Beta

House the stone diamond

Chapter
shaped em

so

the cherished traditions
The

structure

up the
merce

has

struggle

of

and where

many of

were

born.

since

long
given
encroaching com
college boys once
the trees in pleas

sat

about beneath

ant

relaxation, motorists now honk
impatient demand for gasohne

in

and oil.
For

more

alumni about the

problem,

with the

Beta

February, 1902,
Chapter purchased

Beta

at 81 Vemon

the
its

Stteet,

Colonial house, one
of the showplaces of its day and re
taining down to the present time ak
fourteen

room

of the old charm and distinctiveness
that has endeared it to the hundreds
of Psi U

friendly

who have entered its
portals. For many years the
men

front door

locked and

was never

one

in the late nineteen thkties

summer

when the House, for the first time in
more than a decade, was untenanted

during

the summer,

no

key

could be

found to close up the place. In May,
1910, fire swept from the basement

through to the
because it occurred in

of the elevator shaft

only
mid-day was a serious loss averted.
Many older residents of the vicinity
today recaU the fire with consider
able amusement, for their recollec
tion is that of a group of shouting

college boys throwing
ings

thek

belong

from the second floor windows

while firemen struggled to get lad
ders and hose to the roof. Actual

damage

was

limited to

twenty years the

less than

this

far and away the high point in the
college year for the Chapter. The

Chapter occupied
as the
college grew
nity grew with it,

lose its residential

changes in viewpoint and students
objections to the long walk,
especially during the cold winter
months. The deskabihty of a new
home adjacent to the campus began to
take definite form� something more
than mere wishful thinking and fond
hope. Undergraduates approached

structural
than

Street

voiced

roof and

blem referred to in the above quo
tation is still preserved as a memento
of the House in which

to

present quarters

house states that:

present

beginning

Washington

character and that the location was
too distant. Time hkewise brought

a

In the

that

result that in

top ranking thoroughbreds.

Chapter
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the

building

but

and the Frater

feehng became

House
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$2,000, but the

has

gone

event

was

through periodic
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renovations and refurnishings to
keep it comfortable and homelike, as

weU as to provide a
which fraternity life

about

center

revolve,

can

completely satisfying

those who

to

occupy it.
Reference has already been made
here to the strong hold that tradition
had upon Beta Beta

days,

so

men

of the

early

in the

clearly emphasized

insistence upon continuation of these

haUowed customs

ticipated

in the

those who par

by

negotiations leading

to affiliation with Psi

Upsilon.

With

passing years there appears to
have been no diminution in this

the

watchful

guardianship

of the famil

iar and beloved ties that loom
in the hearts of Beta Beta

large
An

in

example

tion made

adoption

a

sugges
the

regarding

cer

Chapter discussed the
some
length and there

at

considerable

was

is

unkorm initiation

a

emony. The

proposition

1916

in

of

point

so

men.

undoubtedly

a

agreement that

uniform

ceremony

would have many
wrote

advantages, but,
Joseph Buffington, Jr., '18:

A

P

T E

S

R

Dublin, of Cambridge, and of Ox
ford, the College has been distin

guished by its independence, toler
ance and
practical idealism. Indeed
it

founded, in 1823, as a protest
against the control of higher educa
was

tion

by

what then amounted to

a

Connecticut; and

it

state church in

its

opened
which

at

doors under
the

a

charter

request of Bishop

Brownell and his group of founders
expressly forbade any religious test

faculty or in student body. Yet
mingled with this liberality of
thought ran a conservatism which,
while hospitable to new ideas, forced
them to undergo the acid test of
scholarly and scientific analysis be
fore adoption as principles of action,
insisting always upon quality and
solidity of achievement even at the
in

expense of numbers. It will astonish
many to know that in 1900 there
were barely one hundred and thirty
students. Then suddenly the Col
like its campus elms, developed
a latent
capacity for outward growi:h
from sturdy roots. And so with Beta

lege,

Beta.

have an
chapter
old and estabhshed ceremony which is
dear to the hearts of alumni and under
graduates alike, and that the abolishment
of this ceremony in favor of a new and
untried form would meet with

Chapter's contribution to the
College has been far in excess of any
numerical strength. In campus af
fairs, in hterary and athletic effort of

disfavor and regret.

every
have

We feel that each

must

probably
Thus

had

was

Beta Beta

than

once more, as

thirty
chnging resolutely to
more

it

years before,
ks

cherished

These tiraditions of the Beta Beta
resemble those of the College to
which its members have given such
loyal service. Named first for Wash
the Fatiier of hberty, then

ington,

ing

and sound

independent think

scholarship. Trinity

more.

nature,

of

its

members
their part and

active

always played

On the Board of Trustees, Psi

conspicuous in num
generosity and in quahty of

U's have been

bers,

in

service.

traditions.

for those seats of

The

At Alumni

fratemity

is

gatherings,
represented as is

no

the

Beta Beta of Psi U-an index of the
and activity of interest in

loyalty
their College of those who wear the
symbol of the clasped hands. It was
a Beta Beta, Augustus P. Burgwin
'82, who wrote the College anthem.
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of transportation sometime
discontinued widi the passing of the
old Connecticut River boats that

"Neath the Elms." The

mode

CoUege motto,
"Pro Ecclesia et Patria" has been in
terpreted by her sons as a call to up
hold the principles of religion and
sohd idealism, to the safeguarding of
national unity, integrity and honor,
the two bound together by an abiding
love of liberty. And they have proved
their faith by their works, by unself

the Beta Beta

ish labor and sacrifice in time of

railroad and steam schedules,

daily phed between the two cities.
Ahnost thirty years elapsed before
host

again

was

to

the

annual Convention, but in 1935 the
Chapter once more entertained the

instead of

but

visiting delegates,

high

lon but five years, the Chapter was
called upon to be host to the 1885

the
suggested
of reaching
the city. The problem that year was
not meeting trains and conducting
delegates to the Chapter House but
rather finding a place for them to
park their automobkes once they

Convention which it did with distinc

had

tion and

many of them

as

in time of

In this

war.

peace
ice, the men of Beta Beta have

themselves

serv

way

Mater.

affiliated with Psi

widespread

Upsi

commendation

from the older and many much

larger

tant

Seven years later in 1892 the semi
centennial of Beta Beta was marked

lege society,
on

hundred members of the Order. The
committee that arranged that observ
ance

of

Henry T. Welles '43,
Fogg '52, WiUiam D.

at

men

host to the

tiaUy,

some

that

in

nouncements

were

that Hartford is situated

home,
an

advised

York and Boston

New

New Haven and Hart

York,

on

century
a
stoty

social and

eco

magnitude
no
single

hope

more

to

than

grasp,
a

even

relatively

parsmall

have

all

naturally

their parts,

played
have

in

distinguished

their

perhaps just as effectively but
bright light of public acclaim

the

and

attention has failed to focus upon

their works.

midway be

tween New

written

col

chosen fields,
and many more, it is weU known,
have labored just as dihgently and

interesting to
pre-convention an

delegates

can

themselves

Chap

nual Convention. It is
note

as a
a

In this March of Time Beta Beta

and Wk

seventy-third

are

press
mark its

portion.

ham P. Nkes '93.

was

1842 to 1942,

to

work in the world that

'87, Thomas

it

preparing
anniversary

rehgious, pohtical,

mind

In 1906, four years after the
ter had moved into its present

to

whose pages

Thomas B.
Penfield '62, Samuel Hart '66, Fred
erick W. Harriman '72, John H. McCrackan '82, William A. Beardsley

Elwyn '92,

goes

nomic forces of such vast

included

L.

publication

hundredth

one

February of that year with a spe
cial festival attended by more than a

Trinity campus,
coming from far dis

points.

Beta Beta is

in

means

the

reached

As this

Chapters.

as

were

most convenient

proved
worthy sons of their Alma

Although

routes

the

It is with

some

hesitation that the

of this record

ford Railroad. They were also told
that they could reach the city by
steamer "direct from New York," a

assume the
compilers
responsibihty of selecting Beta Beta's
sons for
special mention. Each one

has contributed in his
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the

Chapter

hanced his
the

degree

fortunate

G

and in later life has

profession

H

A P

T

E

^

R

tance where it would be most

en

needed.

in the hearts

calling

to

Dr. Hart held

that his natural talents

or

of all who knew him that grows
bigger with the years.
Not a few of the graduates of the

or

circumstances

permitted,

and the strength of the Chapter, in
the College and the Fraternity, has
perhaps lain rather in character than

a

place

Beta Beta have become

outstanding

surgeons in their
Among those of na
may be mentioned

and

physicians

in distinction of individual attain

communities.

ment.

tional fame
Thomas L. Stedman '74, editor of
the "Medical Record," linguist, au
thor and contributor to medical pub
lications and lay magazines, and

Approximately
Beta

jninistty

two hundred Beta

have been ordained in the

men

in various

proportionately

denominations,

more

in the earlier

jears, and have occupied parishes
large and small from coast to coast.

Jerome

More than

ter

a

score

high office of bishop in
Episcopal Church, including, be

sides those mentioned in other

the present Bishop of South Dakota.
To the long hne of Beta Betas who
knew him personally and to those
came

later and

were

only with his works
"Sammy" Hart probably

acquainted
the

more

than half

a

centuty

inti

actively associated with
mately
aU phases of the Chapter's hfe. A dis
tinguished classical scholar and emi
and

nent teacher, Custodian of the Book
of Common Prayer, vice-dean and
subsequentiy dean of the Berkeley

Divinity School at Middletown,

Con

necticut, from 1899 to his death in
1917, Dr. Hart without question had

profound influence on the
the
young men who passed through
Chapter during the many years of his
a

head

mas

more

close association with it than any
other single individual. A kindly and
understanding man who had never
failed to lend his counsel and assis-

prison

by

China.
In the field of

name

stands out
above all others. Beta Beta '66, Phi
Beta Kappa, valedictorian and optimus, the Rev. Dr. Samuel Hart for
was

'80)

camps for the United
at Berlin before
Ambassador
States
our
entty into the first World War,
officer in that war, has been dec
Great Britain, France and
orated

man

con

nections, WiUiam Blak Roberts '05,

who

'10, (son of the

of Holderness School, both of
New York. Dr. Webster, athlete,
sculptor, surgeon, inspector of Ger

of them have

risen to the

the

P. Webster

Rev. Lorin Webster

law, and many

Beta

distinguished them
selves at the bar, none has had the
record of Joseph Buffington '75, of

Beta

men

have

Pittsburgh, Pa. Appointed presiding
judge of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Third District in
1906, he was the oldest federal judge
in

point

of service at the tkne of his

retirement from the bench in

May,

1938.

Wilham

ford,
ford

Hamersley '58,

of Hart

for twenty years Hart
County State's attorney, subse
was

quently judge of the Superior Court,
and in 1894 appointed an associate
justice

of the Connecticut

Supreme

Court of Errors, where he served
untk 1908.
Phkip J. McCook '95, of

Justice

the New York State Supreme Court,
has hkewise had a distinguished ca-
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the bench and, through par
ticipation in celebrated cases, has

Art, literature,

reer on

was wounded and decorated with
the D.S.C.

and

Beta Beta

men

made

business, finance,

industiry,

place. Trinity's imposing

a

vast

In the

have risen to
new

unus-

contribution to the

cause

of sound education.

of

scores

pubhc

an

uaUy large number in proportion to
the Chapter's total membership. As
college presidents and professors,
and teachers in public and private
schools, they have as aheady seen

he

insurance

music and

office have also attracted

gained national attention for his fear
less and impartial decisions. In the
World War, as a Major in the A.E.F.,
In the fields of
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high
chapel,

Beta

wars

of the nation Beta

have been

men

distinguished

of the finest in the countty, and
erected at a cost of approximately
$2,000,000 was the gkt of WiUiam
Gwinn Mather '77. Lewis G. Harri

for their service with the land, air,
and sea forces, since Brigadier Gen

'09, of Buffalo, New York, heads
city's great banks; and ki
insurance Charles G. Woodward '98,
of Hartford, guides the investment

were
bers of the active
unable to don the unkorm. And al

one

man

one

of that

policies

of

of the nation's

one

insurance

companies.

leader

the

in

A

large

eral

tysburg.

Rev.

and

one

of the

and is

most

recognized

progressive

as

execu

tives in the

industry.
Lawson Purdy '84, of New York
City, is a widely known taxation ex
pert, long identified with outstand
ing social movements and president
of the Russell Sage Foundation.
In science, chemistry and engi
neering

of Beta Beta

scores

have taken

prominent places.

men

for

operating

a

smelters.

LeffingweU '95,
Explorer of

celebrated Arctic

early century;

zinc

mem

number have volun

fifty-four students
passed through the halls of the
Beta, of whom

ninety-nine

are

two

hundred

hving.

David Buchanan Wklson '79, 1882-

83; and A. Northey Jones '17, since
1933, have served on the Executive
Council of Psi

Upsilon.

From the pen of the Beta Beta
have come many of our Fraternity's

songs�"Festival Song," written by
Edward M. GaUaudet '56; "Brothers,
Raise the

Chorus," by Charles H. B.
'66; "Back Through the
Rolhng Years," by Henry Ferguson
'68; "Let Us Fly From Care and Sor
row," by Beverly E. Warner '76;
Tremaine

Wending," by Clarence G.
Child '86; and "Unchanging Psi U.,"
by Prosser H. Ftye '89, to name but

McAlpine Johnson '98, did out
standing work in metallurgical proc
esses

only
Chapter

"Home

Wool

sey

Emest DeKoven

a

at Get

two

Six hundred and

have
Beta

Light Company

'58, feU

teered for service and gone to camp
before the end of the coUege term.

Samuel

headmaster of St. Paul's School and
later a member of the Trinity fac
ulty, heads the Hartford Electric

Vincent

In 1917-1918

in 1941

ready

national

public utkity field,
Ferguson '96, son of the
Henry Ferguson '68, formerly

Stirong

a

was

the

and Richard S. Bar-

thehness '17, was one of the stars of
the silent days of motion
pictures.

few.

stands on the
threshold of another hundred years
of existence, enriched and streng
Now

thened

Beta

by

backward
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its

Beta

long tradition. Looking
sees the
legions of

one

THE

C

H

men who have served well their
neighbors, their state and their na

A

P

T

E

course

such

tion. It is in these ranks that

coming
generations will find their places,
and in the days ahead the Beta Beta
Chapter will not waver from the

on

high

S

R

which it embarked with
purpose

so

long

ago.

Before

we
part let evety heart
Renew the vows of old,
And bless the time when first we came
Widiin die Psi U fold
Edward M. Gallaudet '56.

The History of the Beta Beta is
practically as it was written by Sereno B.
GammeU '24, under the supervision of
Philip J. McCook '95, Anson T. Mc
Cook '02, and James Brewster '08.

ETA

CHAPTER

Lehigh University

February 22, 1884

Four years were to pass before
Fraternal Order was again wi

our

dened. Before the nineteenth
ter

Chap
Upsilon was installed, the
never-to-be-forgotten Semi-

of Psi

great

Centennial

be

to

was

celebrated,

marking as it did a period of
uninterrapted success. While
end of

our

ahnost

first decade there

at

Leighton

the

were

Chapters, one for each year of
the Society's age, during the next
four decades but eight Chapters were
added to our roUs. The Chapter roll
ten

had been

growing slowly.

Then

on

Febmary 22, 1884, the Eta Chapter
was
born, in Lehigh University,
Bethlehem, Pa., which had been
founded in 1866, just after the close
of die Civk War.
Psi

Upsilon

the sixth national

was

place a chapter in
this Pennsylvania institution. Among
those aheady established were Chi

fraternity

to

Phi in 1872 and Delta Phi in 1884.
A fine history of the Eta written in
1937 teUs of the origin of the Psi

Upsilon

movement at

Lehigh:

.

.

lightning.

Here the matter dropped for several
weeks untU Brother Freeman (Walter J.
Freeman, Chi '83) of the Chi, who had
prepared for Cornell under Professor John
son, came down from Ithaca and called
on the Professor at the Eagle Hotel. They
walked over to the University, and, on the
Professor
way back. Freeman asked why
did not tty to get a chapter of

Johnson

Lehigh, as it was a lovely
good future. His answer
place
was that they might petition and then have
to wait for twenty years before obtaining
anything. However, Brother Freeman ar
the

Fraternity

at

and had

gued

The steps which led to the foundation
to
of the Eta
may be traced
Chapter
.

a certain
Sunday moming more than fifty
years ago. It was the first Simday after
Professor Henty C. Johnson ( Chi '73 ) had
come to Bethlehem to teach at Lehigh,
and the scene was at Chapel, where Pro
fessor Johnson officiated as organist. His
Psi U pin, wom in a rather conspicuous
place, was noticed by George Leighton
('83), a member of the college choir.
approached Johnson at the con
clusion of the service and remarked that
he saw that he was a member of Psi
Upsilon and stated that his twin brother
( James Leighton, Beta '81 ) was a member
of the same society at Yale and that it was
a source of regret to him that their tastes
had separated them so widely. He asked
Professor Johnson whether there was any
chance of obtaining a chapter at Lehigh
and received the answer that there was
about as much chance of being struck by

that this

of the

high,
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chapters

a

was

not

were

and its merits

true,

number
with Le
better known
as

acquainted
were

a

ANNALS

than most people
supposed. He expressed
liis behef that a petition would obtain
quite a number of backers and that there
certainly was no harm in trying.
The words of Brother Freeman had not
fallen unheeded and, a few weeks later
'on
a
Friday evening near the end of
March, Professor Johnson and Brother
Leighton were walking from Packer Hall
toward Bethlehem when the subject of
conversation turned upon secret societies.
The Professor asked what fratemities were
represented at Lehigh and the percentage
and character of their men. On finding
that the percentage was small and that the
better class of students were non-fraternity
men, he requested Leighton to make up
a list of names of those whom he
thought
suitable for a chapter of Psi U and hand
it to him. Such a list, naming twelve men,
nine of whom are now members of Psi
The next task
Upsilon, was compiled.
was to obtain the consent of the men.
.

.

.

started to work; in order
F. Duck '83, Hedley V.

Leighton
George

Cooke '83,

Leithead '83,

W.

John

Robert G. Cooke

'84, and WiUiam R.
Pinckney '84, gave their consent. No
further additions were then made.
Professor

that

Johnson suggested

this nucleus of six consult William
D.

Hohnes, Chi '81, of Easton, Pa.,

who

was

better

acquainted
obtain

with the
charter.

steps necessary

to

At

the residence of the

a

meeting

at

brothers,

Cooke

77 Market

Holmes, telling of
servatism, did

couragement.
ever,

that

a

a

Psi

not

He

Street,

Upsilon's

give

suggested,

petition

Leighton's
forty-eighth

Convention
Annual
the
with
held
which
Omega,
the six
It
was
19.
18,
by
signed
May
students whose names have been
mentioned. The Beta delegation,
which was to have presented the pe
was

tition, could

following

by

May.
Soon

Leighton went to Easton
Joseph K. Chickering,
Gamma '69, who promised his sup
port. James Leighton, Beta '81, se
cured the pledge of the Beta and did
much to inform other Chapters of
case.

1881, the

resolution

was

passed:

Resolved that a committee of five be ap
the President of the Convention
to investigate the advisability of estabhsh
ing a Chapter of the Fratemity at Lehigh

University.
The first hurdle had been

tem-

passed,

by decided vote.
After the Convention, the six pe
titioners met, again at 77 Market
Street, and effected a permanent or
ganization with George F. Duck '83,
and

a

President, and George Leighton

as

Secretary, and drew up a
stitution. Meetings were held,

'83,

as

con

and

names

elections were
conclusion of the
summer term, Leithead and Pinck
ney withdrew from the University,
and the matter came to a pracHcal
end as far as keeping up the organ

proposed, but no
At

the

ization.

and there met

Friday, Aprk 15,

obtain leave of ab

pointed by

made.

members knovsm in the Fratemity be
placed before the Convention in

the merits of the

not

attend the Convention. In
stead Professor Johnson despatched
it to Herbert L. Bridgman, Gamma
'66. By a vote of sixteen to two the
to

sence

were

en

how

backed

of the Chapter
porary organization
was effected at 77 Market Street,
Leighton being chosen chairman. A
petition, soon thereafter drafted in
room, was sent to the

from time to time additional

con

much
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Wilham D. Hohnes, Chi '81, in
meanwhile, came to Bethlehem

the
to

reside. There he

mid October
H.

by

was

joined

in

Professor Edward

Wilhams, Beta '72, who

was

to

become the founder of Tau Beta Pi,
the national honorary scholastic fra-
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Eta

Chapter House, Lehigh University. Built in 1909
Avenue, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

920 Brodhead

Eta

Chapter

of 1885

.^

^^mmi
p

tftf � wmiy tfjngi

'*�-�- ni

-'�ta

(S^

Installation

Group

of the Eta. In front of

<*^

Chapter

House

THE

high

for

engineers. After
favorably impressed

ternity
was

as a

place

for

a

In the meantime

a

C

H

time he

with Le

Chapter.

committee had
the
President of
appointed by
the Executive Council to
investigate
Lehigh. This committee consisted of
a

been

the Rev.

Hugh

B.

MacCauley,

Gamma

'63^

Albert P.

At

length

committee

the
was

D.

Jacobs,

Phi

Holmes, Chi '81.

news

came

that the

to meet at

Bethle

hem

Febmary 20, 1882. A circular
dated December 1, 1881, was sent to
the members of the Fraternity
hving
Pennsylvania asking for
an
opinion on the Lehigh petition.
Brothers Johnson and Wilhams
actively supported the petitioners
in and

near

before the committee which

Hugh

B.

MacCauley brought up the ques
tion of a house. Professor Edward
H. Wilhams had obtained the re
fusal of certain property. A favor
able report, drawn up by MacCau

ley, was signed by all but Albert
Jacobs. This report, the letter of

Wkhams to friends ki Psi U and the
minority report were printed in the
1882 Convention Records.
At the Convention of 1882, held
with the Pi, the petitioners and their

and Holmes. The committee
made its report. As the Convention
got under way, the Upsilon and the
Pi were die
only Chapters that gave

any actual

opposition.

The matter

referred to the committee
unfinished business consisting

S

R

'82, and Nicholas
Beta '82.

'82, Henry

F.

Mclvor, Beta

W.

The committee

reported
May 11, urging the adoption of the
foUowing general resolution:
That the

Fratemity

petition for a Chapter of this
Lehigh University be granted

at

and referred
consideration.

the

to

Chapters

for

their

Sixteen Chapters voted favorably on
the resolution; the Iota and Phi did

vote; the Pi was unfavorable.
Brother Holmes at once tele
graphed the result to Professor Wil
not

hams, who then began to make ar
rangements for purchasing the house.
The option had from time to time
been renewed at
this tkne with

a

an

increased

forfeit in

case

price,
it

was

exercised

by June.
Chapters voted
the
but
"aye",
Upsilon and the Pi
new
the
Chapter. Professor
opposed
Johnson made a pilgrimage to Roch
ester and Syracuse. Professor Wil
liams, mistaking entirely the status
of the Pi, purchased the Chapter
not

property. Wilham

on

of
251

H.

Miller,

of Ithaca, the architect of the Fiske
Mansion, came to Bethlehem to make
a

plan

now

of the

House

Chapter

as

it

stands.

the news that the Pi's
"nay." Professor Wilhams
visited Syracuse and persuaded a
committee of four of the Pi to visit
Then

vote

came

was

Lehigh.

represented by John

son

was

E

DePuy, Theta '83, Gerard Romaine,
Lambda '82, George P. Loomis, Pi

House

P.

were

T

Soon most of the

exam

ined with great thoroughness the
University and the class of students.
At its final meeting the Rev.

associates

P

Charles P. Bacon, Chi

Delta

'77, a member of the Executive
Council, the Rev. John C. Middleton, Beta '59, Robert I. Jones,
'73, and Wilham

A

port,

spite of
opposition

In

the

continued. Thus

a

favorable

re

in the

began

a

Chapter
period of

ttying delay.
In

the

strength had
society at Lehigh.

meantime

the

been added
It now consisted of seven members
of the class of 1882, four from 1883,
to

UPSILON

PSI

OF

ANNALS

three from 1884, and one from 1885.
The hope for a charter in 1882 was

It then seemed that the next Con

vention, the Semi-Centennial, would

gone. Prominent national fraternities
tried to induce the Lehigh group to

find the Eta in the fold of Psi Upsi
lon. Committees of the Delta and

affiliate with them. But Ward Mc
Lean, Theta '43, President of the

the Phi,

the

Council, urged

petitioners

"hold the fort." Herbert L.

Bridg

man, Gamma

'66, continued his

couragement.

These

be

purchased,

pillars

that the

Fraternity urged

that

local

a

tion be founded to hold the
ers

together,
sooner

was

of the

property

or

certain to carty
later into Psi Upsi
more

Just

the

war.

estabhsh

It

was

a

local

finally de
fratemity.

before Commencement in 1882,

the members of the classes of 1883
and 1884 assembled at the Chapter

House, and in Brother Holmes' front
room, were organized as the Eta
of Phi Theta Psi, reviving
memories of an extinct sophomore

Chapter

founded

Yale in 1864,

by
Upsilon.
pledged
Then began a period of intense
excitement. From the Kappa to the
Omega the Lehigh cause was dis
cussed. Professor Johnson finally con
vinced Boyd McDowell, Pi '81, who
was to
play a great part in the ulti
society

as

to

the Committee

at

to Psi

men

on

Business, under the chairman

ship

of Francis S.

Only

Bangs, Lambda
Upskon and the Pi

the

the resolution that:

against

The

petition

for the establishment of a
be and

Chapter at Lehigh University
hereby is granted.

On the floor of the Convention

The letters from McLean, Bridg
and others steeled the group to
to

sent

adamant

man

on

favorably impressed.
and Johnson
delegates. The petition

Wilhams

referred

voted

ever.

carry
cided

route to

New

'78.

organiza
petition

en

were

Professors
were

en

was

lon. This made the Pi
than

Albany,

the Eta

and then to await the

reflex action that
them

to

visiting

men

in the annals of Psi

long prominent
Upsilon gave ardent support to the
Lehigh cause. The Convention closed
with

opposition

ranks of the

still

strong

in the

and the Pi.

Upsilon
glad news came
had changed its vote� it

In the fall the

that the Pi
now

favored

the

petitioners.

In

Januaty, 1884, the Upsilon finally
gave in. A telegram from Brother
Bangs announced that the Eta Chap
ter was a
thing of the present. Her
bert L. Bridgman, who had been
ardent in his support of the Lehigh

group, advised moderate
that the charter could be

Febmary 22, 1884,

was

delay so
engrossed.

chosen

as

the

date to be forever memorable in the

history of the new Chapter, for which

decision of the Pi, that Bethle
hem was fertile soil for Psi Upsilon.

the Greek letter "Eta"

Jacobs, Phi '73, the author
of the minority report on the peti

installation, by Herbert L.
Bridgman, Gamma '68, assisted by
Albert P. Jacobs, Phi '73, and Fran
cis S, Bangs, Lambda '78, amid a no
table assembly of guests, took place

mate

Albert P.

tion,

wrote

that this

report had been

"submitted with the diffidence that

springs

from

imperfect knowledge,"

and stated that he

granting

of

a

now

favored the

as

the

was

retained

symbol.

The

in

charter.

the

afternoon of

1884. The
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following

Februaty 22,
are

listed

as

-^

-�m

..^

���

-^^

-

^**r
,

j^~
,y-:':-^

Eta

��I

Group

of 1890

O,

|m�I

^

^W

Eta

4'^'%,

Chapter of

1925

-^4

-i/

��

>*

'

J

4

tf

mm^
$k

'

w

Tf 1

�

Eta

Chapter

'^V-'";*^

of 1937

'^%y

i^i

Eta

Chapter
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charter members of the Eta� Charles

die mother. This afternoon you
installed into the mystic brotherhood.
Tonight we meet not only to celebrate that
event, but to present heartiest congratula
tions. You fully appreciate the honor which
has been conferred upon you. It is not
presumptuous to say that Psi Upsilon
stands among the coUege fraternities sec
ond to none. In literatme, in the arts and
sciences, at the pulpit, at the bar and in
official life honored members stand fore
most. To the older members of the fra
temity present we would say the honor
they have conferred today has been a
deserved one�for the Lehigh University
wiU soon stand foremost among the other
colleges, in reputation as it is now in fact.
That you will fulfill your duties we know
and all feel. You today stand as a fuU
grown child, although yet in the infancy
of your installation.
tion

Comstock

Hopkins '82, Walter
Briggs, Henty Vicars Cooke, George
Francis

Duck, Akred Edmond

staU, George Leighton, Garrett

For
Lin-

derman Hoppes, Preston Albert Lam
bert, and Henty AUebach Porterfield,
of the class of 1883; Robert Crier
Cooke, Harry Hurd Hklegas, Wk
ham Richmond Pinckney, Lewis

Buckley

Semple, August Parker
Smith, and James Angus Watson, of
the class of 1884; Theodore Weld
Bkney, Joseph Davis Brodhead,

John Wesley Peale,

Clarence Mon-

Tolman, and William James
Brown Walker, of the class of 1885;
Charles Ellsworth Clapp, Harry Or
lando KoUer, Paul Douglass Millholland, Augustus Stoughton Ross, Wil
cure

The invocation was asked by the
Rev. Dr. Maunsel Van Rensselaer,
Theta '38, the former President of
Hobart College. The orator of the

ham Patterson

Taylor, Thomas John
Wilhams, Hugh Washington Wilison,
and Thomas John Williams, of the
class of 1886; George Hamilton
Ayres, Herman Hoffman Bimey,
Lewis

Loeser

evening. Judge

done

Pinckney,

two

of the

the opera house in Bethlehem.
The Hon. Francis P. Dewees, Theta

'53, whose son had just become a
member of our Order, presided. In
his introductory remarks he said:
new

cause

these lines:
Brothers, when

child has been bom-

young Eta� the youngest of nineteen, and
hke many a younger child nearer by posi

our

brief life is done.

have planted not in vain,
The seeds whose fruit shall e'er remain
To bless our loved Psi Upsilon.

May

the valedictorians of the

in

a

champion the

original

classes of 1882, 1883, and 1884, and
the salutatorian of 1883.
Pubhc hteraty exercises were held

Today,

much to

ward H. Williams, Jr., Beta '72, one
of the founders of the new Chapter,
then read a poem, which ended with

and Brodhead were or
had been members of Phi Theta Psi.
Among the new members of Psi Up
were

so

of the Eta, gave an
long be remembered. Professor Ed

petitioners,

silon

Tourgee,

a

address that will

Eugene
Diven, John Hammond Fertig, Ralph
WiUiam Lee, Ehner Elhs Snyder,
and

Albion W.

soldier, lawyer, judge,
and distinguished author, who had

Upsilon '62,

Dewees,

and Wilham Herman Wilhelm, of
die class of 1887. All but Leighton

to

were

we

The Chairman then introduced Al
bert P. Jacobs, Phi '73, who con

cluded with these words:
The first half centmy was fruitful in
we could well rejoice: the
second opens most auspiciously. A few
hours ago the six-thousandth member was
admitted, and the nineteenth chapter, the
eighth in forty years, was added to the
roll. From you brothers of the Eta our
society expects much. See to it now in the
dawn of your histoty that we be not dis
Remember that Psi U was not
events which

appointed.
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organized

and has

been conducted

not
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from the

as

literaty coterie, or as a social club, but
as a
fratemity. Be assmed that in evety
coUege it was founded by scholars and
a

ated

University,

which is situ

South Mountain in extreme

on

South Bethlehem, and on the oppo
site side of the Lehigh River. The
new
Chapter continued to use the

thinkers, and that

in all times and aU
the best results have been accomfor it by men who combined the
est gifts of head and heart. Psi
Upsilon
can ask no more of
you than that you do
as well as
your brothers have done. Better
their deeds if you can. So, in the words of
the old bard, "your gloty shall be known
wherever shines the day."

places

Elished

house until the autumn of 1909.
In the years from 1905 to 1909 the

same

desirabihty

of

a

newer

house became

apparent.

cided that the

new

as

near

Finally

as
a

possible

piece

and better
It

de

was

home should be
to

of land

the campus.

bordering

on

the Western end of the campus
purchased� 920 Brodhead Avenue,

was

the home of the Eta. The historians

of the Eta write:

Eta House

of

The house is of the Colonial style ar
chitecturally, and red brick was used as
the building material. The sub-groimd level
consisted of the Chapter Room, the dining
room, the kitchen, and the furnace and
trunk rooms. The ground floor provided
a
very roomy living room on one side of
the entrance, a large hall, and a reading
room or
hbrary on the opposite side of
the entrance. The furniture for the most
part was of heavy brovvm leather construc
tion, giving the parlor the atmosphere of

1884

Almost two hundred persons then
given by the

attended the dinner
Eta. Our beloved
L.

President, Herbert

Bridgman, presided.
Thus

our

born

was

second

Chapter

of

beginning of
hak-century the Eta
Psi Upsilon, a Chapter
at

the

which has

given

eighty-five

members to

nity,

four hundred and
our

Frater

of whom three hundred and

twelve

are

still

hving.

At the Eta

have been held three Conventions of

the

Fraternity

in

the years

1886,

1905, and 1929.
Two years before the
the Eta Chapter of Psi

local

predecessor,

secured

a

founding of
Upsilon, its

Phi Theta Psi, had
house at 82

suitable

Market Street, in Bethlehem proper
the Moravian Seminary. 'The
Chapter house was about half a mile

near

a

very mascuhne game room,

lodge. The second and third
entirely composed of studies,

or

hunting

floors were
bed rooms,
and bath rooms. The maximum capacity of
the house is about 26 or 27 men.
The only feature of the house which
did not meet with the approval of the
brothers was the vety smaU dining room.
This room was used for a period of twentytwo years. In 1931 an addition was built
on to the rear of the house which
provided
a
large dining room, a kitchen, and the
servants' quarters. This change has been
the only alteration in the original design
and construction.
In the last two or three years there have
been many changes in the interior decorat
ing of the dovioistairs. The entire living
room was refurnished in 1935-1936, and
the reading room was changed to a card
room and decorated with modem furni
ture in the faU of 1936. The old
dining
room
was
cleaned and painted after a
period in which it had been completely
neglected and used only occasionaUy as a
ping pong room. This was done in 1936,
and the room has since been caUed the
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It has been decorated with
of
the
pictures
chapter houses of the other
chapters of Psi U and the pictures of the
former delegations of the Eta. The house in
its

room.

present

state

is

auspicious
passed

that have

E

R

S

organizer and financier of
note, had a brilliant record in the
World War. Alfred E. ForstaU '83, a
charter member, elected to Tau Beta

entirely satisfactory,
always been a

Pi and

Sigma Xi,

for

Chapter

The years
have seen the Eta
career.

more

tiian
of

mainstay

fifty

the

through stormy

Treasurer of The

member

Society

standing at Lehigh, each
doing his best, until today
Psi Upsilon stands high, proud of its
accomphshments in all fields of nor
mal coUegiate competition.

one

Lehigh

Hoehhng '89,

founded in

Hopkins
at

kistigation

of Charles C.

semi-weekly newspaper
pubhshed at Lehigh, was founded
by WiUiam C. Anderson '94, and has
since largely been in the hands of
Psi Upsilon.
a

The honor societies,
nature and

so

organization,

a

Justice

of the Su-

famous

family

of Psi U's. William

Butterworth '89, banker, served as
President of the Chamber of Com
merce

varied in
have

was

Wilham A. Cornehus '89, Executive
Secretary of the Lehigh University
Alumni Association, are members of

'82. The Brown and White,

present

a

preme Court of the District of Columbia. Justice C. Cornehus '88, and

1882, mainly under the supervision
and at the

time

was

journalist and pubhsher,
President of the Fifth

Avenue Association and of the Lehigh Alumni Association. Adolph A.

leadkig part in the publication and
hteraty work of the University.
was

guiding it
Secretary and
Goodale Literary
Eta,

'84, another charter member,

odier

Burr

years been the

since 1893. Robert G. Cooke

wek known

From the start the members took

The

Institute, has

seas.

enhance ks

a

time President

one

of the American Gas

The founders started the
an

T

dustrial

and its fine location has
boon to the Eta Chapter.

on

P

A.

of the United States. Edwin

Quier '91, publisher

and

banker,

has been active in the affairs of Ahna
Mater. Albert B. Jessup '95, was an

con

stantly numbered among their ranks
members of the Eta. To the Chapter
have gone many scholastic honors�

eminent

mining engineer,

a

leader in

three year period the Eta had
three class salutatorians and two val

industry. Arthur R.
Womrath '96, in association with Ben
jamin De Witt Riegel '98, headed

edictorians; many important posi-

the

in

the anthracite

one

tions in

in

"Mustard

major part
Cheese," the dramatic club;

and

in ath-

letics. In fact almost evety member
of the Eta has, in fulfillment of his
pledge, "done his best to uphold the
honor of Psi Upsilon Fratemity and
the Eta."

Space prevents
more

than

a

the mention of

few of the

Chapter's
Henry M. Byl-

distinguished sons.
lesby '78, an engineer,

inventor, in-

that

secured

the

money required to enlarge the Chaphouse in 1931. George F. Y..

coUege hfe. They have played

a

movement

ter

Womrath '96, along with other Psi,
U alumni in the Twin Cities, helped'
to put the Mu on a sound financial
basis.

D.

Riegel '98, for
securing;
alumni the money required
and enlarge the Chapter

Benjamin

many years very active in
from Eta
to

build

house, has been head of

companies prominent
and textile industries.
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various

in the
paper

Major

General

E.

Harry
is

one

soldiers.

U.S.A. Retired,

Knight '99,

of the

Eta's

George

L. Robinson

distinguished
'98, for

many years acted as alumnus ad
visor to the undergraduates, helping
them to

thek finances in

keep

good

condition and in other ways. Theo
dore C. Visscher '99, the architect of
all of

Lehigh University, designed
recent buildings and the Eta
Chapter house.
George C. Leidy '00, for many
years was of great help to the Chap
ter in its "rushing." CadwaUader
its

Evans, Jr., '01,

member of the Ex

a

ecutive Council

Chapter House costing about $30,000, a large sum of money in 1883.
The house had stiU to be paid for,
a

interest

as

as

principal.

For five

appeal

led to the

incorporation

in Decem

ber, 1890, under the laws of Pennsyl
vania, of The Goodale Literaty As
sociation as a corporation without
stock to furnish a raUying
the alumni in their effort to
for
point
aid the undergraduates. From the

capital

splendid

Manager of the
Hudson Coal Company, a former
trustee of Lehigh, President since
1931 of The Goodale Literary So
ciety, has long been active in Chap

well

years the undergraduates struggled
with the burden, but had finally to
to the alumni for aid. This

History of

Vice-Presi

1937-39,
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the Eta

we

leam of the

work of the Association:

dent and General

ter

affairs.

known

John

T. Fuller

'03,

a

weU

mining engineer, was a spe
mining of bauxite. Rob

cialist in the
ert P.

Hutchinson '04,

distinguished

in the

Episcopal Church; John D.
Berg '05, Chairman of the Board of
the Dravo

Corporation,

builders of

many of the Ohio River dams and
locks and of the tunnel under the
Hudson River for the Catskkl

duct; George

F. Mumane

in the Red Cross

during

'10,

active

the World

War, efficient handler of the
tion of the

Aque

hquida-

Kreuger Companies

in

country; Alexander McC. Patch
'12, officer of the Army; Mercer B.
Tate '20, a distinguished member
this

of the

Philadelphia

prominent

Bar� are others

in the annals of the Eta.

The story of the Eta is not com
plete without a brief history of The

Goodale

Literary

inducement

Association. As

to Psi

Upsilon

to

an

grant

charter to Phi Theta Psi, the spon
sors of that local
fraternity provided
a

Under an arrangement with the holder
a second
mortgage the Association took
over
the management of the property,
which was deeded, in trust, to three mem
bers of the Association. The expenses of
of

operation including

interest

taxes, water, rent, insurance
repairs were to be met

on

mortgages,

premiums and

by

the

rent,

$1,400.00 per year, charged the Chapter
for occupancy of the house, while pay
ments on account of principal were to be
made

through

money obtained

by

dona

tions and loans from alumni.

The original by-laws
provided for active and

of the Association
associate

members,

the former to consist of such non-active or
graduate members of the Eta Chapter as
had each contributed not less than $10.00
to the reduction or extinction of the debt
upon the Chapter House, and the latter of
the undergraduate members of the Chap
ter. Subsequently the active members were
divided into two classes. Life Members
who had each contributed not less than
$50.00 to the reduction or extinction of
the debt and Associate Members who had
each purchased one or more Trustees' Cer
tificates upon which interest was paid. At
the same time the undergraduate member
ship was changed from Associate to Hon
oraty. The next, and latest, amendment
changed the qualification for associate
membership to the payment of annual dues
of not less than $2.00. The other classes of
membership were left unchanged. This
amendment removed the purchasers of
Trustees' Certificates from the status of
Association members, leaving them as cred
itors pure and
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Through donations and loans from its
members and its bank the Association had
raised, by Februaty, 1896, the money re
quired to pay off the second mortgage of
$8,000.00 and acquire tide to the Chapter
House property subject to the first mort
gage of $10,000.00.
During the next decade the Association
devoted its energies to securing Life Mem
bership contributions with which to repay
some of the loans made
by associate mem
bers and to reduce the principal of the
first mortgage.
The sale of the original property netted
less than $500.00 above the first mortgage,
which then stood at $7,500.00, and the
Association had to raise practically the
whole cost, $25,750.00, of land and build
ing. This was done by means of Life
Membership contributions, sale of Trus
tees' Certificates and a mortgage of
$10,000.00. The holder of this mortgage
was later
paid off with money obtained
through the sale to alumni of additional
Tmstees' Certificates, these certificates be
ing secured by the assignment of the mort
gage to the Trustees.
With the completion of the financing of
this second Chapter House the Association
entered upon another period of improving
its condition by obtaining more Life Mem
bership payments with which to reduce
the amount of Trustees' Certificates out
standing. But in 1930 the need became
urgent for an enlargement of the House to
provide adequate kitchen and dining-room
space and Servant quarters. This made it
necessaty for the Association to again
canvass the alumni for funds. As before,
the total amount required, practicaUy
$22,000.00, was obtained tiirough Life
Membership payments, sale of Trustees'
Certificates and a loan from the bank. This

being paid off through Life Mem
berships and payments from the Chapter,
in
addition to the regular rent now
$1,600.00 per year, of ten cents per day

loan is

the House. The money
for payment of inter
est on and/or amortization of the debt
incurred for the addition to the House.
After the bank loan has been met payment
of Trustees' Certificates will begin.
Up to March 1, 1937 die Eta Alumni
have paid, for the benefit of the Chapter,
through the Goodale Literary Association
a total of $56,368.02, of which $47,922.91
was
specified to be used only for land and
buildings and $8,445.11 was given for fur
nishings and Special maintenance that
could not be met out of the rent paid by
the Chapter. The Association has thus
amply justified its formation.
per
so

men

paid

eating

is used

in

only

The Eta, born as our Fraternity
had just completed its first hak-cen
tury, is now older than Psi Upsilon

that memorable Washing
Bkdiday in 1884. The then
youngest Chapter in our Society has
was

on

ton's

through its fifty-seven years seen ten
jewels added to the crown of
Psi Upsilon. Now venerable with
more

age, rich in tradition and accomphshment, the future of the Eta is
assured.
While

damp

are

our

brows with the

brine of

Full many a far distant sea.
Our hearts ever warrh to the shrine of
Old Psi U., yes, Psi U., to Thee.
Augustus Parker Smith '84.

The author has relied heavily upon the History of the Eta Chapter of Psi
Upsilon written by Edward H. Williams, Beta '72, Alfred E. Forstall '83,.
W. B. Woodrich'38,H. H. Brown '39, C. F. Carrier '39, and F. R. Norton
'39. Valuable suggestions have been made by Alfred E. Forstall '83, and

CadwaUader Evans, Jr., '01.
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University of Pennsylvania.
JMew quarters were set up in the
of the

May of 1891, Psi Upsilon added
two Chapters to its roster, the Tau
at the University of Pennsylvania,
and the Mu at the University of

built for Wash

ington.
Despite frequent financial difficul

its Alma

and

ties

which beset the

quarrels

new University, the achievements of
professors and students during the

Mater celebrated its Bi-Centennial.

Like aU

originally

mansion

Minnesota. The Tau thus finished its

century just after

5, 1891

MaY

PENNSYLVANIA

In

first hak
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great things, the Univer

httle way. George
Whitefield, the revivahst, had joined
forces with a group of humble citi

first hundred years were outstand
ing. But in the 1860's, with the addi
tion of new schools and courses, the

Philadelphia to secure funds
for a building which was to be a
church on Sunday and a Charity
School on week-days. This structure,

buddings

sity

zens

started in

a

of

thoroughly inad
buildings wrought in
style known as Venetian

became

Four

equate.

the bastard

a

Gothic, but commodious and respec
table, were erected on the triangular

1750

space between Woodland
and Spruce Street, and

great red brick barn at Fourth
Street and Arch, was taken over in

by twenty-four

substantial

ThktyThkty-Sixth Stireets.
Then, though the coUege proper
was still
largely a day or city school,
new Ike
and
a
began to develop;
gay
a
corporate personahty was emerg
ing. It was only a question of tkne

men

Fourth and

of the Province, headed by Benja
min Franklin, for an^ academy of

higher

education. Classes

began

in

175L 1765 saw th6 opening of the
first medical classes and from then
on- the
CoUege of Philadelphia could

properly boast of being

ill fact

a

before dormitories

uni

would be

versity. Under the first official head
or
provost, William Smith, the col
lege developed as a preparation for
after hfe in a pubhc world, free from

versity

Faculty
to

secure

absolute civil and

their

city.

Penn's

In the

for

half

of

a

tropolis

of

eighties, though

country

green

swollen into

a

town

manufacturing

seven

inhabitants, with

had
me

hundred thousand
a

vast

acreage,

something of the old village feeling
and provinciahsm persisted. Within

board

religious

gave the ambitious

centuty and

longed

social units, the fratemities, have
by the character of

the

To the transformed institu

liberty.
tion they

a

the Uni

been affected

the Board of Tmstees and the old
a new

give

University and even its smaUer

The

rehgious bias. Classes were suc
cessful; the only lack was a complete
absence of college life, since there
was no
provision for living quarters.
When classes re-opened in 1779
after the Revolutionary War, the
legislators of Pennsylvania dissolved

needed,

and fratemities
to

the real life it had

during
growth.

all

and established

Avenue

name

streets

thing
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of the ancient

town

of vital interest in the

every

Quaker
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Tau

Chapter House, University of Pennsylvania. Built in
300 South 36th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1899

Nr,^,
�4t'-'^-(?^'

^:

Tau

Chapter

of 1891

Tau

Chapter

of 1912
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be found. The charm
City
lay
the
in
restraint of even the more us
ual houses of the Victorian
period,
of the more pubhc buildings and the
hotels. The era of the automobile
has at last dispersed the old com
was

to

P

T

City;

E

S

and above all

house

ternity
talked
of his

R

hving

in

a

their home.

as

these matters with

over

students, leaders

fra
He

some

in the classes

of 1887 and
verson

munity, leaving only a vsdlderness of
business houses, eating-places and

1888-J. Sketchley El'87, George G. Ross '88, and

Albert D. Whiting '88. These men
enlisted more until in the end a
large and buoyant association was

garages, but the fact remains that

Phkadelphians loved the past. Their
histoty was distinguished, their cul
ture old and settled;
they did not
want to see it
changed. This feeling
value
and
gave
substantiahty to all

gathered together.
of the classes

and successful
Their

Some of the best

recruited,

were

active

men.

called

their life, and at the same time af
fected their pohtics and their Uni

Upsilon
Kappa, letters chosen because they
had belonged to the petitioning
group at Syracuse, Dr. DoUey's Chap

versity.

ter.

Psi

has

of its

Upsilon
empire-builders

The Tau

phia.

reason

was

to

be

book reads

the brain-child of

size,

imdersigned on this sixteenth
of February, 1887, do hereby form
ourselves into the Upsilon Kappa Society
with the following objects in view ( 1 ) of
becoming a chapter of Psi Upsilon (2) of
raising our moral and intellectual stand
ards (3) of promoting the general fel
day

lowship.
In

as

yet there

were

no

dormitories.
The four fratemities aheady on
the campus (Delta Phi estabhshed
in 1849, Zeta Psi, Deka Psi and Phi

Kappa Sigma

in

1850)

were

eighties�Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Gamma
Delta, Alpha Tau Omega, and Phi
Delta Theta�have houses of thek
own.

DoUey naturaUy wanted to
his Fratemity represented in
Pennsylvania, by a group of men de
voted to scholarship, men from outside Phkadelphia as weU as from the

DoUey,

with die

F. Keator, Beta '77, WiUiam
Drayton, Beta Beta '71, and Charles

Barclay,
of

Chi

'76, applied for articles

incorporation.

The

association

could act as a corporate liaison offi
cer between the
petitioners on the
one hand and the Executive Council
of Psi

Upskon

on

the other,

keeping

the idea to the fore, furthering it
from the vantage inside.

Meanwhile the Society waited. It
not until four years after the

Dr.

see

Dr.

John

reaUy

local clubs with rooms downtown,
far from the campus. Nor did the
four fratemities added during the

June, 1889,

aid of Dr. Henry Clark Johnson,
Chi '73, President of the Central
High School of Philadelphia, organized the Psi Upsilon of Philadelphia.

be recruited from all the

countty, and

follows:

as

We the

DoUey, Pi '78, then an
instmctor in the department of Bi
ology at Pennsylvania. It was a time
when fratemities were not only de
sirable but absolutely necessary, for
the student body, which during the
next
thirty years, was to treble in
to

was

The first minute entered in the

proud

in Philadel

Dr. Charles S.

was

society

was

initial
was

of
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that the charter
These years were fuU

suggestion

granted.

activity,

for there

was

the matter

A

of

house,

a

N
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of their

one

primal

pledges. The first quarters taken were
a

of

set

rooms

at 3613 Locust Street.

No. 206 De Kalb

Square

was

UPSILON

PSI

the

first

fraternity house. It was very
small, and perhaps the group was
not there long
enough to give the
house real atmosphere, but it was a
nucleus, a symbol. The second house
occupied a strategic lot at 300 South
Thirty-Sixth Street, where it could

of the grave and the gay.
At length the great moment ar
rived. One Chapter had been hold

ing out consistently against Upsilon
Kappa. In the spring of 1891 the

House was notified by telegram that
the "Zeta votes yes." In Aprk, Rich
ard S. Stoyle, as President of Upskon
Kappa, officially notified the Execu
tive Counck that the petition for a

charter

granted by

the General Con

vention in 1890 had been confirmed

by the Chapters, and the Society pre
pared for the instaUation ceremonies.
On May 5, 1891, Herbert L. Bridg
'66, President of the
Executive Council, installed the Tau
man,

Gamma

Chapter
men as

*^�tH,-.�SN?>^l,

^.*--

Tau House

of

-^�

-

of the class of

1891

look down hteraUy on the campus.
Twelve thousand dollars were paid
for the property; four thousand were
spent in repairs, four thousand more
furniture and

ready for
sensibly planned,

house
was

equipment,

was

hall and

ception
room.

room,
center

stairway,

room,

The

on

the

fireplace

and the

occupancy. It
with a central
the left

on

right

a

in the

with its coal grate,
of the house Ike.

a

re

smoking
smokingwas

the

Upstairs

bedrooms (there was no din
ing-room in the house). Under the
watchful eye of Dr. DoUey, meetings
were

kept on
journals were
were

Psi U songs

songs
ard of

a

high plane.

collected and read;
sung, and new

composed.
scholarship was

and hterature

was

fore. Musicales

A

place,

a

high

stand

insisted upon,
very much to the

were

organized by

Mrs. Sinclair. All in all it
active

Psi U

were

were

happy

was a

Joseph S. Elverson,
1887; George B. Har

John D. E.
Albert D. Whiting, of
the class of 1888; Henry S. Kiersted
'89, J. Warren Coulston, Jr., Chester
N. Farr, Jr., Joseph C. Ferguson, Jr.,
George
Spaeth, and

ris,

on

following

charter members�Charles T.

P. Brunner and

_�r:^>l^

..

and initiated the

very
combination

G.

Ross,

Kushida, and Richard S.
Stoyle, of 1890; Ralph H. Light,
Walter Rowland, and John H. Teny,
of the class of 1891; John P. Moore,
Robert L. Pkfield, WiUiam R.
Thomas, Jr., and Gerrit E. H.
Weaver, of 1892; Clinton G. Harris,
Manzo

Thomas M.

Lightfoot, George

M.

Hughes, Horace H. Patterson, H.
Douglas Spaeth, and J. Henry Wood,
of 1893; and George S. Barrows,
Masao Matsugata, Emest M. Pad
dock, Robert S. Sinclair, and Hemy
W.

Thomton, of

1894.

Thomas H. P. Saker '88, John R.
Savage, Jr., '88, Wilham S. MarshaU

'89, Thomas

John

H.

T. Scott

bers of

Dougherty '91,

'93, all charter

and

mem

Upsilon Kappa, were later
initiated, making a totial of thirty-six.
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These

men

did weU

in the world. Rosa and

eminent
now

H

E

H

C

A

by themselves
Whiting were
the

at

invented a new processing of iron
caUed after him Elverke. Spaeth for
many years

Montgomety

was

fessor of

The Hall of the Tau

Professor. Kushida

magnate

was

a

thek

plain

great

years and prepared to build.
blue-gray limestone for the

most ten

The

medicine; Pkfield

practitioners
important work in bacteri
arid
the application of insuhn.
ology
Patterson's engineering work took

building was presented by Dr. Jo
seph Price, Theta '75, from the quar
ries

his farm at Whitford.

on

The

designers
Hewitt, John M.

the

Commonwealth and
and
later
to
Southem,
Spain. Thorn
ton was called
by the government in
to

and chattels out of the
old stucco building, rented a

goods

house on De Kalb Square, razed
what had been thek home for al

has done

him

Upsilon
logical outgrowth.
founding fathers moved

In 1899 the

Japan. Sin
valued general

are

of

ing

were

homes,

Major General in the
was
knighted for war

British

service in the

dignity.
The long frontage

field of

and

Avenue

so

of size and real if rather

sense

Army,

played
great part
founding of the Ep
silon Phi. These are only a, few of

portal

the records.

trance

with

living

room

a

in the

Such

briefly

is the

birth of the Tau

stoty of the

Chapter,

now

fifty

The

U's,

forty-one

four hundred

survive;

in 1901 and 1920

a

was

Chapter

and

with

immense

a

front has another

eastern

big

staircase.
en

porch. The big
emerged as a combina

a

Gothic

of baronial hall and hunting
lodge, with its pillared dais, great

chimney -breast of rough-hewn stone,
multiple-raftered ceihng.
The opening of the haU was un

and

which

host to the An

and

an

Woodland

on

cut in two

was

heavy

tion

years old, a Chapter which has initi
ated six hundred and thirty-one Psi
of whom

'99, be

much in vogue for ambitious
achieves on the outside a

reorganize thek transit
and
later headed the Cana
system,
dian National Railways, became a

then

Hewitt and

O. Hewitt

member of the Chapter. The
selected, the castellated type

a

style

Britain to

transportation,

the

and is ks

Kappa

in his native

clair and Pkfield

occupies

of the home of the

site

Pro

Enghsh Literature at Prince
ton, later President of the University
of Kansas City. MarshaU, Professor of
Biology at Minnesota, is now Emeri
tus

S

R

by Robert S. Sinclak '94, "Psi U
Lineage" by Robert T. McCracken
'04, and "A Song For Old Psi U" by
Robert G. Torrey '06.

German,
Lankenau, Hospital. Elverson
surgeons

I> T E

questionably

the second great event

nual Convention; a Chapter which
has contributed to the Executive
Counck Albert D. Whiting '88,

in the record of the Tau. A house-

1908-15; and Henry N. Woohnan
'96, since 1938; a Chapter that was
to enrich our
Song Book with "Even
Robert
N. WiUson, Jr., '93,
song" by

guests May 14,

"Psi

FeUowship" by John F.
Critchlow '94, "The Brightest Star"
U

was held with
parents and
friends of the Chapter-members as

warming

1900.

Frederic L. Clark '99, has told the
stoty of the financing of the house:
The chief and ever present problem was
the financing. A new mortgage was placed
on the property in the amount of $30,000,
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The history of the Tau may be di
vided into three parts, 1891 to 1909;
1909 to 1923; and from 1923 to die

1919, with a low
The interest on the
debt, the necessity of reducing the notes
and the consciousness that some day
pro
vision must be made for the
of
the mortgage were constant anxieties.
in 20 years,

maturing

interest rate of 4%.

.

.

or

.

present day. The years 1891 to 1909
have been caUed the golden age of
the Chapter. The undergraduate de

principal

Albert D.
urer

Whiting '88, was treas
Upsilon of Philadel

of the Psi

phia and as
sponsibihty.

such had the final

began
est

date,

try

to

others, the
graduate student,

provide

sary funds. Somehow
was met. After

terest

the

medicine.
The first initiates, quite worthy of
their Upsilon Kappa elders, were

neces

other the in

or

taken in

ten

years or so
assumed the

P. Erdman

mortgage

paid in full.
municipahty raised

When the

and

Henry

In 1929 the

was

assessment

dred

amount.

same

P. Erdman and

George

T.

Sharpe '11, were forced to deed the
property over to the University Cor
poration to be used as college dor
mitories, with the title remaining in
the hands of Psi Upsilon, so that
there would be

City

no

taxes.

refused to honor the

But the

plan,

and

November, 1938, the House was
formally deeded over to the Cor
in

poration,
that if it

the

only stipulation being

were

ever

used for other

than

dormitory purposes it would re
vert to the Chapter. Thus the Castle
no
longer belongs to the Chapter,
except in the larger sense, for it re
mains a monument, hallowed
by
years and recollections.

different times,

as

was

Cregar '95,
great cricketer; John H. Minds
'95, captain of the eleven, is a promi
nent attorney; Francis S. Mcllhenny
'95, a lawyer of the tradition that
was a

proverb "Clever as a
Philadelphia lavsyer;" and Owen J.

made the old
Roberts

'95,

a

great scholar,

an

lawyer, for many years
fessor in the Law School,
nent

a

emi

pro

special

counsel for the Government in the

the

the property to a hun
fifty thousand dollars,

on

at

the fashion. Edward M.

'04,
Henty
responsibihty of organizing the fi
nances, undertaking a campaign to
pay off the floating debt in its en
tirety. This was finally accomplished,
due in large part to Henry N. Woolman '96,
matching the total individ
ual subscription with a contribution
of the

were

comfortably smaU, the student
body StiU predominantly Phkadelphian. Most of the members of the
Chapter were headed for law or

weeks in advance of the inter
to

University

still

re

Finance Committee and
a

of the

partments

With members of the

chairman, then

UPSILON
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prosecution

of the oil lease cases,
Justice of the Su

Associate

now

preme Court, perhaps the most dis
tinguished of the hving sons of Ahna
Mater.

smaU

The

1896

delegation

in

cluded

James M. Stifler, who en
ministty in Chicago, where
he served as Secretary of the Board
of Tmstees of the University; and
Henry N. Woolman, a hfe tmstee of
the University, and a member of our
tered the

Council, who then
soul of

place
was

hospitality.

on

a

as

now was

The old

38th Street

rendezvous for

near

the

family
Market

pleasant

par

ties. Like Atlas he has carried the

Tau

on

his shoulders. It

was

erosity that helped to wipe
mortgage in 1929. His home

262

his gen
out the
in Ard-

THE
more

is the

graduate

happy

hfe of the

The class of 1897

by

ten

laer

CHAPTERS

focus of all the

the

was

represented

Cortiandt Van Rensse
a medical
missionary in
killed in the Boxer Re-

China, was
belhon; Dr. Howard Bucknell

prominent physician
seph J. Crawford is

in

is

into its

the

1898

were

Walter L.

and

Westinghouse;
Percy Remington, an engineer
inventor. 1899 added fifteen

Edward A.
Tau's

Mechling,

one

most active sons;

Episcopal Bishop of Eastern
Oregon, as human a minister as the
Church has

Evans,

a

J.

Class Poet, is

and

the Bell

men-

of the

never

WiUiam A.

surgeon

and

trustee

Princeton; and Frederic L. Clark,
lawyer, of whom his class said:

of

the nine

a

Ramsey

college;
laviyer.

long

most

Beta

carried the finan

1903, EUwood E.

in

the most

prominent

William C. Mason
was

in

brilliant

a

one

of the

Register, and Robert T. Mc
Henry P. Erdman practised

Cracken.

During the minor excitement of
Spanish War, Morice joined Bat
tery A of the Pennsylvania Volun
teers; Rogers left with the City
Troop; and Critchlow became a Cap
tain of the Field ArtiUety in the
Philippkies.

law with Chester N. Farr

Meanwhile hfe at the House went
pleasantly and uneventfully. In
June of 1898 when the Old House
was closed,
Henty N. Woolman keep
the summer.

is Assistant Dean

versity. Register

and Librarian of the Law School.

McCracken is now a Trustee of the
University and a Director of the
Pennsylvania Railroad; he was Chair
man

of his Ahna Mater's great Bi-

Centennial.

on

over

'90, and

left his whole fortune to the Uni

the

the furniture

representatives�

successful, including three Phi
Kappas, in Robert Burns, Lay-

ton B.

cial burdens.

ing

men
was

The 1904 class

For years after his graduation he
the perfect mentor of the Chap
who

Telephone Company, but
busy to lend a hand to

University's
Purchasing Agent; Ralph B. Evans,
was the best trial
lawyer in the City;
and Luther A. Gray was for a time a
law partner of Owen J. Roberts. Of

was

one

strength, a
Kappa, and

Vice-President of

now

1902 had twelve

None knew thee but to love thee.
None named thee but to praise.

ter,

too

Frank

Boulton Earnshaw is the

Minneapolis;
Hodge, Jr., a distin

guished

pillar

men.

of

Chapter interests.

wek known doctor in
B.

always

a

member of Phi Beta

Morice, always a beloved member;
Whetsone, a remarkably suc
cessful promoter; Archa N. Wilcox,

Edward

known.

ever

1901 gave the Tau five

Walter
a

the

was

estant

of

ConweU,

manager of

Remington

great ath
lete. Senior President, Editor of the
Pennsylvanian, he is now the Prot

Atlanta; Jo

members

P.

leader of the 1900 class. A

a

General Man

seven

into

home.

new

William

ager of the Norfolk and Westem
Raihoad; and Edward A. Stroud be
came a famous horticulturist.

Among

went

On

men�

Hodge,

Chapter

temporary
quarters.
Friday, June 9, 1899,
exercises
were held, and
dedicatory
on
June 19, 1899, the Chapter moved

Chapter.

is

now a

John

central

H.

Musser, Jr., '05,

figure

in the Med

ical School at Tulane. WiUiam P.

Harbeson '06, is
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a

distinguished

pro-
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fessor of

English at the University of
Pennsylvania; George K. Heibert '08,
a well knovsm
patent lawyer; Vincent
M. Stevenson

'08,
quarter back.

was an

UPSILON

PSI

All Amer

WiUiam Harmar who

Chairman

was

of the first committee to

investigate

two weeks

were
rushing. Eventually
set aside just after Thanksgiving for

entertainment under

certain

delegation
the Campus; the
men had
personality, ability, drive
and success; three were Varsity man

formahties in

were

agers, six members of senior soci
eties. Everett H. Brovvoi, Jr., Ed

Beta

mund H.

Rogers, and Charles H.
Scott, Jr., are prominent lavtyers;
Henry P. Brown, Jr., is a professor in
the Medical School; Henry B. Reg

teacher beloved

by

book

on

ister has immortalized himself in

tongues, and hved

ican

With the 1909
the leader

was

the Tau

one

of the best

buildings on the campus.
period in the Tau,
1909 to 1923, saw the
enlargement
of the University, the multiphcation
of fraternities and the swelling of
their chapter rolls. Many students
The second

now

had business

The

dormitories

cosmopohtan;
took

on

a

the

City

and

In the

suddenly

even

in the

one

became

the fraternities

complexion.

new

types gathered

in mind.

careers

"Tau,

one

figures

came

G. Child, Beta
'86, Professor of Enghsh Lan
guage and Literature, a' scholarHouse� Clarence

everyone; and
Wilham Churchill, Beta '82, who
took up his residence in Phkadelphia
to wTrite

a

the

Polynesian

in the Castle for

years. He had been a ConsulGeneral in Samoa, and during the
two

in the

Intelligence Service.
The 1920 delegation was consid
ered the cream of the Campus. But
the shadow of the War hung over it.
From May, 1918, to Januaty, 1919,
War

was

the House, like all the others in Col
lege, was shut down. The Castle was

taken

from

Some of the older

by the Navy Department.

Over

eration

Thomas

adopted.

picturesque

the Ike of the

into

Two

from outside.

1910 class

pledging

About this time two

on

mles;

in

were

of this gen

men

active

fighting

M. Austen

in

Knox

'15,

Crooks, Jr., prominent in the lumber
business; William C. WetheriU, As

Europe: James
B. Bkney '13, Albert L. Freeman '15,
Thomas Massey, Jr., '19, and Nor

sistant Dean of Student Affairs. Wil

man

liam

J.
Hough '11, has become
a
leading architect; Frederick W.
Brekinger '12, an attorney of note;
Ralph S. Bromer '12, an X-ray spe
ciahst; James R. Edmunds, Jr., '12, a

were

successful architect.

old

H.

1913 had

ing

were

Knox B.

big delegation, includ
Birney, who fought gal

honor,

and

that

were

lege

was

was

won

killed

Day;

Lemuel B. Schofield who be

came

Judge

was

spkit

the Col

the S.A.T.C,
shambles, and

elapse

before the

returned.

delegation

was a

mixed

had been in the armed

some

forces, others had just graduated
from school. 1922
tinct

Advocate in the army.
Safety, and is
more in the
fighting force;

back,

by

in

much time had to

one,

Armistice

came

overrun

The 1921

the medal of
on

left

the Castle

a

in the war,

lantly

Sweetser '15. The younger men
in auxiliary work. When those

setthng

but strong

represented

down. 1923 had

a

Lorimer,

now once

Saturday Evening Post;

associate

editor

of

dis

small

delegation� Graeme

Director of Pubhc
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Ringe, prominent attorney;

Merritt Hulburd

II,

a

and

member of the

editorial staff of The Saturday Evening Post, and later a successful pro-

latest span of years were first of all
the putting of the finances of the
Chapter into the capable hands of

George

ducer in

Hollywood.
During aU these years

T.

Sharpe '11,

that the House is in excellent physi
cal condition. An endowment fund

the internal

and official

has been estabhshed

had been

who

doings of the Chapter
largely hke those of earlier

The

days.

most intimate event

the achievement of

ing

event

a

spectacular

the Convention of 1920.

was

possibly the greatest event of all
not one happening at all, or even

But
is
a

series, but

the

of mind: the way
gathered itself together

a

Chapter

state

of the War, and settled itself surely
in its honorable hfe.

In the last era, that is, since
:two

1923,

trends have been noticeable.

'One is the

tendency

sity Administration
of

of the Univer
to

take control

affairs. The other

undergraduate
gradual passing of so many
^picturesque college celebrations. The
University means four years of train
ing in sensible practical subjects, to
help in obtaining employment. The
Is the

new

become
George
Sharpe needs mention as
one of the
loyalest and most hard

and houses

schools

are

emi

but

and

they
practical,
atmosphere.
gather
Rushing was still a very exciting
affair. The most picturesque event
was
always the Pledge Night when

nently

sane

do not

the various groups marched from
the Quadrangle to their homes.
It is
to mention but a few

possible

these later
years. Ward W. Fenner '25, has be
come an architect of note; WiUiam
of the

sons

of Tau

M. McFadden

during

pediatrician;
James
Bleidung '30, under
the name of "John Beal" has achieved
and

success on

The

'27,

a

A.

stage and

signfficant

screen.

events

over

the

may

working of the Tau's sons.
Secondly there has been a change
in the relationship between the
undergraduate members and the
alumni. The brilliant History of The
Tau records:

after the hiatus and confusion

again

help those
hard pressed.
to

T.

was

definite rush

The most

season.

with the resuk

The

Chapter in
help and

1940 not

only

were

not

advice from their elders.
They asked for it and welcomed it. And
now Brother Harmar is a famihar,
happy
figure in the House, helping and guiding
with the rushing. It is the development we
have needed most; and we can face the
future, rnider these happy circumstances
of cooperation, with real confidence. The
Tau finishes its first half-century at the
same time the
University has finished its
second full century. In each case there can
be the feeling of a work well down, and
better work still to do. Now we can be
sure of real and continuing good feUow
ship through the years, of something strong
and indissoluble. Hilaire Belloc, I am sure,
good fellow as he is, would not mind if
we amended his lines; the feeling is the
same in both cases:
"Psi U made me, Psi U led me.
All that I had she gave me again
And the best of Psi U loved and led me.
God be with you Psi U men!"
averse

to

During
has

had

its hak

century the Tau

twelve

of

elected to Phi Beta

its

members
ten have

Kappa;
captains and thirty-two man
agers of major sports. Fifteen Tau

been

members have been Senior Honor
Men; six presidents of the Senior
Class; nine Editors-in-Chief of the
six of The Red and
of The Punch Bowl; and
four of the Class Record. Three of

Pennsylvanian;
Blue;
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sons

�Henry N. Woolman '96, William
P. Remington '00, and Robert T.
McCracken '04.
The T.T.T.

was

the

Chapter's

and

stage, curtains were devised
could be
temporary platform which
the
to
attached
permanent stage was

own

burlesque. What the Mask and Wig
was
to Pennsylvania at large the
T.T.T.
was

to

was

'93, who fek that the duU

of the year, between exami
nations and Easter, could be be
season

guiled by
F.

a

skit of

Critchlow

some

kind.

the classic title
lighted
Tasty Tragedians.
It began as a sort of hak-impromptu parlor show of black-face
comedians, whose high hght was the
famous "Smoking Song" by Critch

Linn Seder's

ico,

or

was a

song became one of the great fea
tures of T.T.T. Another, just as
popular at first, was the reading of
letters from absent friends, thus em
phasizing the reunion character of

a

by

the first

an

The second show
"The

a

was

form

1899

finished

three

good
by
Morice '99, "Psi U Marching Song"
by William P. Remington '00, and
were

William N.

duU and

dismembered, and

T.T.T.

was

Kappa said they were gathering
together to keep aloft the torch of
leaming and to further good fellow
ship. The more serious aspect of this

the first show in the

songs� "Tau Reunion"

were

lon

the Four

saw

and the T.T.T.'s

Other elements such as the
victrola, the radio, and the movies
were at work.
The original minute of the Upsi

Narrow

New House. There

music with

no more.

Gauged
Engaged" was a
satire on the popular Engagement
Club of Warrie's devising. For the
1896 show Robert N. WiUson, Jr., '93,
wrote his celebrated "Even Song."

product.
Supper of

Welch, text, and

usually hurriedly planned. FinaUy
the curtain was burned, the plat

reception
serving
extemporaneous
stage, the audience using the draw
ing room beyond. Scenery was purely
suggestive.
as

Ken

ing,

floor of the Old House, the
room

Who Put the War in Warrie?"
happy corribination of scenery

last song by Torrey and McGadden "Psi U, Once Again We Raise
Our Voices." "New's Nemo" from
the next year was the last of the old
type. When the College opened after
die War, there was a different feel

the occasion.
was

"Pledge Song."

The last two performances were
the jolliest of aU. "A Mixup in Mex

low, now one of the songs of the
Fraternity. This idea of a special

theatre

in

verse on "Useless Rex
of Ithaca, N. Y." "The Quest of die
Candidate, or The Children of the
Grotto," 1907, was the vehicle for C.

on

orignal

complete script

classic blank

John

of Tau's

The

with

making

taken with the

was

idea and

a

built. The Castle was the hero of the
1900 show, "The House That Tau
Built," one of Mechling's chkdren.
1904 reached a new high in hbretto-

the Tau. The show

the brain-child of Horace H.

Patterson

UPSILON

SI

"Hail to Psi U" by Frank B. Evans,
Jr., '01. The new quarters meant
more ambitious shows. The dais at
the end of the big haU was used as a

of Alma Mater

tmstees

are

1

philosophy expressed itsek in hter
ary meetings, the hghter side in the
T.T.T. shows. Each developed its
ovvTi

rituals.

The

hterary meetings comprised
General Essay, a Literaty Essay,
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Debate,

CHAPTERS

Review of mock serious

a

certainly they
forgotten.
The Psi Upsilon of Phkadelphia
was
inaugurated with a severely
practical end in view, a body of men
who could incorporate. But they
realized there was something more
important than this; they were am
bitious to gather in a loose-knit but
active organization all the men in
Philadelphia who wore our badge.
The two ends have been marked by

meetings, wise-cracks that
bubbles
of conceits and kept
pricked
the members from being too well
satisfied with themselves.
The

quality of these meetings de
pended on the men taking part, and
on the extent of their interest.
They
act

as

a

sort

times, of the
sons

that

in which
per

two different

interested, of the books

were

were

of barometer of the

questions

Essays

were

often

Stroud

perilously extensive,
the entire System of Chivalry
as

The

or

Birds. Great

fig
presented: Franklin as a
public spkited man by Owen Rob
erts; Aaron Burr by Jack Minds.
The Literary Essays depended for
their subjects on the bias of their
authors. Many went in for the
on

Classics. Pkfield had a paper on the
Italian Sonnet Writers, and Mcll
henny presented Walt Whitman.

they

found

out

Ibsen,

Wallace

sant.

contemporary, and
the new great: Hunter on
were

de

MaupasOriginal contributions were few.
on

Guy

wide range,
purely Fraternity interest,
matters of immediate mo

The Debates covered
matters

of

a

a

social

purely

a

collegiate
ment, philosophical questions, topics
from newspapers of the time, and

contemporary history.
In their day the meetings
but

time

were

vastly popular,
they diminished in quantity and
quality. Evidently the members had
lost interest. The change was everywhere, then and now. Perhaps debate and reviewing belong to the
Nineteenth Centuty. Gone tiiey ceras

wore on

original

officers

were

gradu

ates of other Universities, who, as
Dr. DoUey, wanted to see Psi Upsi
lon represented on the Campus.

on

Samuel C. Perkins, Beta '48, was the
first president, William Drayton,
Beta Beta '71, the second, Henry

were

Often

types of meetings:

one.

The General

ures

as

business session, and

read.

Sam Freeman

just

should not be

the

in

are, but

tainly

nature, and the Gad-Fly, a collection
of unsigned leaflets put into a cer
tain box for the purpose and read

M. Warren, Xi '80, the thkd. To
many, Psi U of Philadelphia wkl be

synonymous with Chester N. Farr,
Jr. '90, who started out as a teacher,
and then went into law. He was
soon
picked out as an ideal toastmaster, and became famous in this
role. Bob McCracken took office on
his passing, but because of so many
University labors he was forced to
over this one, and now BiU Har-

give

is the chief

mar

the

tackhng

executive, and is

toughest job

the

Chap

faced with, that of cooperation
between graduate and undergrad
uate bodies in rushing. The results
ter is

are

now

even

apparent.

organization has
had annual banquets, which have
been wisely handled, punctuated by
eminent speakers from aU Chapters,
Since

and
the

John

267
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1896 the

undergraduate speaker

Tau.

Wilham

Kendrick

Howard

Bangs,

from

Taft,

Owen Rob-

ANNALS

erts, and

Bishop Darlington
appeared.
The most
dinners

was

interesting

Come, boys, and fill your briers
Widi "Lone Jack" and "Virgmia;"
Let's draw around the fire.
Where care won't come to hinder.
The smoke vinreaths soft ascending,

all have

of all the

the last one, in which

In loving fragrance blending.
As each man's heart is bending
To old Psi U.

gathered together as guests
several of the original members of
the Chapter, who were presented
with tokens by the active members.

were

It is that

spkit

We're all birds of a feather.
We're always found together.
And naught can come to sever
Our hearts so true;
And after all is over
We'll drink a little clover.
For ev'ry man's a lover
Of old Psi U.
John F. Critchlow '94.

that must be main

tained, and bukt upon. The Tau is
showing great promise of a new era
of greater things. May it be success
ful!
A

UPSILON

PSI

OF

Chapter has been prepared by William P. Har
'06,
Editor, ably assisted by John D. E. Spaeth '88, Henry N. Woolman '96, and
George T. Sharpe '11. The author wishes that this could have
been printed in its entirety; instead he used it as the basis for his treat
fine History of

beson

ment

the Tau

as

the Tau.

of

MUCHAPTER
University
The Tau
stalled

Chapter

May 5,

of

Minnesota

had been in

May 22, 1891
The roots of Psi

1891. Less than three

weeks later our Fratemity added an
other link to its hallowed chain. The
frontier of Psi Upsilon was to extend

Upskon

at

Min

go back to die year 1879,
when two resident graduates and
thkteen students, feeling the need of
nesota

a

society

solid in character

more

farther westward into the great and
rising University of Minnesota, where
on
May 22, 1891, the Mu Chapter

than Chi Psi, associated themselves

bom. But as the Eta, the Chi,
the Pi, the Phi had found, the quest
for Psi Upskon was not easy.

recorded meeting was held on March
7, 1879. The foremost purpose of the

The University of Minnesota had
been founded ki 1868. The first fra

scholarship.

was

temity

to

Chi Psi,
year

place
an

1874.

a

chapter

Eastern

Chi Psi

there

order,
was

was

in the

foUowed

into

a

secret

organization which

later became Theta Phi. The first

organization
were

was

to

promote good

Most of the founders

working their

way

through

col

In the words of the Minnesota

lege.
Gopher:

among others by Phi Delta Theta in
1881, Phi Kappa Psi m 1888, Beta

The object of Theta Phi is to secure for
its members the benefits of mutual aid and
encouragement in social, moral and intel

Theta Pi and Delta Kappa Epskon
in 1889, Phi Gamma Delta and Deka

The

Upskon

m

1890.

lectual ctdture.

"Theta Phi"
in the spring of 1881.
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name

was

adopted
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C

H

The roUs of Theta Phi contained
many men who achieved success in
the fields of their chosen endeavor
-Professors John S. Clark '76, and

John

C. Hutchinson

and Greek

'76, of

respectively

Latin

in the Uni

of

Minnesota; Frederick C.
Bowman '79, a well known doctor in
Duludi; Wkliam W. Keysor '79,
class valedictorian.
Judge of the
District Court in Omaha, Neb., later
versity

Professor

of

St.

University,
Rockwood

Law

'79,

at

Washkigton

Louis; Chelsea G.
Phi Beta

Kappa,

and

in

promkient attorney
Minneap
olis; Andrew Holt '80, class valedic
torian. Justice of the Supreme Court
of Minnesota; Albert W. Rankin '80,
a

also valedictorian of his class and a
professor at his Alma Mater; and

George B. Alton '81, well known in
the field of secondary education. AU
these were charter members of the
group that became Theta Phi.
Additions
added

to

the

class of 1882
to the strength of

immensely
society. Hemy F.

the local

of
'82,
characters.
one

Nachtrieb

the Mu's most beloved
Phi Beta Kappa and

Sigma Xi, professor
of

at the

University

Minnesota,
generous with his
time and efforts in behak of Psi Up
silon. John H. Barr '83, Tau Beta Pi
ever

and Sigma Xi, professor at his Alma
Mater and then at CorneU, did much
to further the
bringing of Psi Upsi
lon to Minnesota. WiUiam E. Fay

'83, became

a

weU known

physician

in Boston. Nathan M. Baker

'84,

a

member of Phi Beta Kappa, was a
doctor of repute in Spokane. Charles

W, Moulton '85, Phi Beta Kappa, be

professor of chemistry at Vas
CoUege; John W. Adams '86, a
professor at the University of Penn
sylvania. Ulysses S. Grant '88, Phi
came

sar

A

P

Beta

Xi,

T

E

S

R

Kappa and member of Sigma
professor at Northwestern;

Arthur T. Mann '88, became one of
Minnesota's leading surgeons. Arthur
E. Giddings '89, was a Judge of the
District Court in Minnesota. Fred

erick M. Mann

Sigma Xi,

a

of architecture

professor

Minnesota, did much

at

Psi U interests.
a

Tau Beta Pi and

'90,

Joseph

member of Phi Beta

further

to

B. Pike

'90,

Kappa,

was

also a professor of Alma Mater.
The class of 1891 was to be the
first to be inkiated into Psi

whke its members
1894

graduates.

Upsilon

stkl under
the last class of

were

was

Theta Phi.
These

were some

of the

struggled

group and then for

charter of Psi

a

its

Upsilon. Throughout
brilhant

who

men

for the existence of thek

career

brief but

Theta Phi had to

fight. At first, the
group was without a chapter house
its only meeting places were in
rooms it
might rent, the first on East
Hennepin Avenue in Minneapolis.
In September,
1884, Theta Phi
moved into its first chapter home, a
keep

up

a

constant

�

rented house

on

the

corner

of 16th

Avenue S. E. and 4th Street S.

which served for
tember, 1885, the
a

E.,

year. In Sep
society moved into
one

rented house at 1305 5th Street

S. E. While

a

lot

the

on

corner

of

18th Avenue S. E. and
Avenue S. E. had been

University
purchased in

the summer, no steps were taken to
bukd. In the autumn of 1888, no

suitable house being avakable, Theta
Phi rented rooms at 1312 7th Street
year the meetings
were held at the homes of various
members. In the fak of 1889, another
S. E.

house

During that

was

secured

617

15th

stayed

there

at

Avenue S. E. Theta Phi

ANNALS
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1881, in pursuance of an
the Theta Phi society
between
agreement
and the resident members of Psi Upsilon,
indorsed was laid
a
petition very strongly
before our Convention by a delegate from
the Phi Chapter. It was denied. In 1882 a
for the ap
request from the same source
of a committee of investigation
In the year

year before moving to its final
chapter house at 211 Beacon Street
a

S. E. in the autumn of 1890. In this

home

Beacon Street

on

held the first

meeting

was

to

be

of the Mu

of Psi

Chapter

Upsilon.
beginning Theta Phi had
been fortunate in having leaders ca
pable of keeping the new society to
gether. A remarkable group of men
served as presidents of this local fra

pointment

likewise denied.
After three years more had passed, the
members of Theta Phi were induced by
the personal solicitation of certam alumnithe v^^:iter� to draw up
among whom was
another petition, which, accompanied by a
the signatures of six
memorial

From its

was

bearing

ternity. The last, Theodore M. Knap
pen '91, was to preside at the first
meeting of the Mu Chapter. The
leaders of Theta Phi had formed

resident Psi U graduates representmg
to
seven different chapters, was presented
the Convention of 1885 at Hartford. Favor
able action was taken by the delegates, but
was not ratified; for, while fourteen chap
ters voted aye, an affirmative two-thirds
vote was not secured in the remaming four.

teen

a

smak group and had kept it in exist
despite tremendous obstacles.

ence

It became

one

This time, however, Theta Phi did
hope, due largely to the con
stant encouragement of Albert P.

of the foremost secret

the Minnesota campus.
The Twin Cities from the early

societies

days
fine

not lose

on

had attracted
men

from

a

Phi '73, and Henry F. Nach
trieb '82. At that time the ever de
voted professor coined the now fa
"Psi U or bust, but
mous

strong group of

Eastern

Jacobs,

colleges,

among them many members of

our

phrase

Fraternity.
How fitting that we should learn
of the Psi Upsilon movement at Min

Psi U."
Then followed another period of
waiting. In the meantime Professor
Nachtrieb went East in the summer
of 1886 in an effort to secure the

mostly

pen of Albert
P. Jacobs '73, who did so much to
plant a Chapter in that great Uni
nesota

from the

versity.

In

written in

gkted

paper on this
1890, he said:
a

UPSILON

good favor of some of our
Chapters. Albert P. Jacobs,

subject

continues the
A decade has passed since the first steps
were taken towards
establishing Psi Upsilon
in the University of Minnesota. Long ago
our almnni foresaw that the remarkable

work of

equaled

Michigan's University would be
surpassed at Minneapohs. They
that Psi Upsilon, there being but

story:

The Theta Phi Society, now contending
against several "chaptered" organizations,
our alumni to hope
was encouraged by

or

believed
one rival in the field, could select from one
himdred students enough men of the right
kind for a chapter; they wished the chap
ter to be formed at once, in order that it
might anticipate rivals and become an in
tegral part of the early life of its college;
and they predicted that such a chapter
would do honor to Psi Upsilon, just as the
chapter estabhshed among fifty students
by Alpha Delta Phi at Ann Arbor in 1846
was from the start an ornament to that

fratemity.

Eastern

Phi '73,

for ultimate success. Overtures to the so
ciety from resident graduates of a pow
erful fratemity were rejected. In 1889
another effort, supported by many Psi Upsi
lons, was made to^ obtain a charter, but
was voted down by the chapters, a ma
jority of which, however, cast a two-thirds
or a majority vote in its favor.
This fourth rejection aroused our alumni,
who had hitherto been very patient under
the repeated disappointments. They began
to realize that the same pohcy of obstruc
tion which had delayed other chapters
until the best time for establishment
passed, was in force again to the injury

270
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of Psi

Upsilon and to the manifest ad
vantage of our rivals. The Phi men were
particularly indignant, for towards the close
of 1889 Delta Kappa Epsilon, their old
rival at Ann Arbor, established a
chapter
in Minnesota, thus
gaining there the pri
ority in time which the unwise hesitation
of some of our own chapters had
given
the pseudo diamond in
Michigan.
In view of this new rival, which would
necessarily make it more difficult for a
local society to hold its ground, and con
sidering that the extraordinary growth of
die University had answered all reasonable
objections, it was decided to present a
fifth� the present�petition, to lay all the
facts before the Fratemity, and to continue
the appeal until the requisite
imanimity
should be obtained.

did not persevere in
seeking higher education. Out of
twelve valedictorians Theta Phi had

bers, only

had

seven.

Phi

men

May 1, 1890, Albert P. Jacobs,
again acting as a delegate of the Phi
Chapter, presented the fifth and last
petition to the Convention held with
the Sigma. This petition,
signed by
twenty-five past and present mem
bers of Theta Phi, was accompanied
by a strong letter of recommendation
bearing the signatures of sixty-two
alumni of Psi Upsilon resident in the
Twin Cities, and by a resolution of
the Phi Chapter warmly endorsing
the petitioners.
Under the able leadership of Cy
rus
Northrup who had become Presi
dent in 1884 the University of Minne
sota had taken a
prominent place in
the academic world. In the academic

leges,

many
and

graduates
one

of

If the success of its members in college
and in after life can even in part be ex
plained by the influence the society has
brought to bear upon them, its existence
cannot be said to have been in vain.

The Convention of 1890

this

mitted it to the several

University

of Minnesota is

firmly

supported

as

the northwest.

As the

became

it is

by

the

state

intelligence

University grew,
one

of the

nal groups. Of its

of

Theta Phi

strongest

frater

ninety-five

mem

freely,

of the

states:

The Mu is again indebted to Brother
for his work subsequent to the
Convention and prior to ratification. His
efforts in behalf of Theta Phi were un

Jacobs
tiring.

In the work of

securing

tion Edward C.

ratifica

Gale,
'84, per
formed yeoman service. A member
of Theta Phi in the class of 1882, he
Beta

had become

a

On return to

Minneapolis

again

member of the Beta.
in 1887 he

became active in the affaks of

TTieta Phi and its quest for Psi
lon. In January, 1891, he made
cause

Upsi
trip

a

of the pe

many of

our

East

Chapters.

The ratffication of the resolution

slow. Word

came

Beta

June 12, 1890,

able

vote;

then

from the Beta

of

an

unfavor

several

Chapters
"aye." The Beta Beta finally
permission to recast its vote.
This permission was granted, and
Psi Upsilon at Minnesota became a
certainty when on April 8, 1891, the
voted
asked

Beta Beta cast
271

History

for

from which the author has borrowed

was

established, backed as
by
appro
priation and large land endowments, and
it is

A fine

approval.

Chapters

Mu, prepared by Horace E. Hitch,
Jr., '42, and Ernest W. H. SmaU '42,

ern

wrote:

passed

of Theta Phi and trans

petition

titioners, visiting

best col

thousand and two

students. As the alumni
The

our

Gopher

Minnesota

East to further the

year 1889-90 there were one hun
dred and seventeen faculty mem

bers,

Of the group of Theta
the

wrote:

thek
On

ten

a

favorable ballot.

ANNALS

Joy reigned among

OF

the members

and alumni of Theta Phi and the
tive and

loyal

ac

Psi U's resident in the

Twin Cities. The

seeking for

ten

goal they had been
long years was about

be attained. Plans for the installa

to

made; Edward C. Gale,

tion

were

Beta

'84, again gave his best efforts.

The members of Theta Phi

strongly in favor
thek old

Chapter

of

name

of Psi

continuing

were

under

the Theta Phi

as

how

Upskon. Due,

ever, to the Executive Council's dis

like

of

a

double name,

Mu

was

The members of Theta Phi

adopted.
accepted
Upsilon.

were

as

members of Psi

The

speakers

new

Chap

took

place May 22, 1891, in the
Hotel, Minneapolis. Francis S.
Bangs, Lambda '78, a member of the

Samuel Goodale,

were

Theta '36, one of the seven klustrious founders of Psi Upskon; Judge

Rensselaer R. Nelson, Beta '46, Fran
cis S. Bangs, Lambda '78, Herbert L.
Bridgman, Gamma '66, Theodore M.

Knappen '91,
Xi

Professor

'50, Edward
C.

George

Jabez Brooks,

D.

Nekl,

Ripley,

Beta

Gamma '42,
'62, and Al

bert P. Jacobs, Phi '73. At the close
of the program. Professor Henry F.
Nachtrieb '82, on behak of the new

Chapter, presented Albert P. Jacobs,
Phi '73, with a gold headed cane as a
testimonial of his never-to-be-forgot
behak of the Mu.
Minneapolis Tribune v^Trote

ten services in

The

The installation of the
ter

UPSILON

PSI

concerning
new

the

instaUation of the

Chapter:

West

Executive

Council, conducted the

instakation and the initiation of the

members.
charter was entrusted to
twenty-nine alumni of Theta Phi who
had been members of the classes
new

The

from 1876 to 1890, and to twentyundergraduates� Charles L.

The most exclusive, the most conserva
tive of aU Greek letter societies has at last
consented to extend its protecting Aegis
over a small section of the wild and un
born West and to clasp to its aristocratic
vest buttons the children of the boundless
prairies. For twenty-two years efforts to
secure a
chapter of Psi Upsilon for Minne
sota have been unceasing. No wonder that
the consummation of those efforrts was
celebrated last night with great joy.

three

Chase, Frederick L. Douglas, Asa J.
Hammond, Theodore M. Knappen,
WiUiam B. Morris, Homer F. Pierson,
and John F. Schurck, of the class of
1891; Charles S. Benson, Grant B.
Rossman, and Fred A. Smith, of the
class of 1892; Arthur W. Chase, Mor
ton S. Goodnow, Henry O. Hannum,
Albert

F.

Pratt,

and

Charles

E.

Thus

began

Chapter
pleted its

the Ike of the Mu

which has

now

just

com

span of fifty years, a Chap
which
from a great State Uni
ter,
versity (the second to obtain a
charter of Psi Upsilon) has contrib
uted five hundred and ninety mem
bers to our Fraternal Order, of
whom four hundred and seventeen

Young, of the class of 1893; and Al
ton M. Cates, Frank H. Clarke, Ro

are now

Crocker, Jay Hubbard, Frank
Manson, Albert E. May, Charles
F. Miller, Samuel S. Paquin, Thomas
A. Rockwell, of the class of 1894.

Chapter moved from the Theta Phi
lodge at 211 Beacon Street S. E. to
the Chemung house on 1228 4th

land D.
M.

At the installation
Isaac

Atwater,

Beta

banquet Judge
'44, presided.

living.

In the autumn of 1892 the

new

Street S. E., at 13th Avenue. Where
the old overcrowded house once

stood

now

stands the Mall of the

THE
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University in front of the New Li
brary. The Chemung house, where
nine or ten of a
Chapter of twenty
lived and where meals

or

served,
story brick

were

large square two
bukding. After the panic of
Mu lost its Chapter house.
was

tributed a $100 on graduation was a
member. This fund mounted to five

a

1893 the

six thousand dollars and

was

used

in the

of the

1617

Avenue S. E. Under

purchase
University

new

house at

the note

system, started by Frank
'06, every member on
leaving college signed ten $10.00

Edward
C. Gale, Beta '84, and Frank
Healy
'82, had, in 1891, signed notes for its
purchase, which with great generos

W. Teasdale

ity they paid and for which they
never
accept reimbursement.

would

The Mu then moved to a front room
in a block of brick apartments on the
east

side of 15th Avenue between

4th

Street

S.

and

E.

University

Avenue, where no members lived
and no meals were served, but was
used

only for meetings. There the
Chapter struggled for two years, its
scholarship rather low, but kept to
gether by the heroic efforts of Pro

Mu House

fessor Nachtrieb.

In the autumn of 1896 the HaU of

the Mu

was

moved to

a

two

notes,

payable

and

each note

as

of

successive years,

on

paid one share
Upsilon Associ

was

of stock in the Psi

story

frame house 1214 5th Street S. E.,
where eight members lived but no

1903

ation of Minnesota

was

turn. In 1929 the note

meals were served. Two years later
the Mu inoved back to rooms on

each

15th Avenue at 4th Street S. E. Dur-

In 1932 ten notes for

ing those years the Chapter was
small, the scholarship bad, and Professor Nachtrieb again rendered yeoman service. In the fall of 1900 the
Mu moved

again,

this time

to

7th

E., where meals could not
be served; two years later to 311
12th Avenue, a two stoty frame
Street S.

house where die members had

ing room.
During

gathered
men were

and all

a

din-

altered

so

were

given in resystem was

that four notes for $25.00

given, payable
with

one a

$10.00

year.
were

different

reagain requked
but
stock
is
no
policy,
longer
a

tirement

issued.
The house

only

on

12th Avenue had

been rented and after the school

year of 1907-08 the lease could not
be renewed. This necessitated another move, this time to a one stoty
on the west side of E. 15th

house

Avenue.

the years 1903-05, the Mu
much strength�forty-two

invited

accepted.

to

join

Psi

Upsilon

Charles A. Lang '06, started the
$100 Club; each member who con-

But in

early January, 1909,

moved into its

own

home,

the Mu
a

show

the campus. October 20,
place
1902, the alumni had authorized die
purchase of a lot on University
on

Avenue

273

between

17th

and

18th
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Avenues. From the
Mu

we

History of
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appointed by the Uni
determines the
Counck
versity. The
policy to be followed in rushing,
pledging, and in setting scholastic
standards necessary for pledging and
initiation. AU violations of the code
the Counck itself
are
An advisor is

the

learn:

At a banquet in the fall of 1904 George
H. Wafren, Pi '66, die father of Frank M.
Warren '99, offered to put in ten per cent
of the cost of a new house. Immediately
afterward Horace Lowry '00, offered to
stand for fifty per cent. The building of
this house was an outstanding event in the

of the Mu. Charles H. Rinker '05,
and Horace Lowry '00, were the repre-

history

punished by

which is made up of the presidents
of the member fraternities.
the War, as at other insti

During

tutions, iJhe
over to

the

Chapter house was turned
University

for

use as

bar

racks for the S. A. T. C. The Mu re
turned to its house in January, 1919.
In the

post

war

of the Mu

ship
ably.

The

years the scholar
improved remark

Chapter

was

growing

in
_

size. The Mu historians write:
March 5, 1925, in meeting, the
of Regents of the University of
Minnesota voted to make Professor Henry
F.
Nachtrieb '82, Professor Emeritus.
"Nachy" retired in June of 1925, and a
banquet of Psi U's was held in his honor.
Thus the finest Psi U of the Mu retired
On

Board

Mu House

of

1908

sentatives of the alumni in the

the house. The lot on
had been purchased for

of

building

University

Avenue

$3,800. The house
$20,000, of which Horace
Lowry paid $10,000, and George H. War
ren
paid $2,000. The remaining $8,000 was
was

to

cost

supplied by the chapter and alumni.
The house had three stories, a straight
facade with a huge porch and Greek-pil
lared alcove. It was of grey stucco, soon
President
to be covered with ivy.
William Howard Taft, Beta '78, conducted
one of the first meetings in this home.
.

.

From 1910

on

.

.

.

.

the size of the

Chap

from active service.

In the year 1939-40 plans were
made for the purchase of the frater

nity house at 1617 University Avenue.
Built in 1927 for another fraternity
at a total cost of $67,000 and imme

diately lost, it had since been occu
pied by Chi Phi. This new home was
purchased in the summer of 1940 for
$19,000 and $7,000

modeling. Again

ter, hitherto not much over twenty,
began to grow, and with the excep

its

tion of the War years has continued
to increase, until it is now between

nity

fifty and sixty including pledges.
During the academic year 191314, the Interfraternity Council of the
University of Minnesota was born.
Much favored by the Mu, this or
ganization is governed by delegates
from each fraternity in the Counck.

new

was

spent

the Mu is

in

re

proud

of

home.

Two Conventions of the Frater

have been held with the Mu, in

the years 1898 and 1919. The Mu
had the honor of being host to a Psi

Upskon

Convention when it

was

but

years old. Two of the three
Founders of our Order hving at that
seven

time

attended.

The

Rev.

Samuel

Goodale, Theta '36, and Colonel Ed
ward Martindale, Theta '36, who
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had not

C

H

each other since thek

seen

undergraduate days

in Old

Union,

made the Convention a memorable
occasion. Plans which had been made
for the Mu to hold the Convention of
1917 were abandoned due to our

entty

into the World War. The Con

vention

was

postponed to May, 1919.
completed its
Durkig that time

The Mu has jiow
first hak century.
the

Chapter

has nurtured many who

have made

distinguished records in
the fields of thek chosen endeavor.
Early in this history some of the
many klustrious sons of Theta Phi
were noted.
Succeeding delegations
of Mu men have continued the high
standards set

by

thek older brothers.

Albert F. Pratt '93,

lavsyer; John
nent

member

distinguished

P

T

E

R

S

'04, successful merchant

in

Spokane;

'04, Presi
dent of the Cedar Wood Products,
Minneapolis; Lee E. Ives '06, a mem
ber of Tau Beta Pi, one time man

Ralph

De Witte Wkcox

ager of the

Engineering

and

Mining

Journal; Charles R. McCoUom '06,
Tau Beta Pi, a mining engineer in
Arizona; Kenneth G. Brkl '07, law
yer and District Judge; Alexander
M. McDougall '08, prominent Du-

business man; Carleton P.
Schaub '08, leading business man in
St. Paul; Edmund L. Warren '08,
well-known St. Paul physician and

luth

surgeon; David

Mayo Berkman,
the Mayo Clinic;

Mu-

and
Rho '09, of
Wkhams A. Warren '09, officer of
Carnegie Steel Products�were mem-

C. Sweet

'93, promi

bers of the classes in the first decade

of the

Minneapolis

of this century. James C. Walker, Jr.
'14, successful doctor, Ak American

Bar, State
States

a

A

Assistant United

legislator.
Attorney; Carl

noted New York

H. Fowler

'95,

attomey; Edwin M.

Johnson '95, leading physician; Lewis
Schwager '95, pioneer lumberman in
Washington; Luke I. Wkson '95, the
Mu's only member of the Executive
Counck, 1919-20, 1921-23, promi
merchant, noted pkilanthropist;
Edwin R. Barton '96, and Ivan A.
Perry '97, successful physicians and
surgeons; Charles G. Flanagan '98,
leading educator; and Frank M. War
ren '99,
prominent metallurgist and
nent

mining engineer�were a few of the
Mu men in the ninety delegations.
Ralph T. Boardman '00, lawyer
and later head of the Twin City
Rapid Transit Company; Horace

Lowty '00, generous benefactor of
the Mu, founder and President of
the Street Rakway System of Mmneapolis and St. Paul; Ralph E. Herring '01, Adjustant-General United
States Army; Charles A. Bartleson

player; Robert R. Thompson
'15, professor at WiUiams College;
football

Robert G. Fuller '23, a member of
Kappa, editor of Vanity

Phi Beta

Fair; and Charles

B. Wkkinson

'37,

accorded All American honors, are a
few of the many sons of the Mu who
are
making thek mark in the world.
An Alumni Association of Psi Upsi
lon in the Twin Cities was founded
at

an

early

Meetings were held
during the latter
decade an organization

time.

in the nineties and

part of that
was

formed

Shortly after the turn of the cen
tury, on June 27, 1902, are the first
records of a meeting of the Psi Up
silon Association of Minnesota. A
group of Psi U's gathered in the Andrus

Bukding

corporate

in

Minneapolis

to in-

the Association and also

to

plans for financing and constructing a Chapter house for the
draw up

Mu. At this
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meeting

the first Board

M.
Ralph T. Boardman '00, Seavey
Bakey '03, Charles H. Rkiker '05,

of Dkectors of the Association was
elected�John C. Sweet '93, Ernest

President, George H. Warren, Pi '66,
Charles G. Ireys '00, and Horace

'98, George E. Cole '00,
P.
James
Qukk '01, and Ralph T.
Boardman '00, President.
T. Hamlki

Lowry '00.
During the

few years the As
sociation functioned smoothly. The
annual meeting of the stockholders
occurred in the autumn; there were

The Board acted with

expedition.
July 2, 1902, Boardman and Qukk
were authorized to
purchase, as they
did October 20, 1902, tiie lot at 1721
University Avenue S. E. The big
tinue

of

itation of the alumni. In return for

with

stock

was

incorporated

a

the State.

$10.00 par value was issued. The
generous offers of Horace Lowry '00,
and George H. Warren, Pi '66, added

In the

money

subscribed,

Board sponsors

system" elsewhere de
scribed, was adopted.
Februaty 22, 1908, a bukding
committee was appointed� George
H.

History of

the Mu

learn of the

subsequent

activities of

Dming the

Ireys '00, Henry F. Nachtirieb '82,
Ralph T. Boardman '00, Seavey M.
Bakey '03, Charles H. Rinker '05,

fakhfuUy; through
home

successfully.

November 23, 1908,

lease of the property
the Chapter.

was

was

built

given

the association made

enhsted urging them to
Efforts were made to
make arrangements whereby the expenses
of the individual members would be no
greater than in past years despite the de
creased size of me Chapter. The Chapter
was aUowed use of the house rent free dur
ing the years of 1917-18.
The University leased the Chapter house
for one year beginning in the fall of '18
for barracks of tbe S. A. T. G. but on the
close of the war, the Association graciously
cancelled the lease.
After the war a tablet honoring war
veterans who had been members of the
Mu Chapter was purchased by the alumni
association and placed in the Chapter
house.
During the next decade the Association
and Board of Directors were constantly
active in the affairs of Psi U at Minne
sota. They kept the Chapter house in good
condition, looked after the finances of the
Chapter, kept after the scholastic standing
of the Chapter and did many other things
which would have been left imdone had
the Association not been functioning prop
erly. Through the period from 1910 to
ter

who had

so

a

to

September 15, 1908, there had
a
reorganization of the Board
of Dkectors. A plan was adopted
which is still in effect today�the
been

Board consists of nine members
elected for terms of three years,
three to be elected each three years.
By this plan continuity on the Board
assured�not more than three
members
can be on the Board
new
at any one time. The first Board
under this scheme consisted of�
was

Henry F. Nachtirieb '82, Roy N. Pierson
'03, Leonard R. Welles '03,
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.

.

not

school.

to

retum

This

new

war,

possible effort to help the active
Chapter. In September, 1917, letters were
sent out to all members of the active chap
every

G.

its efforts the

we

the Association:

Warren, Pi '66, chakman, Charles

committee served

of each year the
alumni banquet.

an

From the

"note

and Leonard R. Welles '03.

spring

under the laws of

Wkliam Howard Taft, Beta '78, was
the guest of honor March 18, 1914.

incentive to the drive. At this time

the

next

frequent meetings of the Board of
Directors. September 29, 1913, the
Psi Upskon Association of Minnesota

securing money to con
operations was done by a solic

problem
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Mu

Chapter House, University
1617

of Minnesota.

University Avenue, Minneapolis,

Acquired

in 1940

Minnesota

Rho

of Wisconsin. Built in 1912, rebukt
Place, Madison, Wisconsin

Chapter House, University
222 Lake Lawn

1919

THE
1929 at least

CHAPTERS

member of the Board
be present at every meet
ing of die active Chapter. Not only did
they concern themselves with the affairs
of the active Chapter but they hkewise
held annual banquets for the alumni
up
until about 1935, when this function was
to a large extent taken over
by the active
was

assigned

house and again the Mu had a house
which was the
pride of the campus.
The fine work of the Psi Upsilon Asso
ciation of Minnesota can be attributed to
a
great extent to the efforts of its presi
dents. Many have served more than one
year, giving unsparingly of their time and
devotion.

one

new

to

Chapter.
By 1930, the house which
pride of the campus in 1908,

had been the
had begun to
show the wear and tear of 22 hard years
of usage and the purchase of a new house
came to be talked of more and more fre
quently. The culmination of this was in
the purchase of the new house at 1617
University Avenue S. E. in the summer
of 1940. The purchase was effected by
the Board of Directors of the Association
and through efforts of Geo. A. Carleton,
Ell Torrance, Jr., James P. Coleman, and
Loyal Cole, working with Ronald S. Comb
and James G. Meier of the active Chapter.
The Association again put forth tremen
dous efforts to raise money to furnish the

The author has borrowed

by

Horace E. Hitch, Jr.,

of

our

Fraternity

surroundings

added its last

of Madison,

March 27, 1896, became the home
of the Rho Chapter.
for a char
The stoty of the

quest

of Psi Upsilon begins in 1851.
In that year the foUowing call was
sent to members of our Fratemity
ter

in Wisconsin:

are

respectfully

invited

our

to

The Mu

during
a

stiong

certainty.

a

There is

love

Psi

in

a
place I love to be,
Upsilon, Psi Upsilon, it is

in

its

hallowed chain. Its pros

perous future is

to be,
thee, is

thee.

make dull care depart.
And cheer the sad and weary heart.
Oscar Kuhns, Xi '85.
For thou canst

Mu

March

held in Madison,

Chapter

written

27, 1896

on

Thursday, Jan. 23,

1851.

The call
Beta

was

issued

by R. W. Wright,

'42, Anson BaUard,

Psi

'45, Al

Ingham, Theta '47, Perry
H. Smitii, Psi '46, Frederick Pack
bert C.

ard, Beta '48, Jas. M. Phinney, Psi
'43, and C. L. WiUiams, Psi '47. Ac
cording to Albert P. Jacobs, Phi '73,
this

the first

graduate meeting
by the members of a
Greek-letter fraternity. The object of

ever

was

held

the Convention
ment of

be pres
ent at the first annual convention of the
members of the Psi Upsilon Fratemity
resident in the State of Wisconsin, to be
You

link in

Wisconsin

on

residing

justified.

first five decades has become

CHAPTER

Chapter during the nineteenth cen
tury. The University of Wisconsin,
having been founded in 1848 mid the
beautkul

ar

Ernest W. H. Small '42.

Five years after the Mu had been
instaUed at the University of Min

nesota,

been

freely from a History of the

'42, and

RHO
University

The faith of those earnest and

dent supporters of Theta Phi during
the eighties and early nineties has

a

was

chapter

"the establish

of the

Fraternity

in the State of Wisconsin."

In the archives of the Executive

Counck is
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Similar Conventions were held in
the years 1852 and 1853; and with

Albert C. Ingham, Theta '47,
from Madison, Wis., to the Theta on
Aprk 30, 1851. After telling of die
auspicious birth and the future of
the University of Wisconsin, he

by

out

find the
U

granted we propose organizing at
meeting (an) other Convention

our

next

in

Jan.

1896:

apphcation, though so strongly sup
ported, was not granted. Our Fratermty,
then confined to Eastern colleges, and un
The

certain about the
to wait.

to

But

and

V.

Irwin, Delta '94,

Branch

of The

Psi

were

a

few months

to

be added to

before the Rho

prior

to

our

hallowed

was

to

be bom.

The efforts of the Psi U alumni in
Wisconsin had failed, to the regret
of many who have the welfare of
Fraternity at heart.

our

1892, Charles KendaU
Adams, Phi '61, that eminent Psi U
Then

v^Tites in The

who

The Delta approved the plan and in
structed its delegates (George M. Vanderlip. Delta '51, and A. Ogden Butler, Delta
'53) to the next Convention to vote in its
favor.

just

circle. Iota, Phi, Omega, Pi, Chi,
Beta Beta, Eta, Tau, and the Mu,

Chap
Founder. John

Upsilon:

an

the 1858 Convention, was the West
ern
outpost of our Order. Nine links

the Convention held with the
was a

years were to pass
arduous battle was to be

thkty-eight

stalled

'46, was sent
bear the petition to

of which he

State Universities,

waged before our Fraternity was to
place a Chapter in Madison. The
Upsilon Chapter in Rochester, in

Psi

ter

new

resolved

...

delegate

Jacobs, Phi '73, wrote in
Upsilon Review for April,

the Psi

...

as a

seems

Albert P.

...

Smith,

statement:

that there are twenty-five or
graduate Psi Upsilons in Wisconsin
who wish to have a charter granted to
them. The Legislature of the State and die
Board of Regents have requested that our
Fraternity grant a chapter to their State
University. The faculty of the said Univer
sity have requested the same, and prom
ised no other society a hold in the coUege.
It

that time we shall wish to initiate
two or three of the students
selecting the
choicest specimens of course. The whole
of the fratemity in the state will be acting
members and will remain so till the col
legians have acquired strength enough to
walk alone.
By acting immediately we
can
get the entire supremacy and main
tain it permanently. The Chancellor has
consented and is in favor of our coming
in. We think and believe that the wishes
of 20 ^Y's representing seven chapters,
and many of them occupying permanent
positions in the state, will be sufficient to
The policy
procure for us the Chapter.
of the society should be as you expressed
it last summer to us "No more
Chapters
at the East but one at the South and one
at the West." This
being the true policy
of the society what better location can be
desired than this one affords?
By de
laying it we lose the chance for the next
five or six years� for the society cannot be
supported before that time� while with the
aid of the graduate members it can now
take a high stand at once.

H.

following

more

next. At

Perry

were

to the annual Conven
minutes of the 1858
the
tions. In
Convention in New York City we

Convention of
Chapter for this Uni
versity. We propose applying for it at the
next
general convention in July and we
think our claims are good. It may be said
that there are too few students� but to
answer this we
say that the graduate mem
bers residing in this state will for some
time be the in fact acting members. If
Psi

petitions

dispatched

wTTOte:
Now then the
Wisconsin ask a

annual

success

in

had

White,
nell, was

succeeded

Andrew D.
of Cor
President
'53,
called to the presidency of

Beta

the

University

autumn two
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undergraduates called upon him and
asked for his aid in
securkig a char
ter from Psi
Upsilon. One of these

lows: The chapter was caUed to order, as
usual, and necessary business was trans
acted, after which each and every man
present individually resigned from the
Wisconsin chapter of the Phi Kappa Psi
and immediately left the room and went
to another one.

deputations represented the mem
of the local
chapter of Phi
Psi
which
had
been organ
Kappa

bers

.

ized at Wisconsin in 1875 and which
had

Three

"continued

odier,

we are

to flourish;" the
told, "had been sent by

concerning

Princeton, and who was
come a
great Psi U, a valued

ber of

to

Dr. Adams

Psi

Up

in

The

.

.

Phi

'73,

we

reply

to

The story in the Psi

was

.

Subsequently, about March 8th or 9th, I
received from Dr. Adams a memorandum
written by Albert Poole Jacobs and dated
Detroit, March 6, 1893. This introduced
us to a
very remarkable personality. The
19 page (longhand) memorandum which
was handed to me covered the situation
from beginning to end. It included the
name for the local
society, the design of
the badge and innumerable suggestions as
to the method in which our local
society
should be formed. I have a letter which
I wrote Mr. Jacobs in
reply to his memo
in which I told him that our
randum,
regular meeting would be next Monday
night, March 13th, and that "we shall blos
som out
Tuesday as the local society, Rho
...

Kappa Upsilon, according

Jacobs,

Psi

Upsilon.

very kind but told me
of the university, he per
sonally could do nothing about the mat
ter. But he did
put me in touch with a
Detroit Psi U with whom I
might corre

spond.

advances made

full of discouragement was sent
the aggregation of neutrals, and they
received not long after a charter from a
fratemity much more complaisant then Psi
a

president

as

were

us

Psi U alumni in Detroit, but

Diamond for March, 1940:

that,

wrote

learn that the neutrals also wrote to

mem

play

important part ki placing
Wisconsin, wrote

petitioners

thek actions:

From Albert P.

be

Executive Council from
1922 to 1935, and who was to

an

the

individually or as a chapter, by
Upsilon or any of its members.
to

our

skon in

.

Never at any time

collection of neutrals." Charles P.
Spooner '94, who had been mitiated
into Phi Kappa Psi on his transfer
a

from

of

.

to your instruc

tions."

Now it must be very clearly understood
that what Mr. Jacobs did for us was after
we had
unanimously decided to withdraw
from ^KW. Neither Psi Upsilon nor any
other fratemity ever sought to influence
us to leave the Phi
Kappa Psi. What Mr.
Jacobs did for us was to assist us to make
our exit in the
proper manner.
The dissolution of the then existing chap
ter of the Phi Kappa Psi occurred as fol

Upsilon

Re

view continues:
What should be done with the request
of the other applicants was a matter of
grave consideration. Those men were mem
bers of a general Greek-letter fratemity.
For reasons of their own, absolutely with
out solicitations or promises from any Psi
Upsilon, in fact unknown to all Psi Upsi
lons until they themselves revealed it, they
had determined to leave their fratemity.
They were entitled, by the fundamental law
of their order, to resign, and their chapter
could accept their resignations. Our Soci
ety has not seen fit to refuse, merely on
the ground of previous fratemity member
ship, candidates otherwise qualified.
In fact it is thought by many that early
affiliations tend to enhance regard for our
more ancient and more conservative sodal
ity. Thus the Phi Chapter was formed
upon a foundation supplied by members
of another fratemity, and thus the Omega
Chapter and the Chi Chapter owe most
of their charter members to the very fra
temity whose chapter in Wisconsin has
been transferred to us.
The Detroit alumni did not think that
they would be justified in rejecting, of
their own motion, an apphcation from a
strong body of students located in an
institution which seemed destined for Psi
Upsilon. They felt that their first duty was
to the Order. Whether the Fratemity, fol-
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the

lowing

precedents, would admit the
or,
taking "Pan-HeUenic"

petitioners,

ground, would reject diem, was for the
Fraternity to say; but they could see to it
that the

knowm to be desirable
the right road. There
fore, the petitioning letters being retained,
the writers were informed that while they
remained members of a general Greekletter order nothing would be done. It was
suggested that if they resigned, as they
had said they were about to do, they
should form a local society;; and a memo
randum of the steps to be taken in form
ing such a society was sent to Madison.
But lest the men should conceive hopes
that might never be reahzed, the difficul
ties and uncertainties attending the quest
for a Psi U charter were explained. That
the applicants must take their chances was
made clear to them. What chances they
took wiU appear hereafter.
men,

applicants,

were

Thus

set

on

Rho

Kappa Upsilon was
founded as a local society pending
admission to Psi Upsilon. Its badge,
Albert P.

Jacobs, Phi
'73, was identical in size and shape
with that whose aegis it sought. The
designed by

center, however, was of white enamel
instead of black with the gold char
acters, Rho Kappa
rampant lion.

Upskon,

above

a

The famous song, "The Rho Owl
Song," a favorite with many Chap

ters, vvTitten by Charles Floyd Mc
Clure '95, throws much light on the
pre-Psi U days of the Rho:
There is

a

legend quaint

and Greek about

owl.
Who
great exclusiveness, a
most respected fowl;
Beloved he of lion bold, who, rampant,
ancient
dwelt in

an

rose

one

Awak'ning

consternation
was

in

the

envious

jackals cried.
out thy portals

bar from
traitor

double-dyed!"

thee,

wise

Let

reward, 'tis
jeer;
beast of rampant mien, the

Envy seeks
To

"Away!

to

mystic badge I bring;
Accept for thy great loyalty, the shelter
of my

wing!"

"rampant hon" represented
Rho Kappa Upsilon; it was this

The
the

"wise beast of rampant mien" who
sought the shelter of the wing of the

wise, old owl which

Upskon.

But the

love did not
of "envious

symbolized

course

of this

true

for

pack

smoothly,
jackals" (certain

run

Psi

a

of the

Westem societies who feared the ad
vent

of Psi

"pray
this

U)

cried out

bar from out

the owl,
portals fak
to

thy
dyed" (speaks
by certain Wis

doubled

traitor

of the steps taken
consin fraternities to influence
refuse the

our

Chapters
petition )
Thus began the struggle of Rho
Kappa Upskon to obtain a charter
of Psi Upsilon, a struggle that was
carried on so arduously by Charles:
P. Spooner '94, and Knox Kinney '94,,
to

.

under the watchful eye of the Phi

Chapter.
At the 1893 Convention held with
the Zeta, Rho Kappa Upskon was

represented by Knox Kinney '94j
Charles P. Spooner '94, could not
leave Madison because of examina
tions. Earl D.

delegate

lota-Phi '93, as
of the Phi, presented the

Wisconsin

Babst,

petition.

He has said of

land

bom.

The ancient owl bhnked both his eyes and
marvelled at the roar;
In loud protest a pack of curs were
snarhng at his door:
"An upstart hon comes this way!" the

Pray

Unto the rabble thus the owl:
him appear!
When Virtue claims her just

this Convention:

mom,

where he

UPSILON

'SI

OF

fair this

Here a precedent was estabhshed in
Convention procedure, for on a motion,
as I remember it, of the
delegate from
the Chi, the Convention before voting on
the petition resolved itself into a com
mittee of the whole and invited Knox Kin
ney to appear before it.
It was largely due to the extremely
favorable impression which he (Knox Kin
ney) made that another precedent was.

f

w

1 1 1 fn 1 1
Rho

Chapter

of 1921

>/3.1.1'i-t

Rho

Chapter

at time

Rho

of Installation in 1896

Chapter

of 1924

Rho

Chapter

of 1925

Rho

Chapter

of 1926

Rho

Chapter

of 1939

THE

CHAPTERS

established when the Convention voted to
submit to the chapters the first request
of a group of petitioners.

About his tour of the Eastern

ters,

Spooner

continues his

stOty:
A large part of this was attributable to
that amazing man, Albert Poole Jacobs,
and the work he had done. Credit must
also be given to the favorable attitude and
the strong support given us by the Phi
chapter at the University of Michigan. In
the Phi chapter the man depended upon
by Mr. Jacobs was Earl D. Babst, Iota '93,
then taking his law course at the University
of Michigan. The fitrst time I ever met Mr.
Babst there were two things that impressed
me: the first, his eyes, which were very
brilhant and as full of intelhgence and
life as any eyes that I have ever seen; the
second was the great common sense that
he showed in discussing any and every
phase of our matter. After the Convendon,
when the chapters themselves voted on
our
petition, only the Zeta, Lambda and
Tau were negative.

In

ciety

the local

September, 1893,
"did weU" in its

mshing.

times, however, the petitioners

so

At

be

discouraged, even though they
fully cognizant of Psi Upsi
lon's policy of conservatism. A local
society must struggle for existence.
came

were

The 1894 Convention

was

to

be

Kappa.
spring of 1894 Charles

P.

and Lewis H. Paddock,
Beta Beta '88, Phi '93, visited the
in behalf of the
Eastern

Spooner '94,

Chapters

Wisconsin

the Phi

petition.

Chapter

In

Aprk

issued

a

of 1894

twenty-

four page klustrated pamphlet conceming Rho Kappa Upsilon's quest
for

a

justified

was

in

to the

mistic

report

Rho

Kappa Upskon passed

the

Convention sixteen to two, and all
the Chapters were favorable except

the Lambda.

gifted pen of Albert P.
Phi '73, the story contkiues:

From the

Jacobs,

At the Convention of 1895 the sentiof the Fraternity, both alumni and
imdergraduates, became overwhelmingly
manifest. The attacks which had been
made upon the applicants and their Psi U
sympathizers, did much to help the cause;
and finally, after the lapse of three years�
a
period considerably snorter than is usual
in these cases� the required unanimity was
seemed.
In the work of obtaining a charter many
Psi Upsilons assisted. Our revered founder
the Rev. Dr. Samuel Goodale (Theta '36),
spoke in favor of the proposed branch
whenever he visited a Psi U club or chap
ter. Bishop I. L. Nicholson (Zeta '69), of
Milwaukee, wrote a strong letter in be
half of the petitioners. The labors of
Brother Paddock have been mentioned.
Brother Earl D. Babst (Phi '93), was un
tiring in his support, and the delegates of
the Iota, die Phi, and the Mu never fal
meiit

...

tered.

petitioners

learned that the

charter had been

granted February

The

18, 1896. On the evening of March
27, 1896, the Rho Chapter of Psi

held with the
In the

Chap

writes:

making a fairly opti
Rho Kappa Upsilon,
although no one could predict witii any
certainty how soon we would be accepted.
I

The vote of the Convention favored
the petition fourteen to six.

Charles P.

Spooner

charter:

We pledge our honor, as a chapter, that
if this application is granted the Phi wiU
not favor movements for additional chap
ters in the West.

instaUed in Wisconsin.
The installation was conducted by

Upsilon

was

Herbert L. Bridgman, Gamma '66,
President of the Executive Counck,
and by Francis S. Bangs, Lambda

'78, the Secretary,
house of Rho

the

Chapter
Kappa Upskon, 16
at

Mendota Court, Madison. On that
memorable evening inkiatoty rites
were administered to sixty-nine of
the charter members, whose classes
ranged from 1856 to 1899.
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The

following undergraduates re
ceived the charter of Psi Upsilon�
Charles E. Blomgren, Charles A.
Cravi^ord, Charles F. Freeman, Jr.,
Charles N. Freeman, and Lucien R.
Worden, of the class of 1896; Bertiand H.

Doyon,

Arthur A. Fram-

bach, Alva S. Goodyear, Harry G.
Gould, Charles W. Lea, and Spencer
S. Rumsey, of the class of 1897; John
A. Cameron, Irving B. Gary, Ray
mond A. Holhster, Clark M. Knight,
John S. Main, Max Mason, Archie L.
Nash, and Fred B. Peterson, of the
class of 1898; and John F. Bertles,
and Maurice

of the class of

Johnson,

1899.

Epskon in the years 1902 and
respectively placed chapters in

never-to-be-forgotten installa
tion banquet was held at the Park
Hotel. Charles N. Gregory '71, was
the toastmaster. Herbert L. Bridg
Gamma

'66, as President of the
Council, welcomed the

Executive

Chapter into the Fraternity; Al
Jacobs, Phi '73, responded to
the toast "Psi Upsilon;" Judge Far
iin Q. Ball '61, spoke on "Embryol
ogy;" Judge James M. Flower '56,
responded to the toast "The Uni
versity." Francis S. Bangs, Lambda
'78, represented the Council; and
Charles P. Spooner '94, gave response
to the toast "Rho Kappa
Upskon."
Thus the Rho Chapter was born,
a
Chapter, now forty-six years old,
new

bert P.

1906
Wis

consin.

Madison, which
said "has

once

no

an

Englishman

vista but is beau

tkul," has nurtured many members
of our Fraternity who have achieved
distinction

fields

the

in

of

thek

chosen endeavor. The alumni who
on March 27, 1896, became mem
bers of
table
was a

Fraternity, were a no
group. James M. Flower '56,
leading lawyer of Chicago, the
our

well known firm. Wkliam

head of

a

F. Vilas

'58,

an

able

lawyer,

Unked

States Senator from 1892 to

during

was,

The

man,

UPSILON

PSI

President

1898,

Cleveland's

first term. Post Master General and
Secretary of the Interior. Fariin Q.

'61, the father of Fariin H. BaU
'95, and Sydney H. Ball '01, served
Bak

for many years
cuit Court in

Judge of the Ck
Chicago. John C.

as

Spooner '64, the father of Charles
Spooner '94, served as the distin

P.

guished

United States Senator from

Wisconsin for three terms

last of which he
the

practice
An

City.
lawyer,

he

during the
resigned to enter

of law in New York

outstanding corporation
invited by President

was

Wkham Howard Taft, Beta '78, to
become a member of his Cabinet,
first

ward

as

but whose foundations date back to
the fifties of last century, which has

Attorney General and after
Secretary of State. Stephen
S. Gregory '70, prominent lavvyer
and alumnus of the University, be

had five hundred and

came

President of the American Bar

bers

of

whom

thirty-five

established

Many
Alpha

mem

alive

a

by

others

chapter

in

1857,

Wis
to

be

Beta Theta Pi in 1873.

preceded

Psi

Upskon.
Kappa

Delta Phi and Delta

Association.

Burr

W.

Jones

'70,

author of

Phi Delta Theta which

was

foUowed

eighty

hundred and

today.
fraternity to enter

are

The first
consin

five

as

"Jones on Evidence," for
a
years
popular Professor of Law of
his Alma Mater, a Congressman, was
at the
age of seventy-four appointed
a
Justice of the Supreme Court of
Wisconsin. When the term for which
he had been

appointed expked,

at

THE

C

H

A

the insistence of his
coUeagues, he
ran for and was elected to a full
term. Later

elected Chief

held that

he

Justice,

position when he was over
Charles
N. Gregory '71, a
eighty.
cultivated gentieman, known for his
wide scholarship, was Dean of the
Schools of Law at Wisconsin, Iowa
and

George Washkigton, the Ameri
delegate to the Brussels Scien

can

was

Melvin A.

proprietor

and

Hoyt
managing

editor of the Milwaukee Daily News;
Julius E. Olson '84, Professor of
Scandinavian Languages and Litera
ture at

the

of Wisconsin.

University
Brandenburg '85,

Of Oscar D.

for

years the editor and manager of the
Madison Daily Democrat, and the
presiding genius of the printing firm
associated with the paper, Charles P.
Spooner '94, has written:
It would be hard to overestimate the

importance

of Brother

"The Democrat" in the

E

the Rho

R

S

Chapter.

ident of the

Brandenburg and
history of Madison

and of Wisconsin. His son, Frederick S.
Brandenburg '09, is carrying on the work
and traditions of his father.

Professor and Pres

University

of

Chicago,

then of the RockefeUer Foundation,
he is a great scientist. November 30,

1925, the Psi Upsilon

Association of

Chicago gave memorable dinner in
his honor. At that tkne Earl D. Babst,
a

lota-Phi '93, said:

Speaking tonight

Counsel of the Wisconsin Central

'83,

T

in behalf of the Execu
it in behalf of

Council, and through

tive

tific Conference in 1910. Albert S.
Ritchie '76, served as a
Judge in
Omaha, Neb. Thomas H. GiU '77, a
fine lavtyer, was for years General

Railway Company.

P

the whole Psi Upsilon family, we tender
you, Brother Mason, our homage and our
fraternal greetings. We wish, moreover,
to offer our congratulations to the Omega
Chapter in the opportunity that has come
to her to sit at the feet of a man who, as
an
undergraduate, knew the charm of stu
dent life in fraternal bonds and who, in
ripe scholarship and in personal achieve
ment, exemplifies the highest ideals of
our beloved Psi
Upsflon and of American
student life.

John S. Main '98, was an outstand
ing authority on bkd Ike. Roy E.
Tomlkison '01, since 1917 has been
of the National Biscuit

President

Morris F. Fox

Company.
inent

broker, has been

'04,

a

prom

a

generous
benefactor of the Rho. John W. Ma
pel '06, President of the Goodyear
Tke and Rubber

fornia,

was

Company

of Cali

active in the civic affaks

of that state. Frederick S. Branden
burg '09, President of the Alumni As
on the
newspaper
business of his father,

sociation, carrying
and

printing

Euclid P. Worden '92, an outstanding
engineer, was head of the Wisconsin

has been

Bridge Company. Charles P. Spooner
'94, a prominent lavtyer in New York
and Washington, a member of the

'13, President of the National Cash

Executive Council from 1922-1935, is

help many of its members
college educations.
complete
Samuel L. Rosenberry '23, President
of the Alumni Association of Psi Upsi

one

of

sons.

our

Fraternity's

devoted

To Charles F. McClure

well known
ever

most

lawyer,

Psi

'95,

Upsilon

a

is

indebted for his famous "Rho

'98, became

one

and devoted

of the Rho's
sons.

contributor

Rho

uses

been

a

loyal
AUyn

gener

the fund which the

to

thek

lon,

is

a

year Max Mason

head of

of the Founders of

These
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to

most

Charles S.

Register Company, has
ous

member of

York law firm.

Owl

Song."
In his sophomore

one

a

famous New

R. Nortii

John
Ringling Brothers
are

a

'25,

is

Ckcus.

few of the many Psi
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Fine cooperation between the active and
alumni brediren has reduced its mortgage

kept on high the banner
The Chapter has vindi

U's who have
of the Rho.

indebtedness to about ten thousand dol
lars; and aU are looking forward to the
time when, out of debt, the money for
merly used to pay interest may be em
ployed as a scholarship fimd.
Year after year the Rho is helping many
of its members to complete their coUege
educations. Charles Stanley AUyn, 1913,
President of the National Cash Register
Company, has been a generous contributor
to this fund
For more than a decade the Rho has
had a proctor hving in the house and
looking after the mental, moral, and spir
itual welfare of the boys as weU as the
financial interests of the chapter.
In scholarship we frequendy rank among
die rankest; but that is an average, which
has been puUed down each year by some
few leaving coUege without even taking
their examinations. Those zeros puU down
the chapter record which is earnestly
striven for by 75% of the active members,
many of whom have briUiant records.

cated in every way the faith of that
pioneer band of alumni which ninety

years ago sought to
in Madison.
Street

Dewey,

place Psi Upskon

early house

The Rho's

the

was

home

at 620 State

of

Nelson

the first Governor of Wiscon

sin, and later, the residence of Presi
dent Bascom of the

Rho House

served the PUio

of

.

It

University.

.

Conventions of the

where described in detail, in the
years of 1904 and 1923.

comfortably for many

The first hak centuty of Psi Upsi
lon in Wisconsin will soon have been
run. From these decades the Rho of

Brandenburg '09, Presi
Upskon, In

today and of tomorrow have gained a
priceless heritage.

dent of the Rho of Psi

corporated,

.

The Rho has been the host of two
Fraternity, else

1897

years, until its new home on the shore
of Lake Mendota was erected in 1912.
Frederick S.

UPSILON

has written to the author:

On a subzero night in January of 1918
this new house burned to the ground.
Scantily clad boys of the chapter scurried
to safety without casualties. But a tem
porary place had to be rented at 25 Lang
don Street untU the house was rebuilt,
this time in a more fireproof manner. Early
in the following school year it was ready
for occupancy and has been the home of
the Rho since.
Though nearly twenty years old the
property is kept in such good repair that
it looks like new. Tide to its rests in Rho
of Psi Upsilon, Incorporated, an alumni
association modeled almost exacdy after
the corporate structure of the Delta.

Tu-whit, tu-whoo!
O ancient owl of fair Psi U.,

Thy jewel bright

The rampant lion
And true to thee
Will ever be.
Owl of old Psi U.

wears

O lovely owl!
Conservative fowl!
In his joy and exultation

the rampant hon howl!
Tu-whit, tu-whoo!
Doth

U., Psi U!
O, tu-whit, tu-whoo! Psi U., Psi U. forever!

Psi

Charles F. McClme '95.

The author has been aided in the

by Charles
tions made

P.

by

Spooner '94,
him and

by

which

tonight.

History of the Rho by "The Rho Incident,"
appeared in The Diamond; also by sugges

Frederick S.
284

Brandenburg

'09.
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CHAPTERS

EPSILON
University

of

CHAPTER

California

The turn of the

Upsilon

with

mystic chain,

century found Psi
twenty-two links in its
but

one of which had
broken due to the mold in which it
had been cast. At the davra of the
twentieth century the western out
post of our Fraternity, which was the

quite decade old, was to
shkt to the Golden Gate, to die great
University of Calkomia at Berkeley
which had been founded in 1868, and
which had aheady attained a high
Mu,

not

a

place

among

There

on

Chapter

our

seats of

learning,

August 18, 1902, the Epskon
was

bom.

August 18, 1902

These men, therefore, selected the most
desirable from the German Club and
formed a local society known as Alpha Psi.
Although at that time there were many
national fratemities represented on the
California campus, it was quickly decided
to

petition

Psi

Upsilon.

With the aid of Psi U's on the fac
ulty and in the bay region petitions
sent to the 1898 and 1899 Conventions
were

promptly turned down. This reexpected. The Frater-

suit had been

nity as yet knew little of the local
society. Alpha Psi, and there v^as a
great reticence to extend our bouhdaries beyond the Mississippi. Alpha

early days Berkeley had
provided fertke sok for die fratemity
movement. The
ground had been
broken in 1870 by Zeta Psi, to be followed among others by Phi Delta
Theta m 1873, by Chi Phi in 1875, by
Delta Kappa Epsilon in 1876, by
Beta Theta Pi in 1879, by Phi Kappa
Psi in 1889, by Delta Upsilon in 1889,
and by Theta Delta Chi in 1900. Not,
however, untk 1908 was Alpha Delta

Psi

Phi to enter Calkornia.

qualifications of
pare a report on
the petitioning society which would
be sent to the Fratemity. This report,
dated April 14, 1900, and submitted
John D. Hammond, Pi '66, and Ed

From its

Walter N. Gabriel '07, has written
genesis of Psi Upskon in Cali

fornia:
The continuous history of the Epsilon
the University of Cahfomia starts with
the year 1898, at which time a group of
men were
living together and caUing them
selves the German Club. The name had no
significance except that they were aU tak
ing modem languages and were particu
larly interested in German.
As was to be expected, the close ties
and association of this club eventually
caused discussion for some permanent or
ganization that could be continued after
at

to

A national
be the solution.

learned that it must

secure

personally to take up its quest
for membership in our Order.
Fortunately during 1900 there was
being organized in San Francisco the
Pacific Psi Upskon Association, and,
the attempt of Alpha Psi to obtain a
charter naturally came before it. A
East

committee

was

at

once

formed to pre

the

of the

graduation.

soon

influential endorsements; diat it must
send its emissaries of good-wkl to the

frateniity seemed

by

ward M. Adams, Phi "71, President
and Secretary respectively of the
Pacific Psi Upsilon Union, stated in

part:
they have material and
they are granted a
hi a short time, aided by

We believe that

ability,

such that if

charter, they

can

the influence of our strong alumni on this
coast and in the faculty, take a leading
stand among the fratemities at the Uni
versity of Cahfomia, and build up a chap^
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worthy of the name of Psi Upsilon.
The Psi Upsilon men on the coast, for
lack of a common center, have fallen away
from each other, and unanimously deplore
the absence of a Calffomia chapter which
might become the raUying place for the
fraternity west of the Rocky Mountains.
ter

.

In

February

Psi U's

on

the

of the

.

year four
of the Univer

sity�Thomas R. Bacon, Beta '72, Pro
fessor of History; Willard B. Rising,

'64, Professor of Chemistry; Ed
ward J. Wickson, Psi '69, Professor of
Psi

Agricultural Practice; and Louis Du
Pont Syle, Beta Beta '79, Professor of
English�had forwarded a strong let
ter to

the Executive Counck:

certify that the young men who
applying for a chapter of Psi Upsilon
this University are in every way worthy.

We
are

in

Convention held with the Pi. Due to
the Con

.

same

faculty

UPSILON

PSI

OF

magnetic personality,
favorably on

his

vention voted

tion, which

Chapters,

but without

the

of

Golden Gate. Later in the

Wheeler, an Alpha Delta Phi from
the University of Michigan, gave
Charles MiUs Gayley, Phi '78, beloved

Calkornia,

a

letter of introduction to Francis S.
Bangs, Lambda '78, of the Executive

Counck:
I

ley)

am

again forwarded to

the 1901 Conven

tion held with the

Tau, which

was

passed by the Convention but faked
to receive the necessary "aye" from
two Chapters. That the geographical
question

was

Francis S.

proving

Bangs

a

to

a

difiBcult bar

letter written

Charles M.

by

Gay

I foresee favorable action. While geog
is not an objection to the establish
of a Chapter, it is a serious hindrance
in the preliminaries to the estabhshment,
affecting equaUy the apphcants and suf

raphy

fragists.

Alpha Psi was not to be denied.
In February, 1902, a petition was pre
But

the Executive Counck. This
passed upon favorably and sub

sented
was

to

mitted to the

which the

agreed with him (Professor Gay
a
chapter of Psi U. ought to be
here, and I hope also for one of

that

located
Alpha Delta Phi. The men he has told me
of as aheady pledged to the Psi U enter
prise are representative of our very best
men.
A fratemity started with such
men as Decoto ( Ezra W. Decoto '01 ) and
Martin (Willsie M. Martin '01) would
claim immediately a first rank. Prestige of
name would also contribute to that result.
...

In

year,

Alpha
ing continually,
U alumni throughout the countty
pledged thek support. A petition was

ment

That great President of the Uni
versity of California, Benjamin Ide

at

same

Psi movement grow
various groups of Psi

with the

ley:

English

But

aware

was

lectual, moral, and social standing is bet
ter. If a charter is to be given to this
University at all, it is not likely that at

Professor of

success.

becoming
Fraternity
reputation and the deter
mination of the petitioners from the
the

rier is indicated in

any future time a better body of young
could be got together to receive it.

peti

then referred to the

was

It would be difficult to find eleven other
young men in the institution whose intel

men

the

1900, armed with these splen
did indorsements. Professor Gayley
crossed the contkient to attend the

Chapters, a procedure
petitioners hoped would

expedite thek
them

to

instaUation and enable

send

delegates

to

the Con

vention in New Haven.

The

voting,

Februaty,
lasting nearly

was

which commenced in
slow and deliberate,
two months. The last

of the twenty-one votes was cast
April 11, 1902� on that memorable

day Alpha Psi was at once notified by
telegram that its quest for Psi Upskon
had been successful. George S. Cole
man, Xi '76, the beloved Secretaty of
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Epsilon Chapter House, University of California. Built
1815 Highland Place, Berkeley, California

in 1912

�.-

o.^

^'^

Epsilon Chapter

at time

of Installation in 1902

W

Transcontinental
Annual

Convention

Exposition,
Bridgman,

Telephone Conversation
Upsilon Fraternity, Panama-Pacific

of Psi
September 4, 1915. Wilham H. Taft, Beta
Gamma '66, in San Francisco speaking with
Xi '76, in New York City

Epsilon Chapter

of 1940

International

'78, and Herbert L.
George S. Coleman,

THE

the

Council,

CHAPTERS

Professor

wrote to

Gay

ley:
I have just wired you the good news that
aU the chapters have voted for Calffomia.
The anxious suspense is now over
I am happy to state that the Council has
not attempted to influence a single vote,
and that so far as I know my personal
individual note to the Rho was the only
expression from any member of the Coun
cil to any chapter on the subject. This
makes the result the more gratifying, and
preserves the tradition that the Council is
an executive body, and does not interfere
with the freedom of the undergraduates
in matters committed to their suffrage. It
was indeed a hard matter to refrain from
urging favorable action upon, but the end
justifies the forbearance.
In common with the Calffomia Psi U's
I look for a splendid chapter on the great
Pacific, and congratulate you for your own
skilfful and laborious efforts to that end.
.

AU credit for

guiding Alpha

.

.

,

Psi in

quest for Psi Upsilon must go to
the alumni who had formed the Pa
cific Psi Upskon Union and to the
its

remarkable band of Psi U's

on

the

faculty.
Whke

Alpha

Psi desked

an

early

installation, it at once consented to
die suggestion of the Council that it
be postponed untk the beginning of
the academic year. Otherwise the ap

proaching Convention in New Haven
would prevent any members of the
Counck from attending the instakation.
set

August 18, 1902,

as

was,

therefore,

the date for the bkth of the

Epskon Chapter.
of that memorable
the kistaUation was held at the

On the

evening

day
Chapter

house. The ceremony was
conducted by Dr. George H. Fox,

Edward A.

Upskon '67, assisted by
Mechlmg, Tau '99. After
toty

rites had been

gala banquet

was

the initia-

administered,

a

held at the Call

fornia Hotel in San Francisco,
tended by a brkliant gathering.

at

present were� H.
Warfield, Upskon '65, Judge James
M. Trout, Alpha '71, Bishop WiUiam
F. Nichols, Beta Beta '70, George H.
Fitch, Chi '75, Captaki Benjamin F.
Pope, Psi '64, Thomas Flint, Zeta '80,

Among

those

Willey, Zeta
'45,
CampbeU, Beta '80,
Wkliam P. Johnson, Zeta '80, tiie Rev.
Dr. John D. Hammond, Pi '66, and
Judge Samuel K. Dougherty, Gamma
'78. It was a source of deep regret that
the Rev. Dr. Samuel H.

Donald Y.

Edward

Martindale, Theta '36, then

residing

in San

regret reposes

could not at
congratulation and

Diego,

tend. His letter of

in the archives of the

Epsilon.
The following

Psi

sentation from the

Upskon repre
faculty partici-

pated in the celebration� Charles
M. Gayley, Phi '78, head of die De
partment of English; Chauncey W.
WeUs, Beta '96, WiUard B. Rising,
Psi '64, Thomas R. Bacon, Beta '72,
Leon J. Richardson, Phi '90, Edward
J. Wickson, Psi '69, and Wilham B.
Beta '92.

Bosley,

charter

The

entrusted

was

to

Samuel Camp
following
beU Irving '79, Albert E. Chandler
'96, Martin Charles Flaherty '96, Samuel Leon Napthaly '96, Fred Goodrich
Athearn, Horatio Cogswell, Ezra Wilthe

men�

liam Decoto, Herbert Wynford HiU,
and WiUsie Manning Martin, of the
class of 1900; Richard Warren Har-

vey, William Inch, and James Samuel
Ryason, of the class of 1901; Judson
Raymond Carter, John Morton Eshleman,

fred

Esterly, Bernard AlEtcheverry, John Bkge Sawyer,
Calvin Olin

Robert

Roy Service;

Weight,
Freeman

Briggs,
ton
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and Erie Martin

of the class of 1902;

Bovard,

Henry

Bruce Forrester

Kelly Judy, George

John
Elwin

Brown, Clin
Millard Par-
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ker. Otto Theodor Schulze, and Alfred
von der
Ropp, of the class of 1903;
Frank Hunter

meyne

Bishop,

Wendell

Leo Dev

Kelsey,

born the

Epskon Chap

tiikty-four

hundred and

ninety-seven are living
today. During its now nearly four

Eldridge Cahkl,

and Newton Standish

was

ter, the twenty-third Chapter of our
hallowed Order, a Chapter that has
given to Psi Upsilon four hundred and
members, of whom three

and Louis Albert

Webb, of the class of 1904;
lin

Thus

Baxter, Arthur Ro-

Traphagen,

UPSILON

SI

OF

of the

class of 1905; and Donald Forsha
Irvin '06.

decades the Epskon has upheld the
traditions of Psi Upskon. It soon came
to occupy a place of prominence in
the affaks of the University. In its
haUs was held the memorable Con
vention of 1915.

began in
Alpha Psi
Ridge Road, Berkeley, at the

The Ike of the Epsilon
what had been the home of
at 2501

northeast

corner

The need of

a new

of Euclid Avenue.
house soon became

apparent; the old place which had
been rented, besides being quite kiThe San Francisco Chronicle for
August 18, 1902, carried the foUow

ing

item:

news

of the

One

notable college fra
ternal gatherings ever held on the Pacific
Coast will assemble tonight at the Cah
fomia Hotel to instaU a chapter of the Psi
Upsilon Society in the University of Cali
fornia.
The Calffomia men who will be initi:ated tonight aheady belong to the
Alpha
Psi Fratemity, a local organization estab
lished in 1898 for the express pmpose of
working for a Psi Upsilon charter. They
took up what was generally conceded to
be a lost cause, for efforts to get recogni
tion from the national
fratemity had been
vainly made for fuUy twenty years pre
vious. In fact, over half of the fratemities
at Berkeley today
began their existence by
striving first for the coveted membership
in Psi Upsilon, and only tumed to another
society when it was evident that they
could not break through the reserve of
this, notably the most exclusive of Ameri
can fratemities.
The new chapter at Berkeley numbers
some
unusually promising men among the
graduates and the imdergraduates, and the
high standard of these men is beheved to
have done no htde in winning the appro
bation of the national council.
.

.

.

most

sufficient for the new Chapter, was
inferior to the houses owned by the
fraternities with which the Epskon

compete. The alumni backed

had

to

the

proposition, feehng

ship

of its

own

that

house would

ovraer-

assure

it

of first rank among the fraternities on
the Berkeley campus. After plaiming
and gathering funds for several years,
the

new

home of the

Epskon was con

structed and dedicated in 1912. Situ
ated at 1815 Highland Place, where

stands, the house has an excel
lent location, being ki close proximity
it stkl

the campus, and commanding a
magnificent view that ranges from

to

Oakland to Richmond,
its

scope

San

including

Francisco,

in

Treasure

Island, the Golden Gate, the two larg
est bridges in the world, and the beau
tkul hkls of Marin

County.
by the bukding
by the War were

The debts incurred
of the House and

finally paid.

No small

measure

of

credk is due to Walter N. Gabriel '07,
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A

who has

guided the financial destiny
Epsilon Bukding Association
through many a stormy period.
At the

present time there

house

agitation

is

for either

con

a new

complete revamping of the
quite properly the ever
alumni
of
the Epskon are reluc
loyal
old

or a

one.

tant to

But

take such

steps untk condi
stable.
Through its four decades the Epsi
lon has prospered; it has become a
strong link in our haUowed chain. The
tions

the United States

About

R

S

Army,

remarkable scholastic

score

over

the past

eight years. During the "football
era" the Epsilon has numbered among its
members several AU-American players.
We reiterate that in speaking of major
or

interests such as football, there is no infer
ence that the house has
"gone athletic."
On the contrary, the activities have al

been varied, one interest merely
being foremost among many. At no time
have the brothers forgotten the primary
purpose of University attendance�studies.
Particularly, in the last few years with
fbotbaU dominating, the house has achieved
a fine scholastic record,
averaging about

years ago the definite
made to improve the

was

scholastic

standing

ranked
at

of the

near

Chapter
Epskon has

the top of the fraternities

Berkeley.
The Freshman Play,

staged entkely

by the first year men, consisting of
vaudeviUe and pantomime, and

it is stated:

standing basketbak players. In recent years
the major interest has clearly been football
along with, curiously enough, scholastic
pursuits, the house having maintained a

eight

effort that

bore fruit� ever since the

with wit and satke aimed
at the upper classes, began in the year
1904. Given every Aprk, it has per

sparkling

The campus activities of the members
have in the past been many and varied,
this in itself being instrumental in keeping
the house well-balanced. It is interesting
to note that there has
always been some
sort of major or
dominating activity at
tracting the members, and, especially, that
this interest has changed materiaUy from
time to time. For many years after the
Epsilon was estabhshed the dominating
interests were along hterary hues, i.e., de
bating, drama, journahsm, and music. But,
graduaUy sporting interests came to the
fore and for many years track, crew, and
tennis led in popidarity, along with one
brief era when the house held a few out

ways

E

are more

members have continually played a
vital part in the Ike of Alma Mater.
In The Chapter
History of The Epsi
lon of Psi Upsilon written in 1938
by
Owen McKevitt '38, now an officer in

seven

T

fourth among a total of fifty fratemities
on
the campus, and second among the
"big" houses.
AU in aU, the thirty-seven years of the
Epsilon have been highly successful, that
success
being measured we feel, by the
perpetuation of the highest standards of
feUowship, scholarship, sportsmanship, and
loyalty. And, imdemeath it aU, the basic
pride in our name of Psi UpsUon has
always been present to provide the key to
successful fraternal relations.

of the

siderable

P

petuated one of the Epskon's
standing traditions. Demanding

out
as

it

the

does several weeks of preparation,
play has a great unkying influence

on

the first year men, training them in
the traditions of Psi Upsilon to "keep
the temple walls still bright."
In the autumn of

1909, President

Wkliam Howard Taft, Beta '78, vis
ited Berkeley. He stopped too at the
old home of the Epsilon, decorated

with the National and Yale banners,
at the corner of Euclid and Le Conte,
to greet the members of the Chapter
who had assembled on the front lawn.
brief but enjoyable visit our
beloved President continued on his
way to the Greek theatre where he
After

a

addressed
RosweU

University gathering.
Gray Ham '14, President
Holyoke CoUege and since
a

of Mount
1939 a member of

Council, has written
days in the Epskon:
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Phi Beta Kappas and Golden Bears. I
hke to remember Roy A. Silent '13, roUing
majesticaUy through the halls, WUham T.
McFie '16, and the O'Melvenys, Stuart '10,
and Jack '18, the latter hammermg out
his own mode of syncopation, Norman L.

Reminiscence is hardly the normal or
der for one merely twenty-seven years out
of college, although twenty-seven or fortyseven would
perhaps be all the same to a
present race of undergraduates. The Epsi
lon was in its second decade when it
admitted me to
membership. That was in
my Junior year, a delayed action which
gave me an opportunity from my state
of "barbarism" to observe objectively some
of my
subsequent brothers and the tradi
tions of the chapter. That I had found the
Epsilon good to the sight may be deduced
from my immediate acceptance of the

to

McLaren '14, Kenneth Monteagle '16, John
L. Gamer, Jr., '16, and Robert P. EUiott

pledge.
The

at
Calffomia was then
Psi U, many of the finest vintage.
Charles Mills Gayley, Phi '78, as Chairman

UPSILON
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OF

faculty

strongly

of the English Department, was fabulous,
�a builder of the
University and of the
Chapter. He would gather us before his
great fireplace and hold forth on God, man
and the devil with a fluency and an energy
equal to that which he gave to his spir
itual forebears, the Marlowes and Websters of "Elizabethan Drama." Gayley was
frequently toastmaster at our Founders'
Days, and a guide and mentor of the
Epsilon. But he was one of many such.
Leon J. Richardson, Phi '90, of Latin fame,
helped greatly in the early drive for a
Chapter, though legend tells of that drive
being protracted for some twenty long
years until the outlanders should have
proved that they possessed some vestiges
of civihzation. It was the undergraduate
race of
John M. Eshelman '02, Fred T.
Blanchard '04, and Martin C. Flaherty '96,
who finally broke through resistance and
won
the charter, the first subsequently
Lieutenant Governor of California, before
premature death denied him the governor
ship, the latter two, among the finest
teachers of my whole experience.
When I came into the Chapter, Kenneth
L. Blanchard '14, who in 1918 lost his
Iffe in France, was head of the Chapter,
running it as energetically and at the same
time as intelligently as he managed his
ambulance unit. He was of the great race.
Among those who immediately succeeded
him were Paul E. Peabody '15, and Harcourt Hervey '16, both in a year or so
Lieutenant Colonels in the A. E. F. We
were not aU of that
stamp. Certainly for
myself I found the sudden task of direct
ing the fortunes of a college fratemity
one of the most
trying of my career. It
was
a
grand gang, but mad as march
hares. We had far more than our quota
of campus honors from football captaincies

'16-the roU can be called without difficulty
even at this distance of time and space.
I have often wondered how the rushing
technique then in vogue could achieve an
interesting house, but there it was and
there it has lasted through the years. Per
haps it is largely attributable to the seal
of Psi Upsilon; I think it traces also to the
quahty of the earhest groups. They don't
come better than the Fletchers, MacneUs
and Eshehnans. If you live m a house with
wUd tales drffting back of men making
their way around the world on a capital
of one dollar, cleaning up bad railway
situations for a whole state, brothers in the
mines of South Africa and Alaska, bankers,
lawyers, beggarmen and I hope not too
the floor
many thieves, it gives a Ifft to
and a tilt to the ceffing.
The Epsilon was a great adventure in
my hfe, short though my local experience
in its halls. Since then time has added
certain

appraisals. They

are

not

altogether

The hfe that was hved theH,
even
though everything else were cut off,
was worth the candle.
necessary.

During
nities

on

the World War the frater
Berkeley campus dis

the

played flags with a star for each mem
ber in service. Psi Upsilon is proud of
the record of the Epsilon� among the
thirty-three fraternities at Calkornia
the Epskon's flag with eighty-three
stars passed them all. Vktually the
entire Chapter volunteered, and the
House was practically closed. After
the War the difficult problem of rehabkitation was successfuky faced.
During the twenties California's
crews
gained national and interna
tional honors. The Epsilon History
records:
A noted crew figure of that early era in
California rowing was Owen E. "Oxy"
Hotle '26, who for three years as varsity
coxswain piloted and inspired Bear crews
to
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come

John B. Sawyer '02, anotiier charter
member, has been an author and dip

of the charter members, an au
thor, minister of the Wkshke Meth-

lomat of note. Frederick T. Blan
chard '02, Phi Beta Kappa, distin
guished educator and author. Profes
sor of
Enghsh at the University of

From the halls of the

Epsilon have

many who were destined to
make rich contributions to the world.
The Rev. Dr. WiUsie M. Martin '00,
one

odist Church in Los Angeles, the recipient of the degree of Doctor of

Divinity

honoris

causa

Calkornia at Los
wide

sent

During

the World War he

overseas

on

a

ter

member, spent

his

great

a

California Institute of Technology.
In the class of 1907 were-Walter
N. Gabriel, one of the Chapter's most

char

loyal

Ike in

strong link

director of many corporations, one
time President of the Los Angeles

in the chain which

binds China and the United States.
Of him the historian of the

and devoted sons; Maynard
Phi Beta Kappa, banker,

McFie,

Y. M. C. A. work in China. He be
came a

Chamber of Commerce, active in
community work; and Howard C.

Epskon

writes:

Naffziger, distinguished

Brother Service's brilliant career came
a
tragic end when he was killed by
Chinese bandits in 1925 shortly after he
had returned to this post from a several
months' visit in the United States. Thus,
service of hu
a brilliant
career in the
an imfortunate end,
to
was
manity
brought
though not until permanent and beneficial
work had been accomplished.
to

John

M. Eshleman

'02, during

his

senior year President of the Associated Students, Phi Beta Kappa, a

charter member of the

brilliant

career.

Epskon, had

a

A teacher ki Alma

of the Labor Com

Mater, a deputy
mission, later Raihoad Commissioner
for Calkomia, then Lieutenant Gov
ernor of the State, his premature

widely mourned.
The historian of the Epskon writes :
death in 1916

and

long

was

mission for the

United War Work Drive.
Robert R. Service '02, also

writing

scholarship.

been active in

work.

for his

Clinton K. Judy '03, a
charter member of the Epskon, Phi
Beta Kappa, a student at Oxford, has
been Professor of English at the

from Willa-

and Southern California, has
public and community

mette

renown

Angeles, has gained

was

Signal honors were paid Brother Eshle
by die University in 1918 when that
institution was celebrating its fiftieth aimiman

was
versary. A bronze bust of Eshleman
presented to the University by his friends.

surgeon,

au

thor and scholar. Professor of Medi
cine at the University of California,
and one-time President of the Ameri

College of Surgeons.
Sayre Macnek '08, Phi Beta Kappa,
a
prominent member of the bar and
active in its work, formerly Professor

can

Harvard, is Professor of
Equity, Loyola University of Los
of Law

at

Angeles

School of Law. Donald R.

distinguished
zoology, was
Stuart O'Melveny

Dickey '09, Beta '10,
authority
a

on

scientist of note.

'10,

is

a

a

vertebrate

leading lawyer and executive

in Southern Calkornia. Keith Vosburg

'10, Phi Beta Kappa, a student at
Oxford, recipient of the Croix de
Guerre and Croce de Guerra for his
brkliant war record, has been since
1928 Headmaster of the Catalina
Island School for Boys. George P.
Putnam '11, author and publisher, has
and dkected under the

organized
auspices
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Natural

'18, Phi Beta Kappa,

History many scientffic ex
peditions. RosweU Gray Ham '14, is
now President of Mount
Holyoke Col
lege. Harcourt Hervey '16, has had
a
distinguished military career, be
ing appointed Brigadier General of

lawyer

in Los

These

are

is

prominent

Angeles.

but

a

few of the

who have aided in the
the

a

building

Epskon, which was to be for four

The
years our westem frontier.
wik
en
laid
have
foundations they

die Line, C. N. G., in 1937. For his
during the War he received

Upsilon in the

dure; the future of Psi

the Meritorious Service Citation Cer-

realm of the Golden Gate is

the

was

Purple

awarded the Order of

The author has borrowed
Psi

Upsilon

written

by

the song that's dearest, brothers.
Nearest to the heart and true.
Rarer, fairer than all others,�
Sing of what is most Psi U.
Charles M. Gayley, Phi '78.

Chapter History of the Epsilon
suggestions have
Arthur
R.
by
Traphagen '04, Walter N.

freely from

Kelly, Jr.,

Gray

Ham

'14, Erland

University

of

May

Nearly eight years were to pass be
Upsilon added to its Chapter

roll. From the Golden Gate the

scene

shkts to the middlewest where

the Iota,

Phi, Omega, Mu and Rho
firmly planted. On May 28, 1910,
at the University of Illinois, Urbana,
111., which had been founded in 1868,
the Omicron Chapter was born, the
were

twenty-fourth jewel
crown

of

our

to be

placed

in

Order.

The

beginning of the associations,
which were to lead to the establish
of the Omicron, was in the
spring of 1903. From Emmett L. Mur

ment

a bulwark of the
Chapter as
he has been of the Fratemity, we
learn of these early days:

phy '07,

It

of

was

'23, and McClure

then that six men in the College
Class of 1906, after sev-

Engineermg,

CHAPTER

Illinois

fore Psi

the

O. Erickson

'25.

OMICRON

now

The

Owen McKevitt '38. Valuable

been made and material submitted

Gabriel '07, RosweU

secure.

Sing

Heart and the Croix de

Guerre, and has received the Medal
of Merk, C. N. G. John O'Melveny

Of

of

teen

record

tfficate,

men

eral

months

28,1910

acquaintance

shop, rooming-house

and

in

class

and

eating places,

of the
comfort of
the homes left some months earher. They
had seen the 'liome" advantages of or
ganized houses, called fratemities and
clubs, and there must be others of their
acquaintance who felt the same need of
a different
college background.
If, in a fast growing university, they had
not come to the attention of tiie existing
organizations, then too, whatever glamour
or social
preferment they might represent
held no great attraction. The objectives
of any organization of theirs, then, would
be a wider circle of intimate friends, with
increasing good fellowship and mutual
helpfulness. Ultimately there would be that
"home" in which all this might be best
accomplished and accommodated. This is
dwelt upon as being the fundamental
groundwork upon which the organization
took form and the guiding spirit which
culminated in the Omicron Chapter of Psi
Upsilon. Who shaU say that the idea of a
found

themselves

greater freedom,
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missing

some

regularity, and

"*

Omicron

Chapter House, University of Illinois. Bulk
313 Armory Avenue,
Champaign, Illinois

Omicron Installation

Group, May 28,

1910

��i'>^^ <^

in 1924

Omicron

Omicron

Chapter,

Chapter

of 1928

25th Reunion,

Omicron

Chapter

May 4,

of 1940

1935

THE

fratemity
but it
Led

connection

was

not

not in

was

thereby

CHAPTERS
ever became
public as the name of the
Club. The name Aztec perhaps can be
said to be a literary or dictionary discov
ery. The Club needed a name and the
A to Z quest yielded it within the first
letter of the alphabet. It might be noted
in passing that there was a dehberate ef
fort to avoid anything that smacked of
aping the Greek letter designations.

embryo

it

declaration.

by the energetic abihty of Harmon
Swart '06, those sis freshmen each
brought anotiier friend into the circle so
that by the close of the
coUege year in
1903 tiiere were twelve men of this one
V.

mind.

These six

were� Harmon

men

V.

Swart, W. K. Henning, George S.
Freeman, and WiUiam L. Stanrad. AU

the end of May, 1904, nineteen
had been chosen who had signed
the constitution and paid the initia

but the last two

tion fees.

G.

Pope, Dwayne
bers of

were

mystic

our

Young, June
to

R.

become mem

With the courage of youth and in
experience, the new Club leased for

band.

From the Aztec notes made
tin W; Shrader '11, we read:
Each

By

men

by Jus

five years

for close loyalty and identical
and feelings. True friendship
was to be the aim of the
organization. All
summer
tliey lived, dreamed, slept and
talked ideas.

room

house

at 606

few

a

steps

from the center of the campus on
what was at the tkne the main thor

reassembling

the

following

oughfare

burned the

same

warrn

au

tween

desire for

Club

formally
a con
organized,
stitution adopted. The records for
February 3, 1904, contaki the foUow
ing entry:

enter in

life of the

Concerning
Murphy '07,

Emmett L.

name

of the

Club,

has written:

The name Aztec proved to be an attrac
tive one, but it was without significance.
In fact it was a second choice. The name

origirially chosen, and again obviously
without significance except to show how

little the group knevs^, was "Archon." Hap
pily it was discovered that this was a tide
common in
fratemity organizations before

an

ready

was

University

to
or

of

The

of

group

nineteen

which

started the academic year of 1904-05,
was made
up of students in the classes
of

1905, 1906, and 1907. During the

first month six

members, the house
filled and the finan

twenty-five
comfortably
cial operation well in hand.

w^as

effort to

initiated.

more were

With

months internal
the

play

the autumn of 1904 the

ganization

was

^The first meeting was held in the room
Pope, Cramer and Henning in the house
on Daniel Street, second one east on the
south side from Fourth Street.

to

Illinois.

officers elected and

of

Urbana, the

was

Thus The Aztec Club

held in the various
of the group. In Februaty of
Aztec

and

important part in bringing an other
wise inconspicuous group to the at
tention of the college community.

were

1904, The

Champaign

location of this house

friendship and whose shoulders were
ready for the load of responsibkity.
Meetings

for many students trekking
classes, as wek as be

to and from

tumn, the process of choosing new
friends continued. They gathered
about diem men in whose hearts

rooms

twenty

was

sympathies

On

a

East Green Street. But

gain
organization

a

in

For

operations

some

and

an

definite

place as an
university affairs

to occupy the group.
Almost immediately The

were

Club

Aztec

to attiact attention

began
beyond the expectation

well

and deskes

of the members. But in this way a
morale was quickly built which un-
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heretofore required for
entry to the University in
regard to coUege fratemities, be omitted,
and the subject of these fratemities be
referred to the Committee on Rules.

der less

taken

That the
candidates

public scrutiny might have
much longer to establish. The

members

soon realized that Aztec
faced comparison with the older clubs

that

petitioning for Delta Kappa
Epskon,
Kappa Psi, and for
Delta Upsilon, and with three organ
izations of no earher vintage than
were

Theta, the

Club, and

Oax

the Comus Club which

were

seeking

Alpha Deka Phi, Theta Deka Chi,
and Chi Psi respectively.
With the unheralded appearance
of The Aztec Club at the opening of

college

in the autumn of

1904, there

cial sanction.
been established. The next year chap
of Phi Kappa Psi and of Delta

ters

Kappa Epsilon
to

were

had
the
existed,
previously
thought really
began to take hold within the group.
interest in the idea than

In the meantime. Professor Pickett of
the Law School, who was the guiding

Delta

Kappa Epsilon dkector of the
Sphinx petition, came dkectly to the
point by suggesting that the Aztecs
seek Psi Upsilon. The Sphinx petition
was
expected to be granted very soon,
that of the group in quest of
Kappa Psi, while the Alpha Delta

as was

Phi

Phi and Delta

Upskon petitions
along.

were

at
to

the

of national fraternities

history
University of Illinois

goes back
the resolutions of the Board of

Trustees in

ding

1876, and 1881, forbid

student to

enter

the

until he had

three

by Delta

others, and

Psi. Not untk 1911

Phi to have

chap

a

Illinois.

setting seemed auspicious for
chapter of Psi Upskon on the cam
pus of this great State University
The

where such remarkable progress was
being made. In fact that possibkity

been discussed among
the Aztecs. Indeed, there was aheady
a determination on the part of sev
had

aheady

eral that k the young Club did not
obtain a charter of Psi Upskon it

would continue to function
cal

society.

But matters

and it

slowly

1905, that the

was

not

as

lo

a

progressed

until

January,

fraternity issue came to

the fore.

By

that time the Psi

Upskon en
crystalhzed. Dr.
Moss, Pi '77, a professor

deavor had become
of

Greek, who

over

the years had
men ak too

found that Greek letter
disinterested in the

work,

University
pledged himself not to
join a fraternity. No student could be
graduated untk he had certified that
he had not belonged to any fratemity
whke in college. Later, however, in
1890, the Board of Trustees passed
the following resolution:
a

by

by Zeta
Alpha Delta

Charles M.

said to be well
The

in 1908

ki 1909

chapter of some fraternity. It is
probable that due to the curiosity
of outsiders gradually generating
greater

installed, which

was

a

a

were

be followed in 1905

Upskon,

undercurrent of campus be
lief that it had been formed to secure
an

eleven fraternities had

1903

By

ter at

was

pledge

^r

Since that date societies have had offi

for Phi

Aztec-Pi
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was

Illinois

subject

of his life

then the sole Psi U

faculty.

encouragement

on

the

At first not too much
was

to

be

found

within his sanctum, but before long
he became an ardent, k conservative,

supporter, contributing,

as an

act

of

faith and interest, a son who was one
of the first petitioners, Charles T.
Moss '07.
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In

January, 1905, two Aztecs jour
neyed to nearby Danville to seek the
of the next closest resident

support

member of Psi

Upsilon.

Dr.

Stephen

Glidden, Phi '93. Emmett L. Mur
phy '07, one of the two, records:
C.

A reception of warm
encouragement and
cooperation by a personality uiat left no

doubt that the quest

In

February

the Phi
Aztec
to

was

worth while.

Dr. Glidden wrote to

espousing

in

warm

terms the

and

asking his Chapter
investigate its forthcoming peti
cause

tion.
It

was

while

following

the

course

suggested by Dr. Glidden that,
through the good offices of Professor
Pickett, the Aztec Club was brought
to the attention of Dr.
Augustus F.
Xi
in
the
'66,
Nightingale,
spring of
1905. Of him Emmett L. Murphy '07,
writes:
Dr.

Nightingale,

an

educator of

high

rank, had been President of the Board of
Trustees, University of Illinois in 1901,
and was stiU actively associated in its
affairs. Of him much might be most de
servedly written in connection with the
success of the Aztec Club in
seeking a
chapter of Psi Upsilon. Of high repute as
an educator, with an
especial University of
lUinois background; beloved of Psi U men
everywhere; he was an unceasing advocate
of the Aztec cause. How much he smoothed
the path can be known but to a few. But
he did more than that. A frequent visitor,
he brought good advice for the conduct
and hving of the moment; told of the
ideals men should have and how they had
been given expression in Psi Upsilon; held
out the goal that only through living up
to these ideals could Psi U be gained;
adjured that only by their observance
could Psi Upsilon be maintained. With all
due deference to the many Psi U friends
of Aztec days. Dr. Nightingale unques
tionably was its chief source of encourage
ment in the face of discouragement, its
very inspiration. The debt of the Omicron
is everlasting. Without him it might not

have

come

to

pass.

point, the history is one
of steady expansion of Psi U ac
quaintance. Any petitioning body
from the University of Ikinois must
from obvious necessity earn the con
From this

fidence of the Psi U alumni in the
middle west, largely centered at that
time in Chicago, as well as the com

of the

An interest in the

Fraternity

led not

graduate members
to

middle-western

the

of

radeship
Chapters.

a

growth

few of its

to visit the Aztecs

for themselves whether the
of others who had been

see

judgment

convinced that the petitioners merited
a

charter

was

correct. From time to

time the Aztecs sent

visiting delega

did the Chapters. Emmett L.
Murphy '07, made a tour of the Phi,
Omega, Iota, Mu, and Rho.

tions

as

In the

request

spring of 1906 and at
petitioners, the

of the

the
Psi

Upsilon Alumni Association of the
Northwest, with headquarters in Chi
cago,
tion

sent

a

committee of

investiga

composed of Frederick W. Mehl-

Phi '88, Fariin H. BaU, Rho '95,
and Herbert P. Zimmerman, Omega
'01. After a thorough canvas of the
faculty and of the existing fraterni
ties, this Committee's report was such

hop.

that the Association

unanimously en
a
chapter

dorsed the establishment of
at the

University

Aztec Club

as

the

of Illinois, with the

recipient.

In the interval the five mid-western

and
Rho�had given their endorsement.
The Aztec Club thereupon presented
its first formal petition to Psi Upsilon
at the 1906 Convention held with the

Chapters� Iota, Phi, Omega, Mu,

Beta Beta. This

petition, signed by

twenty-four members of the local
Club, contained a history of the
group, the

University, and was ac
companied by letters from the several

ANNALS

deans, and from Charles M. Moss, Pi
'77, Harry T. Nightingale, Phi '95, the
son

of

'66, an instructor in Histoty; Hemy
Waller, Omega '04, a special student;

prominent mid-westalumni� Francis W. Kelsey, Up

and from other
em

silon '80, Luther L. Mills, Phi '69,
Augustus F. Nightingale, Xi '66,
H.

MiUer, Phi '68,

C.

Humphrey
Judge Harry Higbee, Beta '75, Sidney
C. Eastman, Phi

'73, Frederick

L.

Bliss, Phi '77, Matthew MiUs, Beta '00,
President Herbert Welch, Xi '87, of
Ohio Wesleyan University, and Dr.

Stephen

C.

Glidden, Phi '93.

It

was

stated:
The Club has recently pmchased two
the cam
very choice lots just across from
build a per
pus, upon which it intends to
manent club house upon the expiration
of the lease on its present quarters.

The

petitioners, prepared

for

pect.

the entire

Fraternity.
The 1907 petition was less formal,
but no less sincere. By that tkne it
realized that the road

the diamond

badge

was

leading

not to

be

to
a

The mid-western

Chapters,
whose approval was vital, stood by
their earlier judgments, but among
short

one.

the alumni in the

developed

some

same

which the Club voted unanimously.
In the early spring of 1908, Walter

CoUins, Iota '03, accompanied John
H. Craig '07, on a visk to the Eastem

T.

Chapters

section there

doubt, k not opposi
appointment in

tion. This led to the

Febmary of 1908 by the Psi U Club
of Chicago of a committee of three
who were chosen because they were
very definitely opposed to the Aztec
petition. Josiah MacRoberts, Phi '86,
Wkliam Beye, Rho '02, and John R.
Bensley, Chi '00, representing the
then Psi Upskon Club of Chicago, ac
cording to the record.

in order to stimulate inter

est in the Aztec

In his

cause.

of the Omicron James
Jr., '38, writes:

F.

History

Donahue,

of any organization there
names of a few indi
the
always appear
viduals on whose shoulders has rested the
and
greater part of the responsibihty
through whose efforts the goal of the group
has been reached. Of this type are John
"Scrubby" Craig '07, and Walter T. Col
lins, Iota '03. Then trip to the Eastem
Chapters which they made between the
dates of Febmary 8, 1908, and March 7,
1908, was the determining factor in the
admission of the Aztec Club into Psi
In the

history

Upsilon.
In

un

favorable action, received more en
couragement than they had dared ex
The Aztec Club was now before

was

a very careful and thorough report,
endorsed the petition unqualifiedly for im
mediate favorable action

Gave

Xi

Nightingale,

F.

Augustus

UPSILON

SI

OF

May

the

petition

was

presented

to the 1908 Convention held with the

Delta, the seventy-fifth anniversary
Fraternity. It again failed, but

of the

by
by

a narrower

margin, being ratffied

all but the Lambda and the Tau.
At the 1909 Convention held with

the

Omega in May of that year, the
petition passed the Convention

Aztec

and all that

was

needed

was

ratffica

proceeded vety slowly. But
the confidence of the petitioners was
growing as is indicated by ckculars
sent to thek alumni. A special letter

tion. This

of November 8, 1909, suggested the
organization of an Alumni Associa
tion:
that the influence of the alumni,
which is at present greatly diversified,
would be concentrated within a imit, which
in turn would be instrmnental in shaping
the future policy and destiny of our fra
temity; and that, by this means the preser
vation of our traditions would be insured.
From the standpoint of the active chapter
the benefits are seff-evident.

believing
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February 23, 1910, records :

Hanley, Jr., Gerald Clark Smith,
Harold Sydney Fielder, and Justin Winfred Shrader.
Francis

The

vote of ratification has
only re
been called for, and it is
practicaUy
certain that we will receive a favorable
vote from aU
except Columbia. Regarding
die latter chapter a vote was to have been
taken several days ago, the result of which
we have not as
yet leamed.

cendy

'

And

a

Our

.

fratemity campaign
Mr. H. L.

is

progressiag

Bridgman

.

.

.

and Walter T. Collins are, as usual, work
ing hard for us, and with such men enhsted in our cause, we fail to see
anything
before us but success.

Not untk

Aprk 26, 1910,

was

The

Aztec Club informed that all of the
Chapters had voted favorably on its
At long last its
about to be achieved. On

petition.

May 28, 1910,
Gamma

Herbert L.

'66, and Earl

D.

goal was
Saturday,
Bridgman,

Babst,

Iota-

Phi
ter

'93, instaUed the Omicron Chap
and initiated the charter members.

Fokowing the inkiatoty rites was a
faculty reception; and in the eve
ning a memorable banquet. Brothers
Bridgman and Babst v^rote to the
Executive Counck as of May 31,
1910:

respectfuUy report, that in accord
with the Constitution of the Fra
temity and Resolution of the Council, May
16, 1910, we initiated at Champaign, 111.,
Saturday, May 28, 1910, tiie 43 petitioners
in the University of lUinois into the Fra
We also record our conviction
temity.
that in personnel and environment the new
chapter is of exceptional promise and that
We

ance,

.

die
its

.

.

Fratemity

may be

congratulated

on

acquisition.
In the archives of the Executive

telegram sent to Herbert
Bridgman by Charles T. Moss '07:

Council is
L.

a

names of charter mem
Fulton Daniel Zhnmerman,
WUham Alexander Pegram, Edwin Harris
Waggoner, Richard Woleben BardweU,
Christian Harrison Solfisburg, Charles Wal
lace Graham, Max Wesley Kegley, Thomas

Following
bers-George

are

privileged
mond

to

badge

the coveted dia

wear

of

our

Order.

The

littie later:

slowly but nicely.

At that time many of the pioneers of
the Psi Upsilon movement became

Daily Illini for May 29, 1910,
carries the following account:
A reception to President James and the
Deans of the CoUeges was held at the
chapter house at four-thirty in the after

The installation banquet was held
Beardsley in the evening. Among
the visiting members of the fratemity pres
ent were Dr. A. F. Nightingale, Mr. S. R.
Smith, and Mr. W. T. CoUins of Chicago.
The faculty members present were Pro
fessor C. M. Moss and Mr, H. T. Night
ingale. The men who were initiated into
the fratemity are J. A. Craig, A. C. Cromer,
O. E. Staples, Jay Briggs, C. W. Briden-

noon.

at

the

tiial, L. H. Bremer, L. J. Dykes, H. E.
Ercanbrack, C. P. Fletcher, F. L. Gibbs,
R. S. Isaacson, N. H. Jacobson, C. T. Moss,
H. H. Morgan, R. R. McDoweU, G. S.
Pope, R. E. Taylor, H. E. Wilson, Fred
erick Green, F. H. Rankin, G. F. Zimmer
man, W. A. Pegram, E. H. Waggoner, R.
W. BardweU, C. W. Graham, H. F. Gonnerman, H. S. Fielder, J. W. Shrader, G.
H. Solfisbmg, T. F. Hanley, Jr., M. W.
Kegley, G. C. Smith, H. A. Acer, H. O.
Bock, P. N. Chase, O. M. Henn, S. B.
McFadden, F. X. McGratii, G. B. Rich
mond, R. C. Rottger, E. B. Shinn, B. C.
Snider, and E. L. Mmphy.

The Omicron born on May 28, 1910,
has had four hundred and twenty
members, of whom three hundred

and

eighty-one are alive today. This
youthful Chapter, now but thkty-one
years old, has held one memorable
Convention of the Fratemity in 1931,
has contributed Alfred Hammond
Morton

'19,

to

our

The foundation

Executive Council.

was

laid; the task

re

mained of erecting thereon a stiucture that would be of credit to our

great Fraternity.
of

297

The next two decades were years
steady advancement. The Chapter

ANNALS

became

and

more

OF

the two lots acquired for chapter house
have a
pmposes. The Alumni, however,
alumni association of
voluntary
separate
which H. E. WUson of Peoria, lU., is Presi
dent, O. E. Staples of Urbana, lU., Treas
Graham, of Urbana,
urer, and C. W.

important

more an

factor in the life of Illinois. The Omi
cron feels, and
justly so, that it has
contributed much to the
ment

of Alma Mater� its

build the great

helped to
of today.
From

1910,

develop
sons

have

Secretary.

University

The Alumni Association is devoting its
efforts exclusively to a building fund, and
has not assumed any
up to the present
other relation to the chapter.
Each member dming his freshman year
signs ten notes of $10 each, to the order
of the buUding fimd, payable within the
ten years, one note falling due

letter of December 15,
learn that the first payment

a

we

had been made

on

.

the lot in Urbana.

February 12, 1911, President William
Howard Taft, Beta '78, visited Urbana
and

Champaign.

UPSILON

PSI

.

.

succeeding
annually.
The Chapter
.

.

.

does not lack in the deshable talent of student-lffe, which is evi
dent from the fact that it has not lost a
bid during the rushing year.

The records state:

Volume One, Number one of the
Omicron Owl which appeared in
July, 1919, carried the following ac
count:

Omicron House

of

About the first of September 1918, the
Psi Upsilon House was taken over by the
University Trustees as cadet barracks for
the student Army Training Corps of the
U. S. army.
During the time the house was occupied

1910

.

Brother Charles W. Graham was intro
duced to the President while on the re
viewing stand, and they exchanged the
grip in hearty fashion.

January 30, 1911, by
Snyder '13, to Earl D.

Babst Iota-Phi '93, who had aided in
the installation of the Omicron, said:
we are in
good shape. We
have laid the foundation for a new Chap
ter-house by acquiring desirable lots, and
a fund with that
by
portion
of our income that was formerly devoted
The futmre
to obtaining a charter.
ahead of us is bright, and with Psi U
ideals ever before us, it is our aim to
strengthen the tie of the "diamond fetters"
between ourselves and the other chapters.

Earl D.

Articles of

Upsilon
rectors

E. L.

in the

incorporation for the Alumni

Chapter of Psi
taken out July 9th. The di
include brothers N. Jacobson '06,
were

Murphy '07,

Hayne '18,
are

E. L.

and N.

R. B. Foster

Utiey

W. E.

'17,

W. E.

'18. The officers

Murphy, president,

secretary, and

R. A. Foster,

Hayne,

treasurer.

In the autumn of 1924 the Omicron

.

Babst, Iota-Phi '93,

in

Association of the Omicron

estabhshing

.

the

The Omicron Owl continues:

Financially,

.

.

chapter rented temporary
the Harvard apartments,
used for meetings and a club suite and
lounging headquarters. This arrangement
proved satisfactory under the circumstances.
by the army,
headquarters

A letter of

Brainerd C.

.

moved into its new home, 313 Armory
Avenue, on the southwest corner of
Fourth Street and Armory. At the
time of the instaUation the

report to the Council of his visit to
the Omicron, early in 1914, stated:
The Chapter itseff has been incorporated
under the laws of lUinois and holds in fee
298

Chapter

House had been at 606 East Green
Street. Later

a move was

made to 410

East Green Street. The Diamond for

November, 1924, records:
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Delta Delta Chapter House, Williams College. Built in 1926
site of former house, Williamstown, Massachusetts

Delta Delta 25th Reunion,

May 7,

1938

on

THE
The

mass

develop

and outline of the

CHAPTERS

buUding

ter

natural, rather than contrived

a

hne and proportion, and
of features to their pur
apparent throughout the build

are

to

the

ing.
The front is dominated by two large
chimneys and centered between them on
the axis of the lot and circle is the main
entrance of stone. This feature rises to a
height above the second story window
siUs, where it is topped by the Ancient
Owl, and because it is symbolic, it be
comes the main feature of the exterior of
the building.
The materials used chiefly for the walls
are a
rough textured brick which will be
treated with a special whitewash. The
window hntels are of stone, as are also the
porch piers of the living porch on the
south.
The Committee of loyal alumni whose
hard work has made possible this splendid
and unique addition to our chapter houses
deserve a very considerable expression of
appreciation. Under their direction the
funds were coUected and the plans were
drawn by an eminent architect of Chicago.
The speed with which the house was com
pleted is further testimony of the abihty of
this committee. We could not neglect to
mention the generosity of the alumni of
the Omicron who have made it possible
to erect this fine new monument to Psi
UpsUon. These tangible aspects of love
for the fratemity give expression to those
finer sentiments which most of the time do
not appear to the pubhc eye, and while
Psi Upsilon does not advocate the build
ing of unduly expensive chapter houses it
.

.

of Ikinois. Its sons
eminence and success

University

have
to Psi

brought
Upskon and the Omicron. Dean

.

does take pride in
ates weU housed.

having

its

undergradu

Omicron House

Jubkee, marking
twenty-five years as an integral part
of Psi Upskon, twenty-five years of
which the Omicron can justiy be
proud. Eighty-three Psi U's attended
celebrated ks Silver

the ceremonies at which the Presi
dent of the University spoke. The
Omicron

sented

a

Association pre
bronze plaque to the Chap
Alumni

1912

pioneer work of Professor Charles
Moss, Pi '77, and Dr. Augustus

Nightingale, Xi '66, wkl always

M.
F.

abide

in the memory of the Omicron.
It is impossible here to mention all

of the

through

of the Omicron who
the years have been its de

sons

loyal supporters. Emmett
Murphy '07, Frankhn T. Kegley

voted and
L.

'08, Harmon

May 3, 4, 1935, the Omicron

of

Fred H. Rankin '87, and Professor
Frederick Green '89, did much to
bukd the Chapter of today. The

V. Swart

bulwarks of the
On

the front out

The Omicron is a young Chapter,
but its foundations have been care
fully laid. Today k stands at the head
of the fraternities on the campus of

right adaptation
poses

to

side wall of the house.

picturesqueness. The style shows the same
spirit which animated the Sixteenth Cen
tury Englishman, when he built in native
style and period. Precisely the same care
ful attention

which is affixed

'06, have been

Chapter. Roy E. Tay

lor '07, George S. Pope '06, Harrison
F. Gonnerman '08, Hal E. Ercanbrach
'09, Richard W. BardweU '10, Charles

'10, Cyrus W. Bridentiial
'11, Roger S.
'11, Justin
Fielder '11,
S.
Harold
Isaacson '11,
Thomas F. Hanley '12, Joseph H.
Checkley '13, RusseU C. Rottger '13,
Harold H. Egan '14, Cassius P.
Fletcher '14, prominent in diplomacy,

W. Graham

299

W. Shrader
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Daniel F.

Dolan

scholars; C. Lyman Emerich '32,

Comstock '15, Burtis J.
John L. McKeovra '15, fa

'15,

Olympic hurdler,
among
early builders of the Omi
cron.
They were followed by Vernon
W. Behel, Jr., '16, Christian R. Gross
'17, prominent diplomat. Earl W.
Anderson '18, of the faculty of Ohio
State University, Francis C. Hardie
'18, Nelson M. Utley '18, Alfred H.

mous

were

the many

Barrett

prepared

to

bright jewel

name

but

a

few.

in

No sadness e'er

our
can

fraternal
enter

crown.

here,

smiles upon us aU the year;
While hand in hand like brothers true.
We faithful stand to old Psi U.
Oscar Kuhns, Xi '85.

Joy

The Omicron has had its share of

a

'28,

The Omicron's foundations have
been well laid; its future is secure, a

'19, of the Radio Corporation
of America, and many others.

suggestions made by Frederick Green '89,

Murphy '07, and James F. Donahue, Jr.,
History of the Omicron.

Emmett L.

a

lawyer in Chicago, who was a Rhodes
Scholar; great athletes, such as John
L. McKeown '15, John C. Depler '21,
Charles R. Carney '22, and Tracy S.

Morton

Material has been submitted and

UPSILON

PSI

OF

'38. The latter in 1937

short

CHAPTER

DELTA

DELTA

May

Williams College

7, 1913

early years
of our Order the Beta, Sigma, Gamma,
Zeta and Kappa had been founded.

brief. In 1793 the Legislature
granted to the trustees a charter for
a
college, in the hope that Massachu
setts would become "the Athens of

More than

the United States of America."

The

scene now

England where

shifts back to New

during the

after the

sixty-two years

first efforts to obtain

a

been made, Williams

College, Wkto become the

liamstovwi, Mass.,

was

twenty-fifth Chapter
7,

charter had

of Psi

There the Delta Delta

was

was

Upskon.
May

bom

In the
tem at

so common

and

and Free School in

Williamstown" had, on October 20,
1791, opened its doors under the

guidance

of

a

preceptor from Yale,

Money setded by
Ephraim Wkhams, funds
from a lottery, and subscriptions from
tovTuspeople made it possible to erect
Ebenezer Fitch.
Colonel

in 1791 the

West

tory.

scholarly

In 1833

Academy

bukding now known as
College, stkl used as a dormi

But the

career

of the Free School

pattern

elsewhere. Informal clubs
societies filled

a

social

need.

1913.

"The

beginning the fraternity sys

Wkliams fokowed the

a

group of

undergraduates

obtain a charter
of Phi Beta Kappa from the Union
chapter which had been established

went to

old Union

in 1817. But the

to

golden key

was

not

to appear on the Wkhams Campus till
the year 1864. Because the Alpha of
Union could not charter a group from

another state, the Wkliams students
returned with a charter of Kappa

Alpha. The next year a local society.
Phi Alpha, joined Sigma Phi. But no

800

THE

CHAPTERS

did these secret societies
ap
than
intense opposition devel
pear
oped on the campus. In November,

Seven of the

1834, members of the three lower
classes formed the Equitable Frater

Delta Phi, which

sooner

nity

to combat the evils of secret

cieties.

of

Feeling

opposition,

ran

high,

but in

so

spite

Greek letter societies

continued to grow. In 1842 Chi Psi
established a chapter, to be followed
Ul

by

1847

by

Beta Theta Pi, and in 1848

Zeta Psi.

original petition, signed by ten per
sons
including Henry Reed Stiles,
Delta '52, was presented to the Delta
on
Februaty 11, 1850. From The
Branch of The Psi Upsilon we learn
diat:
The Delta agreed to become sponsors
for the petitioners and at once sent out
letters to the other chapters requesting
their consent to the WiUiams chapter. It
was with sorrow that news was received
of the rejection of the project by more
than one chapter, among them being the
Beta. Without loss of time a second peti
tion was sent to the Delta, and again by it
The petisubmitted to the chapters.
tioii ( Was rejected ) by the Lambda on
the ground tiiat there were a sufficient
nmnber of Eastem Chapters and that a
Soudiem Chapter would be preferable.
Word also was received of the rejection of
the petition a second time by the Beta.
The Delta deemed a chapter at Wilhams
a most
advantageous step for The Frater
nity and could not comprehend the atti
tude of the other chapters. Believing that
of enlightenment and
they were
.

capable

.

.

the Wilhams' petitioners,
had espoused, it was seri
to
constitute the petitioners
ously proposed
a branch of the Delta, and in that way
bring them withm the fold imtil such
time as The Fratemity recognized them as
entitied to an independent chapter. Wiser
counsel prevailed, however, and matters
were left to take their constitutional comse.
Stiles writes in a letter dated March 8,
1902 that the petitioners had belonged to
a
chapter of Beta Theta Pi.

loyalty

whose

to

cause

on

soon

absorbed the
of

rapidly diminishing membership
Beta Theta Pi.
In 1853 Deka Psi took

over

the

chapter of Zeta Psi, and in 1855
Delta Kappa Epsilon entered Wil

local

liams.

Throughout this period the opposi
Equitable Fraternity to
secret societies was dying slowly. In
1858 it became the mother chapter
of Delta Upskon, which chapter was

tion of the

The first request for a charter of
Psi Upskon was made in 1850. The

in

petitioners subsequently
July 9, 1851, charter mem
bers of the Wilhams Chapter of Alpha
became

it

dissolved in 1863.
Not until about

wards

were

twenty years after

conditions favorable
of activities

the

on

to

the

resumption
part of former or new houses. In the
intervening period six societies held
sway

the campus�Kappa Alpha,
Phi, Chi Psi, Alpha Delta Phi,

on

Sigma

Delta Psi and Delta Kappa Epskon.
During this period, in the year

1874, the second attempt
a

of Psi

chapter
rejected,

was

port of

a

Upsilon

to

estabhsh

at

Williams

this tkne upon the re
committee of the Gamma

Chapter, to whom inquky about the
proposal had been committed in 1873.
The need for new fraternities was
becomkig felt� in 1880 the original
but short-lived Wkhams chapter of

Phi Gamma Delta was established,
followed the next year by the return
of Zeta Psi, and two years later by
that of Delta

Upsilon�now

a

non-

secret instead of an anti-secret so
ciety. In 1886 Phi Delta Theta in
stalled a chapter ki Williamstown and

in 1891 Theta Deka Chi foUowed

suit.

In 1898 Francis S.

'78, the

Bangs,

Lambda

of the Executive

Secretary
Council, received a letter dated

De-
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financed; had the loyal support of
large and growing groups of alumni;

cember 11, from Isaac H. Vrooman,
Jr., Wkhams '99, stating that there "is

and year after year

foot here to

apply for
a
of
Psi
and
chapter
Upsilon,"
asking
for advice concerning the presenta
a

movement

tion of the

by

presence of
Prior to

A copy of the re
Herbert L. Bridgman,

tempts
form

is in the archives of the

Gamma

'66,
Council, but
records that

done

on

a

this

century,

of the number of societies

in

by
legacies.

1911, the three futke
1850, 1874, and 1898
of Psi

Upskon

at

the
at
to

Wk

to estabhsh any
one chief ob
remained
groups
all
of
in
the
stacle
petitioners.
path

spite

on

aided in the

members

numerous

chapter

in

nity

attempt.
At the turn of the

m

new

were

liams had been diverted. The vidse
and conservative pohcy of the Frater

it appears from these

nothing was

for

campaigns

petition.

written

ply,

on

UPSILON
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hesitating

new

the

dred of the three hundred and

fifty

students

Not

Although lack of representation in
this outstanding college of New Eng
land was widely regretted throughout

fra

the

Williams

only

Campus,

less than two hun

belonged to fraternities.
the need felt for

was

ternities, but for

fraternity

a

new

the

to revive

more

kind of

competition

which in the past had been so healthy.
In order to meet the problem, a local

fraternity

and non-frater

nity alumni eager to support an order
which should be chiefly interested in
scholarship and to which it would be
possible for impecunious students to
belong. Then came the Phi Society,
which in 1906 received
Phi

Sigma Kappa.
spring of

In the

organization, the
was

a

Delta Delta

local

Society,

formed with the express
securing a charter of Psi

secretly

purpose of

Upsilon. But it was not the only seeker
after

our

Order. The

ber

previous Decem

Zeta

Alpha
Alpha, changing its
platform, sought the support of its
alumni in its quest for Psi Upsilon.
Thus by 1910 there were on the
Williams campus eleven prominent
Greek letter fraternities and one very

important
nities

and

local

were

for

liams to

compete on the basis of
with the societies that were

society.

These frater

aU housed in comfortable

substantial homes;

were

weU

a

new

ternity picture. In 1909 Hemy Wol
cott ToU '09, a member of Kappa
Alpha, the son of Charles H. Toll,
'72, and brother of Charles H.
ToU, Psi '04, and Roger W. ToU,
Lambda '06, first began to cherish the
Psi

charter of

a new

considered im
chapter at Wil

was

possible

ambition of

chapter
1911

it

equality
strongly established.
Fortunately one alumnus was more
optimistic in his appraisal of the fra

society. Alpha Zeta Alpha, was estab
hshed in 1902, with strong backing
from both

Fraternity,

founding

of his father's

at

WiUiams

Fraternity.

of the best-liked and most
men

of his

generation,

a

One

respected

he felt that in

non-fraternity group (then about
forty per cent of the student body)
were men who were
qualified to form
a
splendid nucleus for a chapter of
Psi Upsilon. That same autumn an
the

other

brother, Oliver

W. Toll

'13,

en

tered Wkliams. Action started. David
C. Naramore

'13,

in

tion from another

spite of an invita
society, was en

listed.

They then fortuitously ap
proached Edward H. Wkliams, III,
'13, the son of the distinguished Ed
ward H.
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father of the Eta, a young man who
had rejected invitations from several

freshmen had all asked for

of the

in which to think

On

ing
of

It

fraternities.

outstanding
Sunday, March 5, 1911, a meet

made

Williams, Daniel C. Gittings,
and Roderick MacLeod '13, attended.
more,

The chief business transacted

Donald S.

Lucien D.

possible
Mackay, Jr., '14,

'14, Malcolm C. Sherwood
'13, and Rudok Van Hoevenberg '14,
were
favorably acted upon, and mem
were

assigned

to

approach

favoring
Upsilon.

Williams described them "as among
the first ten of thek class." In a letter
written that

to

ask the Conven

night
plan to

tion to send

tigate

representatives to inves
petitioners.

forming

meeting

This,

of his

own

Gamma

Bridgman,

'66,

a

letter from

Bridgman telling

between

Henry

on

he and his mother had
Huntoon house which

funds,

posal

of Psi

Upsilon

purchased the
was

on

at

in New

dents in Wkliamstown and
I have

manner

certainly

an

enthusiastic
now

and

vigorous-

for a confer
the Council
of
ence, the President
suggested the foUowing Satiirday.
In

reply

to

a

request

on

property

the
was

Jerome W. Brush, Jr., '39, in his
History of The Delta Delta Chapter
of Psi Upsilon written in 1941, and

exists. I talked with Pros.

Garfield this moming for nearly two homs,
and he will give his opinion to you as to
the members of this group whom he
knows, ff you care to ask him.

in which the

pledged.

underclassmen who are to apply for a Psi
U charter. What seems to me a strong�

organization

the dis

the most fa

vorable terms. The Counck had inforiried him that the future course
would largely depend upon the stu

York:

just returned from four days in
WiUiamstovra where I have been trying to
help in the organization of a group of

of the

W. Toll and

March 11, 1911. At
that time Mr. Toll announced that
the Council

Henry W. Toll was arranging to sup
ply, who that day wrote to Herbert
L.

of the

impressions

He received

Herbert L.

for

suitable house which would be
essential to enable the group to com
pete successfully with the other fra
out

them of the movement and

petitioners.

a

temities.

the movement for Psi

of his favorable

Hall where they were told more about

plans

records.

wars, and, as he had done thkty years
before in Bethlehem, took the lead in
writing to the various Chapters in

the Williams

society

plan.

Outside forces then became active.

his father he

and also about

time

That

Professor Williams returned to the

March 6, 1911, the freshmen were
conducted to Toll's room in Currier
the

outstanding

as

them.

told of the

more

Wkliams, Beta '72, re
plied with cautious enthusiasm, ad
vising all the men to keep thek ov\ti
counsel without fak, which was done.
President Harry A. Garfield, a mem
ber of Alpha Delta Phi, was reported

Pearson

bers

the

Professor

was

freshmen.

over

March 9, 1911, the five sopho
mores decided to consider a select
number of upperclassmen who had

held to discuss the formation
local society. Ohver Toll, Nara

the discussion of

then ascertained that the

night,

was

a

was

from which the author has borrowed

freely,

says:

On this Huntoon property, as it was
called, there was a commodious frame
house, which had been used as a summer
home and had sleeping and study accom
modations for sixteen men. It stood on a
slight eminence on the rear of an eleven-
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lot and commanded a view of beauti
ful Berkshire scenery, unequaled
by that
from any other house in Williamstown. The
groimds were attractively laid out with
trees and
shrubbery.
Without doubt, this was one of the best
pieces of property then available in Wil
liamstown for fratemity purposes. Its only
disadvantage was that it was isolated from
other fratemity houses, which were and
still are for the most part ranged along
Main Street. The only available lot was a
small one with about eighty-foot frontage,
which was owned by the college and could
only be secured on the basis of a longterm lease. At that time the available lots
on Main Street seemed to be
merely sec
ond-best locations. There was nothing
second-best about the Huntoon property,
as far as actual
physical attiactiveness was
concemed. The only question was the mat
ter of distance and location.
acre

Herbert L.
sor

Wkliams

college,
ates

Bridgman
were

were

most

and Profes

undergradu

replied to a
Bridgman that he
chapter of Psi Upsilon

in Wkliamstown.

In

the

meetings
petitioners continued.

on

ton, and Wkhams.
The members of the Delta Delta
were disturbed to find on April. 2,

stiong local society, Alpha

that the
Zeta

Alpha,

with about

one

hundred

alumni, had also petitioned for
charter of Psi
called

Upskon.

meeting,

At

attended

a

hurriedly
by Stephen
a

'11, Professor ToU, Psi '04,

G. Kent

told of the

Alpha

Zeta

Alpha's peti

college ckcles; its members had to
approach the dehcate situation with
care. The
many friends of Alpha Zeta
Alpha and thek alumni began to put
pressure

on

the Executive Counck of

constitution and

vvTote

by

ation?

From the Delta Delta's historian
we

learn:

This latest suggestion

in Williamstown

laws ratffied.

strengthened by

From the outset the extreme loyalty

and valuable advice of Charles H.

Toll, Psi '04, a member of the Amherst

faculty, were vital factors
Upsilon at Wkliams.

in

placing

Psi

On the advice of Professor WiUiams

the

"Sigma
Sigma." A petition to the Council was
being prepared. The replies to the
name

Professor Williams:

possibihty of a combina
accomphsh what
you would desire (a Psi Upsilon chapter
at WiUiams) without an embarrassing situ

Southworth Street, where the next
few meetings were held. Officers

adopted

sent

Is there any

of secrecy, Gittings rented a
room in his former
rooming place, 17

the group

was

tion of forces that would

sity

a

petition

Aprk 1, 1911, to the Counck, signed
by the three officers, ToU, Welling

Counck,

Wickes '12, outstanding upperclass
men, were added. Due to the neces

elected,

a

Upskon. Aprk 8, 1911, George S.
Coleman, Xi '76, Secretary of the

of

Charles K. McFarhn '12, Lawrence C.
Wellington '12, and Francis C.

were

that

Psi

meantime

the Williams

name

in

desirable. President

Garfield of Wkhams
a

that

by

yet, the formation of the
Delta Delta Society being unknoviTi

letter of Brother
would favor

Professor Wkhams
were not unfavorable. At a meeting
on March 29, the name was changed
to "Delta Delta," and it was under
letters written

tion. As

satisfied that the

its alumni and

UPSILON

PSI

senior to its
son, Pearson

on

was

AprU

10

yet known
when, aheady

not

the addition of another

ranks, Charles Thorn Dickin
'14, pledged himseff to Delta

Delta. This day wUl also be especially re
membered as the one which brought the
group Frank Hoyt Wood, Pi '91, for the
first time. No chapter has had, nor could
have had, a more loyal, perservering friend
than Professor Wood was to the Delta
Delta Society and Delta Delta of Psi

Upsilon.
No

sooner

Clinton (he
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Hamilton College) than a letter was re
ceived the next moming from Professor
WiUiams, which mformed us of the neces
sity of amalgamating widi die Alpha Zeta
Alphas, Professor Wilhams throughout
valuing the perfect harmony of the chap
ters of Psi Upsilon more than the
placing
of one at Williams College. As a matter of
fact he was ready to advocate the
rejection
of both petitions rather than
precipitate an
open fight on the floor of the convention,
and amalgamation was his
compromise
proposal. In great haste a meeting was
caUed

at

It contained an endorsement of the
President of Williams. Professors Wil
liams, Wood, and Toll rendered val
iant service in

his father

part: "Cannot

in

saying

combine.

WiU
."

remain

.

.

.

Alpha

sent

in WiUiamstovwi had informed Delta Delta
that it would be recommended, and most
not

Much had

Alpha

Zeta

happened

Alpha.

Beta '78:

Certainly

coUege that may
Psi UpsUon.
of
chapter

WiUiams is

weU maintain

a

a

original petitioners
'11; Mc

and Kent

delegate

vention held in
was

delegates
Owing to

from

and Wickes '12;

Narmore, Toll,

to

the 1911 Con

Portland, Me., May

accompanied by two
Alpha Zeta Alpha.

its very brief existence, the
committee on petitions thought it

best not to recommend the

petition

the Chapters that year, although a
bare majority of the referring group
might have been secured. The peti
to

tion of

jected,

Zeta

Alpha

no reason

Alpha was
being given.

re

The members of Delta Delta had
not

hoped

year. Plans

to

gain

were

a

to

charter in the

be made for the

1912 convention to be held with the

Lambda. The Lambda and the Tau
were as
yet noncommittal. Professors
Toll and Williams betook themselves

Chapters. During this period
Professor John H. Hewitt, Beta '59,
one time
acting president of the col
Frank Goodrich, Beta
Professor
lege.
L. Taylor, Psi
Robert
Professor
'80,
F.
Carter, Beta
'82, and the Rev. John
to these

ther the

cause

of the

1911; Gittings '13, did

college

in

the

to

fur

petitioners.

Dickinson and Kent

Chapters
petition.

favored the
"Ckcular No. 2" was sent out. It
quoted President Wkham Howard

undoubtedly

charter.

'88, the local pastor, did much

in less than

tw^o months� a number of

Taft,

a

24-26. He

.

excitement

emphatically

as

.

was

the Delta

and Williams '13; Pearson, Robison,
and Van Hoevenberg '14. Wickes was

con

grew. Alpha Zeta
definitely petitioning, but Delta
Delta no longer cared whether it did or
not, as every set of delegates that called

proached,

a

Farhn, Wellington,
Gittings, MacLeod,

local

until next convention.
Thfe ensuing ten days comprised the
WiUiams CoUege Spring vacation and ac
tivity there ceased.
With the end of the vacation Professor
Wood was again in WiUiamstovim and at
tended the meeting of the chapter on
Monday, April 24, which marked the first
day that the group made its appearance on
the campus as a society of thirteen by eat
ing at the Alumni House (Wilhams Inn),
which remained its headquarters for the
rest of the year. Included in the group
was David
James Robison '14, who had
been pledged the previous day: Mackay
also was included,
Beginning with the sixteenth all the
regular meetings were held at the Baptist
Church, a little wooden building opposite
the junction of Main and Depot Streets.
With all of the members present, the con
stitution and by-laws that had previously
been adopted were revised and accepted
by the whole.
As the time of the convention ap

throughout

were� Dickinson

van

scientiously

preparing this ckcular,

Delta's quest for
The tiikteen

Hoevenberg's room, and it
was
imanimously decided to disband rather
than consolidate. WiUiams sent a
telegram
to

did

they

as

graduated

in

not return to

autumn.

Luke

G.

Thomas '14, and Donald S. Mackay
'14, were soon initiated. When col

lege opened,
new
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secured six attractive freshmen� Nor

IV, another

Wkliams,
Wkliams; John

man

fessor

of Walter

C.

son

of Pro

Tyler,
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were

son

L.

Tyler, Lambda '87;
Charles W. Brackett, Richard H.
Hodge, Edwin G. Nash, and Charles
M. Osborn, III. During the year Ed

named directors.

In the autumn of 1912 the Delta

Delta

and initiated

pledged

seven

members of the class of 1916. Two of
Kent '11, and
the

original petitioners,

ward M. PoweU '13, Malcolm C. Sher
wood '14, and Kneeland B. Wkkes '15,

by the
Lambda and the Psi respectively.
The Tau was won over largely due

became members of the Delta Delta

to the

Society.

fessor Wood

Much
ceived

continued to be

help
from

Professors

'13,

Naramore

aid of

the Theta

re

favorable

Williams,

initiated

were

Lippincott,

Tau '13. Pro

helped materially with
and the Chi. Kent reported
action by the Lambda. By

Wood,
Toll, who sent out a thkd
ckcular and a second pamphlet, and

27, the Beta, Zeta, Iota, Phi,
Beta Beta, Eta, Mu, Rho, Omicron

from

and

and

March

George E. Lippincott, Tau '13,
Phkip N. Riedinger, Theta '13,
Charles L. Hequembourg, Theta '12,
and

the

entire

Psi

Chapter.

The

three devoted

professors, McFarlin,
E.
H. WiUiams, III, and
Wickes, ToU,
Van

Hoevenberg

Convention held with the Lambda

June 6, 7. The Convention with three

"nays"

Delta Delta

society

'76, brought responses from all but
the Zeta and the Mu.

25, 1913, the
came

plete."
May 7, 1913,

to

Secretary of the Coun
now
officially com
was

set

as

the date of

Wkliams, and four honoraty mem
( aU Psi U's�Professors Williams,
Wood, ToU, and Taylor). Two of the
at

ac

bers

a

already been made mem
Upsilon.

George S. Coleman, Xi '76, assisted
by Austin M. Poole, Deka '87, Ed

Chapter by Henry Toll,
$2,000

alumni had

bers of Psi

ward L. Stevens, Chi '99, and Theo
dore L. Waugh, Pi '98, instaUed the

year

be

paid annually on the princi
until
pal
May 1, 1921, and thereafter
$3,000 a year until the principal had
been paid.
The articles of Incorporation stated
that the objects of the society were

Delta Delta

the education and social and intellec
tual enjoyment and improvement of

of

to

long

from the

Finally on April
telegram

awaited

of 1912, the

decided

without any substantial down pay
ment against a mortgage of $29,000 at
was

George

Tele

Coleman, Xi

Delta Delta consisted of twenty-two
students, eleven members no longer

ney in Saratoga Springs, N. Y., and
father of a member, the property was

six per cent interest.

reported.
S.

petition

quire title to the Toll property. With
the aid of Edgar T. Brackett, an attor

deeded to the

had not

the installation. The roster of the

to the

Chapters.
During the summer

grams from

cil: "Ratffication

appeared before the

decided to submit the

Epsilon

the members. Professors Wood and
Toll, E. H. Wkliams, III, Dr. Carter,

Chapter

of Psi

Psi U's

Many prominent
ent, and delegates

Upsilon.

were

pres
the
Convention with the Gamma which
en

route to

to open that evening.
The charter contained the

was

names

twenty-two undergraduates, who
became the charter members of the
Delta Delta�Roderick MacLeod, Ed
ward M. PoweU, Oliver W. ToU, and
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Edward H.

Wkhams,

C.

H

A

III, of die class

of 1913; Donald S.
Mackay,
cien D. Pearson, David

Malcolm

C

Jr.,
J. Robison,

Sherwood,

T

E

R

S

scribed to carry

Lu

Luke

P

out

needed

improve

ments.

The

G.

Chapter was just beginning its

normal life when the war started. Out
of a total of fifty-two members from

Thomas, and Rudolf Van Hoevenberg, of die class of 1914; Charles W.
Brackett, Thomas F. Furness, Rich
ard H. Hodge, Edwin G. Nash,
John
C. Tyler, Kneeland B. Wilkes, and
Norman Wkhams, IV, of the class of
1915; and WiUiam D. Kennedy, Del
ano C. Letts, Harold
Payne, John A.
Payne, Jr., and John T. Whitinore, of

the declaration of war to the signing
of the armistice, all but six (who

joined the S. A. T. C. )

left

college and

volunteered for active service. Under
these ckcumstances normal activity
_.<i�-

the class of 1916.

The

newly organized Chapter pro
ceeded to initiate six alumni members
who were present. Thorn Dickinson
'11, Charles Kkk McFarlki '12, Law
rence C.
Welhngton '12, Francis C.
Wickes '12, Charles M. Osborn, 3d
'15, and Amory L. Wkliams '16. Mar
cus M. Marshak '16, was later initi
ated

by

the

Epskon,

and Leonard
Delta Delta House

C. Wolcott

'17, by the Deka Deka on
Februaty 10, 1914.
Thus was the long quest for a Chap
ter of Psi
to

an

impractical and the meeting of
obligations an impossibility.
The record of the Chapter in service
was
outstanding�Thomas F. Furness
was
made Chevalier, Legion of
'15,
was

financial

Upskon at Wkliams brought
During its twenty-eight

end.

years the Delta Delta has contributed
three hundred and sixty-three mem
bers of

Honor of

Fraternity, of whom three
and twenty-three are now

our

hundred

the

new

France, and

was

awarded

Service Cross, and
the Croix de Guerre with Palm on

living.
From the first the

1913

of

Distinguished

different occasions; John C. Ty^^' '^^' ^^^^' receiving die Croix de
two

Chapter

thrived despite die many obstacles k
faced, due largely to the lack of an
alumni body. Much help was received
from other Chapters.
It soon became apparent that the
house was insuffi
original

Guerre,

by
S.

was

shot down in combat

the Richthofen

Mackay, Jr., '14,

guished

Circus; Donald
won

the Distin

Service Cross and the Croix

de Guerre with Gold Star; Good
'18, the Croix de

Chapter

cient to accommodate the members.

rich C. Schauffier

Early in 1916, even though it did not
have a large alumni group, the youth
ful Chapter launched a campaign for

Guerre with Silver

Star; Lawrence

Wellington '12,

and Francis C.

alteration and improvement of the
house. Sufficient money was sub-

C.

Wickes

'12,

received

Chevalier de I'Ordre
ronne;
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G.

the

Belgian

de la

Nash

Cou-

'15, the
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Croix de Guerre with divisional cita

Stephen G. Kent '11, and Rudok
van
Hoevenberg '14, received G. O.
citations for distinguished service in
tion;

action.

After the

war

it became necessary

refinance the

to

house. The house
not

the

mortgage
furthermore had
on

proved adequate; it had been
originally as a summer house

built

difficult to heat in winter;
also, there was a feeling that it was
too far from the other fraternities. The
and

was

Chapter wanted a new house on Main
Street opposite Fraternity Row which
would cost $90,000 for land, bukding
and furnishings; it proposed to sell
the old house and land to meet the

mortgage. The whole situation was
checked by Ernest M. Whitcomb,
Gamma '04, who wrote to Herbert L.
Bridgman, May 14, 1919:

(alumni assocaition) and, strongest of all,

the time. Professor WUhams. The fact
tiiat Henry Toll's mortgage had to be paid
off and that the financial power was in the
at

hands of the alumni and Professor WiUiams
determined the final decision and pre
vented the active chapter from attaining
a

location

of the
location of the Fratemity house I think it
is not to their advantage to stay there any
longer than they have to. I hear not only
from Psi U men, but from other fratemity
boys that I know, there is at Williams this
same

myself

opinion.

adjacent

to

Fratemity

Row.

of

The

refunded and the
was in the hands of the alumni,
property
it would be impossible to move, unless
some one suddenly decided to pmchase
the property from the graduates. Thus the
permanent location of tibe house was estab
hshed and final judgrnent as to its wisdom
Once the

caimot

mortgage

yet be

Delta
took

Delta
in

place

was

cast.

Permanent

organization

Society Incorporated
September, 1919, with

as President; Wilkes as Treas
and
McFarlin, Mackay and van
urer;
Hoevenberg as other members of the

Kent

February, 1920, Kent, in a
alumni, pointed to plans for

board. In
letter to
a

campaign with the object of repaying
Toll's mortgage of $27,500

Mr.
From what I have heard

upsiLO^i

PSI

on

the

chapter and substituting in its place an
obligation on easier terms held among our
selves.

In

a

few months the funds

and the mortgage

were

raised

paid.

October, 1922, Edward L.
Stevens, Chi '99, reported on the
In

With this

did

opinion

Professor Wkliams

agree. The archives, how
letters from Edward L.
Stevens, Chi '99, and Rudolf Van
not

ever, contain

Hoevenberg '14, agreeing with Whit
comb.

The historian of the Delta Delta
writes:
this time defi
nitely felt that moving nearer to the fra
temity center would in the long run bene
fit the chapter's persormel, because it would
eliminate the possible source of competi
tion with regard to location. They were of
course
looking at the situation from the
locus operandi. Mr. Whitcomb, who hved
in a very similar college town agreed as
did the consensus of opinion.
On die other side of the question was

The

the

undergraduates

Delta

Delta

at

Society

Incorporated

Delta Deka:
Psi Upsilon, so far as I can leam, ranks
socially and generally well up in the upper
half of the fratemity hst, but, even with
the backing of Psi Upsilon's great national

require many years of con
Delta to overtake
the local chapters of Alpha Delta Phi,

prestige,

it wiU

tinuous effort for Delta

Phi and Delta Psi.
very favorably impressed by the
personnel of the Delta Delta. The boys are

Kappa Alpha, Sigma
I

an

...

was

unusuaUy

likeable crowd, clean-cut, po

lite and witii minds of their

In the

spring

own.

of 1923, the Delta

Delta held its Tenth Reunion. The

Chapter was then at the highest peak
it had

yet attained.

At this reunion

the alumni reahzed the

urgent need

THE

of

an

improvement

C

H

in

living condi
Phelps Phelps
'22, had left the Chapter a legacy of
$25,000 to be used only for the con

tions. The mother of

struction of

a room or

of

wing

a new

Chapter house. Other subscriptions
swelled the total. A strenuous cam
paign was conducted,

and after three
of
devoted
labor
on the
years
part of
a committee of
all
but
alumni,
$10,000
was raised
by December, 1925, and

arrangements for this were soon
made. The services of Akred B. Cor
nell '18, were untking
throughout the

A

P

T E

S

R

Upsilon and on behalf of the Alumni with
full confidence I entrust it to the Active
Chapter to dwell in for a while, and then
to pass on to those who follow them in
violate, as a holy place in which men may
leam to love Psi Upsilon with a love that
never dies; as a shrine in which brothers
of the then and now, and of the future,
may gather to kindle anew the fires of
their zeal and their devotion to our ever-

living Fratemity.
Archbold Van Beuren '27, accepted
imposed upon the under
graduate Chapter. Again, the Execu
the trust

tive Council

was

represented by

old friend of the Delta

an

Delta, Edward

campaign; it was largely through his
inspkation that complete success was

L.

assured.

banquet. George
Upsilon '67; Professor Charles
Toll, Psi '04, were among the speakers.

bukding
Aprk 20, 1926. The comer
stone was laid June 19th, with the col
lege Chaplain, the Rev. Dr. TwicheU,
asking the Invocation. Stephen G.
new

was

broken

'11, acted

as Master of Cere
Edward
L. Stevens, Chi '99,
monies;
spoke for the Council. During the

autumn

various

til

of 1926, members hved in
places in Wilhamstown un

they were

home,
nished, early
new

The

able to
stiU

move

into their

only partly

fur

in the winter.

largest gathering in the histoty

of the Delta Delta assembled for the

H.

Februaty 19, 1927. A
rambling brick structure,
on

the crest of Psi Upskon
best possible outiook

long, low,

occupying
hkl, with the

the ever
Berkshke landscape, the new
on

home vdth furnishings had cost $106,000. The Rev. Dr. MacLeod '13, gave
the invocation; Stephen G. Kent '11,
as
president of The Delta Delta So
ciety Incorporated, delivered the ad
dress of dedication, in which he said:

It is with these hopes, and these aspira
tions that we dedicate this house to Psi

'18, presided

as

the

Fox,

morning three

The next
the

rooms

in

home were dedicated to per
dear in the memory of the Delta
Delta�the Library to John C. Tyler
new

sons

'15, who had given his life in the
World War, Dr. MacLeod '13, acting

spokesman; the dining room to
Phelps Phelps, whose bene

as

Marian

faction had made the house

a

pos
Cornell '18, making the dedi
cation; and The West Study to John
Helton '23, Henry D. Spence '24, act

sibility,

ing

as

spokesman.

Thus ended the second

dedication of the beautkul new house

glorious

D. Shuart

John

toastmaster at

Ground for the

Kent

Stevens, Chi '99.

history

of the Delta

era

Delta,

in the
an

era

marked by years of
of

early struggle and
in which it was ablei to

grow^,

compete

on

a

strongly competitive

basis with the older fratemities.
Of die thkd period which began
in 1927, the historian of the Delta
Delta writes:
The beginning of this third period ui the
history of Psi Upsilon at WiUiams saw the
chapter in an excellent position on the

good men with ease, its
interest in the affairs of the

campus. It got

morale, and

fratemity

and

college

were

high.

The lit-

ANNALS

erary meetings held by the members stiU
included inteUigent discussions on the
Garfield administration at WiUiams, the
place of the fratemity system in the col
lege, what constituted a good education,
and so forth. Its leadership was strong, its
ideals were high. One of the members of
the chapter won a Rhodes Scholarship in
December of 1927, Champness Terry Sedg
wick Keep '28.

The end of this

period

in the

hams

was

saw a

Delta in

improvement that was real
the coping with the growing social

were

helped

to

the true meaning of the
bond of mutual cooperation.

clearly

signal

being
in charge.

More than

T. S.

won

that

honor.

a

justffication for fraternities is depend
ent upon the extent to which the
educational aims of the college can
be facilitated and the manner in

which the social
those

organization fits

into

objectives.

March 15, 16, 1940, the Delta Delta
was host to the first New
England

more

fratemity

Power

Conference; delegates
Gamma, Beta Beta, Sigma,
Zeta, Kappa, Xi, joined those of the
seven

from the

May, 1938,

chairman of the

decade, Champness

decade the scholarship of the
Delta Delta has risen astoundingly.
And furthermore, Psi Upskon at Wil
liams has come to realize that the
In

the quarto-centen
nial of the Delta Delta was cele
brated, Charles Kirk McFarhn '12,
In

a

Keep '28, having previously

being prevented

ascertain

twenty-five

of the quarter century. Louis J. Hec
tor '38, had been appointed a Rhodes
Scholar, the second from the Delta

full benefits of frater
nity life. A plan was adopted to substitute
non-waiting members of the fratemity for
regular waiters, without the latter losing
any of the needed financial aid. Under a
system of rotation the waiters were thus
enabled to obtain some of the fratemity
Iffe they might not otherwise have re
ceived because of lack of money. The
non-waiters leamed by experience of some
of the difficulties of their feUow-members
and they became more considerate in re
tum. By this seemingly smaU
inception of
a
plan, the undergraduates at the Delta

Delta

commemora

years of Psi Upsilon at Wilkams.
The Chapter has kept up and im
proved upon the high standards that
were coming back towards the close

reahzation of thek

waiters

a

Thus ended the first

One social

ized

prepared

'19,

tive poem.

great responsibkities.

problem of student
from deriving the

Secretaty-

Recorder of the Executive Counck.
For the occasion Wentworth Wil

in

growing

and

Society Incorporated,

great
the attitude of the
undergraduates towards the alumni,

improvement
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Delta Delta to discuss

committee

intercoopera-

tion.

The Delta Delta

seventy-five

Society

Incor

alumni made the gathering a social
and financial success. The speakers
at the banquet on May 7, over which

porated, the

Ohver D. Keep '25, presided, in
cluded Professor Toll, the only sur

dkectors. After many years of de
voted and successful service, Stephen

viving Associate Founder, and Henry
ToU, that member of Kappa Alpha

G. Kent

whose vision and courage brought
Psi Upsilon to WiUiams. An illumi
nated scroU

signed by aU those pres
ent was given to
Stephen G. Kent
'11, President of The Deka Deka

Chapter's

tion, which numbers

alumni,

is

governed

'11, resigned

alumni associa

members the
by a board of

as

as

President in

1939, and was succeeded by Kkk Mc
Farlki '12.
But

many

a

few of the Delta Delta's

sons

can

here be mentioned.

Stephen G. Kent '11, resident coun
sel and Secretary of the Irving Trust
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Theta Theta

Chapter House, University
1818 East 47th

of

Washington.

Built in 1925

Street, Seattie, Washington

Theta Theta Installation

Group, June 10,

1916

Theta Theta

Chapter

of 1919

Theta Theta

Chapter

of 1923

THE

CHAPTERS

Charles K. McFarlki '12,
financier; Roderick MacLeod 'is'
prominent New England clergyman;
Oliver W. ToU '13,
attorney in the
Chief Counsel's Office, Bureau of In
ternal Revenue; Edward H. Wk
liams, III, '13, banker; Donald S.
Mackay, Jr., '14, author and teacher
in the
University of California; John
C. Mosher '14, author and cinema
editor; Lucien D. Pearson '14, Pro
fessor of Enghsh at
Dartmouth;
Charles W. Brackett '15, author and

Company;

tion and

a

dramatic critic; Thomas F. Furness
'15, stock broker; Kneeland B. Wilkes

'15,

prominent business man; Wk
Kennedy '16, advertising ex
ecutive; John T. Whitmore '16, prom
inent architect; Robert W. Wkliams
'16, partner of Price Waterhouse and
a

liam D.

and Norman F. Kennedy
'17, a wek knovrai scientist� are a few
of the many sons who have trod the

Company;

halls of the Delta Delta

days.
They

in its

early

consulting psychiatrist, Wk
CoUege; Robert S. Carr '21,

prominent Florida realtor and civic
leader; Phelps Phelps '22, lawyer,
author, legislator and radio com
mentator; Akred E. DriscoU '25, a
lawyer; Oliver D. Keep '25, publisher
of

Cue

followed

by

Leonard

'19, educator, author,

and since 1933 editor of Yale His
torical Publications; Wentworth Wk
hams '19, educator; Harold W. Com

'20,

Vice-President of Borden

Company; Charles H. Kimberly '20,
head of Austen Fox Riggs Founda
Much

of

C.

Magazine;

Thurston

Chase, Jr., '27, educator and Head
master of
Eaglebrook School; and
many others who have added to the
luster of Psi Upskon and the Delta
Delta.
span of less than three
the record of the Delta
Delta has been remarkable. Com
peting, as it has had to do with so
cieties whose roots have been
planted
deeply in the life of Wkliams, the
Chapter has attained a position of

During

a

decades

honor and

May

Heaven

From

ShaU

prosperity.
grant that

to sea, in
find in thee
sea

shown.
were

W. Labaree

fort

liams

Rise yet
To carry

we

of

ev'ry

year.

ages yet unknown,
new
hope, and being

strive; and finding cheer
task in Iffe,
sing still
Thy praise, O Delta Delt', we gladly ovm
Our love of thee. We
speak in rev'rent

again
on

to

our

tone

Of chain with diamond

yet thrill.
As brother's hand

clasp;

our

hearts

brother's hand, to

clasps

one

Clear call� Psi

UpsUon!

Psi

Upsilon!

Wentworth WiUiams '19.

the material has been taken

from

the

fine History of

the Delta

Delta by Jerome H. Brush, Jr., '39.

THETA
University

of

THETA
Washington

For nearly fourteen years the Epsilon stood alone upon the Pacffic

Coast
of

our

upholding the noble traditions
Fraternity. The University of
311

CHAPTER

June 10,

1916

Washington had been organized in
1861. Twenty-eight years later, on
November 11, 1889, the Terrkoty of
Washington became a State. Ap-

ANNALS

thereby doubhng

proximately the same number of
years elapsed untk the instaUation of
die Theta Theta Chapter at this
great State University on June 10,

the local

and Union

on

is

one

of

the

Lake Wash

Bay,

of the

same

architectural pattern

of

our

steps leading

Order

were

to

a

Don R. Baker

'11, John J.

nine

of Phi

In the

Kappa.

more�Wkliam

bert

S.

the author has borrowed extensively,
RusseU S. CaUow '16, writes:
If the Phi Kappa had never obtained a
charter in Psi Upsilon, the association its
members derived from the Psi UpsUon
alumni during these early years was of last
ing remembrance and inspirational value.

char

during

were a great company, approximately
hundred of them. But among aU these,
none would deny Alfonzo Paine Sawyer,
Beta '80, was the "Father" and later patron
saint of the Theta Theta Chapter.

They
one

Hens-

For

spring

Coghlan, Her

1940

Psi U. It

and

was

was

he who went to

more

than

Seattle for the instaUa
of the University
of Washington. During the War years
when the University "requested" the "Theta
Theta Fratemity House at 4532 18th Ave
nue N. E. for a dormitoty, it was Brother
Savs^er who purchased a new home for
the depleted membership of the Fratemity
and rented the home to the Theta Theta
for a "modest sum." This "War Home" of
the Theta Theta was at 4616 21st Avenue

president

was

tion of the

was

At the

he

chapter. In 1916 he brought Nicholas
Murray Butier, Lambda '82, to the Phi
Kappa Fratemity House, when Columbia's

pin adopted.
provided,
beginning of the 1910 academic year,
thirteen new men were pledged dur
ing Phi Kappa's first rushing season.
a

as

Fratemity Convention to urge Phi
Kappa's petition. Through his vwde Psi
Upsilon acquaintance he contacted evety

Upsilon. The name.
Kappa, having been selected, a

home at 5015 17th Avenue N. E.

twenty years "A.P.,"

one

charter of Psi

Phi

over

affectionately known by the undergradu
ates of Phi Kappa and later by the Theta
Theta, worked and fought for his beloved

a member
J. Flagg (since
of our Executive Council), and Clin
ton R. Lewis, William F. Way, of
the class of 1912; J. Edward Berg,
Robert J. Cole, Chester C. McGranahan, and John L. Maass, of the class
of 1914. From the beginning these
"Original 13" decided to petition for

a

gathering.

History of The Theta Theta
Chapter of Psi Upsilon, from which
In The

ley '11, and Charles H. Wkliams '11,
founded a local society with the
name

to

lon, attended the annual

the Christmas vacation of 1909 when
four mutual friends� Roy M. Crismas

'10,

presented

petitioning body, usuaUy accom
panied by an alumnus of Psi Upsi

Alpha

taken

was

the

University buddings.
fraternity placed
a
chapter in Washington in the year
1896, and was foUowed, prior to Psi
Upsilon, by sixteen others. A chapter
of Delta Kappa Epskon was estab
The irutial

histoty

Sound Alumni Association.

each Conven
tion of the Fraternity; in each of
those years one or more members of
tion

The first national

ter

had

Puget
Evety alumnus gave active support
to Phi Kappa. For some years a peti

the

lished in 1911, and one of
Delta Phi ten years later.

Upskon

a

the

Bordering on the upper
side of the campus is the "fratemity
district," where most of the homes
as

of

society.

primarky

most

the shore.

are

membership

of alumni in
very strong body
The
Northwest.
the Pacffic
history of
the founding of the Theta Theta is
of the activity of
a

had

the campus
beautiful in
America. Partially wooded with nat
ural growlJi, it slopes gentiy toward

ington

the

For many years Psi

1916.
Situated in Seattie
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N. E.
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new

in

president

THE

CHAPTERS

"A.P." who began to accumulate
books for the Theta Theta
Library and to
interest the members in their ovsm
libraty.
The Theta Theta
Libraty now con
tains approximately six thousand volumes
and is undoubtedly one of the best Frater
nity Libraries in aU America. The regular
standing of the Theta Theta Chapter in
recent years among the first five
Chapters
It

.

was

School of Forestry, it was necessary
for Brother Spooner to inform them
that their obtaining a charter would

.

.

be

the campus in
scholarship must, par
at least, be attiibuted to this
splen
did home college hbraty.
Brother Sawyer in
Vioriting the prospec
tus of the
University of Washington for
the perusal of the Psi UpsUon Convention
of 1912 prophetically vwote: "It is
through
the crew, however, that the
University is
most lUcely to make herseff
athletically
weU known m the East. With an ideal
natural location and the best climate and
aquatic conditions of any University in the
United States, and an equipment that is
excelled by none, Washington is smely fa
vored." Every oarsman in America today
knows the influence that the "Huskies" of
Washington have had on intercollegiate
rowing in recent years. The Theta Theta
is proud of the many Brothers who have
rowed in the crews since 1909.
Every man who was a Psi Upsilon at
Washington until Brother Sawyer's passing
in 1933 is the richer for
having known his
flaming, sacrificing Psi U spirit. His influ
ence will ever
go dovvm through the Chap
ter's traditions. He would say, "The least
the Fratemity can expect of a Brother who
is not engaged in extra curricular activity,
on

good scholarship."

the younger

good

man was a

Space

men

He

that a
Psi U."

but

Executive

writes of

Council,

him made

and

John

help

in their

L.

a

call

William F.

Way
Maass, soliciting his

by

quest

for Psi

Upskon.

told him that but two of
thek number were taking liberal arts
When

�

they

work and that the rest

were

in the

in the School of For

in liberal arts to make them
to any

leading fraternity.

After forty-five years in Psi Upsilon, I
still think this is the most remarkable ex
ample of what undergraduates, of charac
ter and courage, will do to gain Psi Upsi
lon that I have ever known.

It

was

Charles P.

Spooner,

Rho

'94, who dictated the first petition of
Phi Kappa that was presented to
the 1911 Convention held with the

Kappa.
In 1913

David Whitcomb, Gamma

'00, attended the Convention
herst in behak of the

at Am

petitioners

from the Northwest. Of him Russell
S. Callow

'16,

writes:

His labors for the Fratemity have been
many, and his loyalty entirely what one
would expect of a noted Gamma family.

Schwager, Mu '95, Harty E.
Briggs, Epsilon '03, Friend St. Clak
Dickinson, Beta '06, and Harry G.
Stibbs, Omega '11, rendered yeoman
service during the quest for a char
Lewis

unceasingly

Spooner, Rho '94, then a regent of
the University of Washington, and
later to be a valued member of the

were

acceptable

permit adequate
great number of Psi

during the six years that Phi Kappa
was
seeking a charter. Charles P.

on

courses

constantly taught
"good University

U alumni who labored

two

estry, the others pursuing sufficient

will not

mention of the

doubtful. But to his

amazement, these same students
called a year or so later and told of
the change in the course of study-

tially,

is

exceedingly

ter

and later to the Theta Theta.

The first

to Psi

Upsilon
signed
by twenty-six undergraduates of the
University of Washington. As was to
be expected, success was not yet to
was

petition

made in 1911, and

was

be achieved.
One of the real leaders of this
neer

group,

young

man

pio
John Lyman Maass, a
of sterling character and

athletic attainments, was acciden
tally killed during the summer of

813
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1912, while

His

engineer.
death

working

during

electrical

an

as

the first and

was

only

the existence of Phi

In 1915 the members of Phi

Kappa.
Kappa

formed the

Association to act

of the

corporation

Maass

Lyman

the financial

as

At that

Society.

and until 1922, each person
upon being initiated agreed to pay
ten dollars a year for thirteen years

time

into the

towards
new
a

Maass Association

Lyman

building

a

system

fund

building

found. In 1922

a

for the accumulation of
was

adopted� each

person on initiation takes
dovraient policy for $250

out

an en-

payable

to

Lyman Maass Association; at the
end of five years such policy has a

the

cash value of $120.
In 1915 the Alumni

Sound

letter

by

the various

urged

of

Puget

and

by petition
Chapters to vote

for the Phi

Kappa petition.

paragraph

of the

Alumni

The last

request

stated:
If you will do this as Brothers, we give
you our pledge, that the Chapter of Psi
Upsilon, if established at the University of
Washington, will meet evety test that Psi
Upsilon imposes and will be the leading
fratemity of that University.

This

petition

was

signed by

a
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miller, Chi-Zeta '09, Alexander S.
Abernethy, Zeta '70, Henry F. San
bom, Zeta '12, Max K. Bonter, Zeta
'09, George H. Walker, Upskon '86,
Albert M. Robinson, Iota '01, Charies
H. Dun, Iota '09, Frank S. Bourns,
Phi '90, Timothy Jerome, Phi '94,
Horace R. Dougherty, Omega '96,
Harry G. Stibbs, Omega '11, Charles
B. HiUs, Omega '82, John F. Reed,
Pi '95, James A. Haight, Chi '79,
George B. Kittinger, Chi '85, Leon
ard T. Kittinger, Chi '12, Donald S.
Corson, Beta Beta '99, Samuel H.
Evison, Beta Beta '13, Ivan A. Parry,
Mu '97, Lewis Schwager, Mu '95,
Harvey C. Carr, Mu '02, Waker B.
Netdeton, Mu '01, George N. Salis
bury, Mu '83, Kari A. Schaller, Mu
'09, Ralph C. AngeU, Rho '07, Ralph
D. Brown, Rho '04, Charles W. Lea,
Rho '97, Henry O. Wkkinson, Rho
'80, George C. Main, Rho '86, Harry
E. Briggs, Epsilon '03, Charles A.
Newhak, Epsilon '05, and RosweU
Gray Ham, Epskon '14.
How

that the

Convention held with the

1915

Epsilon

should approve the petition of Phi
Kappa and refer it to the Chapters.
The

Upskon

was

the last to

in the

the

re

appropriate

ratky

of 1916. At

spring
petition
Epsilon was to have another
Chapter on the Pacffic Coast.

markable group of Psi U's� Bishop
Adna W. Leonard, Delta '99, Clarence

last the

Thwing, Delta '84, Alfonzo P. Sawyer,

The kistaUation of the Theta Theta
was held on
June 10, 1916. Herbert

'80, Friend S. Dickinson, Beta
E. Shepard, Beta '70,
Charles
'06,
Beta

James
Dwight

A.

Thomas E.
S.

Griggs,

'66, the grand

sixty -eight members of the Phi Kappa
Society, representing ten delegations,
1910 to 1919, inclusive. Harry W.
Carroll '80, for forty years Comp
troller of the City of Seattle, and a
member of an early petitioning group
from Berkeley, was also initiated, as

Ripley,

Beta

Beta

'08, Edwin A. Stiout, Jr., Beta
'12, Herlvsyn R. Green, Sigma '97,
David Whitcomb, Gamma '00, Frank
J. Pratt, Jr., Gamma '86, Theodore L.
Stiles, Gamma '71, George H. SchkdBeta

Gamma

'88, Herbert
'82, Joseph C. Black,

Farnham,

Beta

Bridgman,

'11,
'04,

Haight, Jr.,

T.

L.

President of the Executive Council,
installed the Chapter and initiated

Beta
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David Thomson

'92, Dean of
of
Liberal
Arts at the
CoUege
of
University
Washington, a

was

die
ate
a

gradu

of the
most

University
influential

member of the

of Toronto and

and

respected

faculty.

The inkiation and the
held at the New

were

Hotel in Seattle. Of

banquet
Washington
the banquet,

Russell S. Callow '16, who was the
first presiding officer of the Theta

Theta,

writes:

H. WaUcer, Upsilon '86, and a
leading member of the Seattle Bar was a
brUhant toastmaster. On his left sat A. P.
Sawyer, Beta '80, president of the Puget
Sound Alumni Association of Psi Upsilon.
On his right was Herbert L. Bridgman,
Gamma '66, President of the Executive
Council. The toasts responded to were "Psi
UpsUon," Herbert L. Bridgman; "The
Motiier Chapter," Frank Dudley, Theta '12;
"Om Brother Chapter," George Palmer
Putnam, Epsilon '11; "Six Years of Wait
ing," George P. Stuart '15; "The Theta
Theta," RusseU S. CaUow '16; "Psi Upsi
lon and the Nation," the Rev. Frederick
F. Kramer, Beta Beta '89; "The Dear Old
Shrine," the Rt. Rev. Robert L. Paddock,
Beta Beta '94.
The inspiration of this banquet for the
new Psi U's is
beyond description. The
songs of the Fraternity the petitioners had
sung were here sung for the first time by
sixty-eight new Brothers. The Phi Kappa
knew their Psi U songs, and no more joy
ful song ever resounded through a banquet
haU than did that tenth day of June, 1916.
The favorite "Welcome, Brothers, Old and
Young"; "Brothers, the Day is Ended";
"The Rho Owl Song"; "Psi U Joys"; "The
College Chorus"; and "The Dear Old
Shrine." What a privilege, honor and thriU
to grasp the hand of Brother Bridgman
when singing "The Dear Old Shrine."

George

Thus
a

was

Chapter

its first

the Theta Theta

which has

born,

just completed
a Chapter

quarter century;

which has inkiated four hundred
and twenty-seven members, all but
nine of whom

By

this

reached

a

are

tkne

living.
the Chapter

high peak

had

of influence

on

A

P

T

the
were

E

S

R

campus;

among

leaders

in every

its

members

phase

of uni

versity
activity. Russell S.
Callow '16, was President of the As
sociated Students of the University
of Washkigton and captain of the
life and

D. Dkl

Varsity Crew; George
was

and

president
on

team; Cletus

varsity track

the

'16,

of the Senior Class

'16, an oarsman; Clarence
H. Shivvers '16, a varsity track man;
Thomas J. Cushman '17, center on
L. Minahan

the football team and
the

varsity

crew;

member of

a

Paul M. McConihe

'17, a varsity oarsman; James M.
O'Connor, Jf., '17, editor of the Uni

versity daky paper; Wilbert S. Slemmons '17,
president of the Glee Club
and a varsity oarsman; Charles H.
Walker '17, president of the Junior
Class; Thomas E. Dobbs '18, later to
be editor of the University daily;
LeRoy Pratt, Jr., '19, University Golf

Champion; and John A. Sutthoff '19,
president of the Sophomore Class.
The charter members of the Theta
Theta

a

were

worthy

fine group of men,

in every way of

the traditions of Psi

maintaining

Upsilon. To list
sixty-eight

the achievements of the

members who

were

initiated

just,

for

impossible;

June

single out
a few for honorable mention is hardly
10, 1916, is

none

have been failures.

Don R. Baker

bot

'13

to

'11, Edward F. Cha-

(the University's leading

dramatist

during

Edgar J.

Murnen

his

college days),

'13, Clarence

H.

Shivvers '16, and Clarence H. Carlender '17, have had exceptional suc
cess

in the business world.

Crismas

'10, James

M.

Roy

M.

O'Connor,

and Thomas E. Dobbs '18,
have become editors and journalists
of note. To the field of engineer

Jr., '17,

ing,

either construction

or

mining.
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Charles H. Wkhams '11, Herbert
J.
Flagg '12, Wilham F. Way '12, Cari

thkty-two

E. Beam

other two

the

at

'14, Jay E. Berg '14, Louis
H. Cogswell '14, and
Gvyynne G.
McCaustland '15, have made real
contributions. Edward R. Fitzgerald
'13, Chester C. McGranahan '14, and

entered active service, and

time

of the armistice the

were

preparing

Every undergraduate
who

enhst.

to

and alumnus

physically qualffied

was

was

either in the armed forces or in es
sential war industries. Thkty-one
sons

of the Theta Theta had

by

time of the armistice received

CogsweU '14,

missions. Louis H.

the

com
re

ceived the Croix de Guerre; John R.
Sutthok '19, the Itahan War Cross;
and Charles H. Walker '17, gassed at

Ypres,

was

cited for

bravery.

In 1919 die Theta Theta found it

sek with
ter

sixty members;

House

was

transferred

to

the

Chap

overcrowded. Some
Eastem

Stuart H. Guenther

Chapters-

'20, Wkham H.

Copeland '20, and De Witt C. Pres
cott '22, to Pennsylvania, where they
Cletus L. Minahan '16,

all rowed

Paul M. McConkie

M. Bolcom

are bankers;
'17, Wkbert S.

Slemmons

on

the

varsity

crew;

Henty

'20, and Bernard B. PeUy

'17, and Carl E. Wallace
'19, chemists; Russell S. Callow '16,
Herbert J. Phklips '17, and Angus M.
Upton '18, are members of college

'22,

faculties. Others

ber of 1923, it was unanimously de
cided to bukd a Home for the Theta

are

Yale, where the latter became
captain of the 1923 Eh Crew.
At the nineteenth Founders

from the

moment

they

Theta. AU

first af-

autumn

fihated with the Phi

quest of

in

Psi

Kappa Society
Upsilon.

had die Theta Theta be
used to its new and cherished

position

as

have been

the

twenty-sixth jewel
placed in the crown

to

of

Upsilon when the country was
plunged into the World War. The
Psi

Chapter
N. E.

House at 4532 18th Avenue

given over to the Univer
for die duration of the war, and
the Theta Theta moved into a smaller
was

sity

house two blocks away. Of the
tiiktyf our men in the undergraduate
Chap
ter

at

the

outbreak

of

hostkities,

during

the

summer

of 1924 the builders

and

were

at

work. In the words of the historian
of the Theta Theta:

Hardly
come

Day

held in Seattie in Novem

Banquet

doctors and law-

years, good citizens all, who believe
that they received a lasting responsi

bkity

to

It had been

eight years since Herbert L.
the hving embodiment of Psi U
ideahsm, had come across the continent to
install the Theta Theta in a remote land,
of whose existence the founders of our
fratemity had scarcely even dreamed.
In these eight years the Psi U chain in
the Northwest had reached twenty-seven
communities in Washington, Oregon, and
British Columbia� twenty-seven communi
ties whose sons wore the
symbols of the
Theta Theta on the reverse of their Psi U
diamonds. And now that chain, ever length
ening, at last had a permanent and abiding
anchor, wrought in the strong metal of
devotion, no less than in the durable fabric
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THE

C

H

A

of material tiiings-tiie new
Chapter House
of the Theta Theta at the
University of
Washington which was formally opened
and dedicated at the tenth annual initia
tion Satmday,
February 14, 1925.

The

of the

opening

1818 East 47th

Street,

by

of

a

new

was

attended

The Theta Theta has not been without
as several of its most
promis
ing Brothers have gone to that "undiscov
ered country from whose bourne no traveler
returns." Harty W. CarroU, Theta Theta's
oldest alumnus, is gone. Soon after gradu
ation Sol Simpson Reed '26, and
Joseph
Callow Grisdale '28, met tragic deaths.
They were leaders in their delegations. Sol
Simpson Reed was the oldest of three blood
brothers who are sons of one of the Pacific
Northwest's most distinguished families and
aU Psi U men of the Theta Theta. Benton
L. Boardman '27, a crew manager at
Washington, was killed while flying as an
aviation cadet. A splendid addition to the
Theta Theta library is appropriately caUed
the "Benton Boardman Memorial Library."
Charles C. CaldweU '26, footbaU player,
Howard Marshall Allen '23, intercollegiate
tennis champion, and Lewis Schwager, Jr.
'28, have departed this hfe. Memories of
them are sweet, for aU were lovable Bro
thers and friends.
its sorrows,

Psi U's

new house is
Tudor period,
a manor
type of the same gen
of which the new
University of

Enghsh

foUowmg
eral style
Washington represents an institutional type.
The decorative details, arches,
fireplaces,
interior and exterior
paneling and beams
are
designed in the Tudor manner. Fea
tures of the exterior are taU
chimneys and
steep roofs, with sharply pointed gables.
The frontage of the house is toward the
south, and on that side is a partiy open
and pardy covered terrace. The construc
tfle, with

an

exterior fin

ish of stucco.

Many of the fumishings were generous
gffts of alumni and undergraduate brothers,
while draperies for the entire house, which
contains nearly eighty windows, were given
by the Chapter Mothers' Club.
The house was financed through the
leadership and generosity of alumni brothers

of the Pacific Northwest, both of the Theta
Theta and other chapters, constituting the
members of the Lyman Maass Associa
tion of Psi Upsilon, and the Puget Sound
Alumni Association. Through their imtiring
zeal, the Theta Theta now possesses a home
which is unequaled by any fratemity house
at the University of Washington.

The Theta Theta

magnfficent
leader

ington.

inspired by

home has flourished

in the

fraternity

Soon there

was

its

as a

life of Wash
to come

from

faint cry of other men
who would be Psi U's, and nearer
fraternity neighbors for the Theta
the North

a

Theta. Late in 1928 the first group of
Theta Theta brothers visited the Al
pha Kappa Alpha, the local society
at the
University of Columbia that

petitioning
Order. Durkig

was

for

a

charter of

our

the next few years

S

vwites :

home,

The architecture of the

tion is brick and

R

were made.
The historian of the Theta Theta

records:

reminiscent of the

E

visits

gathering
eighty-one
Chapters. The Diamond

June, 1925,

T

the Theta Theta entered wholeheart
edly in thek quest; many reciprocal

from twelve
for

P

Evety Chapter has members who
outstanding fraternity men, mem
bers who "keep our temple walls
still bright." Among those who have
are

served the Theta Theta

are� William

Way '12, Herbert J. Flagg '12,
George P. Stuart '15, Clarence H.
Shivvers '16, James M. O'Connor,
Jr., '17, Wkbert S. Slemmons '17,
Charles H. Walker '17, Thomas E.
Dobbs '18, John R. Sutthoff 19,
Henry M. Bolcom, Howard M.
Burke, Mayo P. Butler, and Fulton
F.

Y.Magkl,

aU of die class of 1920.

Wkliam H. Hutchinson

'21, Mervkle
'21, Howard P. Selby
'22, McDanneU Brown, Robert S.
Butler, Patrick M. Tidmarsh, and
Guy G. Wilson, all of the excep
tionally strong class of 1923, kept
W. Mclnnis

the Theta Theta's banner
were

817

followed

by

high.

Russell F.

These

Ahrens,

ANNALS

T.

George

and Wkham B.

Bragg,

Walker, of the class of 1924; George
W. Clarke, Oliver H. HaskeU, and
Walter B. Lane, of the class of 1926;
Paul H. Orr '28, Frank C. Reed '28,
Cowper J. Middleton '29, WiUiam
G. Reed '29, Thomas R.
Ingham '30,
Thomas L. Morrow '30, Mark A. Mat
thews, Jr., '31, Frederick G. Clarke,
Jr., '32, and Wkliam Waltz '32.
Youthful
its

recent

more

the

though
sons

UPSILON

PSI

OF

Chapter is,

have made dis

tinguished records in their chosen
fields-Dr. Oswald R. Carlander '20,
in orthopedic
surgery; Mervkle W.
Mclnnis '21, President of the Uni

known

banker in Seattle, as is
W. Frazier '30; WiUiam G.
'29, industrialist and State

kell '26,

James
Reed

Oliver H. Has

golf player;
a

of the

Chakman

Na

Republican

tional Committee; Russek F. Ahrens
'24, and Cowper J. Middleton '29,
aviation executives. William H. Hut
chinson '21, George W. Clarke '26,
Walter B. Lane '26, Edwin J. McGiU
'26, Blake D. Mills, Jr., '33, and
Frederick G. Clarke, Jr., '32, are lead

ing young laviyers
in the

who stand

high

legal profession.

The Theta Theta has continued to
maintain

enviable

Yale

position among
Washington cam
pus, always well represented in
student activities, and rarely falling

rowing coach and a member of the
engineering faculty; Patrick M. Tid

below the upper half of the univer
sity scholasticaUy. In the words of

marsh

the

versity

of

Alumni Asso

Washington

ciation and head of his investment

firm; Robert

'23, bow

first

winning

and

now

ence;

Beta

S. Butler

a

at

business

a

Washington's
Poughkeepsie

oar on

crew

'23,

man

Phkadelphia;

a

Chapter's

good

fred

of

Upsilon

Sawyer.

till the star-bells ringing,
Chime in the golden sun!
Hail to thee, gloty bringing.
Starry crowned Psi UpsUon.

Philadelphia; Al
J. Westiand, Jr., '25, a nationally

Psi

A. P.

Sing

executive in

The author has

historian:

ever maintain the heritage, that
Psi U Brother is first a loyal son

blue,

Kuhn '25, captain of the 1924 Wash
ington football team, now an insur
ance

the

of his Ahna Mater; a credit to the teach
ings of her "Psi U father," lovable, loyal,
true

Edwin E.

on

May she

of influ

Wkliam B. Walker '24, Phi
Kappa and an oarsman, a

banker in

an

fraternities

Charles A. Boies, Beta '60.

freely taken from a History of
by Russell S. Callow '16.

the Theta Theta

Chapter

written

NU
University

of

CHAPTER

With the estabhshment of the
silon and Theta Theta

April 24, 1920

Toronto

Ep-

Chapters
Upskon had
fratemity. In
1920, following the World
on

War,

our

Fraternity

was

to

cross

the

frontiers of the United States and

to

the Pacffic Coast, Psi
become a real national

install the first of the three great Canadian Chapters. With the Nu Chap-

the year

ter, established in the

318

University

of

THE

Toronto

Aprk 24, 1920,

Psi

became for the first tkne
tional fraternity.
In 1827

a

an

C

H

A

interna

held

held in

To
1887 four denominational

The years from 1885 to 1900
saw
expansion in every phase of
University Ike; the students had in
ronto.

Aheady
J

Alpha
Kappa

Psi
�"si

quar

,

chapters

a

fine

History of

r,.

ter Kenneth A.

^�.^.
mtimate

party

in

the University Literary Society,

an

undergraduate literary and debating
ciety which enjoyed the most important
so

position

in extracurricular student activi

friendship among this group of
the men of '01 had extended to some of
the brighter members of junior years. And
when in the academic year 1897-98 the
"residence" party was defeated at the un
dergraduate polls, and went out of power,
ties. The

its members seemed

drawm,

in

defeat,

a

at

stone's throw

jt.-

�

friendship

ceremony prepared. No
adopted because it was
aflBliation with

j
-i
and
social

drawn

was

ritual and initiation

simple

a

name

was

hoped

that

strong

a

fratemity would

American

materialize.

soon

correspondence was opened
Upsilon.

Soon

with venerable Psi

Two decades, however, were to
pass before our Fraternity unbarred
its ivied gates to admit the Canadian

petitioners. During

this

the founders of what
Nu

long

was

interval

to

be the

Chapter never once diverted
original love. While from

from thek

time to time

other strong interna
were available, the

tional affihations

quest

alone for Psi

was

The house

into

closer association than before. They
began to ponder the idea of founding a
permanent organization of their ovm. In
the foUowing year. University CoUege resi
dence was finaUy abohshed. The individeven

c

^

up and

McMklan '15, writes:

The nucleus of the new fratemity existed
a close
friendship which had ripened
over a
period of several years among some
score of men of the
graduating class of
1901. Throughout their courses they had
hved together in residence and had fur
nished the guiding genius of the residence

living together

culture." A constitution

Chap

in

were

Street, just

��*^

'

The Nu

of them

University campus. There
December 18, nineteen students
organized a fraternal order to pro-

in the nineties.

In

eight

on

at Toronto

1879

academic year a society of
In the autumn of 1900

own.

from the

Kappa
Alpha
fP
P
Delta Phi, Deka Chi, Deka
Epsilon, and Delta Upsilon
in
in

new

their

4 Harbord

into Canada and

over

^11.11,

had established
-7-to
�Zeta

a

the

six American fraternities

had crossed
1

to

the home of Frederick G. T.

While many had been invited to join
the existkig fraternities, they pre
ferred to form at the beginning of

merged with King's
the University of To

city

were

being separated were often discussed.

were

creased to 1,400; the
ter of a milhon.

at

regular meetings

'01, and in the rooms of George
M. Clark '01, P. A. Carson, F. P. Potvin '01, and John T. Mulcahy. At
these meetings the disadvantages of

King's College, Queen's Park,
into

time

a

Lucas

1842 that the faculties of arts, law,
medicine, and divinity were created,

colleges
College

composing

For

University under the name of
King's CoUege. But it was not untk

ronto. In

S

R

this cohesive little group
found themselves in private rooming
houses throughout the city. The need for
a
common
home impressed itself more
than
ever.
forcibly

state

were

E

now

royal charter was granted

and the first lectures

T

uals

Upsilon

for the establishment at Toronto of
a

P

was soon

dious

too

one

at

small. A

at 97

equally adjacent
was

319

Upsilon.

4 Harbord Street
St.
to

more commo

Joseph Street,
University,

the

leased and fitted into

one

of the

annals

SI

of

finest

fratemity residences in To
Membership was extended, by
admission of several sophomores,

ronto.

the
to

a

total of

twenty, who

constitute

the charter roll of the

chapter.
The first petition, dispatched about
the middle of Aprk, 1901, was signed
by the twenty charter members: F.
E. Brophy, E. F. Burton, P. A. Car
son, G. M.

T.

Clark,

A. I.

Fisher,

F. G.

W.

Lucas, J.
Mulcahy,
J. Han
and
E.
Robert
F.
P.
Potvm,
ley,
J.
son, of the class of 1901; F. N. BroT.

der, W. C. Bray, G. S. Hodgson,
1. Gould, T. N. Phelan, and F.

C.
H.

of the class of 1902; W. Liv
ingstone, J. A. McEvoy, and H.

Phipps,

of the class of 1903. The

O'Flynn,
petition
written
serve as

and the

accompanying letter
by Percy A. Carson, were to
models for many

subsequent

ones.

this list of founders, some
leading men in the University,

Among
of the

are
many who have in later years at
tained eminence in academic Ike,

law, medicine, and business. But be
cause

they

ecutive
were

were

unknown to the Ex

Council, testimonial letters

sent

with the first

President Loudon of

petition.
the University

wrote:
The applicants are in every way worthy
the favorable consideration of your
Council, and I shaU be glad to see your
Fratemity added to the hst of those al
ready represented at this University.

UPSILON

Epskon, paid

tribute to the

a warm

that the Univer
fratemities and

petkioners, stating
sity needed more
that the existing chapters
come

would wel

the advent of Psi

Upskon.

History of

The Nu

From the

we

learn that:

Though this petition was apparendy the
first formaUy prepared document to be pre
sented from any group at the University of
Toronto, the archives of Psi UpsUon, cmiously, reveal two earher applications from
other groups leading to information that
would aid those groups in preparmg peti
tions. One of these dates back to 1896
when a letter was addressed to Chi chap
ter at ComeU by Alex. J. MacKenzie, rep
resenting a local fraternity of some 30
members resident at 23 Alexander Street.
Again in March of 1898, a group of some
20 second, third and final year undergradu
ates in arts, who were in residence at
University College, and who had organized
themselves into a secret society, addressed
a letter of enquity to the Rochester chap
ter. This letter was vwitten by G. H. Black,
and the group he represented seems to
have included quite an impressive sprin
kling of undergraduates prominent in both
academic and athletic fields. Neither of
these approaches appears to have gone be
yond the inquity stage.
Two years later, in April of 1900, cer
tain teachers and students at McGiU. Uni
versity, Montreal,

were

similarly casting

envious eyes in the direction of Psi

Upsi

lon. Twelve of them subscribed their names
to a form of petition which reached Mr.
George S. Coleman, at that time acting
secretary, on AprU 27th. To this plan also
the fratemity tumed a deaf ear.

of

Professor

James Mavor,

an

Alpha

Delta Phi, Professor W. J. Alexan
der, the Registrar, James Brebner,

This first

petition presented

to

the

1901 Convention held with the Tau
on
2, 3, was unsuccessful. Sev

May

delegates had attended the gath
ering in Phkadelphia. George S.
eral

sent

Coleman, Xi '76, Secretary of the
Counck, intimated to the petitioners

with

that the substance of the

simkar testimonials, the latter
great detail discussing each pe
titioner. Professor Akred T. Delury
also wrote favorably of the society.

Carson, of the chemistiy de
partment, a member of Delta Kappa
C. M.

came

from the

more

opposition

conservative

Chapters, Chapters steeped in the
tradition of Psi Upsilon as an exclu
sively American fraternity.

THE

C

H

A

When the quest for a charter was
renewed the next year, steps were
taken by the Toronto petitioners to

send

delegates to Toronto. An
pamphlet, largely the work
of WiUiam J. Hanley '01, persua
sively expounding the cause of Ca
nadian-American internationalism in
fratemity matters as in political and
academic Ike, was sent to all the Psi
U Chapters. This made a
lasting
impression; Herbert L. Bridgman,

'66, and George S. Coleman,
'76, began to display an interest
and to give encouragement to the

Gamma
ki

The

growtii of fraterni
a
development
not unwelcome to the
University
authorities�the residence plan had
faked. In June, 1901, the ChanceUor
of the University, Chief Justice Sk
petitioners.

ties at Toronto

companied by
from the faculty.

urged

of

Committee to visit Toronto. But

a

at

appointment

this objective was attained.
Thus after three years of patient
pleading of thek cause, the stiU un
named but flourishing group found

the Conven

itsek where it had started. Almost

again

other body of young men,
daunted by this experience, would
have sought other affihations. But
the society had reached a pokit

was

testimonial

ac

any

letters

Undaunted by fak
second time, the local group
authorized T. N. Phelan '02, and W.
W. Livingtone '03, to visit George S.
Coleman, Xi '76, in New York and
discuss the whole situation with him.
ure

least the

ter,

even

upon the land, and I
that when the trustees have to deal
with the matter, they wUl deal wdth it in
a broad, hberal
spirit.

Haven,

Canada,

Smith, Chi '45, a scholar of world
wide repute, who had moved to
Toronto. Delegates from the Cana
dian group, attending the 1903 Con
vention held with our Mother Chap

trust

to

into

endorsement of Professor Goldwin

erecting buildings

petition,

S

sprkig of 1903 the Toronto
renewed
its petition with fresh
group
this
time
with the added
fervor,

The Legislature (of Ontario), during the
last session, made provision by which a
portion of University lands can be set apart
for these bodies (fratemities), and money
can be loaned them for the
purpose of

The 1902

R

In the

was

WiUiam Meredith said:

tion in New

E

group to per
severe. A
was extended
invitation
pressing
to Mr. Coleman and Mr. Bridgman to visit
the Toronto fraternity during the winter.
The petitioners left, taking with them let
ters of intioduction which Mr. Coleman
fumished to Psi UpsUon chapters at the
universities of New York, Columbia, Yale,
Wesleyan, Trinity, Union, Syracuse, and
Rochester. These chapters were in turn
visited by the two-man deputation. Evetywhere it was the same: conviction that
Canadian coUege life differed too widely
from American. A feeling that intercourse
between the American chapters and any
which might be established in Canada
woiUd be restricted by reason of the cleav
age in nationahty. This viewpoint was most
strongly rooted at Columbia, whUe the Delta
and Beta rather warmly espoused the idea
of a Canadian chapter.

elaborate

Xi

T

chapters towards expansion
and encouraged the Toronto

anticipate this difficulty. Every op
portunity was taken to urge the Chap
ters to

P

a

where its strength, locally permitted
it to hold its place without outside
support as one of Toronto's strongest
fraternities.
In this crisis

Of this visit, the historians of the Nu
viT-ite:

was

seventeen
Mr. Coleman received the deputation
with his unfailing kindliness, explained once
more the reluctant attitude of some of the

tion. The
ance

821

an

historic decision

made that served for the next

years

as

the basis of
of

principle
seeking
Upskon alone

with Psi

ac

alli
was
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confirmed. To Psi

the flower of Chi Deka Psi, and

stitution of the

crknson

Upskon, the con
society provided, a

and black as the colors.
be
Meetkigs which continued to

could at any time be ad
dressed. But to no other fraternity
could proposals of affiliation be sub

petition

mitted without

advance

tice and the

of

ample
holding

held

pressive.
The annual

The group for the first time
a name
of its own, Chi

meeting.

adopted

Delta Psi. And it

was

hotel,

petition was dis
Upsilon in May, 1904.

patched
This

time, however,

were

the

Again
were

held in

Wis.

Madison,

petition

fail,

to

was

as

those which followed each year

without

lapse

for

a

decade

to

as

some
years each petition
couched in much the same terms

its

predecessor.

longer

of 1904

in the home at 97 St.

an

Joseph

Street which had been rented and

for four years had served so well.
This property was sold to Mr. Justice
The

Anglin.

had atti-acted

On October 10, 1904, the brothers met
St. Joseph St., but had moved be
fore the next meeting to 66 Gloucester

demic honors and

at 89

the
effort to secure a suitable permanent home
was somewhat unsuccessful. Several houses
were tried, the autumn of 1905
beginning
for the chapter at 34 Isabella St., until, at
the opening of the 1906 academic year, a
very comfortable- and adequate home was
found at 55 Madison Ave. This remained
the permanent residence of the fratemity
for some years to come.
next year

From the outset,

the local
with

a

society

or

two

have seen,
provided itself

as we

had

constitution, house rules and

initiation ritual.

password

were

The

grip

and the

continued. In

ary, 1905, the violet

was

Janu
adopted as

men

of

Throughout

its

number of

first fifteen years, it repeatedly led
the Toronto fraternities in the aca

that

Stieet; and for the

a

academic distinction.

record

historians

Nu

held in a dovratown
of the earliest official
of the society, and

organization fuUy grown with its
pokcies and procedures clearly de
fined. In spite of its local character
it stood high among the fraternities
at Toronto. From the first the society

meeting in the
found the society no

Chi Delta Psi's first
autumn

of Chi Delta

from bench and bar, as weU as from
the faculty.
Thus, Chi Delta Psi, developing
and maturing year by year, became

come.

For at least
was

banquet

brought together, as did no other
event, the fuU graduate and under
graduate membership. The tradi
tional toasts at the banquets were
marked by excellent addresses, due
to the distkiguished representation

delegates

no

sent to the Convention

were con

was one

celebrations

Psi that the fourth
to Psi

usually

Psi,

Chi Delta

as

Saturday evening,

ducted with considerable formality.
The initiation ritual was most im

no

special

a

on

by

scholarships

won

its members.

The

residence

at

55

Madison

Avenue, which served from 1906 to
1916 as die home of Chi Delta Psi,
was

a

substantial, roomy and

fortable brick
rooms,

bukding

com

of fourteen

comparing favorably wdth

the

other fraternity houses. But it
rather far from the campus; and the
rent payments might have been more
was

profitably applied,

in the

opinion

of

purchase of a home.
early April, 1906, Gregory S.
Hodgson '02, George M. Clark '01,
and McKay, were appointed trustees

some, to the
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bukding fund,

in this

capacity.

graduating

to

was

the first to serve
Each member on

contribute to the

fund, the hope being that within
few years
be raised.

substantial

a

sum

would

celebration

a

decennial

held. An informal
Friday, December 16,

was

on

followed by an
evening smoker.
At these were discussed the two ob
jectives of the group-Psi Upskon
and the purchase of a new home. On
was

Saturday a luncheon was
University Club; the
ended with

a

held

at

the

celebration
dinner and theatre

party.
Voices

were

raised, among them
J. Hanley '01, in

diat of Wkham

favor of

Canadian na
tional fratemity of which Chi Delta
Psi would be the mother chapter.
Eh F. Burton '01, proposed that the

organizing

a

quest for Psi Upsilon continue for
five years, k necessary, the expense
to be borne by the whole
fraternity
�both graduates and undergrad
uates. This plan was followed, until
the Psi Upskon objective was aban

doned

temporarky during

the War.

The progress of the society during
its first decade had been remarkable.

The financial difficulties of earher
had been weathered, and a
strong membership had been bukt
out of the best material in the Uni

days

versity.

The

men

of Chi Delta Psi

had outshone any other fratemity in
scholastic distinction, and had held
thek ovra in the field of sport. At the
end of the decade none of the fourteen fraternities could boast of a
more

credkable record

than that

E

S

R

steadily advancing. Year by year
of a building committee
were
appointed. N. A. McLarty '10,
and J. E. Hodgson took an active
part for several years. The fraternity
trustees

however, bound until Septem
ber, 1912, by the lease at 55 Madison

by Chi Delta Psi.
The project of buying
chapter house was

Avenue.

By the autumn of 1914, $15,000
having been pledged, the trus
of Chi Deka Psi

tees

last in

were

at

tion.

The

or

bukding

meanwhke
323
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Building

position

to

take

ac

fraternity
fully at
on
April 10, 1915,
meeting
authorized the purchase of 24 Har
at

a

tended

bord Street, very close to the cam
pus. This property was purchased

forthwith.
The History

of

the Nu records :

A company had just been formed to han
dle the purchase. Incorporated by brother
Gordon McMillan and given the name Chi
Delta Psi Buildings Limited, its capital
stock was $40,000, divided into common
shares of $25 each. The plan was that aU
graduate members would purchase four
shares of the stock, and in addition lend
the Building Company $100 on a noninterest paying note, redeemable at some
future imstated date when the finances of
the fratemity were on a stronger footing.

The

period

from

1910

apart from the purchase of

to

1916,

a

house

and the organization of the Psi Up
silon Alumni Association of Canada,

witnessed

no

outstanding develop

ments in the affaks of Chi Delta Psi.

Its

membership

had

steadily

in

the campus
creased;
position
The
maintained.
had been
objective
its

on

Upsilon had been
energetically pursued.
In 1909 the petitioners had enlisted the help of EUiott Sterling
Dean, Upskon '90, a resident of
of union with Psi

Toronto, and

made
a

T

was,

In the winter of 1910

luncheon

a

P

a

most

enthusiastic and

devoted advocate. For ten years he
was

to

prove

an

indefatigable aUy.
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He

warmly supported

the 1909
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peti
J. E.

yet aU the Chapters did

as

favor

not

he did in 1910, when
Hodgson and T. B. Malone attended
the Convention in Gambier as dele

extension to the Dominion.

gates of

Toronto, and found among others

tion,

as

Chi Delta Psi.

the

ing
printed

1910

and

Sterhng Dean, Upsilon '90, then
sought additional alumni support in
E.

Accompany

petition

was

attractively

WiUiam H. S.

well

a

bound bro

chure which contained the

following

concluding paragraph:
We can continue as a local fratemity
and have no fears for the future, but we
believe that membership in Psi Upsilon
wUl benefit us immensely. Ten annual pe
titions have been presented to your Fra
ternity by Chi Delta Psi. By keeping us
waiting, Psi Upsilon gains nothing and is
losing a stragetic opportunity. We have
shown our determination; we have an as
sured position; the University of Toronto
is too
must

to

important
to it

come

overlook;

sooner or

Psi

later.

Upsilon
Why not

now?

The 1910

again,

ambitious

cipal

failed

petition having

in 1911

Dean

organized
expedition into

the

of resistance.

centers

an

Taking

prior to the Convention
Kappa, the Upskon,
Pi, Psi, Theta, and Chi. Again, in
he visited

held with the

four-man invasion, headed by
Dean, attended the Convention held
Vidth the Lambda, but to no avail. In

1913,

a

by

reason

of

a

misunderstand

ing as to the date of the Convention,
no
petition was presented. But in the
spring of 1914, Dean took P. C. MulhoUand '12, and W. E. Wkder '12,
to

the

Convention

in

Providence.

Chi Deka Psi then had

a
Though
and
of
one hundred
membership
thirty-nine, including twenty-seven
undergraduates, Psi Upskon was still

against going

into Canada. But the

overtures of Chi Delta Psi

definitely rejected;
perseverence

was

on

the

were

not

contraty

encouraged.

erick C. Lee,
C. Peattie, Phi '06. Gathering one
evening for dinner in McConkey's
Hotel, this group founded the Psi
Alumni Association of Can

Upskon
ada.

sadly depleted membership

A

moved

Harbord

the

into

But

Street

home when the first meeting was
held in October, 1915. But five mem
bers

were

living

January, 1916,

in the house.

even

this smaU

By

rem

had been reduced. At the last
meeting in the house untk after the
nant

War, held Januaty 29, 1916,
were

present.

One

more

held at the home of

prin

with him K. H. McCrimmon '12, J.
E. Hodgson, and N. A. McLarty '10,

1912

'95, Fred
Edward
and
'96,
Pi

Burgess,
Beta

on

Cluny

J.

only five

meeting was

W. Grant

'14,

Avenue, May 29, 1916; J.

'14, J. W. Grant '14,
A. W. Macpherson '18, and M. G.
Gunn, the only members present, kiC. McCleUand

formally

declared

the

fratemity

such tkne, after the
events and ckcumstances

closed until

War,

as

might permit its revival.
It is altogether fitting that

the pen

of the Nu historians should record
Chi Delta Psi in
the

part played by

the

war:

The stoty of Chi Delta Psi in the Great
long remain one of the illustiious
chapters in the annals of Psi Upsilon. Out
of a total graduate and undergraduate
membership of a little more than 100, al
most evety physically able-bodied member
joined His Majesty's Forces, and most of
them saw overseas service in the army,
navy or air force. Fourteen of the breth
ren were killed in action, or died of war
injuries, their names being commemorated
in a bronze plaque which hangs in a place
of honor in the St. George St. chapter
house of the Nu.
War will
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Altogether

38

of

CHAPTERS

die

brothers were
wounded or disabled.
MUitary decorations
received by the brothers of Chi Delta Psi
totalled some 50 awards, and included the

only

Victoria Cross to be

by any of
die several thousand soldier students and
graduates of the University of Toronto who
went on service; and, so far as is
known,
the only Victoria Cross bestowed on
any
member of any fraternity. Brother
Major
Thain WendeU MacDoweU '14, added to
this rare distinction by
gaining also the
Distinguished Service Order with bar. The
exploit which brought brother MacDoweU
his Victoria Cross occurred
dming the
Canadians' capture of Vimy Ridge, in
April, 1917. In the opening assault, dm
ing this operation, brother MacDoweU, then
a
captain in the 38th Battahon, became
separated in the barrage from his company.
With only two rimners he advanced deep
into the enemy positions and reached a
strong point of resistance, far in advance
of the rest of the attacking tioops. He
bombed and silenced one machine gun
crew. At his
approach another machine
gun crew fled and took refuge in an imderground dugout. MacDoweU, instructing his
two runners to wait above,
pursued the
German machine gunners down fifty-two
steps to an underground chamber. In it he
found a company of Prussian Guard, num
bering 75, and including two oflBcers. He
immediately ordered them to surrender,
whereupon the entire company threw up
their hands as MacDoweU faced them with
drawn revolver. He then sent them, dis
armed, above, in batches of twelve, where
the two waiting runners, with bayoneted
rifles, started them back over the battle
field to the nearest advance Canadian
positions. Brother MacDoweU, though
wounded in the hand, held the enemy
strong point against strong fire tiU assist
ance came, and remained on
duty for five
days before being relieved.
In the

spring

of 1919 the reorgan
was dis

May

D. E. Robertson

at

young for military serv
ice, who had organized an associ
ation which was in itself an incipient

students,

won

the home of Dr.

'07, famous

in the

world of orthopaedic surgery, and
for his escape from death by en

tombment in a collapsed mine at
Moose River, Nova Scotia, in 1936,
there gathered Page, Robertson, Mc-

Kelvey, Warrington, T. Hanley, EUis,
MukioUand, J. Grant, McCleUand,

Thkteen of them

initiated into Chi Delta Psi
at the home of M.

1919,

were

May 17,
Langdon

EUis '11-A. W.

Blue,

W. M.

and A. R. Stkison, of

Ryerson,

G. E.

Macnab,

die class of 1919; L. Patrick, J. B.
Ridley, and J. E. Tanner, of the class
of 1920; C. M. Vining and R. H.
Middleton, of the class of 1921; C.
A.

Bishop,

W. R.

Brewster, and V.

G. Hunt, of the class of 1923; and
W. J. Irwin '24. This initiation sig

nalized the rebkth of Chi Delta Psi
as a

fraternity.

Attention then turned to the

long
standing quest of Psi Upsilon. Dean
and Peattie urged that a petition
presented to the 1919 Convention
would probably succeed due to the
change in the American viewpoint
brought about by the War. Edward
C. Peattie, Phi '06, K. H. McCrim
'12, T. W. MacDoweU '14, and

mon

McLarty '15, attended the
Convention in Minneapohs and made
a most favorable
impression. Peattie
handled the petition with consum
mate skkl, overcoming the opposi
tion of the single objector by asking
the pertinent question, "Don't you
Gordon

teenth

is over?"

This, the fif

petition, passed

the Conven

tion and
ters

war

was

referred to the

Chap

for the ratification which took

some

months.

Pending ratification,

it

sary to obtain for what
our first Canadian

come

home

more

house

on

325
�

too

fraternity.

know the

ization of Chi Delta Psi

cussed. In

Gordon McLarty, and Guy Hanley.
was decided to interview fourteen

It

was neces
was

to

be

Chapter,

a

suitable than the old

Harbord Street. For

$18,-

ANNALS

000
was

a

house at 8 WiUcocks Street,

purchased early

in
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October,

1919, and

two weeks later
the members.

occupied
by
Throughout the winter ratification
by the Chapters continued. Chi Delta
Psi met for the last time
Aprk 19,
1920. Five days later, on
Aprk 24,
1920, Herbert L. Bridgman, Gamma
'66, assisted by George H. Fox, Upsi

Bishop, J. Logan Sutherland,
McKay.
"Nu" was adopted as the name of
the first Canadian Chapter. The
C. A.

and W. S.

members of the Executive Counck
then proceeded with the initiation of
fifty-three graduate members of Chi
Deka Psi.
Thus was the Nu Chapter born,
a
Chapter which has contributed
three hundred and six members to
our
Fraternity, of whom two hun
dred and ninety-four are hving. The
first Convention in Canada was held
with the Nu in 1937. Robert K. Nor
they '12, since 1938 has been a val
ued member of

our

Executive Coun

cil. From the ranks of the Nu have
Scholarsseveral Rhodes
come

George M. Smidi '09, Kennedi A.
Hamikon '21, George Skkhng '34.
With the festivities of the installa
tion over, our new members started
lon '67, Theodore L. Waugh, Pi '98,
and Edward L. Stevens, Chi '99, in

stalled the Nu Chapter of Psi Upsi
lon in the WiUcocks Stieet home. A

long

and

distinguished

group

a

Chapter

that

was soon

to

of the strongest on the
The
Chapter flourished in
campus.
in
studies,
sports, and in fellowship.

of

alumni from many Chapters jour
neyed to Toronto to witness the
culmination of

bukding
become

Not

one

long

after the

Chapter

had

established, the inadequacy of
Wklcocks Street became apparent.

been
8

need for

happy
quest that
in mkaculous fashion had continued

There

for two decades.

old-time mansion at 65 St. George
Street, which had been purchased.
Ideally situated with its rear on the

a

Thkty-one undergraduates were
Hanley, C. M. Vkiing, W. J. Irwin, V. G. Hunt, J. E.
Tanner, J. R. McLean, G. E. Mac
nab, F. G. Sulhvan, John B. Ridley,
R. K. Ruddy, George E. F. Sweet,
A. H. Livingston, H. S. Barlow,
Lloyd M. Price, K. A. Hamkton, W.
M. Ryerson, D. S. Carrie, L. Patrick,
initiated E. G.

W. R.

W. E.

Brewster,
Levan, H. F.
Robertson, B. T. Stephenson, R. H.
Middleton, A. F. Stuart, A. D. T.
Purdy, A. W. Carew, C. C. Slemin,

was

1, 1922, possession

more room.
was

June

taken of

an

campus and its forepaws immersed
city traffic, this rambling, manyroomed house was splendid for fra
in

ternity purposes.
On

Sunday,

November 22, 1925,

the Memorial Tablet in honor of the

members of the Chapter who had
given thek lives in the War was
dedicated. No function in the HaU
of the Nu has been attended with

much

dignity

and

solenmity.

so

The

THE

C

H

A

P

T

E

alumni and a large
number of visitors
including Presi
dent Sk Robert Falconer, K. C. M. G.,

lon have

and Chief

most

undergraduates,

Justice

Latchford

Through

hymns
and

dignity. Major

a

a

were

passed

gates of

some

distinguished

Psi

Upsi

of Toronto's

sons.

mits the mention of but

Space

per

few among
many who have added to the luster
of our Fraternity. Dr. Eli F. Burton
a

'01, head of the Department of
Physics at Toronto, is an interna
known

tionally

scientist.

Alex

I.

Fisher '01, an outstanding jurist and
Justice of the Supreme Court of

beauty

T. W. Mac

DoweU '14, V.C, D.S.O., unveked
the tablet. The following names
ap
pear in the Roll of Honor
bronze tablet on the

the halls of Chi Deka Psi

and later the ivied

present. The service was simple, but
in the old oak haU rather
dimly lit
through the stained glass windows
and with the flag covered tablet, the
solemn sentences of the
prayers and
dedication and the melody of the
combined to lend it

S

R

British Columbia; William J. Hanley
a member of a
famky important

'01,

in the annals of the

the
of the

on

Nu; Frederick

house: James Ernest Rob
ertson '01, Thomas Bask Malone '09,

G. T. Lucas '01, outstanding lawyer
and jurist, a Justice of the Supreme
Court of British Columbia; and John

Norman

T.

Mulcahy '01,

a

in

Ontario,

all members of the

stairway

Chapter

Bkton '06, Stan
Howson Brockelbank '13, Warren

Creighton

ley
Knight CampbeU '14, Irving Harri
son Dawson '09,
Douglas Qukk EUis

'08, Oswald Wetiierald Grant '14,
Murray Grant Gunn '16, Donald
Patzki Gibson '16, John Eastwood
Hodgson '09, Herbert Braid Northwood '05, John Stanley Reanme '16,
and Wikred

John

Watts '14.

During the years of the depression
all of the fraternities on the campus
suffered.
uate

"Prospects" were few; grad
support was largely withdrav^rn.

The

Nu,

decreased

guided by some
struggled against

in

numbers,

five young men,
a
strong tide, but

surmounted financial and other diffi
In

September, 1939,
By the spring Psi

came

U's

to the colors for

the
were

land,

ruary, 1941,
Nu

were

earliest class from which Psi Upsilon
drew its members. J. A. McEvoy '03,
after a distinguished career at the

bar, ascended the bench of the High
Court of Ontario.

'07, renowned

Dr. D. E. Robertson

orthopedic

Canadian

surgeon,

was

the

first

the

operation
perform
"sympathectomy." E. G.
McMiUan '09, K.C., distinguished
corporation lawyer; Norman A. Mc
Larty '10, leading lawyer, parlia
known

to

as

mentarian, and Postmaster General
of Canada; Leslie C.

Moyer '10, emi
Matthew
counsel;
corporation
one
Ellis
time
Presi
'11,
Langdon

nent

sea,

thkty

members of the

in active service.

Alumni Association, were
halls of Chi Delta Psi just
the War.

serv

and in the ak. Even
the veterans of the last war were
ready to serve their country. By Feb
on

judge

ation

again flocking
ice

well known

dent of the Psi U Alumni Associ
of Toronto and of the Nu

culties.
War.

are

Thomas R.

in

the

prior to
Hanley '11,
and scholar;

great doctor, athlete
Robert K. Northey '12, a member of
the Executive Council, prominent in
the Canadian business world and in
Major K. H. Mc-

the paper business;
327

ANNALS

Crimmon

'12, D.S.O.,

senior

and Power

E. Wilder

financial

'12,

Janeko Tramway,
Company; Wikiam
of the most astute

one

in Canada�continued

men

keep
high the banner of
and
what was to become
Upsilon

to

on

in the business world. D. D. Carrick

Psi

the

'28, the greatest all-around athlete of
the

University, many times amateur
gok champion of Canada, has made
his mark at the bar. George SkiUing
'34, one of the Nu's Rhodes Scholars,
as a

radio broadcaster

the

Nazi

Nu.

The

phenomenal

(Bar),

record of

Major

'14, V.C, D.S.O.

T. W. MacDoweU

aheady been mentioned.
Bryan '15, has been a

has

Arthur E.

prominent official in the Far East.
Professor David A. Keys '15, has
achieved distinction in the Depart
ment of Physics at McGkl Univer

sity.
cess

Charles M.
in

Vining '21, after

journalism

and

suc

advertising,

became President of the Newsprint
Export Manufacturers' Association
of Canada. Gordon G. Duncan '23,
captain of football, an aviator and

engineer,

John

died in his

C. Porter

tising expert,

history

materiaUy in
Chapter. Edgar

on

neth A. McMillan

Northey

The

'15, and John
was

the

spirit,

G.

Czecho-Slo
the faith

loyalty,

Chi

kept

Delta Psi steadfast in the quest of
Upsilon, have been maintained
in the Nu Chapter. In the past the
lived up to its
motto, die Greek word "NIKE", not
only in the field of battie but in Ike;
in the future victory wkl crovrai its
has

Chapter

ever

endeavor.

Join, brothers, join

in

our

anthem of

glad

ness.

may

we

us

the faithful and free;

sing, free from

sorrow

and

sadness.

Strong

in

our

Edward

of

brotherhood, happy are we.
Witherspoon, Upsilon '66.

fine history prepared by Ken
'25, with the assistance of Robert

on a

C. Porter

also made

missed

Psi

Long

the

of

decades

which for two

the Nu has been based

'12. Use

invasion

barely

vakia.

Welcome among

years.

'25, prominent adver

aided

of his

The material
K.

early

'26, has achieved distinction

Burton

execu

tive of the Rio de

Light

UPSILON

PSI

OF

a

short

history by Sidney

K. Shel-

ton '40.

EPSILON

PHI

CHAPTER
March

McGiLL University

Again nearly eight

years were to
pass before another and a worthy
link was added to the hallowed
chain. McGill University, Montreal,
founded in 1821, became on
March 17, 1928, the home of the Ep

17, 1928

Fraternity.
The first attempt to. obtain a char
for McGiU was in 1900. Early in
that year a movement for Psi Upsi
ter

Quebec,

lon

skon Phi

by the hteraty studious set of men, es
pecially the men who take good rank as

Chapter of Psi Upskon, the
twenty-eighth in the history of our

was

scholars.
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In the Archives of the

Fraternity is
petition
spring of 1901 by a
local society called Alpha Phi for a
charter of Psi Upskon. This was
stiongly endorsed by men promi
in the

a

nent in the Ike of Canada such

Sk

as

Laurier, K.C., M.G.,
Prime Minister of Canada, the Prin
cipal of McGkl, members of the fac
and

by members of
Fratemity, including Thomas

our

C.

Henry D. Lawrence, Zeta '73, Cranswick Jost, Xi '62, Goldwin Smith,

Bakey,

seek as we have ever sought, the
best, but let us not, as we have sometimes
done, refuse the best when they come
knocking, I repeat, that my hope is that
om Fratemity wUl accept diis rare oppor
tunity to establish a chapter at McGiU.
us

This

petition

however,

was,

by
Phkadelphia,

on

the

tension to Canada

skable. For
were taken.
On the

a

time

evening

no

of

not

then de-

further steps

Monday,

for

thoughts,
began choosing deskable men.
During the summer Stafford and
Davis pledged Dr. Howard L. Bron
of Yale, Ernest W. Sheldon '04,
gold medalist in mathematics, John
Ower '05, Ezra B. Rider '07,

son

James
and George

No-

Shanks '04. With this
opening of

nucleus assured for the

the 1904r-O5 coUege term, the orig
kial three felt that they could pro
ceed with definite organization.
Mundie

grounds that ex-

was

was

been read and adopted declared
the purposes of the Fraternity to be:
real and helpful friendto

kig

promote

ships among
strengthen tiie

Chades W. Davis '07, 45 McKay
Street, Montreal, and founded the
Epskon Phi Fratemity. In the

of

of that year F. Montague A.
Stafford '07, had proposed to Gor
don S. Mundie '06, the formation of
a new
fraternity at McGkl. There

sprkig

aheady

cieties

on

seven

the

Deka

Alpha
Kappa Alpha,

Greek Letter So-

campus

(Zeta Psi,

Upskon,
Kappa Epskon,

Phi, Delta

Delta
Theta Deka Chi, and Phi Deka
Theta), but these two students
agreed that the existing fraternities

appointed temporaty

chakman and Davis temporaty secretary of the meeting on November
14. The proposed constitution hav-

vember 14, 1904, three McGkl undergraduates met at the home of

were

organizations

a new
group established
of
basis
character, friendship,
upon
and service to McGkl. Later Davis
was asked to
join them, as he was
in sincere agreement with thek
and together the three

de

the 1901 Convention in

chned

considered such

a

Brainerd,
'59, Charles Lyman,
Beta '71, Walter Meigs, Beta '98,

Let

they

place

Beta

chi '45, and W. Whitinan
Sigma '64. The latter wrote:

losing sight

should represent and were becoming
too much involved in student poli
tics. Stafford and Mundie were con
vinced that there was a definite

Wikrid

ulty,

of the ideals which

were

ks

members;

to

kidividual characters
its members; and to exert a
moral and rational influence

strong

McGiU college Ike. Davis initi
ated Mundie, who in turn initiated
Stafford and Davis.
A second meeting was held one
week later when John Ower, J. Al
Ian Stevenson and Ezra B. Rider
were admitted to membership; and
on

November 28, George Shanks,
Dr. Howard L. Bronson and Emest
W. Sheldon were initiated, the last
on

two
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house could not be
two

considered,
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membership was small,
alumni, though intensely

age active

so

furnished flats at 64 McGik Col

and the

Avenue

loyal, were
beginning

secured. Here the
first annual meeting was

lege
Fraternity's

were

of these

(two

members and six
rented

at 86 Union

a

a

the

Fraternity

strengthened during its early
who
years by members of character

1905-06, tiie

was

furnished house

Avenue, and under the

put

of Ezra Rider devoted

presidency

ideal had been to

By careful selection,

pledges).

For the next term

Fraternity

have

honorary

were

the

small body of men closely
united, and the utmost caution was
observed in picking new members.

held with Gordon Mundie in the
chak, and with the membership of
sixteen

few in number. From the

its aims and ideals into concrete

form.

They played

a

part

in McGill

ritual, and pondered the question of

life out of all proportion to thek
numbers. Members of Epskon Phi

affiliation with

were

much attention to the creation of

This

ternity.

and

a

international fra

possibkity

cussed with

leges;

an

men

trip

a

from

was

dis

was

other col

made

and

to New

Haven to interview the members of
a

Yale

it

was

decided to remain

contact

was

the

Fraternity

located

at ks

first

Upsilon

twenty years later.
The thkd year of its existence

the various

Murray

college

Brooks '07,

presidents

of that

Mundie and Davis

athletic

was

chak
cre

Council; both

were

presidents

of thek classes in thek senior years,
as were Shanks and
George Wilson.

saw

thkd ad

dress�5 Shuter Street� and the

on

ated the McGill Students' Counck;
Stuart Ramsey '08, was one of the

local; and

made with Psi

the Students' Council,

of the committee which

man

altered until

not

was

on

teams.

fraternity. Finally, however,

this decision

on

class and club executives and edi
torial boards, in the McCiU Y.M.C.A.

In its first ten years the

next

Fraternity

year saw still another move� to 70
McGill College Avenue; but this

had two Rhodes Scholars� Harry T.
Logan '08, and Frank Hawkins '08.

tkne the members decided to have

The

their

M's."

a

furniture. For this purpose
loan was floated, the members re
in

sponding
manner,

some

a

most

at

considerable sacri

spring

of 1908 there

was

'09, tmce leader of
footbaU; Spurgeon McKenzie
'14, senior track; whke the feats of
Eric Billington '12, upon the gridkon
have become part of the athletic
senior

a

definite indication that the organ
ization was becoming firmly estab

lished

at

McGill and

was

making

progress. A house at 150 Durocher Street was leased for a term
of three years. By this tkne also, din

steady

ing

room

placed
a

tradition of McGill.
There was a decided medical tinge
to the pre-war
group, many members

having distinguished records

on a

satisfactoty basis.

problem�partly

always

because the

aver

in med

icine.

arrangements had been

Finances were, of course,

many "Big
captains were
senior hockey;

won

its team

Dan Gillmore

encouraging

fice to themselves.
In the

group, too,

Among
Stuart Ramsey '08,

own

Though engaged

in such diversi

fied activities, the members continued
to maintain a strong and close associa
tion in thek ovioi brotherhood. This,

830
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however,
become

was

H

permitted to
organization for the ad

an

vancement to

rule of

C

never

campus office. An old
Phi that no broti^ier

Epskon

should nominate another to
any posi
tion on an
undergraduate club or
team, nor engage in electioneering on
his behalf, prevaks to this
day.
An important
step in the develop
ment of the
Fraternity was taken on

Aprk 17, 1909,
an

Alumni

widi the formation of
Association, which imme

diately began to raise, through a bond
issue, money

to reduce the Frater

debt. The chakman of the As
sociation's first executive committee

nity's

RusseU Patterson '08. At their
first annual meeting, in
May 1910, the
Alumni elected as thek president,
was

Alex.

Lindsay '09,

who

during

the

1913-14 term became the Associa
tion's treasurer. In the story of
Epsi
lon Phi he is typical of those hard

working,

conscientious and

unassum

A

P

T

E
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the faU term of 1914 the

Chapter, on
account of enlistments, was steadily
decreasing in numbers. The first Epilon Phi undergraduate to join the
colors was Bill LighthaU who saked
as a
Royal Canadian Dragoon with
the 1st Contingent. Obtaining a com
went with the 3d Dorsets

mission, he

India, Mesopotamiia and Mace
donia; then joining the Royal Flying

to

Corps,

he served in

tine where he

won

Cross. He

Flying
by Brothers

Egypt
the

and Pales

Distinguished

was soon

Bearisto and

followed

McCaghey.

Struthers, Busby, Spurgeon

Then

McKenzie and Wendell McKenzie

the 6th Field Ambulance;
Forbes the 1st McGill Overseas Com
the
pany; Buchanan and Desbrisay

joined

Engineers.
As

graduates

turned

to

a

greater

service, alumni support necessarily
lessened. The alumni president, Stu
art Ramsay, resigned in October upon

ing Brothers, upon whose unceasing
labors the true strength of a Frater
nity is founded.
During the 1911-12 term, the first

his commission in the
and Shanks sailing with
he
C.A.M.C,
the 1st Canadian General Hospital,
to which John Ower was also at

Epsilon Phi Bulletin was issued by
the Alumni. It contained a
dkectoty
of members and a resume of

tached. Bklington came East to join
the last Universities Company of the
Patricias, later receiving a commis
sion in the Royal Engineers. Bill

college

obtaining

and Fraternity activities for the year.
Similar bulletins have been issued in

Common '12,

succeeding

Contingent

sessions.

Meanwhile the Alumni were aiding
the Chapter in its housing and fur

nishing problems. The final pre-war
change of residence was made in
1912-from Durocher Street to 196
Mkton Street, on which a two-year
lease was secured. Thus during the
first ten years of its existence the Fra

ternity had

six homes.
The declaration of War against Ger
many ahnost immediately had its ef

fect upon the

Fraternity. Throughout

sailed with the 1st

as a

Corporal

of the 14th

Royal Montreal Regiment. While
serving with them at the front he was
captured, and spent three years a
prisoner of

war

'15

Johnston
the artillery.
ments

of the

in

Germany. Morgan

gained

a

commission in

The record of enlist

continued untk

three-quartets
Fraternity's membership had

entered the service. Grant Lochead

'11, doing postgraduate work at Leip
had been interned for the dura
tion of the War.

zig,
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the army and saking with
the expedkionaty force to Siberia,
served as
during the fall

Epskon Phi faced the 1915-16
session, steadky decreasing numbers
As

joining

and the uncertainties of the situation

led to the

relinquishment

president

of 1916. At last it became impossible
longer to maintain a house. Arrange

of the resi

dence at 196 Mkton. Furniture
stored for the summer, but in

was

ments

Sep

discussion at the 204th

but smaller, house. The Fratemity,
accordingly, moved to 186 Mance
Then in France, on Februaty 9,
came the first break in a broth

then Lionel Oliver's name
Epsilon Phi's Roll of Honor.

eighty-

three members, when Private Archie
McLeon '15, of the 24th Battalion,

been wounded the previous autumn,
was killed in action.

fice when his

plane

McKenzie

Field

dovra in

on

Octo

'11, then a lieutenant
Patricias, who had won his

fame for his invention of

a

Brigade,

was

summer

Canadian

killed in action.

of 1918 Gunner

and led them in singing
"Tipperary"; but when they reached
the hospital at dawTi on August 22, he

Stuart Forbes

commission in the field and

1st

companions

ber 18.
in the

on

hospital he tried to cheer his wounded

year Gunner W. P. B. Bearisto '17, of
the 21st Canadian Field ArtiUery was
he died

was

Oliver of the 10th Siege Battery was
wounded by shell fire on the road at
Vreley. Durkig the ride through the
night in the ambulance to the base

sacri

flames behind the enemy hues.
In the fighting around Ypres that

severely wounded;

'14,

Artillery,

In the

E. M. Des

went

meet

During the assault on Vkny Ridge,
May 9, 1917, Lieutenant Spurgeon

Canada, who had

brisay '15, made the supreme

regular

of the Fraternity, held on Aprk
21, 1917, with Lionel Oliver '17, pre
siding. It was the FaU of 1919 before
the 205th meeting was held; and by

1916,

following August,

relinquish

ing

Street.

The

made for the

ment

consultations with the Alumni still in
town, it was decided to obtain a new,

Victoria Rffies of

were

of the Mance Street residence
and the indefinite storage of the fur
niture. This was the main subject of

tember, after much discussion and

erhood which had reached
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gained

machine

was

dead.

A month

later,

on

September 21,

Lieutenant "Abbie" Shanks

Squadron, Royal

Ak

'08, 108di

Force,

was

wounded that Sum
gun sight,
mer�in Lovers' Walk, Sanctuary

kiUed.

Wood, where he commanded brigade

tice, Lieutenant

machine guns and won the Mkitaty
Cross. This decoration for bravety un

'17, 11th Battety, C.G.A., who had
been gassed at Armentieres, died of

der fire was also won, in November,
by Fred Tees, Captain in the Medical

influenza.

was

Corps.
Meanwhke

at

home the

on, in

Fratemity
spite
steadky

carrying
increasing difficulties.

was

of

Rolf Struthers

Then in London after the Armis

Cuyler

McKenzie

During the war Epsilon Phi was
represented in almost evety branch
of the service, and many of the mem
bers were singled out for special dis
tinction. Norman

McCaghey '12, rose

'16, who had returned from the front

to

to finish his medical

ion, New Ontario Regiment, which he

course

before

re-
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the command of the 52nd Battal
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had

joined

as a

awarded the
Order

tary
tary

Lieutenant. He

c H

A

as

weU

as

Service
the Mki-

Jim

ant with the 72nd

Gun

Canadian Seaforths
Major in the Machine

Corps; Douglas Hyndman '17,

A close connection with war-time

long in the Fratemity.
presidents during the first six
post-war years were veterans: Hynd
man, Lighthak, Amaron, Duncan,
Mitchell, Eager and WeUs. For some
time the majority of the undergradu
service lasted

Seven

a

Lieutenant in the

R.C.H.A.; and Au
who
was
stin Loy,
initiated into the
after
the
War.
Fraternity
McGkl had

struggled through the
a
period
depleted staff and
with a minimum of students; but by
the fak of 1919 the campus began
with

War

to

assume

though

ate

Phi

was
being increasingly repre
sented. But the remarkable record of

normal appearance,
type of undergraduate

Errol Amaron '23, was outstanding.
He was initiated in November, 1920,

the returned

predominant,

soldier. Fighting men transformed
themselves once more into students,

and served

1920,
In

spring

appointed Principal.
re-establishing themselves,

At McGkl he

the

difficult time than most. A house
was rented at 202 Mkton Street, and
those members who were continuing
thek coUege courses renewed thek
Chapter affiliations. Eight brothers
answered the first post-war roll caU
more

haU '16.

They
deed

a

at times the

critical

period.

In

continued existence

twice

despatches.
president of

IntercoUegiate

reached pre-war size,
phase of recon

and the most serious
struction

was

passed.

Of course, diffi

culties still remained which had to
be faced in the following years. The
financial condition of the house, how

gradually improving. New
furnishings were acquked, a bond
ever,

was

issue

being

floated under the dkec-

tion of Eric Leshe. Two hundred and

Mkton Street was the home of
die Epsilon Phi for seven years.
The constant demands of the old
two

faced

an

membership

Doug Hynd

'17, president; Ken Ramsay '20,
Tom Wheeler '18, Howard Dawson
'18, Stuart Planche '16, W. W. Fowler
'19, J. O. Eraser '19, and Bkl Light

was

debater. In
athletics he established a record for
the number of "Big M's" won, and
captained track and basketball.
During his presidency the Chapter

being

University. Epskon Phi, with a com
paratively smaU alumni body, had a

man

of the house

the Students' Counck, of his class, of
the Arts Undergraduates, the Cercle
Frangais and the S.C.A., as well as

was

October 17, 1919:

president

been twice mentioned in

of

McGill fratemities underwent stiuggles simkar to those which accom
panied thek first formation at the

on

as

for the 1921-22 session. He had won
the Mkitary Medal overseas and had

soon to be enrolled
again under thek
old war-time commander. General Sk

Arthur Currie, who, in the

leaders at McGill were old army
Among those leaders Epskon

men.

its

a new

was now

S

R

immediately a sys
tem of regular meetings, and rushing
could not be effectively organized.
But gradually the littie band made
progress, aided by the three founders.

of the Engineers; Harry Logan '08,
who had gone overseas as a Lieuten
a

E

sible to establish

Cross. Other winners of the Mili
Cross were Major
Wood '14,

and became

T

of the group seemed doubtfuL Th^
unsettled conditions made it impos

was

Distinguished

(with Bar)

P

333

ANNALS

house for maintenance and
repaks
taxed the efforts of a succession of
house managers. Epsi
always looked for
ward to the day when they could own
a

men

had

Fraternity house
possibility

When the

of thek

to act

was

as

Comptroller

of

Epskon

Phi and Alumni adviser to the Active
Chapter. He died Aprk 7, 1926.
That FaU the Fraternity moved into

hard-working
lon Phi

UPSILON

SI

OF

thek new, thek own home.
Epskon Phi's connection with Psi
began late in 1924, when

ov^m.

of international

Upskon

Chi '94, had

affiliation arose in 1925, an active
financial campaign under the dkec-

Percy Douglas,

tion of

standing alumni officer of the McGkl
Chapter of Zeta Psi. The question of
a Psi U Chapter at McGkl arose, and

Monty Stafford,

sistance of Bkl Akd

raised

with the

versation v^dth H. F.

as

'17, and others

Walker,

a con
an

out

substantial amount. A com
consisting of Tees, Gklmore,
Forbes and LighthaU, made
arrange
ments for the
purchase of the resi

Walker mentioned that his brotherin-law, Charles Davis, was a member

dence at 293 (now 3429) Peel Street,
and the Epsilon Phi Realty
Company

prove
ings between Psi U alumni resident

a

mittee

was

of

Fraternity which might
worthy of consideration. Meet

local

a

Montreal, Sk Henry Thomton, Tau
'94, President of the Canadian Na

formed.

in

On the campus members

were oc

cupying positions of importance.
Among them were Jamieson, pres-

tional

dent of the McGill Union; Gordon,
the Edkor-in-Chief of the McGill
Daily; Bill James, the Engineers' Pres

sker, Rho '06;

'94,

Rakways; Percy Douglas,

Louis

and

a

Pi

'95;
George Wendt, Pi '05;

ColweU,

group of

Phi alumni

Epskon
At

at the

arranged.
University Club
the Psi Upskon

Alumni Association

of Montreal

formed, with Chief

were

ident; Perry, an intercollegiate tennis
player; Clayton Bourne, a swimming
champion; and club and class presi

Chi

Ernest Ros

was

a

on

meeting

March 3, 1925,

dents. For them the spring of 1926
seemed to herald the dawn of a new
era; the certainty of ownership of

ex-President WiUiam
Justice
Howard Taft, Beta '78, who was then
in Montreal in connection with arbi

thek

tration

own

home; hopes of

tional affiliation. But the

and

interna

proceedings,

as

Honorary

by the death of one of

Chairman;
Henry Thornton as
Honorary President; and Percy Doug

Gordon Mundie, who after post
graduate study at Heidelberg, Frank
fort, London and Edinburgh, became

las as Honorary Secretary-Treasurer.
The purpose of this association was
to sponsor Epskon Phi's petition to
Psi Upsilon, which was first presented

leading neurologist in Montreal and
director of the Montreal Mental Hy

the

to

be darkened

spring

Sk

was

the Founders.

a

giene Commission,

had been stricken

by paralysis which increasingly in
capacitated him. The cheery fortitude
with which he endured his sufferings
a

vorable

reception

which the

petition

received owed much to the assist

the admkation of aU who knew
him and proved a source of genuine
won

inspiration.

Charles Davis and Gib Norton at
Syracuse Convention in May 1925.
The Chapter was fortunate in finding
such strong supporters, and the fa

by

Ahnost his last service

ance
was

of the Nu

presented again

1926, and
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Chapter.

at

at

Hamkton

m

The

petition

Michigan
1927.

in

THE

Henry

P.

Douglas,

Chi

'94,

C

H

A

wrkes

were

which

presented a skken Union Jack

our

their wonderful services. The princi
pal of McGill University, Sk Arthur
W. Currie, extended an official wel
come. Addresses were delivered
by
Earl D. Babst, Sk Henry Thornton,
who

was

host that

the

to

evening

buffet supper and
gathering
smoker at the Hunt Club, Herbert S.
Houston, and Hugh Montgomery '28,
at

a

on
the
McGill Students' Council and Presi
dent of the Chapter. Among the mes

engineering representative
sages read

was

one

from Chief

Jus

tice Taft:

greatly gratified that Psi U
Chapter as well as
Chapter. It will stiengtiien

has
the
Toronto
the
society to have Psi U well established in
both of them and will serve to strengthen
a union of
feeling between Canada and the
United States in university atmosphere.
I

am

taken in the McGill

The
second

Epsilon Phi thus became the
Chapter of Psi Upsilon to be

placed in the great Dominion to the
north. Two hundred and severity Mc
GiU men have added to the luster of
Psi Upsilon. Of these two hundred

ters.

On March

17, 1928, Earl D. Babst,
Iota-Phi '93, assisted by Walter T.
Collins, Iota '03, R. Bourke Corcoran,

and

Avery Hallock, Xi '16,
Houston, Omega '88, and
A.

neyed to Montreal for the ceremonies,
all
appearing in academic costume.
The Installation was foUowed by a

Epsilon Phi,

Council, and made appropri
ate presentations to
Percy Douglas
and Charles Davis in recognition of

to

the

Herbert S.
Edward L. Stevens, Chi '99, installed
the new Chapter under its old name
and initiated ninety -four members.
Nearly three hundred Psi U's jour

S

made to the

in turn

official and welcome notice was re
ceived of ratffication by ak the Chap

Omega '15,

R

ulatoty telegrams by the score were
received and read. Splendid presen
tations from various members of the
Council and from various Chapters

long awaited week-end of
May 7-8-9 arrived and Charles Davis,
Brother George Wendt and
myself jour
neyed down to Syracuse. Sir Hemy had
planned to take us down in his private car
but business prevented his
going at the
last minute. The cordial
friendly welcome
we aU received at the Pi
completely over
whelmed us, evetyone so kind and so in
terested in our petition. Charles Davis and
I spoke to the Chapters and om nervous
ness soon wore o�F in the warm
friendly
atmosphere tiiat smrounded us. We were
dehghted when told our petition had Iseen
weU received by the Chapters and that
their vote was as favorable as could be
expected. We aU enjoyed om visit, in fact
we shaU never
forget it, and returned to
Montreal weU pleased indeed. That sum
mer
many brothers, young and old,
stopped in to look the situation over, and
witii some of the younger brothers we had
some
really amusing experiences. At the
1926 Convention with the Phi in
AprU, we
presented for the second time our petition
and again we were most warmly received
by everyone; Sir Henry's arrival at the last
minute by special train was the occasion
for a great demonstration, and his splendid
speech in our favor enthusiastically re
ceived. The next Convention at the Psi
I was unable to attend but the
depend
able Charles Davis did his usual fine job
and the delegation came back full of Psi
U song and spirit, and the vote for
Epsi
lon Phi was more favorable than before.

February 27, 1928,

E

at the Mount
Royal Hotel,
with Dan Gillmor presiding. Congrat-

At last the

on

T

luncheon

of these Conventions :

Then,

P

sixty-three survive.

One of the first acts of the

Chapter
Epsilon Phi

was

to initiate six

more

Epsi
by their
through
brought

succeeding years, have
practically all members of the
cal into the

335

old

members. Further

lon alumni initiations, both
own
Chapter and by others,
the

new

old lo

greater organization.
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The first undergraduate initiation
of the Chapter was held on Novem
ber 14, 1928. That night the first Ep
skon Phi son was initiated� Charles
Davis, III, who was to become Presi
dent of the Chapter in 1933 and to
lead one of the largest delegations to
the Psi Upsilon Centennial.

Epskon

Phi

was soon

made to feel

itself one with the larger brotherhood.
Montreal Psi U's continued thek in
terest in

the group whose

petkion

they had sponsored.
Undoubtedly the most pretentious
house development in the years im
mediately following the Installation
was the
building of the new and dis
tinctive Epsilon Phi Dining Room. In
1929 Stuart Forbes envisaged an en
tirely new dining haU stretching
the full width of the front base
Bkl Aird '17, agreed to pay all
expenses. Forbes developed heraldic
designs to cover the long table-tops
across

ment.

and to enckcle the walls.

Every

active

Brother and the Alumni had some
hand in the construction. Architects
Bouchard, Merrett, and Chrystie
Douglas, Lambda '23, were able to
render

special

services. Bob Mont

gomery, the architect, developed the
designs, ordered materials, and su

pervised

construction. The

voted to call the

room

Chapter

"The Akd
Room."

Forbes-Montgomery Dining
finishing touches were put on
during the presidency of Joachim
Brabender. Then began "the writing

The

the waU." Under appropriate sym
bols designed by Montgomery and
cut out of metal by Forbes, names of
the Brothers who had attained dis
on

tinction in classroom and

on

campus
Gordon.
Two post-war Rhodes Scholars
were added to balance the two of
were

bumed into the oak

by

UPSILON

PSI

pre-war days: Ken Brovra winning
this distinction ki 1929, and Munroe
Bourne in 1931. Other important
scholastic honors were gained by
Montgomery and Merrett in Archi

Grundy and Anglin in Law;
Murray and Savage ki Engineering;

tecture;

Pohtical

Baker

in

during

his Law

Science�while

course

Arthur Min-

nion estabhshed what must be

an

all-time record for the number of first
obtained, climaxing it with

classes

five scholarships in his final year.
With such men as examples it is not
strange that the Chapter won the In
terfraternity Scholarship Cup for the
first two years after it had been pre
sented for competition to the Inter
Counck by Charles Davis
and
has
'07,
always been near the top
in the scholarship rankings.

fraternity

Another President of the Students'

Council went
penny '30,
office, whke

on

was

was

a

the hst when Hal-

twice elected to this

during the decade there
steady succession of Psi U's

serving as members of the Counck:
Hugh Montgomery, Baker, Munroe
Bourne, Bob Douglas, Anglin, BiU
Amaron, Gkmour and MacCaUum.
another Editor-in-Chief of
the Daily, Bob Douglas, and three
Editors-in-Chief of the Annual: MkiThere

was

nion, Leathem and
two

being

Mislap, the last
also Presidents of the Play

ers' Club.
The "Big

M's" list also grew
the
achievements
of Gray
through
son-Bell in skkng, the Bourne broth
ers in
swimming, Wkson in basket
bak, Brown, Amaron and Todd in
track, Minnion in soccer, Smyth, Halpenny and Hammond in rugby, Tay
lor in hockey.
Post-war Brothers have one hst to
themselves�that of the Scarlet Key,

THE
an

CHAPTERS

honorary McGiU society formed in

1927, which had five Epskon Phi's

ki

its first

membership: Burland, James,
Van-Vliet, Steuerwald and Montgom
ery, and of which Douglas Hamilton
and Charles Turner have been
dents.

Force.

presi

tative nature of successive

Chapter
memberships, reflecting that invalu
able diversity of interests.
was

19, 1935, die Zeta Zeta

installed at the

British Columbia. It

University

was an

event

versity

Epsilon Phi. The Chapter
pleased and proud to know

was

that

in the Epsilon Phi membership which
had been installed into Psi Upsilon
as

came,

His

Once

of

fessor of

Harry Logan '08,
Classics at the University

of

British Columbia.
As Epskon Phi entered its tenth
year in Psi Upskon, the ranks of those
who had been installed
members

on

as

March 17, 1928,

active
were

more

forces.

the C.O.T.C. has be

important activity

on

the McGill campus. From the pur
suits of peace students have entered
war service.
Again members of the
Phi
are
Epskon
engaged in a War
that threatens to engulf the entke

Alumni�probably the most notable
Pro

Majesty's

the most

world.

being

did the first break in the

Epsilon Phi Frater
with the deaths of brothers serv

among the most active sponsors of
the new group were several of its
Colonel

a

automobile accident, Maclnnis in an
aeroplane crash. Thus the first break

come

contkiued and strong
British Columbia representation in

attached to the

month of each other in the fall of
1937� Morrison as the result of an

nity,
ing in

a

were

Trenton Station. Both died within

ranks of the old

Vancouver, and, from the

the

1936. Both

of

nection between McGill and the Uni

beginning,

June,

of

particular interest to the Epsilon Phi,
as there had
always been a close con
at

They were promoted to Flighton the same
day in

Lieutenancies

"The Writing on the WaU" has
pro
vided the Chapter with a convenient
means of
recognizing the achieve
ments of its members. And the lists
aheady there indicate the represen

On October

broken with the death of
Brothers Maclnnis '29, and Morrison
'30, numbers 166 and 167 in the roU
of Epskon Phi. Upon graduation both
had entered the Royal Canadian Ak

tragically

in

They are playing no small part
bringing to our heritage the fruit

victOty.

Fam'lies antedate the flood.
Boast the purple in their blood;
Some people want only fabulous wealth;
Others desire wit, beauty and health.
We have these and something more,�
We have brothers by the score I
Firmly they stand an unbroken band.
Supporting us on ev'ry hand.
Robert T. McCracken, Tau '04.

The story of the Epsilon Phi has been based upon "An Informal History of
the Epsilon Phi," by T. Miles Gordon '27, which appeared in The Diamond
for June, 1938. Suggestions have been made by Henry P. Douglas, Chi '94.

337

ANNALS

ZETA
University

of

CHAPTER

ZETA

the

1915,

University of British Columbia
in Vancouver. Twenty years later, on
October 19, 1935, our Fraternity with
new

the

of

Zeta

Zeta

welded the last link in its chain.
While the

University was still lo
original buildings beside
Vancouver General Hospital, a

cated in its
the

great controversy

arose

undergraduates

to

as

whether frater

after much discussion favored recog
nition by a large majority. Several
local fraternities were already in ex

yet

as

none

international affiliation.
Zeta Psi and

had obtained

Chapters

Delta Phi

Alpha

of

were

estabhshed in 1926. Since then frater
nities have been officially recognized
the

by
University.
Early in March, 1926, a small group
of undergraduates in the Faculty of
Applied Science met in a laboratoty
to discuss the possibkity of a new fra
ternity. After some discussion they
decided to proceed with organization
plans. At British Columbia it had be
come
customary for a new fraternity
to

seek the aid of
In this

faculty.
N. Page '10,

was

choice. From hkn

a

most

we

fortunate

learn of the
was

later

.

.

We chose the Rhodes idea

in

of
to

that of the
a
Rhodes
most interested
in the scheme and had made many friends
among the Rhodes scholars when I was at
BaUiol. The all round qualities which
Cecil Rhodes wished for his scholars were,
we felt, the
very qualities which we hoped
to find in our fratemity brothers. As will
be evident later the Rhodes ideal was to
play a large part in the history of the local
fratemity and in Zeta Zeta.

fratemity. Although
scholar I had always been

new

Alpha Kappa Alpha,

member of the

Professor Walter

of the society that
become the Zeta Zeta:

genesis
to

a

case

.

After some discussion I agreed to help
the boys in any way I could, but made it
clear that I did not wish liquor to be
served in the fratemity house nor at a
fratemity fimction. This rule was accepted
by the charter members, who, to the best
of my knowledge and belief, hved up to it.
We discussed possible charter members,
who were diUy approached. Nearly aU of
them accepted the invitation. Joseph Bishop
brought in his brother Charles B. Bishop,
who was later elected first president of
the fratemity. Most of the charter mem
bers had been invited to join other frater
nities but had refused.

among the

nities and sororities should be recog
nized on the campus. A vote taken

istence, but

the

my oflBce in the Arts Building and told me
that they with other imdergraduates had
been discussing the formation of a new
local fraternity. These two students were
Joseph W. Bishop and Hugh M. Woodworth. They also told me that they had
been talking over the different members
of the faculty trying to decide whom they
would ask to join them in forming the fra
temity and that I was the professor so
chosen. In my undergraduate days at the
University of Toronto I had not belonged
to a fratemity, but I had several friends
who were members of Chi Delta Psi, now
the Nu Chapter.

during the second year of the last
War, were the first classes held in the

installation

spring of 1926, probably
two Engineering students
University of British Columbia came

In

March,

of the Canadian Universi

ties. Not untk the autumn of

the

October 19, 1935

British Columbia

The youngest Chapter of Psi Upsi
lon has been established in the most

youthful
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as

not

the initial let

ters of

the Greek motto, the English
version of which had been
suggested
Mrs.

Sage a few days prior to the
organization meeting, was the name
given to the new fraternity.

by

838

THE

On Easter

C

H

Sunday, Aprk 4, 1926,

the

organization meeting of Kappa
Alpha was held at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Waker B. Bishop, 1226 13th
West, Vancouver. Charles B.
Bishop '27, was elected President;
John Grace '27, Vice-President; Wil
liam Masterson '28, Secretary; Doug
las Tekord '28; Treasurer, and Dr.
Sage, Honorary President, a post he

Avenue

held untk
came

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Chapter of

the Zeta Zeta

be
Psi

Upskon.
The next

day

the

Inter-Fraternity
application
from Alpha Kappa Alpha. In it the
following were listed as charter mem
bers�Charles Bishop, now with the
American Container Corporation in
Iowa; Joseph W. Bishop, Captaki in
Counck received

a

formal

the Canadian Active Service Force in

England; Phkip

L.

Elliott,

with Boe

Akcraft of Canada; John Grace,
of Caius CoUege, Cambridge, on ac
tive service in England; A. Robert

ing

in

house

Hager, partner
brokerage
Vancouver; Jack Heelas, with the
Telephone Company in Vancouver;
a

a

in

WiUiam Masterson,

Vancouver;

a

barrister in

Douglas Tekord, a physi

cian and surgeon; Gordon

Tekord,

a

school teacher; Philip Wakiman, an
officer in the British Army; Tom War
den; Hugh M. Woodworth, a school

teacher; Arthur Wrkick,

an

officer in

the Canadian Active Service Force;
and Walter N. Sage, Professor of His

tory
the

and Head of the

at

Department
youthful University of British

Columbia.
At the end of the term the first fra
ternity banquet was held in a down
town cafe. On that occasion the last
two charter members

were

admitted,

John Hulburt, hop grower in Eraser
Valley, B. C; and WiUoughby Mata

A

P

T

E

S

R

thews, representative of the British
American Paint
the

During
meetings

two

were

held,

Company in India.
of 1926

summer

one or

of the young fraternity
one at the home of Mr. and

Hager. In the autumn
Alpha Kappa Alpha received its
first pledges� RusseU Bulger, Wilham
Kaye Lamb, and John Ross Tohnie.
Bulger is now with the Royal Ca
Mrs. A. L.

nadian Ak Force. Dr. Lamb, whose
scholarship brought distinction to the

society, is Librarian of the Univer
sity of British Columbia. Tolmie, a
Rhodes Scholar, head of the student
body, the recipient of first class hon
ors, is on the legal staff of the Domin
ion Income Tax Office in Ottawa.

At first Dr.

member in

admitted; first
and later as
members,
honorary

other older
as

Sage was the only senior
the fraternity. In 1928

men were

full-fledged senior members. The flrst
three to be admitted
Lewis

were� Robie

Reid, K.C., LL.D., University

Solicitor and former member of the
Board of Governors of the University
of British Columbia; the late Walter
B. Bishop, Instmctor in Mining and
Metallurgy, Superintendent of the

Granby Company's

smelter at Grand

Forks, B.C., the father of two of the
charter members; and Major General
Victor Wentworth Odium, C.B.,
C.M.G., D.S.O., now commanding
the second Division of the Canadian
Active

Service

Force

in

England.

General Odium, who served in the
South African War and commanded
a

in the Fkst World War, is
of Canada's outstanding soldiers.
During the academic year 1927-28

brigade

one

the

question

of affiliation with

an

in

ternational fraternity was hotly de
bated. Three choices lay open to

Alpha Kappa Alpha.

It

might remain

ANNfALS
a

local

society competing

on
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Kappa Alpha Fraternity, University

unequal

Vancouver,
distributed
and
prepared
of Psi Upskon and to

Columbia,

terms with the international frater

of

nities and the

national Canadian

B.

C,"

the campus. It might
found a second national Canadian
fraternity and attempt to "colonize"
elsewhere in the Dominion. Or it

to

the

might petition an international order.

was the engineer
constmction of the Canadian Pacffic
Railway's Piers B and C. He became
the guardian angel of Alpha Kappa
Round him rallied the other

fraternity

one

on

In the end the

society

decided to seek

Tekord, and

W.

J.

Master-

'28,
July, 1928, Phkip
Sydney E. Junkins, Zeta '87,
teUing that Alpha Kappa Alpha had
been approached by two fraternities:

Justice

'01; the Mr. Justice Frederick G. T.
Lucas, Nu '01; Colonel Harty T.
Logan, Epskon Phi '08, Professor of

wrote to

Classics
Our first decision was, as you wUl re
member, "Psi U" or nothing. In spite of
the fact that if either or both of the frater
nities formerly mentioned come on the

Psi

first

Upskon

petition

was

they organized

Zeta

the

by

Emmett H.

and Edward L.

'09,

Stevens, Chi '99, who visited

Alpha

favorable.

Kappa Alpha,
But the petitioners
were

could not hope
succeed without the support of the
Theta Theta, which, because of its

in

that year the
submitted to the

Convention held with the

Gordon B.

Alumni Association of

British Columbia.
The reports made

Naylor,

society

University;

service. In 1930

Zeta

the

the

'13; and Dr. George T.
McLaren,
Wkson, Epskon Phi '08, to name but
a few of tiie many who did yeoman

'09, a
member of the Executive Counck,

paid an official visit to
the spring of 1928. In

at

Nu

campus, in which case our competition
vs'Ul be greater than ever, we have deter
mined to maintain our standards, become
established even more firmly on the cam
pus and to besiege "Psi U" with evidence
of om faith in "Psi U."

Naylor,

Kappa

Junkins, Zeta '87,
in charge of the

Psi U alumni in British ColumbiaAlexander I. Fisher, Nu
Mr.

L. EUiott

Emmett T.

E.

Alpha.

son.

In

Chapters

Alpha, Sydney

charter from Psi Upskon. The lead
ers in this movement were A.
R.
D.

was

the Executive Coimcil.
Fortunately for Alpha

a

Hagar,

Britain

to

location,

Omega,

was

in

a

strategic position.

favorable recep
tion than had been expected. At the
1929 Convention in Washington the
petition passed the Convention unan
imously, and made a surprising show
ing when submitted to die Chapters.
Again at the 1930 Convention held
with the Beta the petition was passed

Phi gave
thek wholehearted support. Some of
the Eastem Chapters, especiaUy the
Zeta, gave much strength to the peti

unanimously for submittal to the
Chapters. But the feeling was current

friend of the petitioners. It is a matter
of profound regret that he did not
hve to attend the instaUation of the

and received

in the

a more

Fraternity that it would be sev
Kappa Alpha

eral years before Alpha
could hope to receive
1930

a

brochure

charter. In
entitled "Alpha
a

The Nu and the

Epskon

Special tribute must be paid
Akonzo P. Savtyer, Beta '80, who
had "adopted" the Theta Theta. He
became the guide, phkosopher and
tioners.
to

Zeta Zeta.
In the years foUowing the organiza
tion of Alpha Kappa Alpha untk affili-
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ation with Psi

Upsilon in 1935, the
society prospered in spite of the
serious competition offered
by frater
local

nities with international connections.

One of the first

the election of

signs of success was
J. Ross Tolmie '29, to

coveted Rhodes Scholarship. In his
steps Wkliam T. Brown '32, Arthur
a

and W.

Johnson '35,

J.
Jay Tompkins

later to follow� a record un
paralleled in the annals of our Frater

'36,

were

this

nity. During
period the members
were
gaining distinction in various
fields of student activity.
From

the

outset

Alpha Kappa
Alpha had recognized that the hoped
for affiliation with Psi Upskon would
requke a long period of preparation.
The 1934 Convention of the Frater
nity held under the auspices of the
Executive Council in New York

on

April 28, again referred the petition
to the

several

Chapters.

On October

Chapter

of Psi

19, 1935, the Zeta Zeta

Upsilon

was

installed,

years after its first petition, be
coming the thkd Canadian Chapter
and the thkd branch of Psi Upsilon
on the Pacffic Coast. The
growth of
seven

the Nu and the Epskon Phi had been
so
auspicious that a thkd Chapter in
Canada seemed eminently deskable.
The Zeta Zeta thus became the first

Chapter to
second

elapsed

be established

centuty.

Over

a

during

our

centuty had

since the Founders lit the

torch at the altar of the Theta until
a new flame was kindled on a shrine
in the far North-West.
The installation and

conducted

inkiatoty

rites

R. Bourke Cor

by
Omega '15, assisted by Charles
Spooner, Rho '94, and Edward L.

were

coran,

P.

Stevens, Chi '99. About two hundred
members of our Fratemity were pres
ent, including Lewis Schwager, Mu

A

P

T

E

S

R

'95, David Whkcomb, Gamma 'OO,
Judge Alexander I. Fisher, Nu '01,
Dr. George T. Wkson,
Epsilon Phi
Clarence
L.
Von Egloffstein,
'08,
Delta '12, Wallace CoUins, Beta '26,
Oliver H. HaskeU, Theta Theta '26,
and

Harry M. Boyce, Epskon Phi '30.
Sixty-two persons were initiated and
for the first time became the proud
possessors of our diamond badge.
After the installation ceremony a
luncheon was served in the Oak
Room

of

Colonel

'08,

the

Harry
the

was

Walter N.

Hotel

T.

Vancouver.

Logan, Epskon

Chairman.

Sage,

Phi

Professor

Charles P.

Spooner,

Rho '94, among others made short
talks. The installation banquet was

also at the Hotel
Vancouver, with R. Bourke Corcoran,
Omega '15, as toastmaster. Edward
L. Stevens, Chi '99, proposed a toast
to Psi Upsilon, which was responded
held that

to

by

evening,

Charles P.

Spooner,

Rho '94.

McDanneU Brovra, Theta Theta '23,
then proposed the toast to the Zeta
Zeta. To tiiis toast Dr. Walter N.

Sage

and

J.

Stuart Keate

responded.

Judge Alexander I. Fisher, Nu '01,
Lewis Schwager, Mu '95, and Clar
ence von
Egloffstein, Delta '12, were
also caUed upon for short talks.
Thus, was born our youngest Chap

ter,
one

a

Chapter which has

contributed

hundred and twenty-two mem
our
Fraternity, of whom one

bers to

hundred and nineteen survive.
Of the armorial bearings of the Zeta
Zeta and of the choice of the Chap
ter's name. Dr. Sage has written:
coloms of Alpha Kappa
chapter colours of the
Alpha,
Zeta Zeta, were crimson and silver, chosen
to fit in with the Greek motto of the so
ciety. An Alpha Kappa Alpha coat of arms
was painted by a friend of the fratemity.
a crimson knight on his
It
The

fraternity
now

the

represented

ANNALS

black charger on a silver
ground. When
last the good news arrived in 1935 that

at

Alpha Kappa Alpha was to be installed as
a
chapter of Psi UpsUon the question of a
chapter name came up at once. We should
have wished to keep Alpha Kappa Alpha
as our
chapter name, but since this was
impossible we sought a combination of

Greek letters which would be suitable.
We thought of Alpha Alpha, but there
were several difficulties. We could find no
Greek verbs, in the first person plural,
which meant anything to us. Then we
were a Westem
chapter and Alpha Alpha
we felt sure would be
rapidly corrupted
into "Alfalfa" or some other equally un
fortunate term. The Alpha at Harvard was
long since defunct and Alpha Alpha would,
therefore, be rather an orphan. The Zeta,
on the other hand, was much alive. Bro
ther Junkins was of the Zeta and to him
we owe a debt which we can never
hope
to repay. Under his inspiration the Zeta
had fought our battles. When the Wash

ington Chapter was organized it requested
of die Theta ("Old Mother Theta"), that

might be the Theta Theta. What could
be more appropriate than for us to become
the Zeta Zeta?
it

Then
tion in

began a period of organiza
the Chapter. The Zeta Zeta

Alumni Association
with

was soon

Odium

formed

President;
Roger
Charles Brazier, Vice-President; J.
Stuart Keate, Secretary; Norman Hy
land, Treasurer; and Victor W. Od
as

ium and Colonel Brown

as

UPSILON

PSI

OF

trustees.

The Constitution, drafted by Brazier,
was ratffied at an alumni
meeting on

December 4, 1936. The alumni body
was in the future to be known as "The
Psi Upskon Alumni Association of
Vancouver." Hager, Logan and Pol

From the

written in
Kinnon

History of The

W. Donald Mac

by

1939,

Sage '40,

Zeta Zeta

we

learn:

At about half of the meetings of die
for the 1935-36 term die
Association
the problem of a Build
discussed
members
tiie
for
Fund
chapter but no action
ing
the time had
was taken. It was fek that
site and
a
arrived for
not

buying

yet

building
ities

were

there

"Fratemity Row." Social activ
carried out on a joint basis and

on

was a warm

response from both
members of the
die Alumni As
Un

dergraduate and Graduate
chapter, A fmther sign of
sociation's

interest in the Active

Chapter

the Graduate Body of
1988 Westem Park
at
the
to re-rent it to the Active
order
in
way,
was

leasing by
Chapter House
the

Chapter.
In

scholarship,

in

athletics, and

in

the field of student government the
record of the Zeta Zeta has been phe
nomenal. With the death of Howard
McPhee, the Canadian Olympic track

star, the Fraternity lost one of its
finest members.
The Zeta Zeta, born not quite six
secured and
years ago, has already
the
held a place on
campus of Brit
ish Columbia. Youthful as the Chap

is,

ter

it is blessed with

vigorous group worthy

a

strong and

of

our

best

traditions; with the noble heritage of
It faces the future with
confidence which one hun

Psi

Upskon.

the

same

dred and eight years ago inspired our
immortal Founders at old
seven
Union.

lock were elected dkectors for a term
of two years, and Harper, McLaren,
and W. M. G. Wilson for a one year

Her altars

are

in

ev'ry land.

the sun.
And diere unite our faithful bands,
In loved Psi Upsilon.
James F. McEhoy, Zeta '76.

Bright shining

term.

as

History of the Zeta Zeta
Chapter of Psi Upsilon" by Professor Walter N. Sage, in The Diamond for
January, 1936; and on material submitted by him concerning the founding of
the chapter. A History of the Zeta Zeta by W. Donald MacKinnon Sage '40,
has proved helpful.
The story

of

the Zeta Zeta is based

on
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